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Form united front to protect
rights of migrant workers

Experts tell South Asian countries

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Labour experts and civil society
members yesterday called on the
governments of South Asian coun-
tries to form a united front to pro-
tect the rights of migrant workers
from this region who are working in
various parts of the world, particu-
larly in the Gulf countries.

They said the human resources
of this region are in great demand
in the industrial sector in other
regions, but malpractices in the
recruitment system are leading to
the violation of their rights.

So, the governments of this
region should recognise it and
unite to protect the rights of their
workers, they said at a regional
workshop on 'Recruitment

Practices for Overseas
EmploymentinSouth Asia’.

The Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research Unit
(RMMRU) of Dhaka University in
collaboration with Development
Research Centre organised the
workshop at Brac Centre Inn in the
capital.

"The migrant workers are help-
ing build our nation. They should
be treated as VIPs. Our government
should raise the issue in the
upcoming Saarc summit to discuss
our common problems,” said
Rokia Afzal Rahman, former
adviser to a caretaker government.

Chairing the concluding session
of the workshop, she said there was
a time when the population of this
country was considered to be a

problem, but now the concept has
changed. The migrant workers
have huge potential and they need
support, she added.

Rokia Afzal Rahman also said
that there should be legal advisers
in the Bangladesh missions abroad
to deal with the issues of migrant
workers. "We must find out ways to
check fraudulent practices,” she
said.

Presenting the recommenda-
tions of the workshop, RMMRU
Coordinator Prof CR Abrar said
middlemen both in the labour-
sending and labour-receiving
countries play a major role in
increasing the migration cost,
which also contributes to harass-
ment of workers in the destination
countnes.
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Participants of the workshop
recommended that recruiting
agencies should verify the current
status ol the overseas companies
before sending workers and ensure
that the workers are provided with
all information about workplace,
facilities and laws of the destina-
tion countries.

They also suggested formulat-
ing a common code of conduct for
the recruiting agencies in the South
Asian countries and introducing a
rating system for them so that good
ones are rewarded and bad ones
are penalised.

Shaheen Anam, executive direc-
tor of Manusher Jonno
Foundation, said labour migration
is an issue which can be pursued
together at the Saarc level to get the
bestoutofit.

"We cannot sit back when we
see our workers being cheated and
exploited in foreign lands. If the
migration can be managed prop-
erly, it would benefit us more and
more,"” she said.

Stressing the need to transform
low-skilled workers into skilled
ones, she said, "It will enhance
their dignity and increase their
income.”

Samir Khosla, a recruiting agent
from India, said the oil-rich Gulf
countries remain silent when the
prices of oil continue to spiral, but
they raise a hue and cry when the
workers demand wage hike.

“If we, the South Asian nations,
work together, we will surely suc-
ceed. We have to fight together,” he
said.

Abdul Malek, director general of
Bureau of Manpower Employment
and Training, said the migration
cost of a worker is sometimes
higher than his/her one year's
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Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed meets Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah Bin Ahmad Badawi, left, and Pakistani Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gilani, right,
separately at Hilton Hotel in Kuala Lumpur on Tuesday.

Commodore
Riaz takes

office as CPA
chairman

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Commodore Riaz Uddin Ahmed
took office as the new chairman of
Chittagong Port Authority (CPA)
yesterday.

He took over the charge from
outgoing chairman Commodore M
Farooq formally at the CPA office in
the morning.

He had been serving as the
managing director of Khulna
Shipyard before joining as CPA
chairman, said a CPA press release.

Commodore RU Ahmed served
in different important capacities of
Bangladesh Navy where he joined
as a cadetin 1978 and got commis-
sion in 1980.

He obtained BSC Engineering
(Naval Architecture and Marine
Engineering) degree from Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (Buet) in 1983.

Commodore RU Ahmed also

D-8 SUMMIT

CA's participation
boosts Dhaka's
int'l profile

Says foreign adviser

UNB, Dhaka

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed's
active participation in the D-8
Summit in Kuala Lumpur boosted
Bangladesh's international profile
as a 'thoughtleader’,

Foreign Affairs Adviser Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury made the
observation while talking to
reporters on the outcome of the
summityesterday.

