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Several irregular NGOs closed

in Jhenidah

District registration officer had arranged their opening
through signature forgery

OQUR CORRESPONDENT, /henidah

- ==

Several NGOs in Jhenidah district
have recently winded up after
revealing of the fact that they
managed registration through
bribing the registration officer at
Ihenidah Social Welfare Office.

The registration offlicial,
Sushanta Kumar Paul arranged
registration for several NGOs and
so-called welfare associations
through putting forged signatures
.of Md Azam Ali, former deputy
«lirector of Jhenidah district Social
®Welfare Office, during the latter's
tenure till March 8 this vear, said
sources at district Social Welfare
Office.

The office has received several
written allegations about the
matter.

Among the organisations that
got registration through

Shushanta’s irregu the means are -
- Ama Bikash Daridra Mochon at
Shailkupa, Atya Nirbharshil Adi
Bashi Samity in Harinakunda
upazila, Avard social welfare
Sanghastha at Paglakanai of the
town, Shambhar Samaj Kalyan
Sangstha of the town, Sidr Samaj
Kalyan Sangstha at Hamdah of the
town, Rat Samaj Kalyan Sangstha
of the town, Bhai Bhai Samaj
Kalyan Sangstha.

Azam Ali was kept in the dark
while the registration officer
issued the registration to the
organisations.

Shushanta Kumar put fake
signature of the concerned offi-
cial on 144 places while issuing
registration, sources said, adding
that any departmental inquiry
would reveal his corruption
incidents.

Shushanta would arrange

Sushanla Kumar Paul

registration without examining
any papers and visiting any spot if
he was given Tk 30 thousand while
no registration was possible with-
out giving bribe to Shushanta, said
several people concerned with
NGOs and associations.

Contacted, former sub assistant
director Azam Ali who went on
retirement in March this year, said,
Shushanta Pal has recently con-
fessed to him that he has issued
registration of nine NGO's. He
(Azam Ali) added that he has
informed this matter to the higher
authority.

Contacted, Shushanta Kumar
Paul said he has not forged any
signature, He added that he has
not the authority to a registration
officer.

Contacted, Jhenidah district
deputy director Md Zillur Rahman
said a probe committee has been
formed and he (Shushanta) will be
punished if found guilty.

There are 724 registered coop-
erative societies and NGOs in
Jhenidah district, Zillur Rahman,
sub assistant director of Jhenidah
Social Welfare Office, said.
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Aggrieved at the party high-ups for not declaring Rajshahi city Awami League General Secretary Khairuzzaman Liton
as the city mayoral candidate, AL activists put their city AL office under lock and key yesterday.

Fake NGO officials flee with
clients' money in Sirajganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sirajganj

Officials of a fake NGO named
Norway Development Project
International (NDPI) have gone
hiding from Sirajganj town follow-
ing misappropriation of about Tk
20lakh of clients.

Police sealed off the office of the
fake NGO yesterday.

Seven people introducing
themselves officials of the NGO
took an office at Fazlul Haque road
a few months ago. They bought
furniture and other articles on

credit from traders in name of
decorating the office. They also
took a large quantity of clothes
including saree and lungi from
different cloth traders in Belkuchi
saying they would distribute those
amongthe beneficiaries.

Later, they started collecting
money from tradersand poormen
and women promising them a
good return with high interest rate
of money. Thus they collected
about Tk 20 lakh and later misap-
propriated it before going into
hiding.

On information, Sadar Police
Station acting officer-in-charge
Nurun Nabi confirmed that police
had sealed off the office. 'An inves-
tigation is going on and a hunt is
on to arrest the culprits,’ he said.

Meanwhile Masum, a furniture
trader and Mojnu Mian, another
cloth trader here said they lodged
separate general diary (GD) with
police following failure of the
NGO officials to pay money for
purchasing furniture and cloth on
credit.

EXTORTION CASE

Hearing on Sylhet BNP chief
Arif's case now on July 6

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Sylhet Additional District and
Sessions Judge Court has deferred
the date for recording deposition of
prosecution witnesses (PWs) in an
extortion case filed against city

BNP chief Ariful Haque
Chowdhury.

