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Thai auto
exports jump
30pc in May

AFP, Bangkok

Thai auto exports rose 30 per-
cent in May with strong
demand in most markets
despite high global oil prices, an
industry group said Monday.

Automobile exports were
worth 32.15 billion baht (961.7
million dollars) in May, 30.34
percent higher than the same
month last year, the Federation
of Thai Industries’ automotive
section said.

"Demand in passengers cars
and pick-up trucks increased
continuously in nearly every
market except Europe, where
sales of pick-up trucks have
slowed down since March," the
group's spokesman Surapong
Paisitpatanapong told AFP.

"That slowdown in trucks to
Europe may be due to high
global oil prices, especially
diesel oil prices," he said.

Exports of automobiles and
auto parts in the first five
months were worth 209.85
billion baht, up 33.78 percent
year on year, including ship-
ments of 320,880 cars and
trucks worth 144.82 billion
baht, the group said.

"Exports in June are expected
to keep growing, especially in
the passenger car category
considering the healthy figures
in the first five months. For
example, exports of passenger
cars in Asia, our major market,
accounted for 58 percent of all
automobiles,” he told AFP.

DSE indices
continue falling

Trading to remain closed today

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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Price indices on the Dhaka Stock
Exchange (DSE) continued
falling yesterday, led by falling
prices of mutual funds’ shares.

The DSE General Index fell
by 11.12 points, or 0.36 percent,
to 3000.49 points, while the
DSE All Share Price Index
declined by 4.39 points, or 0.16
percent, to 2588.02 points,

According to market insid-
ers, the share prices of mutual
funds continued on their down-
ward trend for the second con-
secutive day as the market
regulator decided not to allow
the mutual funds to offer
bonus or right shares to
increase their capital base.

The Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC)
put the restrictive measure in
place on Thursday.

Yesterday, prices of all 14
mutual funds registered fall in
their share prices, ranging from
5.25 percenttoover 11 percent.

On Sunday, investors took to
the streets to protest the stock
market regulator's decision to
modify the rules regarding
mutual fund.

Yesterday, the market
started with some positive sign
for the investors as it gained

almost 20 points in first 40
minutes, Then, after a period of
stability of one hour or so, the
share prices kept falling for
most part of the day. In the last
20 minutes, after regaining few
points the market eventually
flattened.

After the lapse of a consider-
able period, the market dis-
played a handsome turnover. A
total of 2,13,64,228 shares,
worth Tk 330.96 crore, changed
hands. Of the issues traded, 60
advanced, 157 declined and
seven remained unchanged.

Trading on the DSE, how-
ever, will remain close today
due to banks' closing day:.

Like the prime bourse, the
price indices on the Chittagong
Stock Exchange (CSE) also fell
yesterday with the losers domi-
nating the gainers.

The CSE Selective
Categories Index declined by
17.16 points, or 0,29 percent, to
5853.57 points, while the CSE
All Share Price Index fell by
22.39 points, or 0.24 percent, to
9050.56 points.

A total of 36,43,875 shares,
worth Tk 34.41 crore, changed
hands on the port city bourse.
Of the issues traded, 41
advanced and 95 declined with
three remaining unchanged.
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The 10th annual general meeting (AGM) of Lafarge Surma Cement Ltd was held on Thursday in Dhaka.
Regional President for Lafarge in Asia and Chairman of the company Board Martin Kriegner, Managing
Director Michael Cowell, directors Masud Khan, Syed Moazzem Hossain, K Swaminathan and Shaheed
‘Siddiqui,among others, were presentat the AGM.

LAFARGE SURMA CEMENT LTD

Singapore Airlines
launches all-
business

class flight

Singapore Airlines has redefined
long-haul air travel with the
launch of its new all-business
class service to NewYork.

Beginning 26 June 2008,
Singapore Airlines will offer the
first daily non-stop all business
class flight between Asia and
the USA.

The newly reconfigured
Airbus A340-500 is fitted with
100 of the airline's new award-
winning business class seats.

Cheang Kok Ming, general
manager Bangladesh, said the
all-business class service will
offer Bangladeshi corporate
travellers an opportunity to
experience our award-winning
new business class seats.”

Over 20 Chinese
firms to get

listed in London
bourse by 2010

XINHUA, Beijing

There will be more than 20
Chinese firms to be listed on
the London Stock Exchange
(LSE) by 2010. Alderman David
Lewis, the Lord Mayor of the
City of London, was quoted as
saying.

Lewis said this is part of the
deal achieved in the first
China-UK Economic and
Financial Dialogue held in
mid-April in Beijing, expecting
bilateral trade to grow from the
current 4.5 billion US dollars to
6 billion US dollars by 2010,
China Daily reported Saturday.

