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Chhayanat regularly organises
programmes on music, recitation
and dance. Recently, Chhayanat has
initiated a new programme called
"Nirdharito Baktritamala® (lecture
series). Each instalment of the senes
features a selected topic and an in-
depth lecture by a personality from
the related field.

The latest instalment of the series
was held at the Ramesh Chandra
Dutt Memorial Auditorium,
Chhayanat Shangskriti Bhaban on
July 18. Theatre personality Shamsul
Alam Bakul presented a nearly two-
hour lecture on the topic "Shobar
Jonno, Shobar Dara, Shobar Natok™
(literarily meaning, "theatre for the
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Bichar Gaan, perlormers can com
municate with the audience directly,
because during the performance
audience and performers both
remain in the light. Here, a bond
between the audience and perform
ers generate directly,” Bakul added,

In his lecture, Bakul also focused
on another form ol theatre that is
practiced in our country mainly by
the development organisations. This
form of theatre is called "Theatre for
Development” (TID). T1D was init
ated in many countries in the early
1960. Bakul said, "In our country T'fD
was initiated in the early 1980s.
Particularly development organisa
tions practice this form of theatre as
one of their main activities in their
respective workplaces.”

According to Bakul, initially TID

Members of the indigenous
Munda community, living in the
Nagarhgata union under Tala
upazila, arranged an eight-hour
long performance of "Manosha
Mangal" at Ashannagar,
Satkhira recently. The
performance was a tribute to the
snake goddess 'Manosha', All
performers were members of
the Munda community including
Bharat Munda, Chandra Kanto
Munda, Kartik Munda, Aroti Rani
Munda, Sandhya Rani Munda,
Gobinda Munda and Jatin
Munda. Hundreds of Adivasi
men, women and children
enjoyed the traditional
performance in a festive
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people, by the people, of the peo- was widely recognised as "Popular atmosphere.
ple”). In his demonstration, Bakul Theatre". One of the main objectives
mainly tried to focus on the relation-  of this form of theatre is to focus on PHOTO: STAR ’

ship between the audience and the
thespians. Delving on the topic,
Bakul pointed out the forms of thea-
tre practice in Bangladesh.

developmentactivities in a country.
However, TID has generated

debates among theatre activists, as

their take on this form is that it is not
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According to Bakul, inourcountry  directly related to theatre as it is to ’
1 the formm of theatre that is widely developmentactivities. Granthagar (CDL)
practiced now, originated from Bakul also focused on the way TfD recently arranged
[ uropean T‘}Tc.alrv. [n the Su.l_‘.ij if‘ practiced in our country. He said, a three-day
continent, this form of theatre was Development organisations are s
introduced by Russian linguist- practicing TfD in a way that is exhibition of
translator Gerasim Stepanovich restricted by funds and agenda artworks by
Lebedev (1749-1817) in Calcutta in  When theatre is restricted by money hild :
1795. Usually this kind of theatre and agenda, it cannot be considered children at its
performance takes placeinaprosce-  anartformanymore.” auditorium in
nium, where spectators enjoy a play [n this regard Bakul referred to
sitting in frontof the stage. famous Brazilian theatre personality Bugra -ThE
There are some obstacleés, accord-  Augusto Boal (1931-present). In the exhibition opened
ing to Bakul. in this form of Fhm_lre 1960s, Boal ltlll{n'fi[t‘d a new form of last Fﬁdav and
when it comes to communicating theatre called "Theatre for the
with the audience directly. Oppressed” (TO). According to generated much
1 Bakul drfgu}fd, "Characteristically  Bakul, the mi'iin {:b]euiTz of TO itslm interest among
this form of theatre cannot commu- generate a language that enabies T
ey nicate with the audience directly people to demonstrate stories from SD!’IDO' going
during the performance, as the theirlives. children.
‘ : \‘ | audience watches the performance Bakul came to the conclusion that
i G ‘wﬁ' sitting in the dark and performers theatre should be practiced in a way
e, B s W s —— remain in the light.” that benefits the audience.
& 'On the other hand, through some Among others, Dr. Sanjida
) SAYED ASIF MAHMUC = - v : B L . : : .
of the indigenous performing arts of  Khatun, presidentofChhayanat, was
Shamsul Alam Bakul speaks at Chhayanat our country like Gambhira, Alkap or  presentatthe programine. SHOTO: STAR .'
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