An interesting group exhibition
of ceramics under the banner
"Penta Dots" took place at the
Zainul Gallery recently. Five
friends, Fouzia Abedin Tani,
Mohammed Ronnie Habib, ASM
Abdullah, Sharif Ahmed and
Anwar Hossain Jony had put in
their combined efforts in the
display of art objects in burnt
clay.

Fouzia said that she was
drawn to ceramics from the
outset as it is one of the oldest art
forms of the country. "I was
exposed to ceramics work before
my studies when [ had come to
the Fine Arts Institute for coach-
ing before the admission test,’
says Fouzia. Filling in certain
requirements of measurement,
she made squares and made a
delectable design from them.
Some of the tiles are simply
burnt, while others have glaze on
them.

['ve brought in folk designs
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Clockwise (from top): Artworks by Sharif Ahmed, Fouzia Abedin

Tani and Anowar Hossain

with ornate floral motifs consist-
ing of trees, flowers, fish and
birds. This is my third year at the
[nstitute and I'm happy to study
under my teachers like
Debashish Pal, Rabiul Islam and
Shapan Shikdar," says Fouzia.
Touching on the difficulties that
she faces, she says that firing is a
hassle. The processing of the clay,
she adds, also takes care and

time. The ceramics students
often go to the "Pal para" of Rai
Bazar as the ovens for clay firing
there are adequate. She says that
the students also try their hands
in making household items,
although in the exhibition only
decorated mugs have been kept.
Fouzia hopes to do sculpture in
future.

Jony's work includes a portrait
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in green, brown and beige. He
also brings in a couple with
slanted eyes, seen embracing
each other. There is also a portrait
of an eastern bride, complete
with jewellery. Another of his
work is a night scene. He deals
with motids of fish, elephants,
birds and horses. Abstract work
with rectangles, semicircles and
lines is also included in Jony's
attempdts.

Sharif's work includes a boat at
sail, a bullock cart, a bearded flute
player, houses, a 'hokkah’, birds
and a sunburst. All these symbols
from wvillage life are placed on a
single frame.

Ronnie has different portray-
als of swans near the river bank,
green monsters in the shape of
gnomes with spindly arms,
hooked nose and drawn together
inaway thatspoke of despair.

Abdullah hasitems like faces of
queens, fish, doves and animals.

The designs and motifs as well
as the experiments were all prom-
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265th birth
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Russian poet

Gavriil Derzhavin
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Cannes success gives Italian cinema a boost

When two Italian films won the lop runner-up
prizes at the Cannes Film Festival in May, the
reaction at home was akin to that usually
reserved for victorious national soccer teams.

The news media went wild.

“The Italian redemption,” the critic Natalia
Aspesi wrote in a front-page article in the Rome
daily La Repubblica, lavishly praising the two
films for their clean break from the spiritless
cinema that had taken root in Italy in recent
years.

“Gomorrah,” Matteo Garrone's unblinking
exposé of the Neapolitan underworld, won the
grand prix, and “[l Divo” (subtitled “The Extraor-
dinary Life of Giulio Andreotti”), Paolo
Sorrentino’s unflattering portrait of the man
who was prime minister of Italy seven times,
tookhome the jury prize,

[ntellectuals jumped on the bandwagon,
pronouncing the birth of a new movement that
some dubbed neo-neorealism, in homage to the
golden post-war era when directors like Roberto
Rossellini, Vittorio de Sica and Federico Fellini
captivated audiences and critics alike.

“You can call it neo or whatever you want,”
said Caterina d'Amico, chief executive of RAI
Cinema, a division of the national broadcaster
RAI, which helped finance “"Gomorrah.” “The
fact is that great Italian cinema is rooted in
reality. At the heart is a way of looking at the
world or a personor society for whatitis.” Amer-
icans, she added, “are good at telling dreams;
we're good at telling reality.”

The last ime Italy won two top prizes at Cannes
was in 1972, when two films that also skewered
contemporary Italy shared the highest award, the
Palme d'Or: Francesco Rosi's “Mattei Affair” and
Elio Petri's “Working Class Goesto Heaven.”

Mostly, though, many critics and industry
experts see the recent recognition at Cannes as a
positive sign that after a protracted dark age,
periodically brightened by hits that turned out
to be flashes in the pan, Italian cinema is finally
backon track.

11 The fact:that Fwotfingland important films

won gives resonance to both films,” said Lrene
Bignardi, the president of Filmitalia, which

lens,” she said,

For many years independent Italian cinema
languished under the often-justified allegation
that its excessive navel-gazing held little appeal
beyond the country's borders.

But while “Gomorrah” and “Il Divo” deal with
distinctly Italian themes, they use a narrative
and visual language that is decidedly interna-

tional, and that, critics concur, accounts for
theirsuccess at Cannes.

Sorrentino, the director of “Il Divo.” said the

It's agood starting point,” he added.

Weeks after their release on hundreds of
screens, “Gomorrah” and “Il Divo” are still playing
on dozens. By comparison, Francesco Munzi's
“Resto Della Notte,” a biting snapshot of ltalian
middle-class wealth and immigrant violence that
also showed at Cannes, was playing on only 6]
screens when it opened in June, which is far more
typical of independent films here.

The Cannes awards have also stoked the
never-ending debate on the Italian model of

A scene from “Gomorrah,” winner of the grand prix at Cannes

‘novelty of the language” of his film, which uses
a raucous soundtrack and lush, innovative
cinematography to turn Andreotti's story into a
larger meditation on power, “has given this film
a life outside Italy.” Distribution rights have
been sold to several European countries, includ-
ing France and Britain.

At home “Il Divo,” which cost about $6.7
million to make, has grossed about that much in
its first six weeks. “Gomorrah,” which cost about
$6.2 million, has ma¢le about,§15 million since.
its release in mid-May, (second only to the latest
“Indiana Jones” instalment).

public financing for films, an approach that has
been as vehemently criticised as a system of
private patronage using public money as it has
been praised post-Cannes.

Each winning film received money from the
state, “which shows that Italy's cultural and
industrial policy regarding film works and bears
fruit,” said Andrea Occhipinti of Lucky Red, an
Italian production and distribution company
that co-produced “Il Divo.” He said that the film,

1+ dike mastimportantitalian films of recent years,”
could not have been made without public money

What is not in dispute is the effect an impor-

tant prize has on box office fortunes. The classic
example is Giuseppe Tornatore's “Cinema
Paradiso,” which opened on a limited number of
screens and made a pittance, Rossett said. It

promotes [talian cinema abroad. The films were
not made in a vacuum, she noted, but “emerged
from an overall situation thatis quite bright.”

That flush bottom line could have a long-
term effect on the Italian film industry in gen-
eral.

Bignardi had justreturned from New York and

“Until this spring producers were oriented
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