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Crime world
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A moment later he corrected himself

and said, He is very much alive, he
abandoned us and got married again
soheisdeadtous.” iy

Kafrul police arrested two juve-
niles about a month ago as they fled
from the scene after hurling two
homemade bombs towards a sweet-
meatshop at

The boys, aged around 12 and 14

said a local ciminal had paid
Tk 100 each to explode the
bombsin front of the shop to scare its
OWNETS INto paying extorton money.

Poor children living in slums
remain most wvuln e as they
easily come into contact with narcot-
ics raders and criminals who also
live in slums. Many end up in a life of
crime. Many top criminals of the
country like a Jahangir, Killer
Abbas, Freedom Sohel and Sweden
Aslam got started in this way.

Dr Mehtab Khanam, professor of

ology department of Dhaka

ity, says juveniles can not

ly moral values and so they work

without reasoning and opportunists
exploit them.

Dr Abdul Hakim Sarkar, a profes-
sor of the Institute of Social of
St i S A T e
increasing poverty is one of the chi
reasons leading to juveniles’ involve-
ment inoffences.

Poor parents are so busyeaming a
livelihood that they have no ime to
guide children, he said.

Dr Sarkar suggests that a compre-
hensive du(lld dggglcy parenlhug
training an oping paren
associations could heﬁ: counter this
situation.

The government or other social
organisations do nothave any partic-
ular statistics about how many juve-
niles are already involved in offences
in the country or how many are
exposed to potential involvement.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police pre-
pared a list of 336 professional teen-
age offenders from records in its 33
police stations in 2004. Experts
suspect that the actual number is
much higher.

At least 235 non-government
organisations work on child rights in
the country, but no one works specif-
ically to protect juveniles from a
potential criminal life.

The Director of the ent
of Social Services Habibur Rahman
said that since poverty pushes juve-
niles to criminal activities, the
department provides loans to the
poor to help upgrade their financial
condition.

Some NGOs also provide micro

credit to the poor.

There are 84 government run
institutions in the country, 50 Shishu
Paribar, 25 Shishu Sadan, three

Kishore Unnayan Kendra (KUK) and
six safe homes, with a total ﬂldt}r
of accommoda lgfszmms dren
rding to statistics .
nm"ljhe S%ﬂshu Paribar and Shishu
Sadan centres are mainly for proper
care and nursing of orphan or desti-
tute children living there. The safe
homes are for girls and are based in
the divisional headquarters in the
country. The KUKs are the remand
homes for juvenile under-trial pris-
oners and convicts.

However, none of these homes
come into the picture to protect poor
children from their exposure 1o a
criminal life.

Sarkar said juveniles from middle
and upper class families usually get
involved in offences du:;h to sprea I;Jf

and cyber cultures. They try to be
:genmmus like the characters they
wartch on television.

“Children learn social norms and
moral values from their guardians
and but nowadays they spend
very little time with ?annm hat they
don't leam a lot of things,” Sarkar

W;‘{e cites an example that children
learn to t rules from playing
es as all games have certain

rules, but nowadays there are hardly
anyplaygroundsforchildren.

Sarkar also blames private tuition
based education for the situation.
This type of education makes chil-
dren dependent on others and a
dependent child does not learn to
take his own responsibility, he says.

Children do not learn how to
make sacrifices or accommodate
others as they grow up amid a sense
of selfish relationships, the professor
pointsout. % #

Respecting others’ interests an
moral vulu?am relatively absent in
the present society, Dr Sarkar points
out, “ So when any thing against
their interest, children do not hesi-
tate to commitawrong.”

Horror in Barisal
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Shahjahan said he has been having
disputes with one of his neighbours
over a piece of land for a long time,
where he built a house and let her
sister's family live there so he could
keepthelan mhlsﬂ;a Iinwr-:i'l

He suspects that people who are
in dispute with him over the land
might have killed her sister and
nieces.

Tawfiq Mahbub, superintendent
of police (SP) of Barisal, who visited
the spot, said the land dispute might
have been the motive for the grue-
some murders.

He also said family members of
the vicims might also have been
involved in the crime to frame their
nivals.

