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Barcelona president Joan Laporta addresses a news conference after surviving an emergency board meeting on Thursday.

Laporta stays in charge

Football

AFP, Madrid

Barcelona’s under-fire president
Joan Laporta on Thursday survived
an emergency board meeting, but
eight other leading officials
resigned in protest at the Spanish
glants.

The eight, including three vice-
presidents out of a total of 17 board
members, opposed Laporta con-
tnuing in his post, said Albert
Vicens.

Thursday's meeting followed a
weekend vote of confidence which
Laporta barely survived.

Vicens said the vote showed
club members are "deeply
unhappy” with Laporta's leader-
ship of Barcelona, which has failed
to win any silverware in the past
{WO seasons.

“Our feeling is not shared by the
president nor by those who remain
with him,” Vicens said in a state-
menton behalfof the eight.

"We respect the legitimate
decision of the colleagues (who
remain) and we wish them much
success in their work.”

Laporta got the backing of just
37.75 per cent of the 39,389 club
members who took partin the vote
at the weekend, while 60.60 per
cent voted against him staying on
until his current mandate at the
clubendsin June 2010,

To be successful, the motion
against Laporta needed to have the
support of more than two-thirds of
voters.

Laporta, who has headed the
club since 2003 and was re-elected
in 2006, said Tuesday he had no
intention of stepping down,

Under his management the club
won back-to-back league titles in
2005 and 2006, along with the
Champions League in 2006.

But Barca ended last season in
third place, missing out on auto-
matic qualification for the lucrative
Champions League.

In May, Dutch coach Frank
Rijkaard was dismissed after five

years in the job and replaced by
Spaniard Josep Guardiola.

The eight who resigned
Thursday included the first vice-
president, Albert Vicens, the sports
vice-president, Marc Ingla, and the
vice-presidentin charge of finance,
Ferran Soriano.

The five others were Antoni
Rovira, Claudia Vives-Fierro,
Evarist Murtra, Xavier Cambra and
Josep Lluis Vilaseca.

Laporta will have to appoint
replacements for the eight, since the
board must have at least 14 mem-
bers forits decisions to be valid.

Barca was also in turmoil at the
end of the 2004-2005 season
despite winningthe title that year.

Four members of the board,
including the sports vice president
Sandro Rosell, resigned, accusing
the management of failing to carry
its original plan for the club.

Rosell, who Laporta believes
was behind Sunday's confidence
vote, said the current management

"1s notindependent or transparent |

ordemocratic”.

Liverpool sign Cavalieri

Le¥Football

AFP, Liverpool

Liverpool manager Rafa Benitez
signed Brazilian goalkeeper Diego
Cavalieri from Palmeiras on Friday.

Cavalieri, 25, agreed a four-year
contract with the Premier League
club and will act as understudy to
firstchoice keeper Jose Reina.

“Liverpool have confirmed the
signing of goalkeeper Diego
Cavalieri from Brazilian outfit
Palmeiras,” a statement on the
club’swebsite read.

Cavaliern, believed to have cost
three million pounds (3.7 million
euros), is Rafa Benitez's third sig-
nificant close-season capture after

the arrivals of Italian defender
Andrea Dossena and Swiss full-
back Philipp Degn.

The Brazilian knows he faces a
tough fight to replace Reina but
expects to be rewarded in the long-
term.

"I know it won't be easy to get
into the team," he told
Liverpoolfc.tv. "I watched some
Liverpool games in both the
Premier League and Champions
League last year and | know Pepe is
avery good goalkeeper.

"But everyone has to fight for
their place and I'm sure we will
have a healthy rivalry.

“I know I will have to be patient
and work very hard to achieve my
aims - butitis always like that when
you come from another country.

My confidence has got me |
where | am today and maybe peo- |
ple are aware of what I did at |

Palmeiras in Brazil. I am sure that
one day I can get the number one
position but that will only come
with hard work "

Cavalieri joins fellow Brazilians
Fabio Aurelio and Lucas at

Liverpool and has already spoken |
to his compatriotsto find outabout |

life on Merseyside.

"I had an opportunity to talk to
Lucas and Fabio when I arrived and
they have welcomed me with open
arms,” he added. "They said that if
there is anything I need they will
help me. I'm very pleased that I'll
be playing alongside some
Brazilians."

Nasri seals Gunners move

AFP, London

English Premier
League side
Arsenal on

@I\ Py Friday com-
pleted the sign-

ing of French international
midfielder Samir Nasri from
Marseille.

The 21-year-old arrives on a long-
term contract for an undisclosed fee,
believed to be around 12 million
pounds (23.7 million dollars).

Nasri, who will join up with the
Arsenal squad on their pre-season
tour of Austria on July 21, said: "I
am very happy to become an
Arsenal player, it means such a lot
o me.

"This is a very important step in

my life as a football player because
Arsenal isamassive club.

"I really hope everything will go
well for me here. I will my best for
Arsenal and its fans and I am hon-
oured to be part of such a great
football club.”

