Photo Exhibition

Maruf Hasan Abhi's 1st solo
exhibition

Title: Urban lifestyle
cannibalising the rural way of
life and environmental
degradation

Venve: Galerie Zoom,
Alliance Francaise de Dacca,
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi,
Date: July 10-23
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[oday veteran Bangladeshi poet Al
Manmud turns 73. He was born in
1936, in Kasba, Brahamanbana. It
was a rainy night when he came
inta this world

He came to Dhaka, looking for
work, when he was 21. Around
1954, his first poems were
published in the literary
supplements of Dhaka and
Kolkata. Soon poetry enthusiasts
in Dhaka and Kolkata alike took
notice. He regularly wrote for
Chatushkon, Chaturanga,
Mayukh and Krittibash. Several
poems by Mahmud published in
Kobita, edited by Buddhadev
Basu, created uproar amid the
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contemporary literary giants. In
Dhaka he started writing regularly
for Sikandar Abu Zafar's
Shamokal
Pastoral lile,
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rivers, villages
the human
biophysical urges are dominant
themes in his poetry. He provoked
the core of poetic appeal through
wielding commbobn/ colloquial
words from local dialects and
created a new trend. A criique
once evaluated him as an
individualistic genius of poetry in
the subjects of nature and rural
community other than
Jibanananda Das and Jasimuddin.
For Lok Lokantor and Kaler
Kalosh, two great works, Al
Mahmud won Bangla Academy
Award in 1968.
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Poet Al Mahmud turns 73

In 1975, Mahmud joined
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
as Assistant Director of Research
and Publication. In 1993, he
retired from the academy as
Director. Al Mahmud has
published more than 50 books of
poetry, short stories, novels,
articles and more, He also edited
and ran a number of journals,
magazines and dailies.

Al Mahmud's name will forever
shine in the Bengali literature for
his masterpiece Shonali Kabin.
This is a landmark in Bengali
poetry. The book was first
published in 1973, It drew much
attention at home and abroad.
After the book was published,
eminent philosopher
Shibnarayan Roy commented: "Al
Mahmud has an extraordinary gilt
for telescopic discrete levels of
experience; in his poems I find a
marvelous fusion and wit which
reminds me occasionally of
Bishnu Dey. The complete
secularism of his approach is also
striking...he was born and
brought up in a very conservative
Muslim religious family; i1t1s not a
secularism forced by some
ideology, but present naturally
and ubiquitously in his
metaphors, images and themes.”

Mahmud's other famous works
include Mayabi Porda Dule Otho,
Arobbo Rojonir Rajhash,
Bakhtiyarer Ghora, Pankourtr
Rakto, Nodir Bhitorer Nodi, and
Kobi-r Amtobishwash. Al
Mahmud's poetic genius has been
evaluated, recognised and
horioured with many awards like
Ekushey Padak, Philips. Lilerary

Award, Alakta Literary Award, Sufi

Motaher Hossain Literary Gold
Medal and many more.

Al Mahmud is fond of travelling
and reading books. He has visited
India, Saudi Arabia, Dubai, Iran,
UK, USA, Canada, France etc.

The poet has five sons and three
daughters. His wife Sayeda Nadira
Begum is a major source of
inspiration to the poet.
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Aromatic Gold
Dhaka Fashion

Week '08
Celebrating 400 years of

Organiser: Marico

Venwe: Guishan Club
Date; July 6-12
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Black's latest album
"Abar" launched

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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Black's much-anticipated album
Abar was launched at
Bashundhara City yesterday. The
album, sponsored by Warid
Telecom, has been produced by G-
Series. This is the band's first
album in five years,

Black's first two albums were
Amar Prithibi (2001) and Utshober
Por(2003).

The albuin, as the title suggests,
announces the return of Black in
the music scene.

Speaking at the press confer-
ence Jon (vocalist of the band)
said, "This is a great occasion for
us. We had plans to release this
album much earlier, but due to the
inevitable circumstances we had
toputitonhold.”

Jon thanked Sumon of

Aurthohin; Igbal Asif Jewel, guitar-
ist of Miles; lyricist Zubair Hussain
Imon and sound engineer Isha
Khan Dureyfor their support.

Nazmul Huqg Bhuiyan, propri-
etor G Series; Asif Ahmed, market-
ing services manager, Warid
Telecom; Zeeshan K Hug, senlor
manager (marketing) Warid
Telecom and musician Sumon
were also present at the press
conference.

