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'"Rang Pahar-er Pala" staged
at Shilpakala

ERSHAD KAMOL

.................................................

Instead of focusing on any particu-
lar plot artistes of different ethnic
minority groups of Upojatiyo
Sanskritik Institute, Khagrachhari,
prcuuud diverse cultural ele
ments in the play Rang Pahar-er
Pala, written and directed by Dr.
Zahir Biswas. Rang Pahar-er Pala
was staged at the National Theatre
Staged on June 29. Upojatiyo Cell of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
(BSA) organised the programme

The play is an amalgam of tradi-
tional performing art forms of
multiple ethnic groups. What is
objectionable -- in case of presen-
tation -- in the play is that, as a
representative of Bengali majority,
director Zahir Biswas has infused
indigenous performing art forms
of Bengalis with that of the ethnic
groups

As done in pala, Zahir has
unfolded the play using the char-
acter Gayen (performed by Zahir
Biswas). He has also used elements
of Gazir Gaan, another indigenous
performing art form of Bengalis

[t seems that the director has
tried to mix traditional Bengali
performing art forms with the art
forms of the ethnic communities in
the name of experimentation.

Moreover, rituals of different
ethnic groups -- Biju festival of the

Chakmas, Sangrai of Marmas,

‘marriage ceremony of Tripuras

and other customs or traditions
have been used as elements in the
play.

In this sense, instead of using
the title Rang Pahar-er Pala, the
play could have been called "Di-
verse Cultural Display of Bangla-
desh”, as the play does not feature
any particular pala.

More research-oriented
programme featuring the tradi-
tions of ethnic minority groups is
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Solo Painting

Exhibition

Title: My Silent Manuscript
Artist: Aniruddha Kar
Venuwe: Zainul Gallery,
Institute of Fine Arts, DU
Date: July 1-6

Time: 10am-8pm

r :
/ﬁ & Entertdmment

DHAKA TUESDAY JULY 1, 2008 Culture@thedailystar.net

Artistes of ethnic groups perform in Rang Pahar-er Pala

expected from the government
institute called Upojatiyo
Sanskritik Institute, Khagrachhari.
The institute is supposed to pre-
serve the authenticity of cultural
traditions of different ethnic
minority groups of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts.

A discussion was held prior to
the programme. Adviser to the
Ministry of Cultural Affairs,
Rasheda K. Chowdhury, was the
chief guest. Dr. Afsar Ahmed, Pro-
fessor, Departtnenit’ofiDrama and
Dramatics, Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity, was the special guest. Deputy
Director of Upojatiyo Cell, A.S.M.
Shamim Akhtar delivered the
welcome speech. Deputy Director
of Upojatiyo Sanskritik Institute,
Khagrachhori, Shushomay
Chakma also spoke at the
programme. The discussion was
presided over Bhuiyan Shafiqul

[slam, director general of BSA.

On the upcoming programme of

the cell, ASM. Shamim Akhtar
said, "We will present music and
dance performances by different
ethnic groups of the country.”

Demanding further facilities
from the government, Shushomay
Chakma said,
many faciliies. We want immedi-
ate implementation of a policy by
the government for the cultural
institutes that are set to promote
ethnic traditions.”

Professor Dr. Afsar Ahmed said,
"Ethnic minorities are often
labelled as "tribal” at the govern-
ment level, which is unaccept-
able.”

"We have no proper knowledge
on the art forms of ethnic minori-
ties,” continued Dr. Afsar, "Rather,
we are infusing elements alien to
them in their cultures. Moreover,

"We are deprived of

many of the ethnic groups are
converting to Christianity, what is
also modifying their indigenous
traditions.”

Rasheda K. Chowdhury said,

"Ethnic communities have not
been presented properly, We are
working on several issues for the
development of the situation, such
as giving them proper social stand-
ing.”

"We have to control the cultural
infusion to protect and preserve
the authenticity of ethnic cultural
elements," she added.

Bhuiyan Shafiqul Islam said,
"First of all we have to ensure equal
rights for the ethnic groups, other-
wise it would be really difficult to
preserve their heritage. At the same
time, ethnic communities should
also be active in upholding their
traditions.”
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"Love Guru": Panned in US, heads to India

What's worse: that the new Mike
Myers movie, “The Love Guru,”
satirises Indians and mocks Hin-
duism, or thatitis just not funny?

That is the question in India,
where the film is expected to be
released in coming weeks by Para-
mount Pictures., The film stars
Myers as an American who grew up
in India and became a Hindu wise
man, albeitone with a fondness for
women and a potty mouth,

The movie has appalled some
Hindus in the United States and
other countries where it has been
screened. Religious groups have
accused it of “blatant ridiculing” of
Hinduism and called for a boycott.

In India, a religious group called
the Hindu Janajagruti Samiti is
calling for a boycott before the film
has even arrived. The Hindustan
Times noted in a recent article that
Myers had expressed a desire to be
in a Bollywood film, but the news-
paper added thatit “may take some
doing” because of the uproar over
“The Love Guru."

News outlets in India are avidly
tracking complaints and protests

Udhichi Shilpigoshthhi's
France unit participated at a
festival organised by the
Municipal of Aubervilliers
recently, says a press release.
" Ihe festml held in tlm

over hundred social ahd
cultural organisations
representing different
nations. Artistes of Udichi

“The Love Guru" has drawn sharp criticism from some Hindus.

related to the movie's release in the
United States, as well as the film's
poor performance and scathing
reviews.

“Unseemly controversies invari-
ably help new movie releases at the
box office, but comedian Mike
Myers's latest offering, 'The Love

presented songs and dance
at the festival.
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Guru,’ has fallen flat in its opening
weekend collections in the United
States,” The Pioneer, an Indian
daily, said on June 24. “More than
the protests by the Hindu groups,
the film appears to have been done
In by critics.”

Explaining just how “The Love

Guru® might come across to
devout Hindus is a little difficult,
but the Mike Myers character has
plenty of competition when it
comes to offensive caricatures of
Indians inWestern entertainment.

Apu, the convenience store
owner and father of octuplets from
“The Simpsons,” is considered
perhaps the gold standard for
derogatory stereotypes, thanks to
his job, his sing-song accent and his
diction. “Apu” is sometimes used as
shorthand in India for all stereotyp-
ical perceptions of Indians, and “to
Apu” means to speak or act like the
characterin the cartoon.

One magnet for opinions about
“The Love Guru” has been the
Indian pop culture blog
Ultrabrown, where a trailer was
posted under the headline “Myers’
Indian Shtick Not as Bad as Feared.”
In the comments area on the page,
one observer wrote, “Ye had little
faith in Myers,” adding, “You
thought he was gonna be Apu-in'
hisway through hislines. Not so!”
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