_UP body system
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activities of the UPS In some cases,
standing committees were formed to
fulfil the official purpose but were kept
non-functioning and inoperative,”
observesthe BARD study:

It points out that in some cases, the
committees acted according to the
directions of the chairmen concermned
and did not allow scopes for others'

n
In order to improve the overall
of the UPs, these standing
committees should be re-activated by
forming them openly to ensure

broaderparticipation ofthe society, the
hﬂysﬁmutnmigmedunﬂms

Jons are very much
controlling in nature than of monitor-
excessive external regulation
and control over the UPs for its institu-
tonalweakness.
govermment Issues IS ano

reason for institutional weakness ofthe
UPs. The functions and functionaries
of local government should in no way
be controlled through other institu-
tions, itobserves.

The BRAD conducted the study
titled "Governance in Union Parishad
of Bangladesh: Problems and

ve” in an effort to the
mmdﬁmmmemﬁa

government structure in the
rural areas of Bangladesh since 1870.

The study conducted by BARD
deputy directors Abdul Karim and

g findings about the UPs’ current
%dﬂﬁnﬁgowﬂhﬁmspiﬁmf
local government stated in the consti-

fubon.

The BARD officials also point out a
lack of n;mm:gdle
mﬁ% tothe UP
secretary and ' concemed.
The UP secretary prepares and final-
ises the budget based on the previous
year's budget and in consultation with

the chairman and then sends it to the
bureaucraticchannel for approval.

which effective 's participation

thmth elected representatives
be ensured, the BARD says.

The study suggests introduction of

system 1o

T et
I:n.m:iﬂty d’ the local o
govern-

ment The system may also motivate

the
mﬂﬂydﬂﬁuﬂdm
motivation through local leaders has
_proved to be a more effective strategy to

increase success of national

Programines. ;
Mutual between the
central govermment and the local
t can ensure more effective

service delivery at local level, the study
observes. “Some of the basic services
provided by the central government,
such as fpnma.ry health care, manage-
ment of primary education, and agri-
culture services could be or

deputed to theUPs management,” the
BARD says.

It also suggests that the national
policymakers maythinkofdecentralis-
ing ilities that can be
better atthelocallevel

Currently, the UP chairman and
members spend most of their worki
tme in resolving local disputes an
have little time to concentrate on other
devdupme:u:etal functions. Against this
backdrop, the BARD suggests formi
“salish mnurﬂum‘axthewardlang:g
reduce the UPs' workload, allowing
local leaders to devote themselves to

- otherdevelopmentactivities.

1,687 women

%mft 5:55 16 R
of themn were gang ra and 66
killed afterrape. ;

A total of 49 women were victims
of acid violence while 22 were burnt
in fire.

The report also said 55 women
were abducted and 125 women and
children were trafficked during this
period. Out of the trafficked, 10 were
sold to brothels.

The number of women repressed
for failure to pay dowry was 148 and
99 of them were killed for dowry.

A total of 27 domestic workers
were tortured by their employers and
8 women were tortured by members
oflawenforcementagencies.

During the same period, 135
women committed suicide due to
repression and 47 women and chil-
dren died in mysterious circum-
stances.

The number of women fell victim
to violence in June alone is 333. A
total of 73 incidents of rape and 15
gangrapes were reported in the same
month.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh National
Women Lawyers' Association
(BNWILA) reported 235 incidents of
violence against women last month,
based on reports published in 10
national dailies.

5.74 lakh MT rice
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allocated this fiscal to ensure food
mﬂm up &mll: Id:‘:tk 5425 crore
e revised bu of the last

fiscal.

e ST R el
procure 31. food
this fiscal. Of this, it will procure
16.34 lakh MT from the interna-
tional market and 15.50 lakh MT
from domestic

Power tariff
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saying that Bangladesh has no way
from the

to make itself

i g i i T
we to our

to cope up with the world market,” he

told reporters as the new fuel price

rates came into effectyesterday.

Rental plants
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An eighth contract for a rental

power plant in Ashugan) signed
with yet another inexperienced
local company Green Power in April
has to launch operation in mid-

ATL ~
per the contract, PDB would

penalise each of the defaulting

r companies with $500 ﬁlﬂe
against each megawatl r the
contractors failed to produce. Each
contract is given 120 days to com-

lete.
5 “This means Energy Prima
should be paying $85,000 a day and
GBB-Kaltimax $16,500 from May 15
for failing to meet the deadline,”
notesaPDB official.

If the contractor fails to launch
the plant 60 days behind the sched-
ule, the PDB will serve it with a
notice to terminate the contractand
alegalpmcessmllfullnw.

In this case, Energy Prima faces
a situation of contractual termina-
tion from mid-July for failing to
launch operation,” says asource.

