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Promote

Many developed countries like Canada and
Britain are trying to discontinue plastic bags
in favour of cloth and paper bags. This pro-
vides an excellent opportunity for
Bangladesh to promote jute bags as an eco-

friendly and cheap commodity. Paper bags ing material. :i}:; government and political par- ing its 400th birthday, alsohasa glorious
are hardly environment-friendly as they Mahmood Elahi Recently, 1 have spoken to history, culture and lifestyle but we have

require trees to make paper, leading to de-

jute

forestation.

Ortawa, Canada

Only jute and cotton bags are eco-friendly
as they don't lead to widespread de-
forestation. Imagine what the result will be if
jute regains its status as the principal packag-

US envoy'sresponse

I was surprised by your editorial of
July 17, which implied that foreign
diplomats should not talk to politi-
cians. In my role as a diplomat in
Bangladesh, I need to understand
the issues of the people and the
government here. The only way to
understand is to communicate, to
listen and question the person on
the street as well as the leaders of

Imams studying English, had tea
with political party leaders,
enjoyed frank and lively discus-
sions with madrassa secondary

All the mega, modern & prestigious cities 9

in the world have a glorious past and all of
them have cemented their glorious his-
tory by preserving the oldest part of the
city. Dhaka, which will soon be celebrat-

failed to uphold the history and glory of

our city.

The old Dhaka has lost its glory, the
look, culture and the lifestyle.

