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the parliamentary election first and

asked the govemment to create an
atmosphere conducive to free and fair
polls by lifting the state of emergency
and releasing all political leaders
behind bars.

The meeting held at the Baridhara

Delwar
and by senior leaders of BNE
Jamaat-e-Islami, BJP and Islami Oikya

Jote.

Asked about the decision on local
elections, the BJP chairman told The
Daily Star last tdntliﬂ:l{rgaﬂg
gency is a must for any election
ahead. « o :
“Why worry about cipation o
the political parties if the local
pollsare non-political?” he question

Queried be their final
decision when the dlosing date (July 3)
for submitting t:l:mgﬁtpations is
approaching fast, the secretary

. said, “Wewill consider contest-
ing the only if our demands are
met, and the time hasnotyetrunout.”

tlouc;fpoﬂs. leaie'?

preparing for the said, Tt

would be solely their responsibility if

they choose to run for the polls while

the would decide on its own
ertoparticipate ornot.”

Criticising Awami League (AL) for
its decision to participate in the polls,
Delwarsaid.‘hshmvsmatﬂwpm
government came [0 power wi
connivance of Awami League.”

He said AL says it's joining the
elections to restore . but
people know how it had destroyed

democracy after independence and
also became party (o a rigged election
in 1986.

“Some countries and quarters who
are the brains behind this nent
wantit to staylonger in power, and they
have chosen Awami e and some
other es to implement their
plans,” heobserved.

Addressing AL, he said, “Refrain
from participating in the elections for
temporary gains and at the expense of
independence and sovereignty of the
coun

C:ll}izng on the authorities to send
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia's
detained sons Tarique Rahman and
Arafat Rahman Koko abroad for treat-
ment, he said, “What they [govern-
ment] are bargaining for nnfyway? BNP
won't trade the interests of people for
m Il » [L]

Delwaralso demanded release ofall
political leaders and mentioned the
names of Khaleda Zia, Motiur Rahman
Nizami, Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain, Moudud Ahmed. Tariqul
Islamand MKAnwar.

Moments afterwards, he said, “You
journalists] might ask me if I'm

ing release of corruptionists.
No, we don 't want that. And neither do
we accept politically motivated trials
underthe emergency powerrules.”

The BNPsecretary general said they
would accept a judgment only if the
case is tried by an independent court
and the highest court upholds that
decision.

The four-party alliance demanded
cancellation of the polls schedule
immediately after their announce-
mentonJune20.

AL urges
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under the banner on Nagorik

Committee,” AL acting General
Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam told
reporters after the meeting where the
AL gﬁed all political parties to avoid
A the culture of boycotting election.
The meeting demanded that the
government send ailing AL leader
Mohammad Nasim abroad for better
treatmentwithin 24 hours.
The AL will nominate candidates
for the local government polls sched-
uled for August 4 on the basis of rec-
ommendations from party leaders in
the four city corporations and nine
municipalities.
The party's central committee or a
designated organising secretary will
help find candidates if the local lead-
ers face any problem, sources said.
Ashrafsaid at the dialogue with the
slmnunent on July 3, they would

iscuss lifting of the state of emer-
gency, date for the parliamentary goll.
permanent release of AL President
Sheikh Hasina and withdrawal of all
false charges brought against her,
mleascg?ﬁl political detainees, price
hike of essentials and trial of war
criminals, amongothers.

He said they would start holding
meetings today with the components
of the 14-party combine and mem-

- said teachers are the bac

bers of civil society and pro-
LiberationWar forces.

They would decide includin
components of the AL-led
electoral alliance in the Nagorik
Committee after discussing with their
allies.

Asked about the BNP's stance
against participating in the local body
polls, Ashraf said, "We want all politi-
cal parties to take partin the polls. The
political parties should give up the
culture of boycotting elections.
However, it is the matter of a party or
coalition whether to take part in the
poll.”

On BNP's allegation that the AL
has had a negotiation with the Enw
ermnment, he urged the BNP to show
restraint in making comments about
theAL

As politics and all political parties
are %menﬂy in deep cnisis it would
not be right to e the situation
more complex by making such com-
ments, headded.

On the ban onteachers’ contesting

the local government ;;gl(l]s, Asfhtlt'laf
ne of the

local government. "Ifthey cannot take
partin the local government poll, how
will the nation geteducated persons?”
he said, terming the Election
Commissiondecision "ridiculous”.

Rural, urban gap

FROM PAGE 1
government's willingness is the only
way to come out of this cycle,” said
renowned academician Prof
Muhammad Zafar Igbal.

