DHAKA SATURDAY JULY 5, 2008

India coalition in shake-up
over US nuclear deal

U

INTERNATIONAL

Left gives July 7 deadline to Manmohan govt

AFP INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,

New Delhi

was working to avoid being forced
into early elections and gettng the
atomic deal through by negotiating

a new alliance with the socialist
and regional Samajwadi Party (SP).

India’s coalition government was
undergoing a major shake-up

yesterday with the dominant

Congress party pushing on with a met Prime Minister

SP leader Mulayam Singh Yadav
Manmohan

controversial nuclear deal with the  Singh and Congress party chief

US and ditching left-wing allies
A four-party bloc of Communist

and lefust parties met Friday to

discuss what politicians described
as the "modalities” of a divorce
from the Congress-led government
because of the pact.

The Left parties on Friday asked

the government to make it clear by

July 7 if it was seeking the approval
of the IAEA's board of governors for
the India-specific safeguards
agreement to take forward the
India-US nuclear deal.

I'he Communist Party of India-
Manrxst (CP1-M) and its three allies
made the demand in a joint letter
to External Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee, the convenor of the
United Progressive Alliance (UPA)-
Leftnuclear panel.

[he Congress party, however,

Sonia Gandhi separately to finalise
theiragreement, officials said.

After talks with PM Singh, Yadav
told reporters that "national inter-
estis more important than politics”
- seen as a sign that a deal to
reshape India's ruling alliance was
close.

Later, senior Congress leader
Veerappa Molly told NDTV news
channel: "We have the numbers
now. Their (Samajwadi Party's)
help has been very timely.”

The nuclear deal -- agreed in
principle in 2005 -- would allow
[ndia to buy atomic power plants
and technology despite not having
signed international non-
proliferation pacts.

Prime Minister Singh argues the
pact is crucial for India's energy
security
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for the Sake.of the

merica®

of Muslims.
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Pakistani protesters belonging to the Hizb-ut-tahrir Wilayah Pakistan take
part in a rally in Lahore on Thursday against the 'killing of Muslims for the
sake of the US'. The protest was organised to mark the first anniversary of a

raid on Islamabad Red Mosque.

Nepal to seek extension

of UN mission

AP, Karmandu

Nepal's government has decided to
ask the United Natons to continue
a peacekeeping mission in the
country for another six months, an
official said Friday

All major political parties
agreed to seek the UN extension
but a formal request to the world
body has yet to be made, Transport
Minister Ramesh Lekhak said.

The UN's peace mission was
established in January 2007 for one
year and extended for six months
earlier this year after communist
rebels gave up their armed revolt
and joined mainstream politics.

Lekhak said with the peace

ernment would ask for a smaller
UN mission to stay in the country
for the next sixmonths

UN arms monitors still keep
watch over thousands of former

rebels who have been staying in |

camps with their weapons locked
up in metal containers.

The UN team also monitored
the April 2008 election of a
Constituent Assembly that 1s
charged with rewriting the consti-
tution.

The ex-rebels emerged as the
largest political party in the April
election but failed to secure a
majority. They are set to lead a new
coalition government but so far

have not been able to reach agree- |

mentwith other politucal parties

process going smoothly, the gov-
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Tender Notice

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from experienced 1
contractors/firms  of
govt/autonomous bodies those who have successfully
completed bituminous road work amount of Tk 05 (five) lac
minimum In a single work order by supplying own materals
during last five years for bituminous carpeting work on
existing intemal road of Biman Head Office, "Balaka®, Zia
International Airport, Kurmitola, Dhaka.

Tender papers with detailled schedule of works,
specification, terms & conditions of tender will be available
in Cash & Banking Section, Ground Floor, Balaka, Biman,
Kurmitola, Dhaka on cash payment of Tk 500/- (five
hundred) only (non-refundable) on all working days up to

Tender will be received in the Mini Conference Room,
34 Floor, Balaka, Biman, Kurmitola, Dhaka up to 1400 hrs
of 29/07/2008 and will be opened on the same day at 1430
hrs in presence of tenderers (if any).

Biman management reserves the right to accept or
reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason
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Singh is lined up to meet US
President George W. Bush on the
sidelines of the G8 meeting in
Japan next week, taken as another
sign that Congress was blazing
ahead with implementing the pact
the two leaders agreed to in 2006,

Tensions between Singh and the
communists have been running
high for months, with the left-wing
threatening to pull the plug on the
coalition and force elections earlier
that May 2009 as scheduled.

India's left say the deal under-
mines the country's traditional
status as a beacon of the non-
aligned movement, and that allow-
ing UN Inspections of the civil
nuclear programme -- as
demanded by the Americans --
would harm the strategic weapons
programme,

After their meeting Friday,
India's top Marxist leader Prakash
Karat set Monday as a deadline for
the government to clearly declare
whether it was proceeding with the
deal.