Dhaka's glorious past

with risin
B sBlalIlI(gllz:;(::I;i r&z:iers in variqu Buildings/houses made in the_laatcuuple
fields who have recently returned of centuries have almost vanished from
from studying abroad, and dis- the localities. Few of them still stand high,
f;rf‘i";g df;r;:::::;:ilseﬁ?; Bsh;;:h thapks to the authnriti({s‘conccrned for
[ travel outside the capital to saving them from demolition.
hear the views of Bangladeshis and The houses built during the Mogul & P
see, with my own eyes, lf“f _iSSUES British rules have been erased and §
that are dominating their lives. I houses without architectural designs are :
will use the knowledge I gain in . &
these conversations to help ensure being erected. The parks have tumcd'out : g
that my Embassy's activities sup- to be parking lots for trucks and rick- =
port the US goals of democracy, shaws. I was shocked to see Kabi Nazrul S - g
develnpment. and denial of space and Jagannath College buildings PORI BIRIR MAZAE ;
mtgtm;:itissure you that this is recently. The original architej::ture has jmmediately intervene and preserve Commercialisation of old Dhaka must
neither insidious nor unusual. been overshadowed with a simple 4-5 these old structures. also be regulated. The areas which will
Bangladeshi diplomats in the storied building . Both these buildings The traffic movement also needs to be  attract tourists such as Ahsan Manzil, Lal
f it -:_;;jf_ u m"?d otates 'E;ncll Els?g‘im “‘m have lost their originality. These happen restricted in some parts of old Dhaka. Bagh Kella, Bahadur Shah Park should
Ay L?:;i{;[fhfgzuigs‘:hem fhﬂ?r ;re to be government funded colleges. Like Rickshaws and motorized vehicles can- have enough open/vacant space for
77 /ﬁf | N = stationed.Iftheydid notdo so, they these buildings, most of the old struc- notrunsidebysideinthose narrowlanes. arranging cultural shows.
% _‘/’].'“’ N2  wouldbefailingin theirduties. tures of Dhaka are disappearing right in Some roads should be freed of vehicles Sohel Ahmed
i - f‘ f | s E;“;i IE; M“ﬂ‘lﬂf ty ey front of our eyes. The government should  (includingrickshaw). Dhanmondi, Dhaka
1/ *}4 i1 z assador to Bangladesh
il ¥ o
How much land does Her ministers took money to Qng cannot und.emand the offercheap call rates for the benefit .A girl 1s pouring a l:fuwl of ilthy BRTA rengtrann ;1:;:jd;’hEiggr:;ndnsz;a:}:;&p:;: ;;;Eﬁrfg?;?l]ﬁs lsll;b;tﬂae?sierj;
save a killer, one bought about 132  objectives of our policy makers. It  of the peoples of both the coun- mixtures to its father's dress and d al ' o
? + - - - * : e her ald annu tax on the road. Hundreds of students The Daily Star.
;: a man need? flats in Dhaka, one sold govern- is also not comprehensible as to tries. Itis not that we cannot reach members of the family praise e ; o SRR R AT it BTt et e e
7 Itis a story we read in our school menthouses at cheaperratestohis  what harm has been caused to the  our relations and friends in India ~ creativity! Is it possible? Mr. There have been numerous claims  in school unitorm ”L‘ o J. AR : St _
; - - . . | e : : : . ' : oducer. how will vou react against false registration of cars as it is true. But, no one pay heeds to  that while talking to the journalists
life. It was an interesting story for friends, barrister ministers have city environment by those man- over our mobile phones but the Pr | ; y exl : d o O e o G Tas {0 salter. - o Nndbaty SEEN ComIMREE
teenagers and I believe most of the  been jailed for keeping illegal arms  sions constructed as per the oldest  rates are so high that you have to against such type of conduct of = Well as yearly tax EFUS:;- Eiiplbe t P’ i ld} | - i R AT ot
people of our age must have readit  and alcohol. There was no end to FAR and what benefit will be thinktwice before dialling acall.It your kid? On the other hand, a the VﬂleOUS measures adopted Dy fjubh TIIJIL f:“ﬂﬁﬁﬂr'- ity e 14 ha;_ | 1 S:EE?D;D@C'S;”E'
in the Rapid Reader. However, for the lust for money. My questionis  derived by the buildings to be is an irony that we can call on our gentleman (!) asks the school the EOVEILLENE,  SOIMEUNSCILDES ' 1er /4 “1? d‘:?}i‘-ff" 'L al  not po lfl'f-‘a AL dle-a OO UOOeT
theinformationof otherswhohave  how much do they need now? constructed on half of the plots as mobile phonesto ourrelationsand babies to make grubby of their lous people in different post offices H";dﬂ'f [:;RSIUIVE c'l]d?%&; .d‘:{f: l? en stantli. t'fh)’ lhls is being m"a.de a
not read it, very briefly I put here  Shafiqul Islam per the new FAR? Here in U.K. even  friends in Europe, US and the Far  fresh stockings. And then he proves have .made their fﬂfmﬂ?? _bY place. imp,e f‘-‘l_ Lrtt Ef“ I E{J"m political issuein Bangladesh.
the gist. The story went like thi--a  Qne-mail detached houses are a few feet East at a concessionary rate but that his brand can eradicate those resorting to fraudulent activities. those ¢ langes in L”.U,” (too. May [ very much wish to know
rich man having huge landed apart, but with front and back making a call to India costs three  very easily. Is it a meaningful task? MPSI mt?restmg]y,one can tdeteu?t we "f“P‘-‘“ ‘”“IS E“"L”};”ff"lu 10 whether the Bangladeshi journal-
property wanted to help his one- Rajuk's newrule gardens. We can hardly afford such  times more! What will the babies learn from thl_’-‘* U:“Ul ?1 Uhl'_ll'iis the 13'[“59“ IS Z‘;’:i’;d;];_‘:1';;:2%]:2';1;; 510 U?;:E ISts cm(;ic(ij ask a:hs Excellency whyt;