Speaking on the occasion,
Zeeshan K Hug said, "We are keen
to support the local talents in the
music industry as we intend to
foster creativity and talent in the
sector.”

Abar includes ten tracks --
Manush pakhir gaan, Abar,
Abohoman, Obosh,

Shorobidhdho, Ei gaan, Na thaka
jibon, Korun, Chinho and Keno.,

(L-R) Sumon, Nazmul Hug Bhuiyan, Zeeshan K Hug, Tony, Jahan,

Jon and Asif Ahmed at the album launch

12:10 Islamic Programme: Mohioshi
Nan

02:00 Educational Programme: Ebong
Classer Bairey

02:40 Drama Senal: Swapno Chura

03:05 Daily Soap: Gulshan Avenue

04:20 Islamic Programme: Dhomo O
Jibon

05:30  Street Show: Bhir-er Chapey

06:05  Citycell Din-er Sheshey

e G e it = e T T

BOISHAKHI

10:30  Atyo Rokhay Marshal Arts

11:00  Shorashon Apnar Doctor

12:05  Boishakhi Tok Jhal Misti

02:10 Drama Serial: Kokil Dhekey
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African Film Discussion
Festival Title: “Shilpi Safuddin
Organiser: Zahir Rathan Film Anmed: Tar Shilpa
Soclety & the Alllance BW'T"
Francalse de Dacca

S Afiens Fretiaios 4 Venue: Bengal Gallery of
g:u:.mm 3, Dhanmondl Fine Arts, 275/F,

. Dhanmondi 27
Casablanca (1042) Date: July 11 e
Direcior, Michasl Curtz - 530pm
Time: 5:00 pm Time: >

“The Dark Knight” just spilled over into early
morning.

In a frenzy, fans have bought so many late-night
tickets for the July 18 opening of the next Batman movie
that theatres in places like San Diego, Chicago and even
small towns in US are scheduling 6 am screenings for
those who can'tgetin atmidnightor3inthe morning.

Movie theatres have sometimes opened their doors at
odd hours for their most highly anticipated films, say, an
entry in the “StarWars” series, and midnight shows have
become partofthe summer blockbuster ritual.

But all-night sell-outs far in advance of an opening
have come only with the near ubiquity of online ticket
sales. Fandango.com, for instance, reports well over
1,500 wee-hour showings for “The Dark Knight" in
theatres that typically do not open their doors before
about10a.m.

“The Dark Knight,” which stars Christian Bale as
Batman, is directed by Christopher Nolan. It builds on
his “Batman Begins,” which took in more than $200
million at the domestic box office for Warner Brothers
after opening to a solid, but not spectacular, $49 million
in domestic ticket sales in June 2005. The film also had
strong saleson DVD.

This time much of the fan interest has been driven by
word of a career-topping performance by Heath Ledger,
the Australian actor who died in January. His louche
interpretation of the Joker has already inspired Oscar
talk.

“In the public mind, opening weekends have been
eventised,” said Thomas Tull, the chairman of Legend-
ary Pictures and an executive producer of “The Dark
Knight.”

Many movie theatres decide to
leave the Bat Signal on till dawn

Heads up, Gotham: the Joker (Heath Ledger)
approaches.

Increasingly, fans have paid certain movie openings--
most recently that of “Sex and the City” -- the attention
once reserved for rock concerts, basketball games or the
introduction of a hot product like the iPhone.

About 38 percent of ticket buyers polled by Fandango
said in a recent survey that they intended to take some or
all of July 18 offto see “The Dark Knight.”

According to Movietickets.com, about one in four of
the respondents to a survey of moviegoers under 25
polled between June 24 and June 28 said “The Dark
Knight” was the next movie he or she expected to see in
theatres.
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We Beatl todayat Ssp}n -

The programme is especially designed for the
beauty conscious. Each episode of the programme is
divided into various segments -- 'Beauty science,’
'‘Beauty diet,' 'Panoramic view," 'Beautiful mind,’
'Fashion today’ and Beauty horoscope’ -- offering
tips on beautification and more.

There is also a Q & A segment artended by beauti-
cian Kona Alam answering queries regarding beauti-
ficationand makeover.

Theshow is hosted by Kankan.

\ mmn*aj secum;)isode of "Woman's
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~1..08:30_ Assault On The Megaherd
- 09:30 NG's Amazing Moments

"Woman's World We Beautify" on Channel-i
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