"We wish to know... whether the
government is proceeding to seek

the approval for the safeguards
agreement by the [IAEA (Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency),”
Karat sdid,

"Please let us know by July 7,
2008," Karat told reporters, adding
that the Left parties would meet a
day later for a final decision on
withdrawing support.

The ultimatum was rejected by
Congress, whose spokesman
Abhishek Singhwvi said "sovereign
governments or political parties
cannotbesubjected to deadlines.”

"We are happy that other parties
in the national interest are slowly
converging to our view point," he
told reporters.

"We are working towards triple
objectives -- to do a nuclear deal in
national interest, to carry along our
allies with us for that purpose and
to go to elections as per schedule”
in May 2009.

The United States has been
pressing India to move on the deal
before the end of President Bush's
tenure, warning the pact may not
survive in 1ts current form under
the nextadministration.

The Daily Star

Pakistan slams US
military chief’s
statement

THE NATION/ ANN, Islamabad

Pakistan on Thursday denounced a
statement by the US military chief
on cross-border attacks against the

“The US army can take what-
ever action they want against
terrorists on the Afghan side but on
the Pakistani side, our troops have
the sole responsibility to take

militants and said that only action,” be said. He also referred

Pakistani troops could take action
against the terrorists on Pakistani
side of the shared frontier with

to the statement by assistant
secretary of state Richard
Boucher at a press conference

here on July 2 in which he had

PHOTO: AFP

Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M), General Secretary Prakash Karat
talks to reporters after the Left parties meeting in New Delhi yesterday. A
four-party bloc of Communist and leftist parties were meeting to discuss
what politicians described as the "modalities” of a divorce from the

Congress-led government.

Afghanistan.

“Pakistan wants to clarify that
on its side of the border along
Afghanistan, it is the Pakistani
troops who have the sole responsi-
bility to take action against the
terrorists,” said foreign Office
spokesman Muhammad Sadiq
while addressing his weekly press
briefing.

He was asked to comment on
the statement by the US joint chiefs
of staff chairman Admiral Mike
Mullen in which he had claimed
the other day (July 2) that the
United States had the right to take
military action in Pdkistan or
Afghanistan without prior infor-
mation, if it got reliable and con-
crete intelligence about the pres-
ence of top leadeérship of Taliban
and al-Qaeda, including Osama
Bin Laden.

made it clear that that it was the
responsibility of Pakistani
troops to take action against
terrorists inside Pakistan.

“Joint investigations are under-
way into Nato air-strike on a
Pakistani post and we hope that the
two sides will be able to work out a
better mechanism to avoid recur-
rence of such incidents in future,”
he said. He said the Afghan govem-
ment must share the information
relating to its nationals beheaded
in Bajaur Agency by militants.

“Pakistan has asked the Afghan
government to provide names,
passport numbers, visa particulars
and the purpose for which the two
Afghan were visiting Bajaur
Agency,” he said. He said the infor-
mation would be very useful in the
conductof an iInquiry.

[raq trip could refine
policy, says Obama

AP, Fargo

Democrat Barack Obama struggled
Thursday to explain how his
upcoming trip to Iraq might refine,
but not basically alter, his promise
to quickly remove US combat
troops from the war,

A dustup over war policy one of
the main issues separating the
[llinois senator from his
Republican opponent, John
McCain overshadowed Obama's

| town-hall meetng here with veter-
| ans to talk about patriotism and his
| plans to care for them. Republicans
| pounced on the chance to charac-
| terize Obama as altering one of the

core policies that drove his candi-

| dacy "for the sake of political expe-

dience." He denied equally force«

fully thathe was shifting positions.
Arriving in Fargo, Obama hastily

called a news conference to discuss

| news of a sixth straight month of
| nationwide job losses, but the

questioning turned to Iraq policy

| and hisimpending trip there.

"I am going to do a thorough
assessment when I'm there,” he
said. "I'm sure I'll have more infor-
mation and continue to refine my
policy.”

He left the impression that his
talks with military commanders
there could refine his promise to
remove US combat troops within
16 months of taking office.

Less than four hours later, after
the town hall meeting, Obama
appeared before reporters for
another statement and round of

questions to "try this again."

"Apparently I was not clear
enough this morning," he said. He
blamed any confusion on the
McCain campaign, which he said
had "primed the pump with the
press” to suggest "we were chang-
ing our policywhenwe haven't.”