[ftekhar said the chief adviser's
proposal for a Food Fund was
enthusiastically received at the
summit, adding that Fakhruddin
also made recommendations on
migrant workers' rights, climate

the leaders issued in Kuala
Lumpur,” said the foreign adviser.

"A significant amount of time
was spent on discussions with
Malaysian leaders on workers'
issues and other bilateral matters,”
he said, adding that Malaysian
labour market was continually
expanding for Bangladeshis, now
exceeding 445,000.

The Malaysian leaders are now
welcoming and appreciating this
workforce, he said.

“However, there're some prob-
lems which the chief adviser raised
with his Malaysian counterpart Dr
Abdullah Badawi, who assured him
that these would be looked into.”

3 robbers held
while making
away with
booties

CU CORRESPONDENT

Members of Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) arrested three robbers while
making away with looted old oma-
ments and other valuables in the port
city’s Patenga area yesterday moming

The arrestees were identified as
Kazi Shahriar, 23, son of Shahjahan
of Noakhali, Sunny Uddin Apu, 20,
son of Mohammad Ali of Patenga in
the port city, and Syed Hasan, 18,
son of Shahjahan Mian of Faridpur.

Sources said four robbers in the
guise of schoolboys entered the
house of Asma Islam at Cement
Colony of the Patenga area at
around 11:30am.

They looted six tolas of gold
omaments worth Tk 1.40 lakh, Tk
5,000 in cash and a camera holding
theinmates at gunpoint.

They also stabbed Asma, leaving
her seriously injured, as she tried to
protest.

On information, members of the

salary. achieved PSC degree from Pakistan | changeand agriculture. The chief ad"’iSEf met President | Rab-7waylaid the gate of the colony
PHOTO: STAR He also emphasised the need to | Naval Staff College in 1994, He | He said the chief adviser made Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of Iran | andcaughtthree of the four robbers.
Former adviser to a caretaker government Rokia Afzal Rahman speaks at a regional workshop at Brac Centrelnnin raise awareness among the | completed his AFWC from significant contribution to theideaof and Prime minister Syed | Anotherof the robbers Mohammad

the city yesterday. On herright is Abdul Malek and on her leftis Prof CR Abrar.

migrants and increase their skills.
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Valuables _worth
Tk 7 lakh looted

A gang of masked robbers yester- |

day looted away valuables worth
around Tk 7 lakh from a house at
Sabujhat village under Srinagar
upazila on gunpoint

The robbers also stabbed
housemaster Korean expatriate
Mohammad Salauddin, 43, and his
wife Farida Akter, 32. The criucally
injured couple were sent to Dhaka
fortreatment.

Three people of a family died of
an unknown disease within last
five days at Molamgarihat village
in Kalai, Joypurhat, while another
villager has been suffering from
the same disease, according to
police sources

The dead are Shyam Lal, 45,
his wife Arati Rani, 40, and his
nephew Ashique Lal, 28, son of
Netowa Lal. The other wvicum,

'3 of a family die of unknown

Family sources said Ashique
died at Ziaur Rahman Medical
College Hospital on July 5 and
his uncle Shyam Lal died at
Joypurhat Sadar Hospital on
July 7.

Arati Rani, who was undergo-
ing treatment at the Sadar
Hospital, died yesterday. But the
doctors could not diagnose the

MTB-Daily Star
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The Mutual Trust Bank - The Daily
Star Debate Contest 2008 begins in
the portcity today.

Drishty Chittagong, an educa-
tional and cultural organisation, is
organising the contest at Theatre
Institute, Chittagong (TIC) audito-
rium in association with the
Chittagong Development

National Defence College at
Mirpur in 2001 and obtained a
degree from National Defence
University in Chinain 2004.

greater emphasis on agricultural
productivityin the member countries.

"Some of these ideas have been
reflected in the Declaration that

Makhdoom Yousaf Raza Gillani of
Pakistan on the sidelines of the
summit, discussing ways and
means of enhancing cooperation.

regard,” the CA said, putting
emphasis on sharing best experi-
ences on poverty alleviation among
the regional body.

The conference was held in
Dhaka as per a decision of the 2004
Bangkok conference of the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic
Cooperation (Bimstec).

The seven-member body com-
prising countries of South and

tives of intra-regional supportin the
form of training, research and
development as well as beneficial
cooperation in the areas of agricul-
ture, industry, expansion of trade
and investment, improving in
communications and transport,
and cooperation with other interna-
tional organisations for the pur-
poses of improving the living stan-
dard of people.