The government signed seven
rental power contracts with four
companies in January and one in
AprlE Of these seven, only one
40MW plant installed by British
company ko came into opera-
tion from the first week of June in
Khulna. This plant was supposed to
come into operation from May 28.

But Ene Prima and GBB-
Kaltumax y failed to meet their
May 15 deadline for five plants. A
sixth deal signed with US power
company Alsthom fell flat as the

ower company did not take any
Bﬂtiativetc implementit.

Energy Prima chief Moazzem
Hossain is one of the accused in the
Barapukuria scam case filed by the
Anti-Corruption Commission.

Sources say brother of former
BNP lawmaker Mosharraf Hossain
of Feni, Moazzem is being backed by
astronglobby.

Khaleda's release
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Ariff --are assigned to negotiate
with the political parties at the
government-sponsored dialogue
on the issues of transition to
democracy from the interim
regime.

The advisers said they sat in the
meeting to review the latest out-
comes and the remaining process
of ongoing dialugi.les with the

olitical parties as they are prepar-

ing for dealing with Awami League,
one of the two major parties,
tomorrow.

On the question of Khaleda's
release, Hossain Zillur said the
caretaker government wants to
proceed taking into consideration
all the humanitarian and legal
aspects.

Asked what happens if the BNP-
led four-party alliance does not
participate in the coming elec-
tions, the adviser said: “We don't
think hypothetically.”

He said they are making their
effort to hold dialogue with the
four-party alliance.

Hasina's trial
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hearing as the case documents are
yet to arrive from the High Court
(HC).

The HC asked for the records
after Hasina filed a petition to
quashthecaseonJune2.

After a brief hearing, the judge
fixed July 10 for the next hearing of
witnesses' depositions.

Advocate Sahara Khatun repre-
sented the AL chief, who had been
exempted from attending court
proceedings on health grounds.
Former energy and power secre-
tary Towfiq-e-Elahi Chowdhury, a
co-accused in the case, was pro-
duced before the court.

Cross-examination of six wit-
nesses has so far been completed.

Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) Deputy Director Sabbir
Hasan filed the case with Tejgaon
Police Station on September 2 last
year accusing Hasina and six others
of using their influence to help a
foreign company and its local
partners win a deal for setting up
100-megawatt barge-mount power
plants in Haripur, Khulna and
Shikalbaha, depriving the lowest
bidder.

Hasina's co-accused are Towfiq-
e-Elahi Chowdhury, former Power
Development Board (PDB) chair-
man Noor Uddin Mahmud Kamal,
Managing Director of Summit
Industries and Mercantile
Corporation Private Ltd Aziz Khan,
its Director Farid Khan, United
Group Chairman Hasan Mahmud
Raj:i and its Director Abul Kalam
Azad.

Job seekers
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attacking his staff.

The injured staffers are
Manager of Celebrity Tours and
Travels Sahabuddin Majumdar,
Assistant Manager Mejbahuddin,
Manjerul Islam, Habibur Rahman
and Zia Uddin.

Officer-in-charge (OC) of
Paltan Police Station Farid
Ahmed told The Daily Star, "The
job seekers gathered at the office
around noon and demanded the
officials either return their
money or send them to Malaysia
again with jobs."

"As the officials refused to
address their demands, they
attacked,” the OC said, adding,
“Each job seeker had paid Tk 2-3
lakh to go to Malaysia."

Sources quoting the job seek-
ers said most of the job seekers
suffered imprisonment in
Malaysia for not having proper
employment papers and none of

them managed to get any job
there.

EWS

Coastal lands
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Asked ifthe government has any plan

to give incentives to farmers, he said
rice of crops is the main incentive.

q‘he government will try to ensure it,

CS Karim noted.

Agriculture officials said a 12-
member team headed bg
Bangladesh Agriculture Researc
Council (BARC) Executive Chairman
Dr Abdur Razzak has already con-
ducted a study on fallow land for
coastal districts of Barguna,
Patuakhali, Bagerhat, Bhola,
Pirozpur, Jhalakathi and Barisal and
preparedaplan ofaction.

Be artment of Agriculture
Extension (DAE) has also prepared a

aper identifying the unused land in
Rlunshignnj. which will be reviewed
by BARC for plan of action.

The BARC will gradually prepare
such plans for other regions like
Sylhet where a good amount of
cultivable land remains unused,
officials say.

The plan of action says of the 9.62
lakh hectares of cultivable land in the
seven coastal districts, 5.13 lakh
hectares or 53 percent land remains
fallow during rif-1 (April-June)
season, 57,290 hectares or 6 petcent
during Kharif-2 (July-September)
season and 3.31 lakh hectares or 34

nt remain unused during Robi
(December-March) season.

