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Cisco Networking Academy

(IT), networking technology
in particular, 1s providing
high-growth career opportunities
for students, thanks to the rapidly
expanding Bangladesh economy.
Cisco Networking Academy (CNA)
a.k.a. NetAcad initiative has
touched many students in
Bangladesh with huge year-on-
year growth. The last one year has
seen a particular growth in need
for networking professionals.
Lokesh Mehra, regional manager
for corporate responsibility of
Cisco South Asia, who is visiting
Dhaka to organise a National Skills
Compettion for Cisco networking
academy students across
Bangladesh scheduled to be held
on July 5, tells Nafid Imran Ahmed
NetAcad and Cisco's
initiatives to develop talent from
the huge human resource pool
that Bangladesh provides.

Q: Please tell us briefly about the
Cisco Networking Academy
Programmein Bangladesh?
A:The Cisco Network Academy s
an educational initiative which is
being run worldwide In 167
countries and the idea is to train
students on how to build, design,
operate and maintain computer
networks. We started the network
academy initiative in the SAARC
region back in 2001 and
Bangladesh was among the very
few countries which started the
programme during the same
timeframe. The initial faculty
who wentto Australia for training
was from Buet, and they returned
to start the programme at BUET
followed by other institutions.

[ill 2005 we signed up another 8
institutions such as Dhaka
University of Engineering and
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Technology (Duet), AIUB, BRAC,
Daffodil and as of today we have

about 16 institutions across
Bangladesh, which are pretty
widespread. Apart from the 10
institutions in Dhaka we have
academies in Sylhet, Chittagong,
Rajshahi, Khulna, and Gazipur.
We have justsigned up with MIST
(Military Institute of Science and
Technology), which is the first
military institute in South East
Asia to become a part of the
networkacademy.

Q: So far how many students in
how many institutions have
received CNA education?

A: In total we have about 4800
students of which 2600 are
currently enrolled. Till now 1296
students have already graduated
from the network academies.
The typical computer science or
IT batches are pretty small in
size. So I would say we have done
a decent job in training these
students. The good part is 16 per
cent are girls. From a gender
perspective the diversity is pretty
good.

Q: What are the benefits of CNA

education? What will the future
hold for these students?

A: Ifwe look at Bangladesh today,
it is ranked as 124th in the
network readiness index. The
biggest impediment that
Bangladesh is facing today is
skilled manpower and if the
country wants leverage, it needs
to build a skilled resource set to
tap the overseas market.
Network academy is training
people in a specific domain,
which is networking and
ensuring that these people can
find opportunities within the
country as well as abroad. The
advantages are that along with
the regular curriculum the
students get a hands-on practical
exposure as well as work on
practical issues faced by the
industry on a day-to-day basis.
Therefore, the students do not
have to go through any
additional training when they go
back into the workforce.
Moreover, they are industry
ready when they pass out which
IS Our primaryobjective.

The second advantage is that

“We've really achieved
the ideal of what |
wanted Microsoft to

become.”
-~ Bill Gates, June 2008

Bill Gates along with Slash while launching the XBox 360

Guitar Hero.

students have lifelong access to
the curriculum, irrespective of
when they graduate or the
version of the curriculum they
are running. Other minor added
benefits are that they have access
to job sites, technical lectures
and updates on new
technologies.

In a nutshell, the key benefits
include international
certification, hands-on
experience and access to
technologyupdates.

Q: How is the course
implemented and how does it
work?

A: Cisco ties up with an
educational institution and
offers this programme either for
the institute to integrate within
their curriculum or offer it as an
elective. Students are required to
complete this course, which 1is
approximately 280 hours long
with about 50 per cent practical
hands-on experience and at the
end of the course they are eligible
for various certifications such as
the CCNA, which is the most
popular one. We are now also

Bill Gates along with Microsoft
co-founder Paul Allen.

Bill Gates Facts

William Henry Gates was born
on October 28, 1955, in Seattle,
Washington, USA.

« His father William was a
corporate lawyer, and his mother
Mary was a schoolteacher.

« By the age of 17, Gates had
sold his first computer program, a
time-tabling system for his high
school, for $4,200.

« Gates scored 1590 on his SAT
standardized test. The top score
for the test is 1600.

« Gates told his university
teachers he would be a millionaire
by age 30. He became a billionaire
at age 31.

