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Chairman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee Ole Danbolt Mjos delivers a lecture on ‘Som

Friendship Conference Centre in the city yesterday. (Story on Page 2)
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o Reflections on the Nobel Peace Prize' at Bangladesh-China

Singer Farida
Parveen wins
Fukuoka Prize

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Singer Farida Parveen has been
awarded the prestigious Fukuoka
Asian Cultural Prize 2008.

The prize insututed by Fukuoka
City in Japan and Yokatopia
Foundation was officially
announced in Japanon June 24.

This was disclosed at a press
conference at acity hotel yesterday.

Farida Parveen won the prize for
her contribution to raising the stand-
ing of Lalon song and promoting it
internanonally.

The prize giving ceremony will be
held in Fukuoka City on September
10. The city mayor will hand over the
prizes to thewinners.

The other winners are Ann Hui of
Hong Kong (Grand Prize), Sawtn
Goonesekere of Sri Lanka (Academic
Prize) and Shamsul Amri
Baharuddin of Malaysia (Academic
Prize).

The Fukuoka Prize was instituted
in 1990 to honour the outstanding

“Swork 'of ‘individuals'or’ groups to
| P Serve and create unique arnd
divérsecuituresofAsia = * ' '

Farida Parveen is the second
Bangladeshi to be honoured with
Fukuoka Prize. Dr Muhammad
Yunus was awarded the Fukuoka
Grand Prize in2001.

Speaking at the press conference,
Japanese Ambassador Masayuki
[noue said Japan has been assisting
Bangladesh in different sectors since

the Liberanon War and that the |

fnendship of Japan and Bangladesh
would be strengthened in the future.

“The recognition of Fukuoka has
once again proved that ours is a rich
culture. Bangladesh needs arnstes
like Farida very much and to protect
the onginal songs of the artstes, we
would have to resist piracy through
coordinated effort,” said Cultural
Affairs Adviser Rasheda K
Chowdhury as the chiefguest.

“The Fukuoka Prize is undoubt-
edly a great achievernent for me, for
the country and for the people of
Bangladesh," said Fanda.

Prof Tomoaki Fujii, member of
Fukuoka Asia Cultural Prize, Art and
Cultural Section Committee,
Masakazu Nishijima of Fukuoka
Asian Culture Prize Section and Dr
Mahbubur Rahman, secretary,
ministry of communications, also

spoke.

[khtiar made
envoy to
Philippines

UNB, Dhaka

The government has appointed
[khtiar M Chowdhury, currently
serving as director general of the
South East Asia and Parliamentary
Affairs, and the External Publicity
Wing of Foreign Ministry, as
ambassador to the Philippines.

Ikhtiar has served Bangladesh's
different missions in different
capacities during his diplomanc
career in the foreign service for
more than two decades.

Anti-corruption campaign to
be strengthened

ACC, TIB to hold youth gathering titled Jago Manush...
Durniti Protirodhe Jago'from July 23

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anti- Corruption Commuission (ACC)
and Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) are going to hold
youth gatherings at distnct level to
engage people in strengthening the
ongoing anti-corruption movement
in the country.

The gathenings will include cul-
tural programmes, cartoon exhibi-
tions, game competitions, informa-
tion fairs, distribution of ant-
cormuption posters, leatlets, suckers
and swearing saying no’ 1o corrup-
ton.

This was stated by ACC and 1IB
officials at a press conference at
Dhaka Reporters Unity in the capital
yesterday.

The frst youth gathering tted
Tago Manush..Durniti Protirodhe
Jago’ (wake up to resist corruption)
will be held in Chapawawabgan on

July .23, .which mwill ke, followed by

Satkhira on August 12, Bansal on.
August 19, Rangpur on August 26,
Snmangal on October 13, Chandpur
on October 20, Comilla on October
23, Mymensingh on October 29 and
Faridpuron November5.

The final youth gathenng will be
held in Dhaka on December 16 or 17,
said TIB Executive Director Dr
Iftekharuzzaman

He said local conscious citizens
committees and youth engagement
and support groups, which were
formed earlier under the encourage-
ment of TIB, will help in holding the
gatherings

“Through these campaigns the
youths will be provided with various
information on corruption and ways
to curb them. We are expecting to
involve 2.5 lakh youths in this social
movement,” headded.

ACC Deputy Director Afzalur
Rahman said despite vanous anfi-
corruption drives corruption at the
field level could notbe curbed yet

He said during previous awareness
programmes there had been
demands from the youths to organise
gatherings for thematdistrictlevel

‘Students often express their bad
feelings about corruption. We are
encouraged by them and so we are
trying to involve them in anu-
corruptioncampaigns,” headded.

Asked about the success of the
youth concerts held earlier in the
capital and Chittagong, Dr
[ftekharuzzaman said they are trying

to instill values in the minds of the
youths through programmes liked by
them and the concertisone of them.

“We need values as well as strong
judicial system,” he said, adding, “We
are trying to awaken people who are
victims of corruption so that they do
not take corrupt practices granted,
rather theyprotestthem.”

Popular singer Meherin said 1t is
not possible to remove corruption
from the society unless the parents,
especiallythe mothers donot educate
their children to refrain from involv-
ing themselves in corrupt practices.