The committee has identified
waterlogging during Aman harvest-
ing from mid-December to mid-
January, inundation of fields during
April-June, lack of sweet water for
irrigation and absentee landlords as
reasons for vast fallow land in the
region.

For remedies, the committee
recommends production of high
yielding varieties that requires short
period of time, measures for irriga-
tion, creating sweet water reservoirs,
establishing dykes to check flooding
forsome particular period.

It also recommends a study to
check feasibility of cultivation of
crops and fruits that fit with the
climate and soil of that region,
strengthen the supply and market
chain, train the farmers and entre-
preneurs for homestead gardening
and even arrangement of agriculture
loanto farmers.

Besides such problems, agricul-
turists say there is alack of awareness
among farmers on homestead gar-
dening in the rural areas that leads to
their dependence on buying vegeta-
bles and fruits from markets.

"Giving them incentives will
boost production of vegetables and
fruits,” anagriculturistat BARC said.

He said more contract farming
could be encouraged in cases where
landowners live abroad leaving their
land fallow.

Centre for Policy Dialogue
Research Director Dr Uttam Kumar
Deb said making available to farmers
irrigation, fertilisers, seeds and

[ technologies Suitable toweatherand

Al to demand
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permanent release before both
elections [local body and parliamen-
tary] to create a congenial atmo-
sphere for polls,” AL acting General
Secretary Ashraful Islam told
reporters after a meeting of the AL
CentralWorking Committee.

“We want the emergency to be
lifted only for creating the atmo-
sp}éere required for the polls," Ashraf
said.

The AL held the meeting to final-
ise the party’'s stance and strategies
for the dialogue with the govemn-
ment.

Chaired by Presidium member
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, the meet-
ing endorsed the AL Presidium's
decision to take partin the upcoming
city corporation and municipality
elections under the banner of
Nagorik Committee along with the
components of the 14-party com-
bine, the civil society and pro-
LiberationWar forces.

The AL faces a dilemma in nomi-
nating the candidate for the mayoral
post in Rajshahi City Corporation
(RCC) election as there are two strong
candidates--AL leader AHM
Khairuzzaman Liton and its ally
Workers' Party leader Fazle Hossain
Badsha.

During the meeting, members of
the AL Central Working Committee
observed that Liton should be their
candidate as the AL has over one lakh
votes in RCC and Badsha should be
nominated in the parliamen
polls as part of the AL-led 14-party
alliance.

Local leaders and workers last
night shuttered the office of city AL,
demanding mayoral nomination for
Liton.

As rumours spread that the AL-
led 14-party combine had
announced Workers Party politburo
member Badsha as the alliance
candidate, city AL rank and file gath-
eredin front of their office and locked
itsdoorsataround 8:15pm.

“We will keep our office locked
until Liton is chosen as the mayoral
candidate,” said Rajshahi city AL
Vice-president Rafique Uddin.

A total of 120 AL leaders of
Rajshahi district formally asked the
gl. central to nominate Liton yester-

ay.
Ashraf said the Presidium would
Sit again to finalise nominations for
the elections to four city corpora-
tions and nine municipalities. He
said the AL Central Working
Committee would finally endorse
the nominations.

The Presidium would also com-
plete bilateral meetings with AL's
allies, headded.

The AL Central Working
:I‘ha;mnﬁttee meeﬁrl\lg ulﬁserved that

mment has been urgin

polltlcal parties to ratify all mn:iiE
nances passed during its rule if
elected to power but the government
isnot %mmulgating those consulting
the political parties.

e meeting urged the govern-
mentnot to promulgate or enact any
ordinance or law without consulting

Italso demanded that the govern-
ment send AL leader Mohammad

Nasim abroad for treatment without
furtherdelay.

soil with sl’lsllp ort from the govern-

ment and will have a positive
impact on food production and
price.

[n cases of absentee landlords,
contract farming can be a good
option, but authorities should make
sure that the rules and regulations
remain viable for both contractors
and farmers, he said.

Heated debate
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Hasina's counsels including barris-

ter Shafique Ahmed told the court
that the Attorney General could not
make such submissions dictating the
court.

“In my long legal professional
career, | haven't heard such a sub-
mission by any lawyer dictating the
High Court. This court earlier heard
the petitions and fixed a date for
further hearing. So, this court has the
jurisdiction to hear the matters,”

arrister Shafique said.

