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Rangpur University begins
academic session this year

Six courses initially, adviser Hossain Zillur says

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Rangpur University will begin
academic activities from this year
at rented establishments,
Education and Commerce Advisor
Hossain Zillur Rahman said here
yesterday.

Six departments will be opened
initially. “Students will be admit-
ted to Bengali, English,
Mathematics, Economics,
Computer Science and BBA
courses and within five years
eleven more subjects will be
opened in the university”, he said
at a view-exchange meeting with
civil society members at the con-
ference room of the Deputy
Commissioner after visiting the
site for the university near
Carmichael College.

“We are looking forrenting a big

establishment where we can run

classes and administrative activi-
ties temporarily. Hopefully, we will
getit.” he said.

The education ministry has
taken all preparations to begin
academic activities immediately
after announcement of H.S.C
result this year, Zillur said.
IT'he government has taken all
steps to begin academic activities
as per a cabinet decision taken on
February 2, he said.

Earlier, the advisor along with
district officials and members of
the civil society visited the pro-
posed site for Rangpur
University.

Chief Advisor Fakhruddin
Ahmed in a press briefing after
the February 2 cabinet meeting
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in Rangpur declared that a full-
fledged public university would
besetup in Rangpur.

Accordingly, a project was
taken up by the ministry of educa-
ton.

The ministry formed a commit-
tee to prepare a master plan for the
university, which will be presented
on July 10, Zillur told yesterday's
meeting.

“We must not waste agricul-
tural land. We preferred fallow
land to set up the university.
Primarily, we have chosen 75 acres
of land beside Rangpur
Carmichael College, which is lying
unused.”

Former principal of Carmichael
College Dr. Rezaul Hoque,
Rangpur Municipality Chairman
Abdur Rouf Manik, Rangpur

—

Chamber of Commerce and
Industry President Mostafa Azad
Choudhury also spoke at the view-
exchange meeting.

Rezaul Hoque hailed the care-
taker for taking steps to begin
academic activities of Rangpur
University this year,

Abdur Rouf Manik said, people
of Rangpur will remain grateful to
the caretaker government for its
initiative to launch Rangpur
University.

People hope that the govern-
ment will create Rangpur divion
comprising eight northern dis-
tricts, he added.

With launching of academic
activities of Rangpur University, a
long cherished desire of people of
the region will be fulfilled, the
speakers said.
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Lighterage ship workers formed a human chain at Chittagong port yesterday demanding increase in salary and:allowances.
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Send Nasim
abroad for

freatment
Pabna AL demands

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Pabna Awami League observed a
symbolic hunger strike at its district
office yesterday to press for sending

detained party leader and former | programme to celebrate the day at

minister Mohammed Nasim |

abroad for treatment.

District AL vice-president Md.
Saydul Haque Chunnu chaired the
meeting, addressed by, among
others, Pabna AL vice-president
Abul Kalam Azad, secretary Samsul
Haque Tuku, join secretary Belait
Ali Billu, former lawmaker Jannatul
Fardouse and Amjad Hossain.

They also demanded release of
AL chief Shiekh Hassina and with-
drawal of cases againsther.

The meeting also demanded

holding of national election before |

local body polls.

' Rajshahi University

day today

RU CORRESPONDENT

(RU) cele-
brates its 55th founding anniver-
sary today though day-long colour-
ful programmes.

The RU authorities have
chalked out various colorful

university campus.

The programme will beginn
with hoisting of the National Flag
and the university flag at 6:00am at
administrative building, VC's
residence, central library and
students dormitories.

A colourful procession of teach-
ers, students and university staff
will be brought out from in front of
Senate building.

Later, teachers, students and
different political and cultural
organisation will place floral
wreaths at the Central Shaheed
Minar and the RU mass grave.

'RU observes 55th founding

A march-past by the BNCC and
Rover Scout will be held at Sabas
Bangaldesh ground where RU
acting vice chancellor Prof
Mamnunul Keramat will take salute.

The university authorities
formed a committee to make the
programme asuccess.

The programmes also include
tree plantation, friendly cricket
and handball matches between
teachers and students, discussion
meeting at the TSC and a cultural
programme at Kazi Nazrul Islam
Auditorium.