"The institutional framework of

Chowdhury also spoke at the open-
ing function. Planning Secretary
Zafar Ahmed Chowdhury also
addressed, welcoming the ministers
and delegates.

Bimstec is a regional body of
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Myanmar, Nepal, So Lanka and
Thailand, representing 1.4 billion or
20 percent of the world population.
The combined GDP of Bimstec
countries is $750 billion.

Akramul, 18, son of Ibrahim of
Sandwip upazila, managed to flee,
said the sources.

The Rab-men seized the looted
the gold ormaments, cash and cam-
era from their possession.
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SMA Salam, a freedom fighter and
chairman of Homeless Freedom
Fighters Association, passed away
on July 3, says a press release.

He left behind his wife, two sons
and adaughter to mourn his death.

He was buried at his village
home in Kushtia with state honour.

Muktijoddha Sangsad Dhaka
city unit Commander Md Amir
Hossen and Deputy Commander

The villagers alleged that they | Fyljan, is now undergoing treat- disease. Authority (CDA). Southeast Asiawas setup in 1997. Bimstec member countries may be Pinance  Advisbetul Azizul | MA Gafur condoled the death.
informed the police of theincident, Editor and Publisher of The Daily “Many regions of the world have  devised for intensive and extensive S P e Finanl.mceza\ﬁnister AKM Abdullah
but the law enforcers did not Star Mahfuz Anam will inaugurate | achieved fruitful results in trade, researchinvestigation, and ultimately L . Whariod! NS E T d;an B
respond to their callin time. the contest at 10:00am as the chief | industry, tourism, monetary coop- development of programmes incor- yODpa Yvang : STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A number of 25 to 30 masked
robbers broke open the gate ataround
3:00am and entered the house.

Though the police station is not
more than 800 yards off the house,
the police did not turn up in time
that helped the robbers escape
from the scene, theyadded.

Officer-in-Charge of Shirinagar |

Police Station Mohammad Kamrul
Islam said, “Police rushed to the
spot within 10 minutes after they
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guest while CDA Chairman Shah
Mohammad Akhteruddin, Resident
Editor of the daily Prothom Alo Abul
Momen and Mutual Trust Bank
Senior Vice President Mohammad
Nazrul Islam will attend the cere-
mony as special guests.

The 16th school debate, 5th
university debate and 1st child
debate competitions will take place
during the event.

A total of 18 schools will take part

eration, technology transfer, and
ultimately better lives for the people
through regional collaborations,”
the CAsaid.

"It is possible to have a far-
reaching impact on poverty reduc-
tion and development through
regional cooperation if we take
advantage of the experiences of the
member countries in a concerned
way," henoted.

The 2004 conference decided

porating best practice examples,”
Fakhruddin said.

Finance Adviser AB Mirza Azizul
Islam, who presided over the con-
ference, said the Bimstec region has
the highest number of poor people
in the world.

"The global price hike of essen-
tials coupled with uncertainty of
food availability would create prob-
lems for those who live below the
povertyline,” he said, expressing the

Minister for Rural Development
Chandra Sekhar Sahu, Myanmar's
Deputy Minister for National
Planning and Economic
Development Col Thuyain Zaw,
Nepal's National Planning
Commission member Dr Posh Raj
Pandey, Sri Lanka's Minister for
Nation Building Estate
Infrastructure Development Slinda
Dissanayake, and Thailand's Social
Development and Human Security

A KM Abdullah, general manger of
Jibon Bima Corporation
Chittagong Zone, passed away due
to a cardiac arrest at Holy Cross
Hospital yesterday.

He left behind his wife, two
daughters, two sons and mother to
mourn his death.