The Attorney General asked
barrister Shafique Ahmed whether
he (Shafique) has assumed the
responsibility of the court.

"Since the High Court called for
records of the two corruption cases
against Sheikh Hasina, the trial

roceedings of the cases have been

alted in trial courts. For the recon-
stitution of the High Court benches,
this bench has no power to hear the
quashment petitions. The court
cannot call for the records of the
cases before issuing any rule. The
court has not issued any rule in the
matters," he said.

The HC bench said the wisdom of
any person is not determined with
his or her age or ranking status. "We
have taken the matters in our consid-
eration for hearing with our wisdom.
...Asking for the records of the cases
by the High Courtisnothing new."

Following two quashment peti-
tions filed by Sheikh Hasina, the High
Court bench of Justice Khademul
Islam Chowdhury and Justice
Mashuque Hossain Ahmed earlier in
June this year called for the records
and documents of the cases against
Hasina.

Regional fund
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said with global temperature
increase between 1.5 and 2.5 degrees
Celsius, 20-30 percent plant and
animal species could become extinct
while crop yields in South Asian
region could decrease by up to 30
percent by the middle of this century.

The cities in South Asia are also
likely to face severe drainage conges-
tion due to increased precipitation,
hesaid.

Studies suggest thatitis no longer
possible to reverse the process of
climate’ change in the coming
decades but the region is still not
prepared to face the disruptive
effectsofawarmer world, headded.

While presenting the report on
Bangladesh situation, Dr
Asaduzzaman proposed extending
the regional action plan to manage
climate change like the European
Union.

He proposed best sharing of
water resources for optimal use and
control in hydro-power projects. He
also proposed cooperatng each
otherto develop aregional food bank
and new crop varieties tolerant of
climatechange.

Asaduzzaman underlined the
need for cooperation for disease
prevention and control and early
warning system for short and long-
range weatherand flood forecast.

The Indian representative said
India is willing to share its CDM
experience with other Saarc coun-
tries. He proposed holding a joint
workshop with project developers,
CDM consultants and industry
associations of Saarc countries.

Sri Lanka proposed establishing a
common regional position and
criterion to assess the costin terms of
monetary values of "environmental
debt" owed by developed countries
to the Saarc countries.

He said the Saarc countries may
curtail use of carbon and exchange
the carbon credit with the developed
countries for financialdebts.

Dhaka rain-hit
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graveyard, Tongi Diversion Road,
parts of old town and DND area were
the worst affected in waterlogging,
which is a common sight for the city
residents even in moderate rain.

Urban experts blame it on
unplanned urbanisation, absence of
proper sewerage system and indis-
criminate filling of the natural
waterbodies.

They suggest formulating a com-
prehensive drainage plan as well as a
master plan for city development to
rid the capital of waterlogging. As
immediate measures, they recom-
mend retrieving the canals grabbed
by influential quarters and excavat-
ingthose afresh.

An official of Dhaka Water Supply
and Sewerage Authority (WASA) said
the pri cause of waterlogging in
the city is inadequate and outdated
drainage system. A proper drainage
system connecting drains and sew-
ers with waterbodies such as ponds,
lakes and canalsis a must to spare the
people of sufferings during the
MOonsoons.

An official of Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) said the storm
sewerage lines and surface drains of
both Wasa and DCC do not function
properly for lack of cleaning and
contribute to waterlogging.

Nizami, Khaleda
FROM PAGE uil.s o boad
government is not pa to
public opinion | tﬁe release
ofdetained political leaders.
Handing over the memorandum,
the ]an}::ﬂt leader also demanded
lifting of the emergency rrules,
withdrawal of the Gntmp?ntﬂ other

“false” cases, and holding the
national elections by October.

Non-payment
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amounts of fines on the firms for

employing the workers without
valid residency permits.

Both the firms, belonging to the
same owner, sought extension of
time as well as waiver of the fines.
In the meantime, the firms filed
false cases against the workers,
claiming that since the workers fled
their workplaces, they were them-
selves responsible for the expira-
tion of their residency permits,
Siddiqui said.

Waiver of fines has to be
approved by finance ministry of
the country after the appeal is
scrutinised by ministries of social
affairs and labour, and interior, he
added.

“Therefore, the process is time-
consuming,” he said adding that
the companies however are doing
all they can to get away without
paying the fines and the unpaid
wages to the workers.