He added the educationists are
frustrated because the government
has curtailed the budgetaryallocation
for education this year.

The educationists put the blame of

poor results in the rural areas on the
previous government. They say the
BNP-Jamaat alliance government
" politi enlisted many new schools
and ma under MPO (monthly
payment order) even though many of
those schools had no teachers for
math and English.

This year around three lakh stu-
dents did not pass and most of them
are from rural areas. No less than 80

rcent unsuccessful rural students
ailed in English or math or in both,
sources in the computer section say.

Educationists say most schools in
rural areas don't have sufficient teach-
ers, ' English and math, and
thestudents have tosufferinthe end.

Educationist Prof Maniruzzaman
Miah, former vice-chancellor of
Dhaka University, said there is wide
disparity between rural and urban
areas in terms of availability of
teachers and infrastructure facilities.

“Parti in rural areas the
number of skilled English and math
teachers i1s inadequate. So these
schools make poor results,” he said.
Communicative English was intro-
duced a few years ago, but English
teachers, particularly in rural areas,
are not trained to teach the students,
headded.

Education Adviser Hossain Zillur
Rahman said stern action will be
taken against those institutions with
zero pass. The MPO of these schools
will be temporary cancelled, sources
in the education ministry say.

The schools in urban areas, espe-

Meially in the metropolises, display a
completély different picture.

Among the top ten GPA-5 securing
schools, ten are in the capital, eight in
Rangpur, Bogra, and Pabna under
Rajshahi Board, six in Comilla, Feni
and Noakhali under Comilla, nine in
Khulna, Kushtia, Jessore and Satkhira
under Jessore, six in Chittagong Sadar
and Double Mooring under
Chittagong, ten in Barisal, Patuakhali,
Bhola, Jhalakathi and Pirojpur under
Barisal, and nine in Sylhet, Habiganj,
Sunamganj and Sreemangal under
Sylhet Board.

In the capital, the pass rate is 88.12
percent against the overall pass rate of
72.18 L Besides, one-fifth or
10,857 GPA-5 achievers are from

aka metropolis, Dhaka Board
™ Edueationts fslam

ca t Prof Sera
Choudhury -

soclety. Education has turned into a
commodity where investment gets
priority. For this reason, students of

urban areas perform better in the

e 5
Prof Quazi chief coordi-

nator of National Front of Teachers

and Employees (NFTE), a platform of
eleven non-government teachers’
organisation, said good teachers,
especially of English and math, have a
trend to move to urban areas as they
can earn more through private tuition
there.

Education Watch Report-2006, a
sun:?r conducted by Campaign for
Popular Education (CAMPE), also
points finger at the trend towards
dependinmg];nprivatenmiun-

According to the report, 88 percent
students of government high schools
and 78 percent students of non-
government high schools in urban
areas receive private coaching or
tuition. Parents spend Tk 16,894
annually on average to provide this
private education.

Guardians and students of different
schools allege many teachers of English
and science subjects often don't take
classes regularly and encourage stu-
dentsto go for private tuition.

Sangakkara
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came despite left-arm paceman Sohail
Tanveertakinga career-best 5-48.
Sangakkara, who struck ten fours
and a six, shared a third-wicket stand of
88 with Chamara Kapugedera (43) and
added 93 for the fourth wicket with
Chamara Silva (46) to put the unbeaten
Sri Lankans on the road to a command-
Ingtotal.
In reply for Pakistan, Misbahul Haq
a gallant knock of 76 from 70
his highest one-day score to give
some hope to Pakistan but Mendis,
who took 5-22 in the previous game
against United Arab Emirates, was

Vlrtl.la.llg_ unplayable.
Misbah shared a 66-run stand from

64 balls for the seventh wicket with
wicketkeeper Sarfraz Ahmed (19)
before being bowled by Mendis in the
47thover.

The other productive partnership
came from captain Shoaib Malik (52)
and Younis Khan (47) who put on 72
after opener Salman Butt was bowled
first ball of the innings by Chaminda
Vaasplaying across theline.

who opened the innings,
batted patiently for 79 balls as Pakistan
struggled to force the pace, losing three
key wickets in the space of 4.5 overs to
suffer a middle-order slump that left
themon 153 forsix.

