265th birth
anniversary of
Russian poet

Gavriil Derzhavin

Display of books and matenals
Venue: Library, Russian
Cantre of Sclence and Culture,
H 510, Rd 7, Dhanmondi
Date: July 3-14
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Aromatic Gold
Dhaka Fashion

Week ‘08
Celebrating 400 years of

Organiser: Marico

Venue: Gulshan Club
Date: July 6-12
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Abdul Wadud: A gifted, yet underexposed

artiste

KARIM WAHEED

--------------------------------------------------

Though he has been one of the
most enthusiastic cultural activ-
ists and involved in organising
many Rabindra Sangeet
programmes and festivals since
the '70s, it seems that as an artiste
Abdul Wadud did not get the kind
of major exposure he deserves
Listening to him sing Andhojon-e
deho alo, mritojon-e deho praan,
one wonders why.

His enunciation is immaculate,
execution of the subtle melodic
twists and turns precise but not
flat, and intonation bold'-- proving
wrong the oft-heard allegation that
male Tagore singers at imes don't
sound masculine enough.

Wadud's initiation in music
happened in 1968. In 1973, he
enrolled in Chhayanat's Rabindra
Sangeet section. Among his teach-
ers were renowned Tagore artistes,
the late Zahidur Rahim, late
Wahidul Haque, Sanjida Khatun
and Selina Malek Chowdhury.
Wadud trained in classical music
under Ahsan Morshed, Narayan
Chandra Basak and the late Ustad
Phool Muhammad.

[n his last year (during the five-
year course) as a student of
Chhayanat, he started teaching the
children's classes at the institution.
Since 1977, Wadud taught different
classes at Chhayanat for 20 years
without any remuneration

For about 15 years, he was the
joint-secretary of Chhayanat's
directory board. When the organi-
sation 'Zahidur Rahim Smriti
Parishad' was extended and
'‘Rabindra Sangeet Sammelan
Parishad' (RSSP) was formed,
Wadud was actively involved in the
process. For nearly 15 years, the
artiste worked as the joint-
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Abdul Wadud performs at a programme

secretary of the central committee,
RSSP.

However, due to unresolved
differences, Wadud left both
Chhayanatand RSSP 10 years back.
At present he is the programme
secretary of Bangladesh Rabindra
Sangeet Shilpi Sangstha (BRSSS).

The first recorded song by the
artiste is Tumi nabo nabo roop-e
esho prgqn-e. The song was
included in a long play (LP) record
titled Bishwabeena Robey, pro-
duced by the Information Ministry,
Bangladesh Government in 1986
on the occasion of Tagore's 125th
birth anniversary

To celebrate the Bangla year
1400, a set of three LP records, CDS
and cassettes, featuring songs, (of
renowned composers, between the
Bangla year 1301 and 1400) -- by
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09:05 Talk Show

09:30 Musical Programme: Loko Geeli

10:05 Open University

10:30  Loukik Bangla

10:55 Selected Programme

11:30  Amader Rannaghar

12:05  Shur-er Murchhona

12:30  Maa O Shishur Katha

01:30  Shukhi Ponbaar

02:15 Aaricuitural Programme

03:00 Cartoon

03:30  Jibon-er Jonno

04:05 Swadesh Shombhabona

04:30 Saangeela

05:05 Sisimpur

05:30  Udbhid O Jibon

06:15 Dhormo O Jibon

07:00 EBoi Polro

07:20  Shondhani Shonglap

07:40 Esho Bangladesh Gon

08:40 Drama: Nironjon-er Kheya

10:30  Gaan-er Jhomalolaye
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08:15  Ajker Shangbadpolro

09:15 Drama Senal: Mouchakey Dhil

10:30  Talk Show: Onyodnsht

11:10  Drama

12:15  Musical Programme: Shur-er
Machuri

12:45 Shodaipali

01:30  Cinema Cinema

02:30 Daily Soap: Doll's House

03:10  Shundor Jiboner Jonno

04:10 Debate Programme: BSB
Cambrian Jukti Kothon

05:00 Gram Gonjer Khobor

05:20 Islamic Programme

06:20  Priojon

08:00 Drama Senal: Mouchakey Dhil

08:40 Drama Serial: Nupur

09:20 Drama Serial: Amader Nurul
Huda

11:30  Daily Soap: Doif's House

12:00 Grameenphone Lead News
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artistes of both Bangladesh and
West Bengal were released.
Wadud's rendition of
Jyotirindranath Tagore's song
Dhanyo tumi hey was featured in
one of the records

Among his solo albums are:
Bashontey Bashontey tomar (pro-
duced by Bengal Foundation, 1994)
and Poush Phagun-er Paala (Ben-
gal Foundation, 1996). J

Going over the contrasts
between musical programmes
and festivals back in day and now,
from the perspective of an organ-
iser-activist, Wadud says, "Ar-
ranging programmes in the '70s
and '80s were not expensive
affairs. For the organisers and
activists it was a labour of love.
Everyone would come together
and the arrangements would
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Method
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07:50 Cookery Show: Shera Radhuni
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08:20 Drama Serial: Chhayaban

09:35 Drama Serial: Doinik Tolpaar

10:00 RC Travel On

11:30  Musical Programme: Citycell Sa
2 Sa
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Ongon
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Pakhi

10:55 News Update
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always be collective efforts. Now
many activists are moving away
from that tradition. Corporate
giants are getting involved. The
informal approach is being
replaced with rigid and often
pointless formalities.”