Fostering Bangladeshi skills
[ RDOw Sy

looking at network security and
wireless courses, which are
already being offered by many
institutions. CCNP (Network
Professional) is another course
and IP telephony also known as
Unified Communication is on its
way.

Q: Apart from education does
Cisco have any other CSR
initiatives in Bangladesh?

A: | would say it was an ad hoc
corporate social responsibility
and this happens typically when
disaster happens. When we had
the floods coming in, CISCO
personnel pooled in their
resources and offered assistance
monetarily as well as in terms of
consulting and connectivity.
hat was the kind of CSR
initiative that has happened, but
on a regular basis as of now, it has
been education.

(Q: What are your views on the IT
education standard in
Bangladesh?

A: I am kind of disappointed that
IT education has been given as
fourth subject for school
students. Bangladesh is trying to
become a knowledge-based
economy. Why then should you
look at IT education as a fourth
subject? | believe the Chief
Adviser is doing a lot of work in
terms of collating the primary
schools into adatabase and there
are over 30,000 schools.

Focus on vocational and school
education needs to be enhanced,
connectivity needs to be
provided, infrastructure cost
needs to be lessened and the
internet tariff needs to be
reduced.

Q: Are all the universities well
equipped for state of the art
technologyeducation?

A: | think they are at that stage
where they trying to think of
grappling the twenty first
century skill sets required. A few
of the proactive private
universities have actually gone
ahead and tried to use
technology to enhance
productivity. Things like using
Virtual Private Networks (VPN),
archiving lectures and showing
them to their students, aspects
for using a single converged
network for voice video data
should be adopted.

- While at Harvard, Gates co-
wrote Altair BASIC, which became
Microsoft's (then called Micro-
Soft) first product.

« He met his wife, Melinda
French, in 1987 at a Microsoft
press event in Manhattan while
she was a worker for the
company. They would go on to
get married on New Years Day in
1994,

« In 2002, Bill Gates was
considered more idolized than
Chinese Communist leader Mao
Tse-tung in a poll of teenagers in
Hong Kong and China, The survey
was conducted by the City
University of Hong Kong.

+ In 2005, Gates was honored

ARPANET

The ARPANET (Advanced Research Projects Agency Network) developed by ARPA of
the United States Department of Defense, was the world's first operational packet
swilching network, and the predecessor of the global Internet. Packet swilching,
now the dominant basis for both data and voice communication worldwide, was a

new and important concept in data communications. Previously, data

mm:mlcaﬁan was based on the idea of circuit switching, as in the old typical
felephone circult, where a dedicaled circult is tied up for the duration of the call and

communication Is only possible with the single party on the other end of the circuit
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Digital Gaming and Multimedia
Untapped zones of Bangladesh

IMRUL KAYES CHOWDHURY

ANY of you must
have played
videogames. Imag-
ine you are playing games that
are created by your country-
men! Yes you've heard it right.
Days are not far away when
you can play world-standard
games made by Bangladeshis.
Co-financed by European
Commission, a project "IT-
Upgrade Bangladesh: a part-
nership® is underway with
Universitdt Bremen
(Université De Bréme Institute
De Technologie), Chember de
commerce et d'industrie de
Paris and BASIS (Bangladesh
Association of Software &
Information Services).
Selected by BASIS, 26 per-
sons from 26 local companies
are being given training by
experts under the project. The
project will train them on
multimedia and videogames.
Alexandre Topol, Emman-
uel Guardiola and Pedro Mar-
tins Alessio--three experts on
game programming, design-
ing, graphics, animation and
multimedia from France--
were here to impart training in
the second phase of the train-
ing session which was held
from June 7 through June 12.
Two of them have experience
of working with world-
renowned videogame making

-----------------

company Ubisoft.

In an interview with
StarTech they said they've
seen lots of potential in the
trainees. All they need is
guideline and practice.

They also said that Indian
and Chinese companies are
only producing mostly graphi-
cal assets and some tools for
games. US and European
game-making companies are
not ready to outsource techni-
cal and important coding for
games but they might
outsource the designing part.
These kinds of works can be
easilydone in Bangladesh.

For example they said they
have visited one of the
Bangladeshi companies which
is working for a Japanese com-
pany and they were very
pleased to see that the
Bangladeshi company is able
to fulfill the high requirements
of the Japanese company. If
such companies can reach this

level of requirements it's a
good sign for Bangladesh.