Younis was caught at wide mid-on
by Muttiah M trying to pull
paceman Nuwan Kulasekera having hit
seven fours in his 60-ball knock.

was introduced into the
attack in the 24th over and it was clear
the batsmen were not picking him even
n?th?fﬂat itchashegowl a mixture
of ofi-spinners, leg-spinners and
sliders. Sy

He trapped Mohammad Yousuf (19)
leg before in the 26th over with a
straight one and then had Malik
ﬁm;nd to leave Pakistan on 133 for

Sanath struck in the next
over having all-rounder Shahid Afridi

e T T e b
The defeat made Pakistan's task of

for the final more difficult
m “team super league slage.

Cabinet okays
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The government made a few adjust-

ments to the proposed budget
into cnnsidcr[:uign the reactions nné
recommendations made by different
chnmbersatmaﬂe bodies, economists

dindividu i
= [n the approved budget, the limit
of tax-free income of an individual
has been increased to Tk 1,65,000

Tk 1,50,000.
ﬁunF:)r taxpayers who are female or
over 70 years or disabled, the
tax-free income limit has been raised
to Tk 1,80,000 from the proposed Tk
1,65,000.

"Inclusion of the disabled in this
group is in part their social recogni-
tion," said an official at National
Board of Revenue (NBR).

However, people from different
quarters had been urging the govern-
ment to increase the ceiling of tax-
free income to Tk 2,00,000 since day-
to-day expenses of the middle class
have increased significantly follow-
ing inflation and spiralling prices of
essentials.

The duty on printed paper has
been reduced to 12 percent from 15

ercent. In the proposed budget,

owever, the government had indi-
cated that the duty would be set at 25
percent.

Customs duty on pictorial and
drawing books used as educational
material for children has also been
reduced to 12 percent from existing
15 percent. Mirza Aziz earlier during
hlsgudgetary speech had proposed a
25-percent increase on the duty of
the material, saying that the contents
of the books are not in conformity
with the values and culture of the
country.

The duty on import of aircraftand
their parts has been made zero to
encourage the local airlines, sources

said.

10 govt officials
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The new secretaries are ATM Fazlul

Karim posted to the Rural
Development and Cooperatives
Division, Mohammad Mosleh
Uddin (o the land ministry,
Mohammad Ayub Miah to the water
resources ministry, Mohammad
Sarful Alam to the cultural affairs
ministry, Igbal Mahmood to the
post and telecommunications
ministry, CQK Mustaque Ahmed to
the Bridge Division, Molla
Waheduzzaman to the food and
disaster management ministry, and
Jamil Osman to the information
ministry.

Mohammad Ashraful Makbul
has been made chairman of the
Land Appeal Board while Syed
Nakib Muslim has been made the
chairman of Bangladesh Tariff
Commission with the rank of a
secrelary.

Seven other government officials
have been reshuffled at the level of
joint secretaries.

~Joint Secretary.to:the Land

| Ministry Nur Mohammad has been

made a member of the Land Appeal
Board, Officer-on-Special Duty
(OSD) under the Establishment
Ministry Abul Kalam Azad has been
transferred to the land ministry,
Assistant Director General of Water
Development Board Saifuddin
Ahmed has been transferred to
water resource ministry, OSD under
the Establishment Ministry Nasrin
Akhter has been transferred to the
Roads and Railways Division under
the communications ministry.

Project Director of Female
Secondary School Assistance
Project (2nd phase) Mujibor
Rahman has been made OSD under
the establishment ministry, Project
Director of Palli Progoti Project
Kamrul Hasan has been made OSD
under the establishment ministry,
and Project Director of
Comprehensive Ufsi Jute and Jute
Seed Production Programme
Mahfuzul Alam has been made OSD
under the same ministry.

Cloth trader

FROM PAGE 16

Rab alleged that Babul is one of the
members of a muggers' gang which
snatched Tk 24 from three busi-
nessmen in Lalbagh of the capital a
couple of months ago.

Hailing from Aganagar in South
Keraniganj Babul told The Daily Star
on Saturday night, "Rab men arrested
me from Keraniganj on Wednesday
?nd took me to Dhalpur camp of Rab-

0_"

“AlthoughIwas notinvolvedin the
Tk 24 lakh snatching in Lalbagh, the
Rab men tortured me to extract a false
confession,” he said adding, "As I
refused to give a false confession, they
blindfolded me and took me to an
unknown place to put me in a
crossfire.”

"After we reached the destination,
the Rab men started beating me again
and stamped on me with boots on,
then they fired two shots into my right
knee trying to make me confess,"
Babul went on adding, "Although
while we were going to the spot in a
Rab vehicle they threatened to kill me
In a crossfire if I wouldn't confess,
after we reached the spot and | was
lying down on a field there, they told
me that they would shoot into my leg
instead.”

