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Power-sharing talks on Nepal
govt end inconclusively

Kathmandu prepares to name first president

PT1, AFP, Kathmandu

A crucial power-sharing meeting
between Maoists and the CPN-UML

ended inconclusively here yesterday
as the two parties failed to sort out
differences over the key issue of the
election ol the president, deepening
further the three-month-old political
deadlock in Nepal.

“We held extensive talks on the
issue of formation of new govern-
ment, election of the president and
matters related to power sharing but
no agreement has yet been
reached,” CPN-UML central com-
mittee member Bhim Rawal, who
was also present at the meeung,
said

"We are still trying to find a com-
mon ground and we have continued
to stress on moving ahead by main-
taining cooperation and collabora-

ton,” he said after the meeting
between Prachanda and CPN-UMI
general secretary Jhalanath Khanal,

Ihough the talks were moving
towards a posituve direction, no
decision was reached yeton electing
the president, he said

CPN-UML, the third largest
party in the Constituent Assembly,
has claimed the post of president
after the Maoists rejected Nepali
Congress' proposal to make Girija
Prasad Koiralathe president.

Nepali Congress vice-president
Ramchandra Poudyal said there is
no possibility of cooperation and
collaboration with the Maoists
unless they return the seized prop-
ertyand change their behaviour.

Unless the Maoists fully honour
the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement they signed in the past
and return the land and property

Pakistan wants
more restrictions
on AQ Khan,
says lawyer

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan's government 1S seeking
to tighten restrictions on nuclear
scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan in
response to a legal challenge seek-
ing his release from house arrest,
his lawyer said yesterday.

Khan, the father of the country's
atomic bomb, has been effectvely
under house arrestin [slamabad since
February 2004 when he confessed
that he transferred nuclear secrets to
[ran, Libyaand North Korea.

[he scientist's wife earlier this
month lodged a court challenge
against the restrictions on her hus-
band, who had cancer surgeryin 2006,
arguing that he should be allowed out
tomeet familyand friends.

But Khan has angered the
authornues with a senes of recent
media interviews, including sev-
eral in which he alleged that
President Pervez
he was taking centrifuges to North

Koreain 2000

he government has been

saving that Khan was not under |

detention, but now it has told the

e —

Musharraf knew |

court that it wants to increase the |

restrictions,” Khan's lawyer Javed
[qbal Jaftery told reporters outside
Islamabad High Court.

‘"The government has said that
telephone and Internet facilities
should be withdrawn,” he said,
following a relaxation on his links
to the outside world after a new
anti-Musharraf government won
elecionsin February

Jaffery said that the government
had filed a reply to the challenge by
Khan's wife but he would not dis-
close its contents.
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they seized from people we cannot
cooperate with them in forming the
new government, he told.

'he Maoists are still carrying out
acts of terror, violence, abduction
and extorton, he said and asked the
Maoist leadership to control their
youth wing Young Comimunist
League belore forging any alliance,
he said.

New government could not be
formed even three weeks aflter
Prime Minister Ginja Prasad Koirala
announced his resignation from the
post during the Constituent
Assembly meeting.

I'he Maoists do not want to share
power but they seek our cooperation
to form their government, which is
impossible, Poudyal said.

The Parliament has passed the
fitth amendment bill to amend the
constitution to include the provi-

sion of forming and dissolving a
government through a simple
majoritylast week,

Meanwhile, Nepal's first presi-
dent could be chosen later this
week with the country's Maoists
and other parties reporting some
progress in ending a post-
monarchy deadlock, officials said
Tuesday,

Ihe impoverished Himalayan
naton has effectuvely been without a
proper government since May 28,
when a newly elected constitutional
assembly voted to abolish the 240-
year-old monarchy and proclaim a
republic.

But Manohar Prasad Bhattarai,
general secretary of Nepal's new
constitutional assembly, told AFP
thata the body was now expected 1o
chooseapresidenton July 19,
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A!n Indian vend?r pushes his fruit-laden bicycle along a flooded street in Patna yesterday. Areas of the Indian state of
Biharare experiencing floods after several days of continuous monsoon rain.
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Activists of Pakistan's main fundamentalist Islamic party of Jamaat-i-Islami
(JI) carry placards as they shout slogans during an anti-US rally in Lahore
yesterday. Hundreds of Islamists held the rally against the operations of US
forces inlragand Afghanistan and demanded their withdrawal. '

PHOTO: AFP

Indian govt behind

@he Daily Star

Malaysia
issues arrest
warrant for
Anwar

AP, Kuala Lurnpur

Malaysian police issued an arrest
warrant yesterday for opposition
leader Anwar Ibrahim in connec-
tion with a sodomy accusation by a
male former aide, hislawyer said.

Counsel Sankara Nair said
police told him Anwar was formally
“a suspect” in the case and faxed
him a letter asking the politician to
appear at a police station for ques-
tioning before Wednesday at 2 p.m.