'l have said throughout this
campaign that this war was ill-
conceived, that it was a strategic
blunder and that it needs to come
toanend,” he said. "l have also said
[ would be deliberate and careful
about how we get out. That posi-
tion has not changed. I am not
searching for manoeuvring room
withrespectto thatposition.”

He promised to summon the
Joint Chiefs of Staff on his first day
in office "and I will give them a new
mission and that is to end this war,
responsibly .and deliberately, -but
decisively.”

He said that when he talked
earlier ‘about refining his policy
after talking with commanders in
[raq, he was referring not to his 16-
month timeline, but to how many
troops may need to remain in Iraq
to train the local army and police
and what troop presence might be
needed ""to be sure al-Qaeda
doesn't re-establish a foothold
there."

"I will bring our troops out at a
pace of one two brigades amonth”
which would mean the United
States would be totally out of Irag
in 16 months. "That is what I
intend to do as president of the
United States.”

5 soldiers, rebel

die in clash near

Kashmir border

AFP, Srinagar

Five Indian soldiers and a Muslim
militant were killed Friday in con-
tinuing fighting near the Line of
Control dividing Kashmir between
India and Pakistan, the army said.

"In fresh fighting today (Friday)
five soldiers, including two officers,
and a militantwerekilled," an army
spokesman said.

The clash took place in Pathri
Behak area in the mountainous
district of Kupwara, about 140
kilometres (86 miles) north of
Kashmir's summer capital
Srinagar.

"The fighting has been raging
there since late Monday," the
spokesman said, adding in all a
dozen militants and six soldiers
have died, making it the deadliest
series of clashes so far this year in
Kashmur.

Soldiers came under heavy fire
when they resumed searches to
root out more militants near the
Line of Control early Friday.

"The operation in the area is still
on,” the spokesman said.

India accuses Pakistan of arm-
ing and funding militants engaged
in an 18-year-old insurgency in the
Indian part of the scenic
Himalayanregion.

Pakistan denies the charge and
says it is doing its best to prevent
armed rebels from crossing into
Indian Kashmir.

Violence has dropped sharply
since the two nuclear-armed
neighbours started a peace process
in 2004 to resolve all disputes,
including Kashmir. ;

Attacks, bombs kill 11
cops in Afghanistan

AFP, Kabul

Bomb blasts and attacks killed 11
policemen and three civilians in
separate incidents in insurgency-
hit Afghanistan, officials said yes-
terday.

In the deadliestincident, attack-
ers tossed a grenade into a police
post in Panjwayi district of trou-
bled southern Kandahar province
and then opened fire into the
building, killing eight policemen,
the provincial police chieftold AFP.

Another two policemen were
missing after the midnight attack
and two were wounded, General
Mutihullah Khan said.

"A hand grenade was thrown
into a police post in Panjwayi dis-
trict near the district centre fol-
lowed by a small-arms fire attack
on the post. Eight police have been
killed, two police are wounded and
two are still missing, " Khan said.

The area has been a hotbed of
Taliban insurgents but it was not
clear if the militants were responsi-
ble.

"At this stage we cannot say if
the two missing police are taken by
Taliban or they had links with
Taliban or if there was some prob-
lem among policemen in the post
and they had fought and killed each
other,” hesaid.

Separately three policemen
were killed and two were wounded
Friday in the central province of
Ghazni when their vehicle was
struck by a roadside bomb, provin-
cial government spokesman Ismail
Jahangir told AFP

A Taliban spokesman,
Zabihullah Mujahed, said his
group was responsible for the
attackin the district of Rashidan.

Another roadside bomb hit a
civilian vehicle in the neighbour-
ing province of Wardak, killing
three civilians and wounding two,
said the provincial police chief,
General Muzafarudin, who uses
one name.

Neighbours urged to help
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stabilise Afghanistan

AP, Islamabad

A senior UN official called on
Thursday for Afghanistan’s neigh-
bours to work towards mending
tense regional relationships so that
the conflict-torn country could be
rebuilt.

Kai Eide, head of the UN mis-
sion in Afghanistan, is seeking to
expand the world body's -role in

cooperation and cross-border
infrastructure,

Eide, on his first visit to
[slamabad since his appointment
in March, said his priority was to
harness the momentum from an
international conference in Paris
last month when donors pledged
more than $20 billion in additional
aid for Afghanistan.

Other areas where regional
cooperation is needed include

combating Afghanistan’s runaway
legal narcotics industry and its
raging Taliban-led insurgency.

Eide said the UN was ready to
facilitate "constructive” regional
ties and that the reaction of
Pakistani leaders in meetings on
Thursdaywas “positive.”

