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Rural Micro
Entrepreneur Fair
held in Pabna

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR, Pabna
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Aromatic Gold Dhaka Fashion Week '08
Grand finale

'Stories of Change': Women as
agents of social transformation
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the barriers placed upon her by
local mullahs, outraged that a
woman would cover their events.

One also meets women who
seek to berter the lives of the
disadvantaged by using their own
resources. There is, for instance
the 22-year-old Dipaly Goala, a
school teacher and field worker
from Sylhet, whose mission itis to
educate the young and delivering
the qualms of the local tea labour-
ers to the Union. Like her, Begum
Royeka, a 60-year-old social
activist, setup her own organisa-
tion to educate and empower
women and girlsin Netrokona.

Then there is Kamala Rani Ray,
a 32-year-old goldsmith from
Sirajganj. This intrepid woman,
the breadwinner of her family of
five, keeps burglars away at night
and leads a life deemed uncon-
ventional by traditional stan-
dards.

The focus on these five women
gives the film a powerful dimen-
sion. From a 16-year-old to a 60
year-old, one can see quite clearly
that the path to empowerment
differs for everywoman.

Director Kamar Ahmad Simon
and executive producer Sara
Afreen, both trained architects,
accentuate the visual appeal of
the film by using innovative tech-
niques and paying attention to
minute details. On the way, the

A two-day 'Rural Micro Entrepre-
neur Fair concluded in Pabna
recently. Pabna District adminis-
tration and the local non govern-
ment organisations (NGO) jointly
organised the fair at Bondhon
Community Center, Pabna. Differ-
ent NGO's and micro entrepre-
neurs took part in the fair with their
own products. Discussion meeting
and cultural programmes were
held to mark the event.

Managing Director of Palli Karma
Sahayak Foundation (PKSF), Kazi
Mesbah Uddin Ahmed inaugurated
the fair. General manager of PKSE
MA Hakim, Pabna Deputy Commis-
sioner Khondoker Md. Mokhlesur
Rahman were present.

Convenor of the fair and the
executive director of Anonna Samaj
Kollan Sammitee, Mahafuz Ali
Kadery chaired the programme.
Chief executive officer of Pabna Zila
Board, Md. Sadar Ali Bishwas was
the chief guest. Among others
Pabna Sadar upazila Nirbahi officer
(UNO), Md. Abdul Hakim; Manag-
iIng director of Universal Group,
Sohani Hossain; Vice president of
Pabna Chamber of Commerce and
Industries, Md. Mahabubul Alam
Mukul; Mayor of Pabna Municipal-
ity, Toma Islam addressed the con-
cluding programme.

The speakers said that such
events would encourage the small
entrepreneurs, “People in the rural
areas of our country, who contrib-
ute to the nation's progress, are
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Scenes from the documentary.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT ers, the production team, entre-

preneurs, and all others drawn to
the topic.

One the way, the viewer
encounters women like Champa
Chakma from Rangamati who are
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The finale of Stories r:l_,f- ( ..jIH“!lft’. a
documentary film by Kamar
Ahmad Simon and Sara Afreen.

Models in dazzling ethnic wear and subtle pink matched with ravishing, ivory dupatta by designer Maheen Khan on the concluding
ceremony of Aromatic Gold Dhaka Fashwn 20{}8 PHOTO: ZAHEDUL | KHAN
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showwith a creative edge.

Bold stripes and ball prints were the high-
lights of Anyamela's collection of kota and
muslin saris. Red, magenta and royal blue
ruled the stage while parrot green and earthy
tones like beige had their subtle presence.
Kataan borders in vibrant colours livened up

like soft silk and muslin -- this time with different
arrays of shadesand designs.

Maheen Khan was awarded for her
outstanding contribution in fashion, while
The Daily Star was honoured for their
contribution in promoting fashion.

Aromatic Gold Dhaka Fashion Week 2008

neurs play an important role in the
rural economy. Such fairs will
encourage them,” theysaid.
NGO's displayed the small
entrepreneurs’ products such as
jute bags, food items, "kantha",
and spices '‘Anonna Somaj Kollan

ways of Women s Empowerment
and Research Programme in
collaboration with BEGINNING,
a film and communication studio,
reveals that while women may
struggle to find self-identity, the

erment and Research Programme
1S a five- year -international pro-
ject that seeks to analyse the
pathways of women's empower-
ment. The programme is based in
BRAC Institute of BRAC Univer-

Curtains came down at the Aromatic Gold
Dhaka Fashion Week 2008 with glamorous
splendouron July 12 at Dhaka Club.

With a hue of the '80s, Maheen Khan's selec-
tion created a graceful aura. First in line were
stylish shalwar kameez matched with jamdani

year-old spin bowler for the Ban-
gladesh National Women's
Cricket Team, Champa must still
cope with village gossip circu-
lated by critics appalled with the
idea of a girl spending her days
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hurdles on the way are shared by playing sports. Similarly Bilkish sity. The film was a product of Shangshtha', 'BOSS', 'Banchte dupatia with a lining of tassels. Maheenintro- the geometric patterns, while contrasting was presented by Marico and organised by :
many of them. The audience Akther Sumi a 29 year-old jour- research carried out by this pro- Chai', 'Protishruti’', 'CCDB’, duced a creative line of blouses of halternecks, shades drew attention to the blouses lined Tupa and Associates in association with The
comprised of Pathways' research-  palist from Sylhet, had to rounce ject. 'ASEAB' and Universal Food Ltd. deep cut with ribbons, high-collars and bunny withglitterylace. Daily Star.
took partin the fair.
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