"An arrest warrant on your
client has been issued,” said the
letter, signed by investigating
officer Jude Pereira. Nair distrib-
uted copies of the letter at a news
conference held in Anwar'’s house.
Anwarhimselfdid not attend.

T'he sodomy accusation, made
last month by a male aide, injected
an unexpected twist to Malaysia's
politics, which was already in
turmoil.

anti-Maoist attacks

Says HR Watch

AFP, New Delhi

At least 100,000 villagers in eastern
India have been forced to flee their
homes in spiralling violence
spurred by a state-backed anti-
Maoist vigilante group, a US-based
rights group said yesterday.

Human Rights Watch accused
government forces of taking part in
some of the wviolence, in,which
vigilantes allegedly attacked and
killed supporters of banned left-
wing rebels in the Maoist heartland
of Chhattisgarh state.

The rights group is calling for
the state government to immedi-
ately end its support of the vigi-
lantes and investigate rights

abuses by its forces, as well as
protect villagers who want to
return home.

"It 1s 100 percent certain that
government forces were involved,"
said Jo Becker, director of chil-
dren’s advocacy at Human Rights
Watch, ahead of the group's release
on Tuesday of a report on rights
abusesin the state.

“"We literally talked to dozens of
eye-witnesses. In numerous cases
they were very clear that govern-
ment forces were present and not
only present, they were actively
participating,” added Becker, who
was part of a research team the
group sent to the state in 2007 and
2008.

Shitomani Akali Dal to vote
against UPA govt

Manmohan confident of winning trust vote

PTI, Chandigarh/ New Delhj

Putting to rest all speculation on
party’'s stand on the nuclear deal,
the Shiromani Akali Dal, which has
eight members in the Lok Sabha,
yesterday said it would vote against
the Congress-led UPA government
during the trust vote.

“The SAD has a clear-cut policy
against the Congress. After
detailed discussions, the party has
decided not to support the
Congress-led government during
the trust vote,” SAD president
Parkash Singh Badal said.

"Our party does not believe in
horse-trading. SAD MPs will vote
along with the NDA during the

confidence vote,” the Punjab Chief
Minister told meet the press
programme here,

He categorically said the party
would not abstain from voting,
adding "our MPs will not run away
from thebattlefield.”

Badal said the SAD would also
notissue any whip as there were no
differences among party MPs on
the nukeissue,

Slamming the ruling UPA, Badal
said it had not taken the Akalis into
confidence on the India-US
nucleardeal.

Asked whether the SAD, by
voting against the government,
would not be blamed for dislodg-
ing the country’s first Sikh Prime

Minister, he said "instead of adopt-
INg a conservative approach, we
should have a broad thinking on
the matter.”

“If this is the case (the issue of
Sikh premier), then tomorrow all
Hindus, Christians and Muslims
will start voting for the man of their
community and religion,” Badal
said.

Meanwhile, a week ahead of the
Lok Sabha trust vote, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh yester-
day expressed confidence that the
UPA coalition will win in the trial of
strength triggered by the Indo-US
nuclear deal which "will in no way
impinge” on India’s strategic
programme.

[raq, Afghanistan wars
hurting bid to destroy
surplus arms

AFP, United Nations

The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
are undermining efforts to
destroy surplus weapons by
creating new markets for coun-
tries to sell their unwanted fire-
arms, according to a survey pub-
lished here Mondavy.

Although the world is witness-
ing "the largest systematic
destruction of military small

arms and light weapons since the
end of World War II," countries
that would normally have
destroyed their surplus weapons
are now being encouraged to
export them, the Small Arms
Survey 2008 said.

"The wars 1n Afghanistan and
[raq have created a revolution in
the market for second hand weap-
ons,” said Aaron Karp, a senior
consultantwith the Survey.

IAEA board to meet Aug 1

on India nuclear deal

AP, Vienna

The board of governors for the
United Nations' nuclear watchdog
agency will meetAug. 1 to voteon a
deal thatwould allow international
monitors to inspect some of India’s
atomic facilities, a spokeswoman
said Monday:.

Melissa Fleming, spokeswoman
for the International Atomic
Energy Agency, gave no details in
announcing the meeting. But the
board is expected to adopt the
agreement, a draft of which India

has circulated among the 35
natonson the governing board.

The board's approval would
open the way for India's civilian
nuclear programme do business
with 45 nations that export nuclear
fuel and technology.

India, which developed its own
nuclear weapons, has been shut
out of such deals because it did not
sign the Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty, which was designed to
prevent the spread of atomic arse-
nals.

India has been eager in recent

years to demonstrate its readiness
to join the international monitor-
INg system, so it can gain access 1o
foreign-produced reactor fuel and
nuclear technology as it scrambles
to find enough uranium to supply
both its energy sector and its
nuclearweapons facilities.

On Friday, Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh's gov-
ernment said it would hold a par-
liamentary confidence vote within
a week to determine the future of a
controversial nuclear deal with the
United States.
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