Meanwhile, the police already
apprehended 30 of these workers
who left their camps and the
authorities are making prepara-
tions to deport them, said Siddiqui.

The police need to have a court
order to arrest any worker from
inside their camﬂs for staying in
the country without valid resi-
dency permits, explained the
labour councillor at the
Bangladesh embassy.

KUWAIT PROBES MPs' VISA
TRADING

The National Assembly Human
Rights Committee of Kuwait, which
began an investigation into allega-
tions of wide-spread visa trading,
said they are suspicions about
former and current Kuwaiti law-
makers' involvement in illegal
trade of visas.

Visa trading means buying and
selling visas to hire foreign workers
and that involves huge amount of
money and middlemen. Such
trading increases the foreign work-
ers' cost of migration and contrib-
utes to their low wages.
Bangladeshi workers are also
victims of such trading in the
Middle East countries.

Member of the committee MP
Roudhan Al-Roudhan said the
committee decided to investigate
the issue seriously after "hearing
that some members in the current
assembly and previous assemblies
are suspected of being involved in
visa trading”, reported Kuwait
Times, a leading newspaper of
Kuwait, Monday.

The Kuwaiti National Assembly
last week asked the committee to
investigate the issue based on a
proposal that requires the panel to
investigate records of the ministry
of social affairs and labour during
the lastfive years.

The Human Rights Committee
of the National Assembly Monda
held an extended meeting wi
representatives for the ministries

of sociakaffairs and labour, interior,

and commerce and industry in this
regard.

Roudhan said the committee
asked the ministries to provide
certain data based on which the
panel will make decisions to
reduce problems related to
unskilled labourers.

The panel specifically requested
data on companies suspected of
visa trading, especially cleaning
and private security firms, which
recruit a large number of foreign
workers, Roudhan said.

CA to join D-8
FROM PAGE 1
among the memberstates.

“The group which came into
existence in 1997 has a volume of
trade among themselves that
stands today at US $49 billion, up
from US $14.5 billion in 1999,
[ftekharstated.

[ts summit meet is held every
two years, Bangladesh having
hosted the second one in 1999. The
secretariatis based in Istanbul.

The summit will be ‘preceded by
a two-day meeting of foreign min-
isters, where Bangladesh will be
represented by the foreign affairs
adviser.

The senior officials called
Commissioners in D-8 will meet
July 3-4 for doing the groundwork.

“We will use this opportunity to
strengthen our bilateral coopera-
tion with Malaysia as well. As we all
know, Malaysia is a significant
destination for our manpower
export. While the numbers are
large, the challenges are also many.
We will meet our appropriate
Malaysian counterparts to address
some of theseissues,” Iftekhar said.

The chief adviser is expected to
leave for the Malaysian capital on
July 7 and return the next day after
attending the summit.

US envoy
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About the local body elections ahead
of the general election, Moriarty said
it is interesting to see Awami League
goingtolocal elections.

On BNP's five-point demand, the
US envoy said the government and
BNP should talk about it, stating that
the people of Bangladesh have
strong opinion on that.

Asked if the local elections might
hamper the general election, the
ambassador said it is the people of
Bangladesh to decide and hoped that
there would be successful national
andlocal elections.

About speculations on an elec-
toral college to elect the president,
Moriarty again said it is obviously
something the people of this country
will have to decide. He said the US is
probably the only democracy that
has an electoral college electing its
president.

“We think it works well. We have
been playing for over 200 years now.
But there are lots of other ways to
elect a president. Again we leave it to
the wisdom of the people of
Bangladesh,” added the US envoy.

affecti
serious t
the Palestinian people and must be
halted immediately,” Kariyawasam
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But the government has yet to offi-
clally re-fix the fares of goods carrying
motor vehicles and launches.

Meanwhile, operators of all
modes of transport were in a of
increasing fares immediately after
the government's announcement of
increasing fuel oil prices, resulting in
heated debates and scuffles between
passengers and transport crews.

In the capital, bus fare went up by
Tk 1 to Tk 5 on different city routes
while the increase was by Tk 50 to Tk
70 on inter-district routes all through
the day yesterday. Passengers gotinto
disputes with bus crews as they were
charging extra since early moming
yesterday at all bus and launch termi-
nals in the city.

Different socio-political organisa-
tions, however, condemned the hike
in fuel oil prices, saying the increase
will make life more difficult for the
people.

The communication ministry
held a meeting yesterday to increase
bus fares. Chaired by the communi-
cation secretary, BRTA Chairman
Sunil Kanti Boss, BRTC Chairman
Shafiz Uddin Ahmed and other
officials concerned were present at
the meeting.