He wouldn't elaborate on
exacty whatrole the UN could play
in the regional cooperation or what
itwould like to see from Pakistan.

areas such as regional economic

PHOTO. AFP

Cyclone-affected residents wait for food aid distribution by private donors in Mawlamyingchun, Myanmar's
Ayeyawady Delta on Thursday. Myanmar was hit by a severe cyclone on May 2-3, which left some 138,000 people
dead or missing and 2.4 million in need of humanitarian aid.

UN climate chief spurs talks

on new global warming pact

AFP, Bonn

UN climate chiefYvo de Boer called
on industrialised countries Friday
to start showing some of their cards
in a poker game whose prize will be
a new pact to tackle global warm-
ing.

De Boer, executive secretary of
the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), said
talks unfolding among senior
officials here marked "the first time
that people are getting down to
serious negotiations” for a historic
deal in Copenhagen in December
2009.

But, he warned, many positions

had so far been "incredibly
generic" and this problem of
vagueness was especially worrying
among industrialised countries,

The June 3-13 Bonn talks should
issue "a very clear call on govern-
ments to start submitting their
ideas on what should be the key
elements of a Copenhagen out-
come,” said de Boer.

He warned: "Politically, if
Copenhagen fails we would be in
huge trouble. I think that people
would then begin to question the
utility of this process.”

Last December, parties to the
UNFCCC set down a "Bali
Roadmap" of talks designed to

climax in the most ambitious and
complex environmental treaty ever
attempted.

The post-2012 pact would
succeed the current pledges made
under the UNFCCC's cornerstone
accord, the Kyoto Protocol.

It would commit countries to
deeper curbs on the heat-trapping
gases that are driving climate
change,

And it would beef up the trans-
fer of clean technology to poorer
economies and strengthen
financial support for those coun-
tries most at risk from water
stress, rising sea levels and other
damage.
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PWD E/M DIVISIONS,
D N DHA
INVITATION FOR TENDER.
TENDER MEMO NO : 3708 DATE : 29.06.2008
TENDER NO : 225 (2007-2008)
01. Ivitation for IErE oo loak e ok s s
32-3% R = freoma @ fore®, T 3y-Bv AR
Group gofie e o R goend == M0 o-Bq R
Bl Rt a5 30 U3 Joov-0od Bt ¥R AR @
T ™ |
IETEE G s s O R
Group Toifaas froma Joov-200r 2 AR AGEE TEHANEES,
2 HREPR @ W I |
1| 5131 R W® (IMUE 8-8% G @-B% (A8 I LOTRIR 6
Group ¢-3% AR 0 -nfSm IS e Yoov-00d B FTR
- NGRET THAETA, FAEPR 8 WA T |
02. Location of Site Mitford Hospital / College / Judge Court Dhaka
03 Tender Secunity For Group-01 Tk 10,000.00, Group-02 Tk 6,000.00, Growp03 Tk
6,000.00,
04. Completion Time t For Group — 01 1o 03; 365 days .
05, Price of the Tender Document 1 For Each Group-Tk : 500.00 (Five hundred only) ([Non refundable) .
08. Procurement Method t Open Tandering Method (OTM)
07. Tender Las! Selling Date t 2007.2008 Up 1o office Hour
08, Tender Closing Date and Time » 2107.2008 Upto 1200 Hours
09 Tender Opening Date and Time 't 21072008 A 3-00 PM
10. Name and Address of the offices 1 | _
10a Selling Tender Document ' ‘PWD EM Divisiond, 2™ 12.storied Govi office Bidg Segunbagicha,
10b !SOIIWTJWDOGM{UM] ! PWD EM Division-1/2/37 5/617 18, Dhaka /| PWD EM Mechanical
Workshop Division, Dhaka / PWD Wood Workshop Division, Dhaka.
11 Name and Address of the offices
118 Receiving Tender Document (Principal) 1 PWD E/M Division-4, Ohaka.
11b Receiving Tender Document (others) 1+ PWD EM Division = 5 /6, Dhaka.
12. Opening Tender Document 1 PWD EM Division4, Dhaka.
13 Eligibility of Tenderer . | _
This invitation for Tender is open to all eligible Tendarers having the following qualificaton -
(a). Reputed bonafide firm / organization having (i). Trade License, (i). TIN, VAT Registration Certificate, (¥).
Bank Solvency Certificate, (iv). Valid ABC Category Electrical License & Supervisory License from Electncal
Licensing Board. _
(b). Having experience in successful completion of similar works.
(c). Al other qualification, Terms & Conditions as specified in Tender Data Sheet (TDS)
(d). JTumovel : For Group-01 to Group03 Tk 10.00 lac,
Liquid Assel © Minimum required cash flow amount than For Group-01 to Group-03 Tk: 5.00 lac
{e). Minimum Tendering Capacity : Not less than the Tender value.
14,
15
GD-3060
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