The Rab persennel also fired
several blank shots and shouted out
mock cries of pursuing a fleeing
criminal, Babul claimed.

He however admitted to The Daily
Star that there are some cases against
hirn filed with Kotwali police accusing
him of cheatinghis clients,

Flt Lt Mostofa Humayun Kabir,
who is in charge of the media wing of
Rab-10, told The Daily Star, "Babul is a
listed armed criminal and accused in
a case for snatching Tk 24 lakh two

munths:?u.'
“Babul was being transported to
recover firearms as he had admitted to
having knowledge of them, and
d the operation at the Lalbagh
dmam. accgj;-;pgﬁ fired at Rab
en, prom personnel to
retaliate gunshots leading to a
battle. At one stage, Babul was hit
bullets while his accomplices fled
thescene.”
Later, Lalbagh police rushed Babul
mhgl"fg;djgﬂ ital from the spot.

0 officer-in-charge
(OC) of Lalbagh police station, :gd
Babul is a veteran criminal and police
mshedtothespotheannggunsggw

\l¢
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Tarique's plea
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Special Court-3 at the parliament
building complex set the hearing
date to July 6 following a prayer for
time by the defence.

As the court went into session at
3:25pm yesterday, defence counsel
Sanaullah Mia told the court that
the hearing on the exemption
petition should not go on as their
senioradvocate was absent.

The prosecution counsel Syed
Shamim Ahsan Habib, however,
did notoppose the defence plea.

On Wednesday, detained BNP
Senior Joint Secretary General
Tarique Rahman, son of former
prime minister Khaleda Zia,
through his lawyers filed the peti-
tion seeking exemption from
appearing before the court during
proceedings on health grounds.

The same day Khaleda's youn-
ger son Arafat Rahman Koko was
exempted from appearing before
the court in person in the Gatco
corruption case,

However, defence lawyer
Masud Ahmed Talukder while
talking to the reporters yesterday
said even though they were pre-
pared for the hearing on the peti-
tion, they could not do so due to
"untold reasons”.

"Perhaps, the prosecution is not
getting the green signal.,. the
government will provide its deci-
sion about their [Tarique's and
Koko's] overseas treatment
through executive orders and the
prosecution will be able to start
hearings only after getting the
green signal,” he said.

Prosecution lawyer Syed
Shamim said they did not know
anything about the "untold rea-
son". Rather it was the defence
who might know something, he
added.

Regarding the "green signal”, he
said, "We do not believe in any
signals and even do not have any
knowledge about any signals. We
make decision based on matters
presented before the court.”
NASIM'S PETITION
The same court also deferred to
July 6 the hearing on the petition of
Mohammad Nasim for exempting
him from appearing before the
court during proceedings of a
corruption case.

Judge Shahed Noor Uddin fixed
the date following a prayer for time
by Nasim's counsels. The defence
sought the deferment saying they
did not get medical reports and
documents.

On Thursday, defence lawyer of

NaSith, oW Undetgoing trédtment *

at LabAid Specialised Hospital
(LSH) in the city, filed the petition
seeking exemption from personal
appearance on health grounds in
the case filed in connection with
the illegal setting up of 300,000
digital telephone lines by Worldtel
Holdings Ltd.

Colombo
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Foreign Adviser Iftekhar

Chowdhury said Bangladesh is
looking forward to participating in
the 15th summit to transform the
regional forum into a "people's
Saarc,” adding that Saarc does not
belong to the governments only.

Later in the day, Bogollagama
handed over invitation to the 15th
Saarc Summit to Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed on behalf of Sri
Lankan President Mahinda
Rajapaksa. -

Welcoming the Sri Lankan
minister, the chief adviser asked
Bogollagama to covey his thanks to
President Rajapaksa for inviting
him to the upcoming summit.

Saying the Saarc is a catalyst for
regional cooperation, sustainable
development and social uplift in
the region, Fakhruddin said, "Ban-
gladesh attaches high importance
to regional cooperation among the
South Asian countries.”

He appreciated the theme of
this year's summit, saying partner-
ship among Saarc member coun-
tries would benefit people of the
region.

Appreciating the move to
include food security and energy
crisis on this year's Saarc agenda,
the chief adviser told the Sri
Lankan minister that member
countries should follow up the
decisions and agenda in between
two summits, according to his
Press Secretary Syed Fahim
Munaim.