Special prayers will also be
offered at the university central
mosque after Zohar prayer.

Difterent cultural organisations
and theater groups will hold
cultural show and street drama
todayand on Monday at the central
Shaheed Minar and Folklore
department premises. Rajshahi
University was setup in 1953.
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8 bombs found
in Barisal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Police recovered eight live bombs
and four bullets at Mihipassa vil-
lage of Gaila union in Agailjhara
upazila Friday night.

However, police could not arrest
anybody in this connection, said
Agailjhara Police Station officer-in-
charge Md Ali Bishwas.

Tk 78,000 for 11

fake religious instts
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

The Ministry of Religious Affairs
allocated Tk 78,000 as grant for
development of 11 fake religious
institutes in Sadullapur upazila.

This was detected after an invest-
gation conducted by the district
social welfare department.

Names of the fake institutes are
Uttar Bhatgram Jame Mosjid,
Paschim Fulbari Jame Mosjid,
Nijpara Shib Mandhir at
Dhaperhat, Purbo Nijpara Kali
Mandhir, Bhatgram Berapara Kali
Mandhir, Dakkhin Sontola Maktab,
Bhatgram Abduller Bari Maktab,
Janpara Hafezia Madrassa and
Orphanage, Tuku Miar Oakhtia
Namaj Ghar, Masterpara Maktab
and Bhatgram Ashram.

Zillur Rahman Zahid

Faridpur BNP
leader held in
party man
murder case

A CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur
Criminal Investigation Department
(CID) yesterday arrested Faridpur
BNP leader Zillur Rahman Zahid
alias Dada Bhai for his alleged link
in the murder of Faidpur town BNP
president and district unit vice-
president LiakatAli Khan.

A CID team from Dhaka
arrested Dada Bhai at around 11
am from his business farm M/s Taj
Motors in the town. He was leader
of central Zia Parishad and presi-
dentof Faridpur JASUS.

Liakat was killed at a commu-
nity center in the capital where he
went to attend a wedding party on
April 7, 2004,

Liakat's brother Jahangir Ali
Khan filed a case with Dhanmond
police station in Dhaka. Later the
case was transferred to CID.

Source said, Zillur Rahman was
arrested on the basis of confes-
sional statement made recently by
arrested top terror Emon,

Khondoker Zakir Hossen , sec-
ond officer of Kotwali police station,
said a CID team informed us over
telephone that they had arrived
Fandpurto arrest Dada Bhai,

Extortion case
against Satkhira
Krishak Dal

leader, 5 others

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

An extortion case was filed yester-
day with Shyamnagar police sta-
tion against upazila Krishak Dal

opresident,Ashek Elabi Munna and |

five others for allegedly demanding
Tk5lakh from a man.

Putul Rani Mondal, wife of
Nirapada Mondal of Mahmudpur
village, filed the case.

The other accused are Ansar Ali
Mollah, Rafiqul Islam and his
brother Masudur Rahman, Rajab
Ali and Mozam Gazi.

The plaintff alleged that the
accused led by Munna went to her
house on September 20, 2003 and
pressed them to record their 4
bighas of land worth Tk 50 lakh in
theirnames.

They also demanded Tk 5 lakh
as toll and threatened of dire con-
sequences for non-compliances,
she alleged.

Being refused, they abducted
and confined her husband
Nirapada Mondal and compelled
him to put signature on four writ-
ten deeds, she alleged.

In connivance a corrupt land
official, Munnarecorded 64 decimal
land in his name while Abdul Gafoor
recorded 68 decimal lands in names
ofhis three sons, she alleged.

Soon after, they filed an allega-
tion with Shyamnagar UNO and
police station but no action was
taken against them as they were
local leaders of the then ruling BNP.
Her husband died a year ago.

Police arrested Munna in con-
nection with a case filed with
Shyamnagar thana for abducting a
housewife-- Bulibala Biswas of
Dhumghat village in the same
upazila on June 13, she said.
Shyamnagar. police recorded the
extortion case, said Officer-in-
charge Abdur Razzak.
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Hold national, local body

polls on same day

LDP will take part in both polls, Oli tells
Magura party meeting

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
president Col. (rtd.) Oli Ahmed
yesterday urged the caretaker
government o hold national and
local body elections on the same
day.

