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Group Art
Exhibition

Gallery Samatata,
H 4, Rd 95, Guishan-2
Date: July 12-21

Time: 11am-8pm
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§ Reaching out to a wider audience |

Album of Nazrul Sangeet, arranged
by Arnob, in the offing
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Clockwise (from top) artiste Samina Chowdhury, Arnob and Kiran Chandra Roy perform at the

programme.

KARIM WAHEED
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Luva Nahid Chowdhury, managing
director of Bengal Foundation,
termed the evening "an informal
ashor”. There was however, a
raison d'étre. Going over a pro-
posed album of Nazrul Sangeet
The fresh approach would be a
collection of Nazrul songs by
artistes who have attained popu-

larity in other genres with music

arrangement by Arnob. Bengal

Musicwill produce the album.

The programme at Bengal
Shilpalay, held last Thursday eve-
ning, was attended by artistes,
music enthusiasts and Rasheda K.
Chowdhury, adviser to the Minis-
try of Cultural Affairs.

The proposed album is the
brainchild of noted Nazrul artiste
Sadya Afreen Mallick. "I've been

pondering over this project for a
while. Unfortunately Nazrul
Sangeet i1s becoming somewhat of
aniche genre. [t needs to reach out
to a wider audience, in particular
the young listeners if Nazrul
Sangeet is to reach the heights of
mass popularity it had attained in
the past,” she said.

"Bengal Foundation is an empa-
thetic patron of the arts in our
country and over the years it has
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produced some albums that have
been much appreciated by music
exponents and enthusiasts. When
introduced the idea to Abul Khair,
chairman of Bengal Foundation,
he eagerly listened and agreed. We
felt the project needed innovative
compositions and that Arnob
could be the right person to helm
this project,” she added.,

The album will feature a reper-
toire of both familiar and less famil-
lar Nazrul Sangeet rendered by
Subir Nandi, Kiran Chandra Roy,
Shakila Zafarand Fahmida Nabi.

"Some of these artistes started
their career with Nazrul Sangeet.
For whatever reason, they have
gradually moved away from the
genre. However, the common
interesthereisahungertodosome-
thing new, to be a part of a novel
project,” Mallick said.

Kiran Chandra Roy said, "I feel
that Tagore and Nazrul artistes are
sometimes possessive and intoler-
ant of anyone from 'outside’ the
recognised circle of artistes of the
two genres. As if the songs of
Rabindranath and Nazrul are
someone's personal property. Why
shouldn't a folk artiste sing
Rabindra Sangeet that follow the
baul style, or Nazrul Sangeet that
has theessence of bhatiyali*®

The artiste thefi presentedrendi-
tions of Nazrul Sangeet, Rimjhim
ghano deya baroshey and Shaon
ashilo phirey that the audience
raved about throughout the eve-
ning. Roy's mastery over the details,
effortless gliding through the highs
and lows and execution of the
subtlest of the mudki made the
renditions thoroughlyenjoyable.

Roy also sang an S.D. Burman
classic Biroho boro bhalo lagey.

Fahmida Nabi performed
adhunik songs from her album
Dupur-er Ekla Pakhi (produced by
Bengal Foundation).

Amob sang a Rabindra Sangeet
Ami mar-er shagor pari debo. The
musician said, "Growing up in
Shantiniketan, I didn't have much
exposure to Nazrul Sangeet. So |
would like to spend sometime lis-
tening to as much of Nazrul's work
as I can. If this evening is any indica-

tion of the tremendous breath of

diversity Nazrul Sangeet has to offer,
I've got my work cut out for me! I'm
thoroughly excited by the project. |
can'twait toget started.”

Graduation ceremony of
Prachyanat School's 14th batch

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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The graduaton ceremony of the
fourteenth batch of Prachyanat
School of Acting and Design
{(PSAD) was held recently. On the
occasion, students of Prachyanat
staged the play Narak Gulzarat Dr.
Neelima Ibrahim Auditorium,
Mahila Samity. Founded by
Prachyanat on June 8, 2001, the
theatre school offers a six-month
long certificate course in acting
and design. The school has

. Students of Prachyanat with the guests at the certificate giving ceremony,

emerged as one of the very few
institutions providing theatre
education in the country.

The event started with a
discussion. Poet Asad
Chowdhury was the chief guest
and theatre personality Lucky
Enam was the special guest at
the programme.

Shahidul Mamun, director
(academic), PSAD and Azad Abul
Kalam, director (acting), PSAD
were also present.

The discussion was followed by
the certificate giving ceremony.

Asad Chowdhury and Lucky Enam
handed the certificates to the
graduates.