tume friend, who was very poor. luxuries in our country where land Since Saarc has failed to make this message? There are so many BOINg 0 Sell MIS/NEr car o some- ’ . : India didn't allow passage o
One day he called his pﬂm: fgend Atlast the catwas outofthebagon ;oo ccarce and is m?mﬂst sought any concession in telecom sector examplealiﬁe these. body else. During this sale /pur- types of programmes. Political 1, y¢toandfrom Nepal through a
and told him that he would give as 23 May 2008. The BOVERORIENE - Srter property. for the benefit of the peoples, it [ feel that the producers, admin-  chase, the owner of the car knows  governments havenotpaidheedto .- |ndian corridor Why the
much doikas: he couldieitle ISt NEFEZETSNONLCAloN. O [ urge the authorities to recon- would be wise if private sector istrators of the companies, author- the actual picture as the buyerwho  their ordeal, L t_“‘ because lh*'f_‘:' people of Dahahagram and
around by running from sunrise to t‘he building  construction aCl  ider and review this FAR table, telecom companies are allowed to ities of mass media should play a checks the same with the BRTA need more participants i their Angorpota had to endure daily
sunset. Accordingly, on a fine med 27 May 2008. Our long wait- taking into consideration all reach an agreement on conces- more cognizant role in this per- authority ﬁnd_ﬂ U‘“‘{‘ the seller h_HS P“f‘.ﬁfamm“ to prove their popu- insult while coming to the main-
_morning, in presence of some 8 and anxiousness has come to aspects and perspectives and §ionary rate for cross.country calls _ spective, As the children like o 14{5}'9315'_r6_g1§}ramﬂ} fees U"Pa“_i iqut? 1 _ | _____land.or return.to-.their.-homes
fwitnesses, the poor friend started  an end after a year and a half. For permute a new table, as per expec-  within the Saarc region, replicate others, they will be influ- I fact the seller paid his dues to Guardians dnd students will be through a corridor only a few
running from a fixed point to circle  the first time appreciable guide- tations of the majorityofsmallland Ziauddin Ahmed enced by such types of Ads. Please BRTA authorities through post grateful to Lhe Dl caretakgr hundred yards long. Hotv Toany
as much area as he could circle by lines/ rules have been incorpo- . . o Cillchan. Dhaka try to provide positive messages to  offices on yearly basis but those government if any state order is TR e e
sunset. From the very onset, the rated in the above gazette, to be A.B.Mohammed Zakaria ' our new generation, so that they amounts were never deposited!! promulgated to relieve the stu- fhﬂ‘it_‘ we o tEis Emaﬂ
man started running as fast as he followed bythe developersandthe Stanwell. Staines : can learn and give positive feed- In view of this situation. a lot of dents from participating in such h A
could covering more and more landowners. UK : TVadvertisements back to their families, society as people has suffered & had to pay Programmes to welcome dignitar- ng} ]t_?d bbb AT th ,
better lands he found to bring into But the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) Children love to discover new ., poavion twice with their hard earned Ies. e S a5 L e_q'uesuon
his fold. He totally forgot that he tableisashockand more of a frus- things from different sources, Md. Abdul Hamid money the yearly registration fees ~Md.ImtiazUddin Chy and indeed he gave an_dnmer. then
would have toreturn before thesun  tration than anything else to the No dearth of talent especially television. Generally, Ass;'stam rofessor and tax. Biswas Para he would surely have U“d“?mf’d
is set. The greed overtook him and small land owners holding 2 to 10 I was quite amazed when | saw a they are very inquisitive about Dept Dfo:sinessAdmim'srrmiﬂn Recently, the government has Uttar Karttali, Chittagong why _l}]t’ cheeky Eranglades.hls_ are
failed to notice that the sun was katha plots. report in your daily on July 10,2008 everything. In this case, TV adver- Sha};fa!af University, Sylhet made it mandatory to deposit car making a fuss ‘jﬂl}_l such a trivial
gradually setting on the West. His As per the table, plotsof 2 katha aboutayoungboyofDinajpurwho  tisements (Ads) are a great source ' registration fees either in bank BTCL: can it change matter like transit, right across the
only concentration was covering Or less has to give up 32.5% of the had invented an environment- of their entertainment as well as F ' draft or in pay order which should 2 middle nfth‘e country.
more and more better land he land, besides keeping proportion- friendly power plant that can be learning. But various advertise- Flood resistant rice bring a sigh of relief to the owners. courses Anwarul Azim
T 8 found on his way. While little time  ate land_ vacant for the‘ future qperated without any fuel input ments present then_r message in plant Butitwould have been betterifthe The gta:e_mmed BTTB has been BabarRoad
/ was remaining forthe Suntosethe expansion of the adjacent like gas or coal. The report also suchaway thatthe kids don'tlearn Your report with photograph whole deposit process for BRTA changed into a company named Mohammadpur, Dhaka
was standing far away from the road/roads up to 20 feet, meaning specifies that it will also not emit  better things. Those Ads are mis- published on 12 July on [heﬁub].ec[' can be handed overtosome private BITCL and it started its journey