The court fixed July 6 as the next
dateofhearing.

Sylhet City Corporation (SCC)
contractor Haji Dilar Ahmed filed
the case with Sylhet Kotwali Police

Stationon June 20 lastyear.

Dilar said he had to pay Tk 15
lakh as illegal toll to Arif on pres-
sure from him in six cheques of
Sonali Bank to ensure a work order
foraroad extension project work.

A loyal to former finance minis-
ter Saifur Rahman, Arif was con-
vener of the SCCdevelopment sub-
committee.

On investigation, Kotwali Police
Station sub- inspector Nasimul
Islam framed charge against the
accused. The court completed

recording deposition of seven PWs
onJune 30. Deposition of two other
witnesses is likelytoberecorded on
July 6, court sources said.

Arif was awarded 10 years
rigorous imprisonment for
amassing wealth through corrup-
tion and illegal means by a court
here on June 19. His absconding
wife Shama Haque Chowdhury
was also sentenced to suffer three
years' imprisonment. Arif has
been facing another case for evad-
ing tax.

- CORRUPTION CHARGE
UP chairman

suspended
in Rangpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Kursha Union Parisad (UP) chair-
man Shahinur Rahman Marshal
was suspended yesterday for his
alleged involvementin corruption.

At per directives of the Local
Government Ministry, Taraganj
upazila nirbahi officer (UNO)
Mizanur Rahman issued the sus-
pension letter and served a notice
to Shahinur, also secretary of
Taraganjupazila BNP.

Earlier, the ministry investi-
gated the matter by forming a
three-member committee. The
committee was formed after a local
lodged a complaint against the UP
leader.

The committee found the alle-
gations to be true and asked local
administration to take action
againsthim, the UNOsaid.

BNP meeting
postponed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

A meeting was to be held yesterday
(Wednesday) to from a new com-
mittee of district unite (west) but
due to a clash between the Khaleda
group and reformation group in the
BNP district offices (Sadar Road)
the meeting was postponed.

Denying the clash Selina
Rahaman, joint secretary and Rejvi
Ahmed, office secretary (Acting)
BNP central committee said the
meeting was postponed due to
anotherreason.

Witnesses said while the meet-
ing was going on, Abedur Rahim
Humayun, a cousin of reformist
lead and Ex-Mp Mossrraf Hossian
Mangu entered in to the meeting
room and the activists of Khaleda
group assaulted him.

Teenaged girl
raped in
Thakurgaon

A CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

An influential's sonraped a teenage
girl at Majapara village of Boda
upazila in Panchagarh district
Wednesday night.

Shapla Akhter,14, was raped by
Rafiqul Islam, son of influential
Tofazzal Hossain of Deuniapara
village in the same upazila, and his
unidentified accomplice at a
nearby Sal orchard. They left her
there at unconscious state. At
dawn she regained consciousness
and came back home. Boda Police
Station officer-in-charge (OC) said
the victim was sent to Panchagarh

Sadar Hospital for medical test.
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Villagers rendering voluntary service to renoVate flood control embankment on the Kodakad River at Chakla village under Monirampur upqzlla in Jessore

district, and a profusely growing paddyfield in the village, considered by the locals as a reward for their labour of love.
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Man to die for
killing wife in
Satkhira

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Satkhira Women and Children
Repression Prevention Court has
sentenced a man to death for kill-
ing his wife for dowry, court
sourcessaid,

The convict is Rezaul Islam
Gazi of Bhomra village in Sadar
upazila.

Rezaul married to Bilkis Nahar,
daughter of Rustam Ali of Puratan
Satkhira in Sadar upazila in 2001.
Soon after marriage, he demanded
dowry from his father-in-law
through his wife. But the victim's
father failed to pay him dowry. As a
result, Bilkis fell in disgrace of her
husband. He started torturing her
offand on, courtsources said,

The convict tortured his wife to
death on the spot at night on
January 1, 2002. Police pressed
charge against him.