That said, the gaming mar-
ket is growing everyday as
gamers are increasing in num-
bers, since everybody is now
playing on PCs, consoles and
online. If one could get cre-
ative and innovative enough,
it's a good chance to capture
the market.

Earlier it was really hard to
let others know if you had any
good product as internet was
not available. But nowadaysit's
easy to exhibit your products
with the internet, theysaid.

They also said it's like a
supermarket; if you can show-
case what you have got, people
will come, Bangladesh should
do this to mark its footsteps in
thisfield.

The experts left Bangladesh
on June 13, The next phase of
training session of the project
will be held in August-
September. .

A Tete-a-téte on Acer India

STARTECH DESK

WS Mukund, managing
director of Acerindia, let us
in on his perception of the
Bangladeshi IT market and its
relevance to Acer India. The

I N an exclusive interview,

interview, held at the office of

Executive Technologies Lim-
ited, distributor of Acer in
Bangladesh, provided an
insight into the company's
foresight, both globally and for
the Bangladeshimarket.
According to Mukund,
development in every field, be
it agriculture, business, pro-
duction or even state security,
is becoming more and more
dependent on the use of tech-
nology. Interestingly, to make a
strong ground in technology,
financial backup or muscle
power is not much of a
requirement. What is of
utmost importance is educa-
tion and training in various
fields of information technol-
ogy. And the benefits of this
technology should be spread
out to grass-root levels to
ensure significant develop-

with the title Knight Commander
of the Order of the British Empire
by Queen Elizabeth |l of England.
« As of the March 2007 issue of
Forbes magazine, Bill Gates has
been listed as Number 1 on
"Forbes' Richest People” list for
13 years in a row. His current net
worth is about $56 billion.

. Gates has recently announced
that he will be reducing his
involvement at Microsoft and will
be devoting more time to his
charity work.

« He s currently having a
bullding named after him at
Carnegie Mellon University, called
the Gates Building of Computer
Sclence.

ment.

Such is also true for Bangla-
desh. If farmers could be
equipped with the benefits of
technology,' revolutionary
changes could be brought
about in the Bangladeshi
agriculture. The world econ-
omy could also benefit from

Bangladeshi manpower
skilled in the various fields of
technology. To achieve this,
however, it is necessary to
provide wider access to this
technology. Although getuing

everybody a computer may
not be possible, to begin with,
every village could be pro-
vided with at least one com-

puter. Moreover, students

« Gates is the current owner of
the Codex Leicester a 72-page
collection of Leonardo da Vinci's
scientific writings. The writings
are a mixture of observations on
water properties, astronomy, and
rocks and fossils. Gates puts the
Codex on public display once a
year in a different city around the
world.

« Bill Gates earns $250 every
SECOND; that's about $20 million
a DAY and $7.8 billion a YEAR!

« If he drops a thousand-dollar
bill, he needn't even bother to
pick it up because in the four
seconds it would take him to pick
it up, he would've already earned
it back.

should be provided with com-
puters atcheaper costL

Mukund informed that at
present, Acer has aworld market
share of 15.7 percent and the
growth rate is 75 percent. This
growth rate is more than 90
percent in different countries of
Asia including Bangladesh and
India. In other words, Acer has
been able to eamn the trust of
computer usersquite fast.

In Bangladesh, Acer plans
to increase sales and service
centres. They are already pro-

“ viding faster post-sale services

on Acer products. Acer has also
introduced their laptops,
desktop PCs and servers keep-
ing in mind the affordability of
the customers.

Mukund emphasised that
Bangladesh has a promising
computer market as more and
more Bangladeshis are inter-
ested in acquiring the latest
technology. If the facilities of
information technology could
be extended to the rural popu-
lation, with internet access,
this could provide a significant
contribution to Bangladesh's
development.

BILL..

William Henry Gates lll, popu-
larly known as Bill Gates, CEQ
of Microsoft, the man who had
broughtto us the world's most
popular Operating System,
‘Windows', and several times
ranked as the 'richest man in
the world’, has retired from
service last Friday. The Co-
Chair of the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, Gates has
sighted reasons of concen-
trating harder on charity work
as the cause of his retirement.
Relating to Spider-man's most
popular dialogue known to all
of us, Gates has been quoted
as saying, “Great wealth
brings with it great responsi-
bility.” Today, in StarTech we
try to reflect through some
pictures on the illustrious life
of this great software devel-
oper, business entrepreneur
and above all, a foreseer, who
saw much ahead of his time.
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