Officials and employees of Jibon
Bima Corporation condoled the death.
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adding that they are trying to arrest | B3 - schools in the child debate 3111;1 six | Bimstec would be held on poverty would thrash out some significant  attended the conference. STAFF CORRESPONDENT
therobbers % e ‘ universities in the university debate.
. B ' Radio Foorti is the radio partner .- 'S Firoza Khatun,
. . . F -...F'ﬂ'-
. , =% : th of
NAASP ministerial EEE Work together to overcome crisis mother o
. L] | - L™ Yl - .
o ; . University of
Confce beglns 11 o FROM PAGE 1 * more rather we should work to hearing for two weeks saying, they IVersity "
I&ka_r fa IU.ly 14 politico-electoral dialogue, she gyercomethe crisis.” had filed a writ petition seeking a Tﬂe@c hmnmumglogy
y said she knows nothingaboutit. Asked about her possible coop-  stay on the proceedings of the case, (Buet) Vice
Sht o T LT "We dnn-twadnft anylcunﬂlct'f’:'ﬁ eration with the government, the which ».;;lrllll;-w:hmv:arvclm:l flxounf:h L3 P el
: : : : : want a free and fair EFCU‘““ wi detained BNP chief said, "We want He also argu at the hearing
Atwo-day New Asian African Strategic Members of the Rapid ﬁ_u:tlo‘n Bam““{' (Rab) seize huge quanpty of l:q"'“r participation of all parties, all prob-  gjections and want to cooperate on charge framing cannot start unul e h:?if:si dsaﬁenceuuﬂink
hi IAASP e and arrest four persons in this connection from New DOHS area in the city on lems can be solved through peace-  \vith the government for that. And  the petition for the stay order is | Passed away
rartnership (NAASY) ministeria Tuesday night. ful discussions. " for that to materialise there is no  adjudicated bythe higher court. MymensinghonJuly6atthe ageof89.
conference on capacity building for  tians : ; ke f | She was buried at Goalkibari
' lLa Asked whether anynegﬂtlaﬂﬂnls alternative to discussions. Another defence counse : .
Palestine will begin at Shangri- going on between her and the gov- As the reporters asked her again  Barrister Abdur Razzak filed a bail graveyard in Mymensingh.
Hotel in Jakarta, Indonesia on July 14, ernment, she said, "I'm in custody  }hether BNP will join the ongoing  petition for his client former indus- Family members requested all
SAyRH eSS Eleate. . __-.:3"”";—__ and have no scope for conversa-  4i31500es between the government  tries minister also Jamaat-e-Islami to pray for her departed soul.
Government of the Republic o \ tions. I knownothingaboutit." and political parties, Khaleda said, AmeerMotiur Rahman Nizami. Abdul H
Indonesia and Government of the Earlier, the courtdeferred tillJuly  »p - "getained. I will have to go by He also said the case was filed ye
REP_Ub}ﬁlgf 52!“11'1 Africa are the co- - 20 the hearing on charge framingin (o ovaver decision the four-party with a mala fide intention and his | STAFF CORRESPONDENT
chairo conlierence.

Around 60 ministers from Asian,

the high profile graft case.
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alliance takes.”
Expressing resentment over the
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gle of the Palestinian people through
the capaaity building assistances.
NAASP countries including

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely at most places over Khulna, Barisal and

presents
credentials

working to establish the rights of the
people.
Reiterating her demand for

"One doesn’t need to compare
the current high prices with the
prices during the regime of Shaista

immediately. However, later in the
afternoon itrejected the bail petition.
Khaleda's younger son Arafat

committee President Kafi Ratan

and General Secretary Hasan
Hafizur Rahman Sohel expressed
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Today is the
17th death
anniversary of
Advocate
Shamsuddin

fomorrow.

Highest temperature 35.5 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
dayat Sylhet and lowest 23.8 degrees Celsius at Sandwip.
The sun sets in the capital at 6:50pm today and rises at 5:19am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

dentials to Foreign Adviser Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury inthe city.

Rooy has replaced Louis-
Georges Arsenault who was
appointed as the Unicef director of
emergency programmes, says a
press release.

tary electionis held in October.”

She demanded withdrawal of the
state of emergency. "It is not possi-
ble to hold a free and fair election
under the emergency,” she said
adding, journalists are not being
able to write many things due to the

Repeating her demand for send-
ing her detained sons --Tarique and
Koko -- abroad for treatment,
Khaleda said, "Their health condi-
tions are deteriorating by the day,
but the government is not taking
any measure.”

Other accused in the case includ-
ing former LGRD minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, former health
minister Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain, former agriculture minis-
ter MK Anwar, former land minister
M Shamsul Islam, former industries

-
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shouldn't have a debate on it any-