Nasri, who was' Marseille's
Player of the Year in 2007, is Arsene
Wenger's second close-season
capture after the signing of Welsh
starlet Aaron Ramsey from Cardiff.

The Gunners boss believes his
latest acquisition has all the attrib-
utes to make an instant impact at
the Emirates Stadium.

"Samir has shown great poten-
tial with his performances for
Marseille and the French national
team over the past two seasons and

he will add great quality to our
squad,”Wengersaid.
"He 1s young, quick and techni-
cally an outstanding player."
Nasri's arrival could speed

Alexander Hleb's departure after |

the Belarus winger told Gunners
boss Arsene Wenger that he wanted
to leave London because he can't
stand the hecticlifestyle.

Barcelona are leading the chase
for Hleb, who may not be the only
player heading for the Emirates exit
door.

Wenger is resigned to losing
Brazilian midfielder Gilberto Silva
to Greek club Panathinaikos and
has afighton his hands to persuade

Emmanuel Adebayor to snub AC
Milan's advances.

Fowler heads for Rovers

AFP, London

Striker Robbie
Fowler is set for a
return to the
Premier League
after Cardiff
announced he is joining Blackburn
Rovers.

The 33-year-old former England
forward was expected to sign a new
one-year deal at Cardiff but told the
club he would be joining Rovers.

Fowler's agent George Scott
admitted the approach from
Rovers was too good an opportu-
nity to turn down.

“Robbie was all set to sign up at
Cardiff but at the last minute Paul
Ince came in and handed him a
chance to return to the Premier
League,” Scott told the South Wales
Echo.

*He started in the Premier
League and it seems right to finish
his career in the Premier League.”

Astatement on Cardiff's website
confirmed the deal: "Late on
Thursday Robbie informed us that
he has been offered the opportu-
nity to join Blackburn Rovers.

"We fully understand the lure of
the Premier League was a major
factor in his decision and we wish
Robbie well in the future at his new
club.”

Fowler joined Cardiff last year
after being released by Liverpool
and scored six goals in 16 games for
the Bluebirds. But he has not
played since mid-December
because of a hip injury that
required surgery.

City chairman Peter Ridsdale
insisted the release of Fowler would
free up funds for other strikers to
move to Ninian Park.

“We signed him last year with a
year's option, but at this stage in his
career it's understandable that he
accepts an offer w go to the
Premiership,” he told BBC Radio

Wales.

"We have to thank Robbie and
move on, he goes with our best
wishes.

“His image rights were impor-
tant to us last year, but now we're
looking at what he could do on the
field.

"Robbie’s move frees up budget
forustolook for another striker.”

The move will reunite Fowler
with new Blackburn manager Ince
- an old friend since their time at
Anfield.

Fowler, who joins Rovers on
their pre-season tour to
Germany, made his Liverpool
debut in 1993, scoring 171 goals
in 330 games before joining Leeds
for 11 million pounds in 2001 and
Manchester City for 6 million
pounds in 2003,

He returned for a second spell at
Anfield in January 2006, although

l?is starting appearances were
limited,
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Milan ban Kaka

from Beijing

AFP, Paris

AC Milan have banned star
midfielder Kaka from playing for
Brazil at the Beijing Olympics, the
[talian giants said on their official
website, www.acmilan.com,

"Following news coming out of
Brazil on the participation of Kaka
at the Olympics, AC Milan reiter-
ates its position of not allowing the
player o join the Brazilian Olympic
team, " said the statement.

AC Milan said on May 19 that
they would not give the 26-year-old
the green light to play in China.

Tough choice
for C'Ron

AFP, London

David Beckham believes Cristiano
Ronaldo faces the hardestdecision of
his life as the Manchester United
winger contermplates a move to Real
Madrid.

Beckham was in the same posi-
tion as Ronaldo in 2003 when he quit
United to join Real and the England
star admitted he found it tough to
walk away from Old Trafford.

Ronaldo must decide whether to
push United to sell him after making
it clear he wants to move to the
Spanish champions and Beckham is
convinced the Portugal international
has been struggling to make his
choice.

"Playing for Manchester United
was my dream but so was playing for
Real. It was an incredibly difficult
choice to make and I'm sure it is the
same for Cristiano," Beckham told
the Sun.

"When I left Manchester United
the only other club I wanted to play
forwas Real Madrid.

"Living in Madrid and playing for
Madrid - there's not many better
clubs than that apart from
Manchester United, which is equal.
But to have those two choices is good
for him."
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AFP, London

Cristiano Ronaldo believes FIFA
president Sepp Blatter was right to
controversially describe him as
being treated like a "modern-day
slave" by current club Manchester
United.

Ronaldo was responding to
Blatter's comments made earlier in
the day, in which the head of world
football insisted the player should
be allowed to join Spanish giants
Real Madrid if he wants to.

"I completely agree with the
FIFA president,” said the player
currently resting in Portugal after
undergoing an ankle operation.

He added: "The president is
correct, but I do not want to say
more.,"

Real Madrid are believed to be
prepared to offer around 85 million
euros for the 23-year-old and pay
him nine million euros on a five-
year deal.