Earlier, youth gatherings were held
at Gulshan Youth Club in Dhaka on
March 8 and at Paua of Chittagong on
May 10 and 11 this year, sad TIB
Senior Advocacy Officer Sazzad
Hussain in awritten statement.

ACC and TIB began this campaign
on December 9lastyear.

PHOTO: STAR

TIB Executive Director Dr Iftekharuzzaman speaks at a press conference at
Dhaka Reporters’ Unity yesterday. On his right is ACC Deputy Director Afzalur

Rahman and on his leftis TIB Senior Advocacy Officer Sazzad Hussain.

Semifinal of
MTB-Daily Star
Debate held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

[he semifinals of Mutual Trust
Bank-The Daily Star Debate
Contest 2008 was held in the port
city yesterday.

Under the school debate cate-
gory, Chittagong Collegiate
School and Chittagong
Government High School
emerged as finalists after defeat-
ing Silver Bells High School and
Agrabad Girls' High School
respectively in the semifinal,

In the first child debate,
Agrabad Girls' High School and
[spahani Public School reached the
final round defeating Collegiate
School and Sunny Tutorial respec
tively.

The finalists of the 5th univer-
sity debate are Chittagong
University and Premier
University. They defeated Haj
Mohsin College and Chittagong
University of Engineering and
Technology respectively in the
semifinal.

[he final round and prize giving
ceremony of the contest will be
held at the Theatre Institute
Chittagong (TIC) at 10:00am
(OMOITOW

Former president of Bangladesh
Economic Society Prof Dr Mainul
Islam will attend the ceremony as
the chief guest.

Drishty, an educational and
cultural organisation, has organ-
ised the contest in association with
the Chittagong Development
Authority (CDA).

Radio Foorti is the radio partner
of the event.

Seminars on
Canadian
edn in 3 cities
from July 21

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Several seminars on higher educa-
tion in Canada will begin in Dhaka,
Chittagong and Sylhet beginning
from July 21.

The seminars will provide
information on higher education
at different public and private
and technical npniversjtigs in,
Canada, .

Schedules of the seminars are:
at Hotel Land Mark in Chittagong
on July 21 and 22, at Hotel
Supreme in Sylhet on July 23, and
at Victoria Hotel in Dhaka on July
25and 26.

“We will organise the seminars
in the Dhaka, Chittagong and
Sylhet to inform interested stu
dents how to apply for getting
admission in Canadian
Universities,” said Kamal
coordinator of Canadian
Education Seminar-2008, at a
press conference at National
Press Club.

WEFP representative
presents
credentials

UNB, Dhaka

The new representative of the
World Food Programme John
Avlieft presented his credentals to
Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury at the foreign ministry
yesterday.

The foreign adviser welcomed
the new representative and
thanked the WFP for the support
received from the agency in the
aftermath of last year's floods and
cyclone Sidr, said a pressrelease. .

The WFP representative highly
praised the preparedness of the
Bangladesh Government during
those crises that “saved so many
lives.”

He said Bangladesh’s disaster-
preparedness was a “model worthy
ofemulation by others.”

[ftekhar explained
Bangladesh's current food policy
particularly the ‘safety nets’ to
ensure vuinerable group feeding’

The WFP representative
assured the foreign adviser of every
support to the government's
programme in future,

“The WFP played a good coop-
erative role in the past, as | am sure
they will in the future,” the foreign
adviser told the media afterwards
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MANAGING DIRECTOR, MARIE STOPES

Marie Stopes Clinic Society (MSCS) is a results oriented social enterprise which uses
modern management and marketing techniques to provide family planning and other

reproductive health and allied services. MSCS' goal is to be the leading provider of

R

' sustainable, high quality services particularly for the poor and underserved. MSCS is one of 4
the Global Partners of Marie Stopes International (MSI), which operates in over 38 countries

worldwide.

The core responsibility of this post is to use your energy, drive, integrity and results

-

orientation to lead this dynamic and rapidly growing organization. MSCS is a large
organization with a substantial annual budget and employs more than 1200 team members

spread across 61 districts. It operates a network of more than 100 clinics and 300 outreach

service delivery points. It is growing at a rate of about 30 percent a year. You will be

accountable to the Board of Directors of MSCS, and your work will be closely monitored and

related field, Experiénce in health related fiéld Will be préferfed.” You should have =
excellent team management skills, superior communication skills and strong powers of
persuasion. MSCS maintains an excellent relationship with Government of Bangladesh

., evaluated by MSI, London.

I
. To consider yourself as eligible for this position, you must have at least 15 years of
| experience at a senior/leadership level, preferably ina development organizationy ot”’

and development partners. You should have the charisma and networking skills to
build those relationships further. More details of the job can be obtained from our

website http://www.mariestopes-bd.org/career.htm

The position offers excellent benefits and a wide scope for personal development. It entails
in-country as well as international travel.

If you meet the above criteria, please submit your application with a detailed CV to

contacted further.
N R 3 s
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<mscs@mariestopesbd.org> by 27 August 2008. Only short-listed candidates will be
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A boutique shop to an iconic brand
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Even you can reach for the stars with a little bit of financial support.
Your small ventures can become as grand as your dreams.

That's where cityT=I=3 comes in, City Bank stands beside
the small and medium entrepreneurs of the country.

taking SME to the next level

@
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