starting point and out of reach. further curtailment of the plot smokes. This again proves thatour leading and sending incorrect ioint effort of IRRI and BRRI scien-l commercial bank to save time & from lst July this year *_wlith its qld D&Yﬁme lorries
Sensing this difficult situation he area.Thisratioapplies to the larger country really has talented people. messages. So, the authorities HAtaAs Thel “hast b ‘mewe. Topr” tmoney: staff and a huge liability on its There is a law of  the DOC that
increased his speed atthetop ofhis  plots step by step with a maximum  All we need is a visionary leader to  should be much more conscious in Bang'ladesh today, It will herhald . Syed Shahid Hossain shoulders. Everyone knows about : re 11 ‘ o
capacity. He used all his physical FAR of 50:50. Now can anybody guide these talented people this respect. Some examples will = ~ . pmﬁuctivity forus.] HRBhaban theinfamy of BTTB. People heaved Jfa_‘"!' “;T”-‘F’_ mf;:t E“;{Tm € city
powers to return to the starting withabitofcommonsenseassume towards bettermentofthe country. helpustorealise theissue. sulite tha calataticts for thalr dedi- Kakrail. Dhaka asigh ofrelief when mobile opera- _unng ayume I[rom &:0Uam to
point before sunset but all in vain.  what habitable abode can be con- But I was shocked to see this When any guest comes to our AN has et ik o tts) tors came to the market. The line- B:OUPT_H- BU_l the truck owners ﬂfE
Finally, while he was just a few structed on the remaining land of great news in an inside page of the house, we instruct our infants to As reported it will increaae&naﬁ S o oISt dents' men _nf BT‘TB were more powerful  violating this law. As a result, city
yards away from the touching theplots newspaper. We always see news of show them utmost respect. If any rice crop production subs te;miall}r cNnooi stuaents thanits chairman!! Fi\\'ellers have to face huge ‘trafﬁc
point he fell down on the ground May I ask our policy makers: politics in the front page of all the guest offers somewhat to them, the Today it is lost to seasonal ﬂnnﬁ ordeal Well, we W&ﬂll to forget thﬁ" past. jam. Moreover, some éfﬂdemi
and died of exhaustion. The restof who were behind initiation of this  dailies. Please note my point. babies don't dare to receive with- which submerges and destroys the  In a recent news report covering a We want BCILC ﬂn“j‘ Ub“m}ﬂl-’ take Plﬂf?ﬂnﬂfﬁ‘glllﬁ basis.
the story need not be mentioned gazette, some of whom must be MinhaiAhmed out the prior consent of the par- gruwin\g 108 s aplings This -new R R e S RBEL ST anls better service, competiuve SCﬂ'ICf-Z. There is an aj[egaugn that traffic
e MAyiig mANSIoNS CODSIRIEted On 1. - Uttara, Dhaka ents. Butinan Aditis shownthata preed, will live even when covered welcoming the dignitaries waiving If they are able to change their  policemen allow trucks during
The above story is cited here to  bigha of land as per the oldest FAR boyisapplyingall of hisbestefforts \nderflood water! God willing, by  flags. Itis good to see on television. mentality, we will again apply for a daytime if the drivers bribe them.
our politicians to ask, "HOW  of 20:80 . Are . they prepared to Indo-Bangla mobile to obtain Tk 3 from a guest so that 2010 or 11, we will reap this won-  But we do not see the other side of et o e The Daily Star rightly highlighted
MUCH MONEY DO THEY NEED?"  halve their mansions to conform to ) he could buy the expected prod- derful benefit of increased Aman the picture. How long did these Harun-or-Rashid this issue in its 13 July issue ( Star
The ACC has made yet another theirlatest rules and thus set exam- phone service uct. Another Ad advises mother(s) rice harvest!Iam sure all willagree  students wait in the road? We have Sobhanbag, Dhaka City). The DCC should look into
charge-sheet against a former ples for us to follow? Moreover, | was wondering if mobile phone to stop the boy from speaking the that this is the best news of 2008 10 idea how many of them got sick the matter.
prime muinister for ernl;:ezz.IEmenl how many vacant plots are there service providers in Bangladesh truth, she should offer a bribe and nothingcansurpassitforusin for doing so. Transitissue MushfiqueWadud
of money of an ORPHANAGE made  left in this city to comply with the  could comeintoanagreementwith  (Lollypop) of the given company. Bangladesh! These dedicated School students are compelled  This refers to the news item 'Indo-  Department of English
and run by herself. latest rules? their counterparts in India and Whatdoesitpassontous? sci:;ntists deserve national honour participate in such rallies or BanglaFSlevel Meet, Water, Transit ~ Stamford University Bangladesh
and recognition.
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: . “ When no one is accountable for one's own deeds and go unpun- front page covered the dragging of As part of my office assignment recently I disaster.
ished for mischief year after year, then anything is possible in a political dialogue, and some lead- visited Subornochar, Noakhali. Local people The authorities concerned should address
country. ership clash between two may- requested me to see a cyclone shelter at Char theissue immediately.
el ¢ [n any civilized country, Emergency Room (ER) is there to treat oral candidates! Clerk. It was built a few decades ago. Its pres- Dr. Mohsin U. Ahmed