“‘Around Tk 500 crore will be
saved if the national and local body
polls are held on the same day”, Oli
Ahmed said while addressing a
party meeting, held at Magura
press club auditorium,

The LDP president said his party
will take partin both the elections.

He however, questioned why
the government is 'so much pro-
active' to hold the local body polls.

"Holding of local body election
Is a routine work and we are not
against 1t", said Oli adding, “As

national election is scheduled to be
held by December, Election
Commission (EC) and caretaker
government should be very sincere
so that the election roadmap is not
hampered”,

“We have been demanding
national election in October, but
the EC is showing apathy to it,
saying voter list will not be com-
pleted by that time”, Oli Ahmed
said.

Good deeds of present govern-

ment might disappear if the

national election is delayed, the
LDP chief warned. Emergency
should be lifted for holding a free,
fair and credible election.
Critcising the caretaker govern-
ment's failure in controlling the
price hike of essentials Oli said,

The Daily Star

“They have completely failed to
redress poor people’s sufferings”

He, however, welcomed the
government's anti-corruption
drive launched after 1/11 and said
no political government dared o
go for such a drive which was very
much needed for the nation.

With LDP's district unit presi-
dent Altaf Hossain in the chair, the
meeting was addressed by, among
others, LDP's central executive
president and former speaker
advocate Razzak Ali, Presidium
member and former minister
Sayed Didar Bokth, joint secretary
general Morol Amjad Hossain,
organising secretary Shahadat
Hossain Selim and local leaders
ANM Kamaluddin Mostafa and
Golam Mortoja Tagore.

Kaliganj upazila administration in Jhenidah organised an anti-drug rally in the town yesterday.

Make UPs self-reliant

for service to people

Khulna workshop told

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Speakers at a day-long workshop
here yesterday underscored need
for further strengthening Union
Parishads to make them full
fledged service-oriented and self-
reliantdevelopmentinstitutions.

They also strongly supported
greater involvement of women and
minority community people in
Union Parishad activities and
evolve ways to increase sources of
revenue earnings for the local
bodies. Organised by NGO
Rupantar, the workshop on 'Howto
increase revenue earning of Union
Pwas, was held at local hotel in
Khulna city with its chairman
Mofazzel Hossain Manju in the
chair.

Expert on Local government

affairs Dr. Tofail Ahmed and Prof
Mohammad Mohabbat Khan of
Dhaka University addressed the
workshop. Seven UP chairman
from Khulna, Jessore, Bagerhat and

some other northern districts also
spoke.

The UP chairmen informed the
workshop that they do not get any
financial support from any govern-
ment institution to boost develop-
ment activities in their unions.

President of Khulna divisional
unit of Bangladesh Union Parishad
Forum (BUPF) Gazi Tafsir Ahmed
said that people must be made
aware of the services they are enti-
tled to from local governments. But
UPs can not realise taxes due to
Various reasons.

Rupantar director Rafiqul Islam
Khokan in his keynote speech
stressed on the need for identifying
new sources of income to run UPs
properly.

He suggested that taxes can be
realised private hatcheries, kitchen
markets, banks, poultry farms,
mobile phone companies for their
towers, NGO credit programmes,
bill boards, brick fields and sand
traders.

'Allocate more

funds for
technical edn'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Speakers at a seminar held here
yesterday stressed on the impor-
tance of technical education to
make Bangladesh a middle-
income country by 2020.

Haji Abul Hossain Institute of
Technology organised the seminar
on 'Technical Education: A Tool for
Building a Prosperous Bangladesh’
attheinstitute’'s auditorium.

Executive magistrate of Tangail
Farhad Hossain inaugurated the
seminar as chief guest while it was
attended by district education officer
Laila Khanom, institute's chairman
Sanwar Hossain and principal AM
Shofiuudin as special guests.

Speakers demanded more
allocation in technical education
sector.

The institute's course coordina-
tor Tushar Kanu Chowdhury pre-
sented a keynote paper and
Tangail Polytechnic Institute
Electronics Department chief
instructor Mridul Kanti Debnath
acted as moderator.

Headmasters of about 200 high
schools and madrasas of 12
upazilas took part.
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