The event ended with the stag-
ing of Narak Gulzar written by
Manoj Mitra and directed by
Jahangir Alam.

The playdepicts asociety where
the poor and vulnerable are
exposed to suppression and dis-
crimination. The rulers are self-
centred and have no empathy for
the poor. It's a society with no
ethical values. The play however,
endsonapositive note.
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Child artiste from
Mymensingh
shows great
potential

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh
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Child artiste Afsana Roquiya
Lima has flown to Japan to
attend the 20th Children's
Meeting of Asia Pacific
Region that started on July
10. The event will continue
till July 24,

Lima is a part of the eight-
member team of child artistes
that is representing Ban-
gladesh.

A student of class VIII at
Bidyamoyee Govt. Girls'
School in Mymensingh,
Lima has demonstrated her
artistic talents at the
national-level competitions
organised by Bangladesh
Shishu Academy, Nutun Kuri
and Shapla Kuri. She
secured the first position in
the district and became
champions in all categories
inwhich she participated.

Lima has also received an
award from Tehran Radio,
Iran for her performance,
according to family sources.
Lima has been training in
music, dance and poetry
recitation under the guid-
ance of Ustad Anwar
Hossain, Waseq and Amjad

Dolan respectively,
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Exhibition of the
Art of Nakshi

Kantha
Celebrating 30th anniversary

of Aarong

Title: Stories of Stitches
Venue: Plaza, National Art
Gallery, BSA

Date: July 16-19 (Inauguration
on July 16)

Time: 4.30 pm

Cultural organiser Milon
Sarkar passes away

onJuly6.

ters.
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Local cultural organiser and
Freedom Fighter Milon
Sarkar is no more. Sarkar
was battling blood cancer.
He passed away at the Tata
Hospital in Mumbai, India

Former president of
Tangail Natya Bitan, Milon
Sarkarwas 64. He is survived
by his wife and two daugh-

Born to a noble zamindar
family in Aloa of Tangail
Sadar upazila, Milon Sarkar
had significant contribution

in developing the cultural
scene in Tangail during the last four decades. Moreover, he
actively took partin the Liberation War.

People from all walks of life including political leaders and
cultural activists paid their homage to Milon Sarkar at
Bindubasini Govt. Boys High School premises in the town.

Tangail District Administration gave the brave Freedom Fighter
a guard of honour, with his mortal remains wrapped in the
national flag.

Among others, prominent freedom fighter Abdul Kader
Siddiqui Bir Uttam, Tangail AL leader Ataur Rahman Khan, district
BNP general secretary Moniruzzaman Bulbul, district JP general
secretary Khandakar Nazim Uddin and acting Mayor of Tangail
Pourasabha ZafarAhmed were presenton the occasion.

Later, Sarkar was cremated at the Kagmari Rani Dinomoni
Shamshanin the town.
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Programme

Title: Srotar Ashor

Artistes; Chandana
Majumder, Sharmin Shathi
Istam, Nirjhor Chowdhury and
Alakananda Subrita
Organiser: Chhayanat
Venue: Chhayanat Sangskrit
Bhaban

Date: July 17, Time: 7:15pm

Ken Loach retrospective
at Bangladesh Film Centre

A scene from Loach's film The Wind That Shakes the Barley

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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Bangladesh Short Film Forum
(BSFF) and Centre for Asian Art
and Culture (CAAC) have been
jointly organising retrospective
film screenings, highlighting
works of the master filmmakers
since June this year, As part of the
Initiative, a five-day retrospective
on British filmmaker Kenneth
Loach (1936-present), widely
known as Ken Loach, began at the
Bangladesh Film Centre
(auditorium of BSFF), Aziz
Cooperative Super Market from
July 12. Nine films directed by
Loachwillbe screened till July 16.

Asadul Karim, member of
BSFKE read out the keynote paper
on Ken Loach's liferand works
prior to the screening of the

director's Palme d'Or (Cannes
Film Festival) winning film The
Wind That Shakes the Barley
(2006).

Loach is known for his
naturalistic style highlighting
social realism, evident in his film
treatment. Some of his films,
which will be screened at the
retrospective, are -- Kes (1969),
Hidden Agenda (1990), Riff Raff
(1991), Land and Freedom (1995),
Carla’s Song (1996) and Sweet
Sixteen (2002).

Apart from this, the organisers
will also arrange retrospectives on
Robert Bresson (France) and
YasujiroOzu (Japan).

Today Riff Raff and Hidden
Agenda will be-screened-at 4.pm
and 6pmrespectively.
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