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400 YEARS OF DHAKA CITY

Call to protect city from turning
into concrete jungle

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Duranta, a mouthpiece af the
Children Council, took out a
colourful procession yesterday to
celebrate 400 yvears of Dhakacity

Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique of Mass
Communication and Journalism
Department at Dhaka University
inaugurated the procession, which
started from the Shilpakala Academy
premises and ended at the same
venue after parading through differ-
entstreetsofthe city.

ArefinSiddique said Dhaka, being
an ancient city with rich hentages,
culture and tradition, is growing fast.

The city dwellers should be aware of
its glory so that the city doesn't lose
1fs characteristics.

Dhaka inherits several century-
old many buildings, especially in
old Dhaka as it was crowned as the
capital city more than once, he said,
adding that the concerned authon-
ties as well as the residents must be
alert not to allow any damage to the
historicestablishments.

Terming Dhaka a place of his-
torical importance as it gave birth
to Language Movement in 1952
and War of Liberation in 1971 along
with other historical phenomena,
Arefin Siddique urged the con-

cerned authorities to have a master
plan for the fast-growing City In
order to preserve it from turning
into aconcrete jungle.

He called on the city dwellers to
live in harmony as Dhakahasalong
rradition of communal harmony,
adding that Dhaka city is not for its
dwellers only, it is an asset of the
countrymen.

Members of Children Council,
University Theatre Association of
Bangladesh (UTAB), Bangladesh
Red Crescent, Bangladesh Scout,
Girls' Guide and a number of cul-
tural organisations participated in
the procession.
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Trial of war criminals demanded

Participants of the rally carried
placards, banners and festoons
which were inscribed with slogans
of communal harmony, making the
city neat and clean and resisting
crimesin the city.

Members of the council called
on the government to declare July
16 as Dhaka Dibash,

Children Council Chairman

Elija Akter declared a series ol

programmes to celebrate the anni-
versary at the beginning of the
procession, adding that the council
with the help of Theatre Art Unit
staged a play 'Golapjan’ on July 16
which mostly reflects life in the city.
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Final round of
MTB-Daily Star
Debate Contest
today

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong
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The final round of Mutual Trust
Bank-The Daily Star Debate
Contest 2008 will be held in
Chittagong city today.

Three final rounds of debates
will be held under 16th inter-
school debate, 5th inter-university
debate and 1stchild debate catego-
ries of the contest.

Former president of Bangladesh
Economic Society Prof Mainul
[slam will be present as the chief
guest at the concluding and prize
giving ceremony beginning at
10:00am at Theatre Institute
Chittagong (TIC).

First Vice President of
Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) MA Salam,
Mutual Trust Bank Executive Vice
President and Head of Human
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Greater Mirpur Muktijoddha Oikya
Forum (GMMOF) yesterday urged
the government to save the country
from confrontation by holding the
trial of war criminals immediately.
Over 200 freedom fighters at a
meeting at GMMOF office at
Mirpur on July 15 also condemned
the humiliation of a war veteran
Sheikh Mohammad Ali Aman by
the cadres of Jamaaton July 11, says
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apress release,

It said Jatiya Muktijoddha
Parishad, a self-proclaimed freedom
fighters' organisation backed by
Jamaat, is trying to create confusion
among thegenuine freedom fighters.

Even 37 years after the inde-
pendence of the country, the free-
dom fighters are being humiliated
by the anti-liberation forces creat-
ing frustration amongthem,

Presided over by Alha) Md
Hemayet Uddin Bir Bikram, sub-

sector commander and chief of
Hemayet Bahini, the meeting was
also addressed by AIG of Police
Syed Bazlul Karim BPM, journalis
Harun Habib and Delwar Hussain
Bir Protik.

Samajik Protirodh Committee
and Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Punorbashan Sangstha have also
condemned the attack on freedom
fighter Mohammad Ali by Jamaat
Shibir activists.
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Resource Division Md Nurul Islam,
Editor of Star Campus, a weekly
supplement of The Daily Star,
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Remain aware
of rights: CA |
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BSS, Dhaka

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
vesterday expressed his firm hope
thar all people, including farmers,
workers, businessmen, students
and youths, would always remain
aware of their rights and responsi-
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‘the book

rtekhar Ahme "’

Shahnoor Wahid, Assistant
Professor of economics depart-
ment of Jahangirnagar University
Ashfaque Chowdhury and Mutual
rust Bank Assistant Vice-
President Ahsan Ullah Khan will be
presentasspecial guests.

Drishty Chittagong, an educa-
tional and cultural organisation,
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bilities.

“You should be aware of what
are your rights and what are your
responsibilities,” he said in a mes-
sage on successful conclusion of
the countrywide 50-day Road Show
with the slogan “Esho Bangladesh
Gon”.

has organised the contestin associ-
ation with the Chittagong
DevelopmentAuthority (CDA).

Radio Foorti is the radio partner
of the event,
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