the patients on an urgent basis and the physicians are there 24
hours, 7 days a week and 365 days a year. Depending on the sever-
ity of the ailments, either the patients get admitted to the hospital
or are released from the ER after treatment. There is no day and

Itis known tobe " For the politi-
cians, of the politcians, by the
politicians” and nothing else!

The IRRI-BRRI joint research

ent condition is very dangerous and it may
collapse anytime. Thereis anadjacentschool
and playground. Its collapse can lead to a

International Federation of Red Cross & Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC)
Boro Magh Bazar, Dhaka
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mght. in any hospital and they cannot think of running the hospi- Eeig_ e A e L
' tal without doctors, nurses, pharmacists, lab-technicians round Asclencestudent

the clock. Dhaka

The concept of outdoor clinic is for those patients whose treat-
ments are not urgent in nature. But if any patient goes to ER, they Persistent load
do not go unattended. The ER doctors have to fulfil their obliga- :
tions. sheddmg

However, it is possible only in Bangladesh that a patient will We have to suffer due to electricity
have to wait for six hours to get a physician's attention. Not only disruption for atleast five-six hours

every day. Actually, sufferings of the
general people have increased as
the prices of almost every essential
commodity have gone high.
However, people work after sunset
because daytime is not enough to
finish all the works. The frequency
of load shedding has gone up with
the per unit cost of electricity. On
the other hand, people need to
spend money for making the
provision for light at night.

The government should address
theissue with asense of urgency.
Hasnat, AIUB
KhilKhet, Dhaka

that the relatives of the patient have to carry him on their shoul- .
ders from door to door. These doctors, nurses, employees would
have been in jail without bond by now in the USA. Most of the
doctors here work 14-15 hours a day to a minute detail, still they
have to face the court and law-suits of the patients because of
unintentional mistakes or negligence. In Bangladesh, as we have
no law and order, the doctors are roaming freely, no matter what
irresponsible acts they commit.

There is no basic difference between these doctors and other
killers and muggers. Unless the total hospital system is revamped,

we will see more poor people die without any attention of the
doctors, nurses, employees of the hospitals.
MamunAhmed

LasVegas, NV, USA