Ronaldo, a boyhood Real fan,
has consistently been linked with a
move to the Spanish capital since
the end of last season after scoring
an impressive 42 goals last term as
United won both the Premier
League and Champions League.

"There is no agreement with
Real Madrid and I still don't know
where I will be playing next sea-
son," Ronaldo said on Thursday,
adding that he will be out for "10 to
12 weeks" to recover from his oper-
ation.

Wading into the protracted
wrangle over the player's future,
Blatter said that the current prac-
tice of tying players to long con-
tracts amounts to "modern slav-
ery”.

And he urged Manchester
United and Real Madrid "to sit
together" if Ronaldo wants a move
to the Spanish club.

"The important thing is we

should also protect the player,”
Blatter told Sky News.

"If the player wants to play
somewhere else, then a solution
should be found because if he stays
in a club where he does not feel
comfortable to play then it's not
good for the player and for the club.

"I'm always in favour of protect-
ing the player and if the player, he
wantsto leave, lethim leave.”

Blatter believes the issue raises
questions about the way transfers
and contracts are dealt with in the
game,

“I think in football there's too
much modern slavery in transfer-
ring players or buying players here
and there, and putting them some-
where," he continued.

"We are trying now to intervene
in such cases. The reaction to the
Bosman law is to make long-lasting
contacts in order to keep the play-
ers and then if he wants to leave,
then there is only one solution, he
has to pay his contract.”

United issued a swift rebuke to
Blatter's outburst, insisting that all
their players were happy to sign
contracts with the club and knew
the consequences of entering into
such an agreement,

A United spokesperson said:
"All our players - like at other clubs
- enter into their contracts after an
openand free negotiation.

"Most of whom do after taking
advice from a FIFA-registered
agent.

"Many do so on a number of
occasions and enjoy long and
successful stays at Old Trafford.”

UEFA's communications direc-
tor William Gaillard, who serves as
special advisor to European foot-
ball governing body president
Michel Platini, was also unim-
pressed by Blatter's outburst.

"It would be useful to remind
people that slaves in all of the
slavery systems never earned a
wage," said Gaillard.

In contrast, Gaillard fears the
Bosman ruling, which allows for
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Blatter was right

free transfers at the end of con-
tracts, has given players the upper
hand and contributed to spiralling
wages.

“It seems that both clubs and
players are trying to negotiate an
exit before the player is free,”
Gaillard said.

"It is a consequence of the
Bosman ruling - there is nothing we
can do about that,

"It is obvious that today players
have alot more power than they did
20 years ago, undoubtedly, and
agents have a lot more power than
theydid 20 years ago.

“Itis true that salaries are spiral-
ling out of control. Many clubs
have pointed thatout."

MU in debt of
150,000 euros

AFP, Moscow

Champions League winners
Manchester United still owe a
Moscow transportation company
150,000 euros (237,000 dollars) for
carrying their fans during the tour-
nament, company manager Pyotr
Ivanovclaimedon Friday.

"We were serving three bus routes
moving Chelsea and Manchester
United fans from Sheremetyevo,
Vnukovo and Domodedovo airports
to the city and back,” Ivanov told a
news conference.

"Unfortunately Manchester
United failed to pay off theirdebt and
still owe our company about 150,000
euros,” headded.

Ivanov said that only the compa-
nies that were working with Chelsea
at the Champions’ League final
cleared off their debts completely.

On May 21 Manchester United
won the title beating Premier League
rivals Chelsea in a penalty shootout
after the match finished 1-1 after
extra-ume.

'Slave' remarks
satisfy Real

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid are quietly satisfied
with the comments by FIFA presi-
dent Sepp Blatter urging
Manchester United to allow
Cristiano Ronaldo to leave the club,
Spanish newspapers said Friday.

Two sports newspaper, AS and
Marca, had front-page coverage of
Blatter's comments, in which he
controversially described Ronaldo
as being treated like a "modern-
dayslave” by United.

The head of world football
insisted the player should be
allowed to join Spanish champions
ifhe wants to.

"Even FIFA supports us on the
question of Ronaldo,” AS quoted a
saurce at Real assaying.

Real Madrid are believed to be
prepared to offer around 85 million
euros (134 million dollars) for the
23-year-old and pay him nine
million euros on a five-year deal.

Inter close in
on Mancini

AFP, Rome

Roma's Brazilian midfielder
Mancini is expected to switch to
[talian champions Inter Milan in a
deal reported to be worth around
13 million euros.

"The two parties are satisfied,"
Inter official Gabriele Oriali told
Sky television.

[talian media claimed that the
27-year-old would be paid around
3.5 million euros a season.

Mancini moved to Roma in
January 2003 from Atletico Mineiro
and in five seasons in the capital he
won two Italian Cups, one Super
Cup and played in two Champions
League quarterfinals where Roma
were beaten by Manchester United.

He played 154 matches in Serie
A, scoring 40 goals.
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