Changes are creeping in other
quarters of the cultural arena as
well, according to the seasoned
artiste. "Many singers on BTV
nowadays don't want to record live
performances. They insist on lip-
synching with tracks/ CDs," says
Wadud, who has been an enlisted
artiste at both radio and BTV since
the early '80s.

This gifted, yet underexposed
singer currently trains a few stu-
dents and wants to continue his
career as a singer, but on his own
terms.

09:10 Drama Serial: Lukochun

11:00 Drama Senal: Raat Jaga Pakhi

11:30 Biz Event

12:00  Editor's Comment

ntv

08:30  Arker Shokaal

08:55 Drama Senal. Eif Kather
Khacha

10:30 Drama

Citycell Sa 2 Sa
On Channel i at 11:30 pm
Musical Programme

Tonight's Guest: Sunil Chandra Das

Host: Ayub Bachchu

African Film

Festival

Organiser: Zahir Ralhan Fiim
Soclety & the Alllance
Francalse do Dacca

Venue: Allance Francalse de

l:nd‘:’uum
Dirncior: Michae! Curtiz
Time. 5:00 pm

MAHTABI ZAMAN

‘Swapner Joto Ghuri," the st

recently.

societyand her life.

ground scores for the album.

University of Dhaka on Internatio

Nazrul singer. Mridula's maternal

eminentwriter and poet.

that the ability to dream of a posit
change the negative environment
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recitation by Shakila Matin Mridula was launched

The concept of the album involves a journal of a
Bengali girl, Nila. She likes to dream and firmly
believes that the world will go through a positive
change one day even though negativity hounds the

Senior recitor Joyonto Royread excerpts from Nila's
journal in the album and Taposh Hawladar was co-
recitor of Mridula. Asheq, a well-known music direc-
tor for stage plays and television, has done the back-

Mridula has been active in the
about 13 years. She has completed her 1st MS from the

the 2nd MS on Social Work from Gothenburg Univer-
sity in Sweden. Mridula was born and broughtup in a
cultural oriented family. Her father, Abdul Matin is a
journalist and mother Nazneen Mahal Anjana is a

ud-Daula Reza, was a noted journalist and her pater-
nal grandfather, Syed Ismail Hossain Siraji was an

“I wanted to convey a message through this album

. sald Mridula.
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album featuring

cultural field for

nal Relations and

grandfather Asaf-

X Kntertdinment

Solo Exhibition

Date: June 27-.uly "
Time: 11am-8pm
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Poet Asad Chowdhury (left) with Mridula (centre) at the album launch

"Swapner Joto Ghuri": Dreaming of a
positive world

JASIM MAJUMBDER, Khagrackhark * ' ©

Cultural programme marking birth registration
In Khagrachhari

brought -ont by Khagrachhari'- leap from 47,663 registered’ in-

Among others, Pourashabha
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Speakers at a discussion held
recently said that birth certificates
are pivotal for every citizen. In this
context, it is creditable that the
Khagrachhari district
administration has achieved 101
percent birth registration coverage
in the hill district.

The discussion was held at the
town hall after a colourful rally

district administration. The func-
tion was chaired by Additional
Deputy Commissioner,
Mohammad Khalilur Rahman.
Deputy Commissioner,
Mohammad Shahadat Hossein
was chief guest.

In his speech, the latter pointed
out that 6,95,000 people had com-
pleted the birth registration proce-
dure up until July 2, 2008 -- amajor
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2007.

"People realised the necessity of
birth certificates and they need
assistance for the success of the
programme,” he said. "The regis-
tration has to be undertaken
within three months of the child's
birth as per the law,” he added. He
also urged the government to
declare Khagrachhari an area with
a 100 percentsuccessrate.
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Mayor Joynal Abedin; Sadar UNO
Mohammad Rahed Hossein;
UNICEEF district coordinator Mong
Yai and Khagrachhari Government
High School headmistress, Srila
Talukder also spoke on the occa- |
SION. l

After that a cultural programme
was held. Young artistes of Zila
Shishu Academy performed at the
programme.
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On Zee Studio at 6:00 pm
Genre: Comedy .
Cast: Mira Sorvino, Woody Allen
08:25 Drama Serial: Shomudro Jo!
09:05 X Crime
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11:25  Bengal Music Unplugged
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