"The fare has been increased after
a discussion with transport owners,”
added the governmenthandout

But earlier in the day transport
fares on different routes sky rocketed
unabated as there was no govern-
mentdirection.

In the city, human-haulers, buses
and minibuses including the CNG-
run ones were charging 15 percent to
30 percent more than usual all
through the day.

On Mirpur-Gulistan route, pas-
sengers locked in scuffles with bus
crews as they asked forTk 2 to Tk 5
more than theusual fareof Tk 12.

While passengers argued for
waiting for a government decision,
crews said they had no alternative to
charging extra since the hiked up fuel
prices had alreadybeen in effect.

The situation was the same on all
routes throughout the day. The pas-
sengers, however, had no choice but
to pay the extraamount.

Yesterday pick-up van operators
were charging Tk 700 on Badamtoli to
Keranigan) ullahpur route while
the rate had been Tk 600 on Sunday.

"You know that the price of diesel
rose to Tk 55 from Tk 40, So we have to

e extra to maintain our busi-
ness,” said Akhter Hossain, a pick-up
van operator. Some pick-van opera-
tors were charging up to Tk 100 more
thantheusualrate.

At Sayedabad bus terminal, oper-
ators were charging Tk 10 to Tk 30
more than usual for inter-district
local bus services. The operators said
the hike would be more had there
been a larger number of passengers
around, which was rather low yester-
daydueto theinclementweather.

"We are charging extra because we
had to buy fuel ata higherprice,” said
Faruk Hossain, owner of SKTransport
which operates on Dhaka-Hobiganj
route.

Many passengers at the bus termi-
nal expressed their dismay for paying
unusually high fares. “We are paying
150 taka for going to Chittagong now,
which was 130 taka last week,” said
Ainal Hossain, an NGO worker,

The rates of unofficial increase in
launch fares were higher than the
rates of unofficial bus fare increase
yesterday. On longer routes like
Dhaka-Barisal and Dhaka-
Patuakhali, launch operators were
seen charging Tk 20 to Tk 60 extra.

On Dhaka-Barisal route, passen-
gers had to pay Tk 140 to Tk 160 for
travelling on deck last evening, which
wasTk 100to Tk 120 before.

Badiuzzaman Badal, acting chair-
man of Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport (passengers) Owners
Association, told The Daily Star that
the fare increase was not announced
officially because the authorities had
yet to approve their proposal fora 50
percent increase.

About charging extra without a
government decision, he said, "The
price hike of fuel oil is compelling us
todothat”

At Gulistan bus terminal in the
city, passengers and bus crews were
seen brawling around 11:00am. A

assenger pulled a ticket counter staff

y the collar on Gulistan-Chittagong
Highway route, resulting in a chaos
forabouthalfanhour.

Passengers alleged that bus oper-
ators were not only charging extra but
also turned all local buses into non-
stop direct ones to legitimise unusu-
ally high fares.

CNG-run human-hauler service,
Rajdhani Paribahan, was also seen
charging Tk 1 more than usual on a
short route between Babubazar and
Jurain, taking the opportunity of the
chaos in the city. They were charging
Tk 7instead ofthe usual fare of Tk 6.

In Lalmonirhat, all Dhaka-bound
buses increased their fares by Tk 50

sterday. The owners said they will
old ameeting today and might raise
the fare by Tk 70.

Bus operators charged extra in all
districts yesterday.

Talking to reporters in
Bangladesh Secretanat yesterday

Israel bars
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which has already visited t and
plans to go to Syna later on Tuesday,
expressed serious concemn about the
conditions of Palestinians in the
occupied areas.

It warned against “the deteriorat-
ing human rights and humanitarian
situation in the occupied Palestinian
territory, the grave situation in the
, the impact of the separa-

Gaza stni

ton wnlr on the human rights of
Palestinian people, and the continu-
ing settlements policy,” according to
Kariya

wasam.
The United Nations and other

international organisations say
Israeli-imposed
which has been ruled by the Islamist
Hamas movement since last year,
have increased poverty and destroyed
the economy in the densely popu-
lated area.

sanctions on Gaza,

"Such policies and practices
Palestinian people are a
tto self-determination of

said.

Govt hikes bus fares

Communication Adviser Maj Gen
(retd) Ghulam Quader said transport
fare hike should be logical, so that no
injustice is done to passengers.