The LSE currently has 74
Chinese companies listed from
about 20 sectors and by 2010
there would be around 100
listed Chinese companies on
the Europe's largest liquidity
pool. The LSE said 17 Chinese
companies joined the
exchange lastyear, rakingin 1.9
billion US dollars. -
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CENTRAL INSURANCE COMPANY
The 20th annual general meeting (AGM) of Central Insurance

Company Ltd was held on Sunday in Dhaka. Chairman of the com-
pany Md Nurun Newas presided over the AGM, which approved a 10
percent stock dividend and 1:5 rights share at par for the year 2007.

Directors, managing director (current charge) and other senior
officials were also present.
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PIONEER INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

12 Annual General Meet ing

Monday, June 30, 2008 at 1100 AM
g hip Cn‘limncn Centre
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PIONEER INSURANCE COMPANY
The 12th annual general meeting (AGM) of Pioneer Insurance

Company Ltd was held yesterday in Dhaka. Chairman of the company
Syed Manzur Elahi presided over the AGM that approved a 20 percent
cash dividend for the year thatended on December 31, 2007. Directors
and managing director,among others, were present at the meeting.

PRIME BANK

Mahbubul Alam, deputy managing director of Prime Bank Ltd, and
Farhad Uddin, member of Investment Promotion (additional charge)
of Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Authority (Bepza),
exchange documents after signing a land lease agreement for KEPZ
in Chittagong and a tenancy agreement for additional space at Zone
Services Complex in DEPZ in Dhaka. Senior officials from the
respective sides were also present at the signing ceremony held
recently in the capital.
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Chittagong Port
Berthing position and performance of vessels as on 30/06/2008
Berth  Name of Cargo L Port Local Dals of Leaving Impont
No. vessols call agent arrival disch
2 Moming Breeze Vehi Sing Ny 217%  30% 418
3 Ka Chi Bong Rice(G) Kaki HSA 21 ¥ 485
JiA An Bao Jiang Gl Para Cosco 188 308 509
JIS Eagle Prestige GI(S.Ash) Sing BSL 286 N 655
i Kumanna Valley Rice(G) Kaki Cla 238 W 102
J/8 Kinship Lucky GI(SLC) Visha Seacon &% 2 620
J10 Cape Scoft Cont Sing MBOL 2786 308 212
JI2 Osl Enterprise ¥ Cont Col PSSL 2% 308 212
CCT/1  Eagle Poneer Cont P. Kel - 278 UT -
CCT/3  Banga Biraj Cont Sing Bashp 27% 308 -
NCTIA  Mcc Sapphire Cont Col MBDL 216 308 .
NCT/4  Brave Royal C.Cink  Krabi BRSL 206 A7 -
ccJ Yaad-E-Mostafa C. Cink T. Prk inrapot 258 0177 -
GSJ.  Asha Hemanl Fled Spar  Thasa Royal 8% - .~
Vessels at Kutubdia :;_
Name of vessels Cargo LastPot  Local Date gf
el agent aival
Outside port limit
Wira Kens - - IBSA RIA (21/6)
Ce Pacific Crude OF Jebel DSL 20%
Port Louis Gas O Sing Pride 215
Ince Pacific GI(Y. Pe) Vanc Ranbow 225
Vessels at outer anchorage
Vessels ready
Banga Borak Cont P. Kel Bandni 296
Oel Freedom Cont P. Ke! PSSL 29%
Sinar Banten Cont Sing ipl 30/6
Vessels awalting employment / instruction
Med Wind Ballast Blar MSL 206
Raf Raf - - FSA RIA(218)
Botany Tradition Balast! Hald i 255
Caraka Jaya Niaga-li-4 Ballas! Cal Cia 305
Vessels not entering
Athos C.Clink Sing Saraf 135
Protec C. Clink Kohst ASLL 285
Siam Opal R Sugar Tus USL 128
Hilal-1 Wheat(P) Nio KSM 14/%
Katina R. Sugar(P) Mumbd Litmond 18%

The above are the shipping position and performance of vessels of Chittagong Port as per berfhing sheet

of CPA supphied by iz Family, Dhaka.

Following is Monday's (June 30, 2008) forex rate statement by Standard Chartered
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Major currency exchange rates Exchange rate of some currencies
PecSD  EDTpm
US Dollar 69.15 £8.15 ——y
Euro 11069 106.06 Indian Rupee 4266 161
Pound 139.50 13418 PAK Rupee 67.85 1.01
Australian Dollar 67.91 684.19 Lankan Rupee 107.70 064
Japanese Yen 0.67 064 Tha Bant 3355 205
Swiss Franc 69.19 6503 MalaysianRingt 327 2101
Swedish Kroner 1242 1087

Canadian Dollar 69.87 6674 USD forward rate against BDT

Hong Kong Dollar ~ 8.88 8.72 - -
Singapore Dollar  52.11 4988 8 -
UAE Dirham 18.98 18.40 M 5&55 6573
Saudi Riyal 18.59 1803 T g il
Danish Kroner 15.45 13.70 B M £9 69

Kuwaiti Dinar 125843 . - 25231 .°" nakAES - ket
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