The court pronounced the
verdict after examining witnesses
and relevantdocuments.

Freedom fighter
appeals to save
life, property

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

An injured freedom fighter of the
liberation war of Bangladesh has
urged the authorities concerned to
save his life and property from the
clutch ofa criminal.

Freedom fighter Md Rafiq
Uddin Bhuiyan of Jigatola village in
Dhubaura upazila made the appeal
at a press conference held at
Mymensingh Press Club yesterday.
His father Mafiz Uddin Bhuiyan
was also a martyred freedom
fighter.

Bhuiyan alleged that a criminal
named Joynal of Bhuiyan Para
village had demanded illegal toll
from him during Aman harvesting
season last year. For failure, Joynal
threatened to prevent him from
harvesting paddy on 2.13 acres of
land adjacent to his house, Bhuiyan
said he brought the matter to local
administration and local elite but in
vain. He said that Joynal had
become more furious and con-
structed a house on his land on
March 14 this year. The criminal
allegedly snatched away paddy
from the share-croppers of
Bhuiyan.

Now he has been staying at a
hotel in Mymensingh 'town in fear
of the criminal, Bhuiyah said.
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Paribesh Banchao Andolon organises a human chain on Stadium Road in Tangail yesterday protesting felling of old
trees in the town.

Community police leaders among
16 sued for abetting rapist

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A case was filed with Kushtia
Children and Women Repression
Prevention Court yesterday for
raping a woman at Haripur village
in Sadar upazila in the district on
June 23,

The alleged rapist Babul and 15
others including two leaders of
local community police, who
allegedly attempted to protect the
rapist in exchange of money, have
been accused in the case.

The court ordered police to
submit inquiry report within seven
days.

On June 23, Yasmin Begum of
Haripur village in Sadar upazila in
thedistrict wentto collect water from
a tube-well at neighbouring Babul's
house at about 7:30pm when Babul
forcibly took her to his room and
raped her, goes the case statement.

At the woman cried for help,
people from adjacent houses
rushed to the spot and rescued the
woman. She sustained critical
injuries dueto theincident.

Haripur union community
police Convenor Kiam Uddin and

| Membeér Sécretary Naeb Ali rushed
| to the spot, assured the woman of

justice and asked her not to go to
police or hospital, the case state-
ment said.

Naeb was also Sadar upazila
secretary of Bangladesh
Manabadhikar Sangrakkhan
Parishad.

On the next day, a group of
people led by Kiam and Naeb went
to the victim's house and asked her
toignore the incident saying that it
would be harmful for her (victim)
prestige.

There are allegations that the
community police leaders took Tk
50,000 from the rapist assuring him
of protection.

As the victim complained to
district monitor of Adhikar, a
national NGO working for human
rights, the NGO with the help of
two other human rights organisa-
tions -- Bangladesh Mahila Ainjibi
Samity and FAIR -- investigated the
incident on the spot and found the
matter true.

Afterwards, a medical team led
by Dr Sanjit Kumar examined the
woman at Amin Diagnostic Centre
in Kushtia and found her to have
becomepregnant.

Victim Yasmin filed a case

accusing 16 people including

Babul, Kiam and Naeb.

Investigation is going on and
culprits will be punished, officer-
in-charge of Sadar Police Station
said.

Woman kills
husband
In Sirajganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sirajganj

¥
A crazy woman allegedly killed her
husband over a family feud at
Kadampal village in Sirajganj Sadar
upazilaTuesday night.

Abdul Mannan, 33, was beaten
to death by his wife Mahmuda and
her men at around 10.00 pm. The
killers went into hiding leaving the
bodyat the house.

Mannan married to Mahmuda,
25, of the same village about seven
years ago, police and locals said.
Mahmuda and his father Sohel Ali
used to torture Mannan frequently
over trifle matrter.

After the incident, Sadar police
rushed to the spot, recovered the
body.and sent it to Sadar hospital ___
morgue for autopsy.
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