He assured the people of tah;’iﬁn
action against operators who
charge irrational fares.

Communication Secretary
Mahbubur Rahman said the govern-
ment will monitor the situation to
check any sort of anarchy in the
mmsectur following the fuel oil
price

Inspector General of Police (IGF)
Nur Mohammad, after-a law and
order meeting in the home ministry
yesterday, said his forces are on alert
to tackle any chaos that might
develop in the transport sector
centring the price hike of fuel oil.

"We are keeping our eyes on the
situation as we fear that an uproar
might arise. Measures are there (o
face any unpleasant incident,” the
police chief told journalists after the
meeung.

He, however, said he had no
information about any anarchic
situation in the country since the

overnment had hiked the prices of
uel oilon Monday night.

Finance and Planning Adviser AB
Mirza Azizul Islam said everywhere
in the world anarchy usually sparks
when oil prices are adjusted, and
Bangladesﬁisnn exception.

When his attention was drawn to
the anarchy that had already gripped
the nation, he said the communica-
tion ministry is looking into the
matter.

"Government borrowing from
banks would increase if we would not
adjust the oil prices,” he told report-
ers after a meeting on food planning
in the food ministry.

Defending the price hike of fuel
oil, Mirza Aziz said the move will also
curb smuggling of petroleum prod-
ucts out of the country.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Truck-
Covered Van Malik Samity proposed
to the government, uctions in
bridge tolls, motor vehicle taxes, and
fees by 50 percent, so they could cope
with the price hike of fuel.

They also urged the government
to cut duties on tires, tubes and other
spare parts by 50 percent.

Chairman of Bangladesh Bus-
Truck Owners Association GM Siraj
told The Dail{.Sta_r yesterdar thatthe
government has no control over the
transport sector.

About increasing fares, he said,
"Since prices of oilwent up, transport
fares will automaticallygoup.”

If the government fails to reach a
decision regarding the matter, he
fears 40 percent of transports will not
operate todayjust to avoid chaos and
to minimise operation cost

"Anarchy had already sparked
due to price hike of fuel oil without
re-fixing bus fares,” said Executive
President of Bangladesh Sarak
Paribahan Sramik Federation
Shahjahan Khanyesterday.

Nato, US troops
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than a month after US forces alleg-
edly killed 11 Pakistani troops in an
airstrike.

Afghan President Hamid Karzai
last month threatened to launch
military action on Pakistani soil to
tackle the rebels, whom he blamed
for a wave of violence including a
mass rebel jailbreak in the southemn
cityofKandahar.

In other violence four police
officers died on Tuesday when their
vehicle struck a roadside bomb as
they went to reinforce a checkpost,
which came under attack in troubled
southern Uruzgan province, police
said.

Gunmen dragged three pro-
Karzai tribal elders from their carand
shot them dead in Paktika province,
which borders Khost, on Monday,
officials said, while a policeman was
killed in a separate but similar inci-
dentinthe same area.

Five other Taliban militants died
in a clash in southern Zabul province
on Tuesday, the district chief said,
while the coalition said another rebel
was killed in southwestern Nimroz
province. :

The worsening violence, particu-
larly on the Pakistani border, has
made Afghanistan deadlier than ever
for nearly 70,000 Nato and US-led
coalition troops battling the Taliban.

VoIP equipment
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Converters, two Ethemet Cards, two
UPSs, two Ethernet switches and 20
vouchers of different banks.

Rab-1 sources said they con-
ducted three separate drives and
recovered the equipmentat Niketon,
Gulshan-1 and Salimullah Road in
Mohammadpur.

Maj Saiful [slam of Rab-1 told The
Daily Star, "The arrested people had
been illegally running the VoIP busi-
ness forseveral years.”

He said they estimated the seized
equipment are worth about Tk 20
crore.

In reply to a query, Saiful said,
"Many of the seized 1,070 SIMs are
disconnected due to non-
registration. But most are activated
and those SIMs were collected in
cooperation with dealers of
cellphone service operators.”

He said they would investigate
how the culprits collected the large
number of SIMs illegally.

DCs asked
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stocks of GR food grains, GR cash
and other relief materials so that
they can use those to meet any
emergency situaton.

The ministry has opened a relief
control room to keep in touch with
all districts. The telephone num-
bers of the control room are
7162116, 7160454, 7164115, while
the fax numbers are 7169623,
7169567 and 7174148,

The control room will remain
open from 8:00am to 8:00pm every
dayand it monitor river situation at
60 points of the country.