In. this context, Fakhruddin
underlined the need for follow-up
action on Saarc Food Bank, which
was adopted at the last summit in
New Delhi,

Bogollagama informed the chief
adviser that Australia and
Myanmar have applied for
observer status to which
Fakhruddin said, "It's good as all
can share resources, ideas, knowl-
edge and experiences."

Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury and Sri Lankan High
Commissioner in Dhaka V
Krishnamoorthy were also present
atthetime,

Biman plan
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The ministry announced the haijj
package after reaching a consensus
with the Biman authorities that the
fare would be $1,350, Religious
Affairs Secretary Mohammad
Ataur Rahman told The Daily Star
yesterday.

"How can we now ask the pil-
grims who have already deposited
the fare for the additional
amount?” he said.

"While fixing the airfare, Biman
must have studied the trend in the
international oil market and it
should not raise the fare at the
eleventh hour,” another official of
the ministry said.

The Haab has also demanded
reducing the airfare.

"The airfares for hajj pilgrims
from neighbouring countries are
between $800 and $900," Haab
Secretary General Eyaqub
Sharafati told The Daily Star yester-
day.

On March 16, the religious
affairs ministry announced the
Hajj Package 2008 for pilgrims to
perform hajj through arrange-
ments by the government and
approved hajj agencies, increasing
the airfare to and from Saudi Arabia
to $1,350 from $1,250 for each

pilgrim.

Two categories are there in the
package--category-A requires
depositing Tk 2,16,882 and cate-
gory-BTk 1,99,112.

The Haab, meanwhile, fixed the
minimum package atTk 2.20 lakh.

Houses for category-A ballotee
pilgrims will be rented within 1,000
metres of the Kaba Sharif while
houses for category-B pilgrims
within 1,500 metres. '

"We have already rented houses
for 60 percent ballotee pilgrims
and hope to rent houses for the rest
within a few days,” the religious
affairs secretarysaid.

The number of total hajj pil-
grims this year is estimated at
65,000, of whom 15,000 will per-
form hajj under government
arrangement.

To prevent harassment of the
pilgrims, the government this year
made it mandatory for the private
hajj agencies to sign agreements
with the government before
announcing any package.

Out of 324 hajj agencies, 225
have signed agreements with the
government. They will also have to
sign bilateral agreement with each
pilgrim before receiving any
amount from them.

Embassy staff
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had spent large amounts of money
to come here and did not want to
return home without their dues,”
thelabour councilorsaid,

As per Kuwaiti laws, workers can
file cases with the labour court as
long as their residency permits are
valid. Residency permits of some
among the 765 stranded workers
are still valid, Siddiky noted.

“The workers, with assistance
from a non-government organisa-
tion, went to the labour court,
which ordered the two companies
to pay their dues, make arrange-
ments to repatriate these workers
and also fined the companies for
employing workers whose resi-
dency permits had expired,”
Shahriar Siddiky added.

The companies in question
appealed for three months' time to
arrange all this, which the court
allowed. This period ends today,
but the companies still have not
paid the workers their dues or
made arrangements for them to
return home.

They have instead appealed to
the court for amnesty from paying
the fine.

Siddiky added that the compa-
nies had in the meantime also filed
false cases against some of the

workers saying they had abstained
from work.

The workers now apprehend
that the companies have no inten-
tion of paying their dues them
despite the court order considering
their behaviour over the last few
months.

The few workers who still have
valid residencies do not want to
continue working for these compa-
nies as they are fed up of irregulari-
tiesin the companies, Siddiky said.

He added that all these points
would be brought up at the meet-
ingtoday.

At present the 765 workers are
surviving on donated food,
arranged by local charities and
well-wishers.

Meanwhile, the National
Assembly of Kuwait has formed a
technicallabour committee to look
into and defend the rights of expa-
triate laborers, the Kuwait Times
reported yesterday.

The committee, after conduct-
ing an extensive study on the plight
of laborers submitted a mecha-
nism to address the problems faced
bylabourers.

The committee also suggested a
study to raise the minimum wage
forworkers.

Non-urea fertiliser
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Agriculture Development

Corporation (BADC) to speed up the
import process of urea.

Usually, the government itself
imports urea from international
market while non-urea fertilisers like
Murate of Potash (MOP),
Diammonium Phosphate (DAP) and
Triple Super Phosphate (TSP) are
imported mostly by the private
traders.

“The prices of the non-urea
fertilisers are very high. This means,
the amount of the government
subsidy on them will also increase,
Therefore, the government is trying
to import these fertilisers at the
lowest possible price under state
arrangements,” Finance Adviser
MirzaAzizulIslam said.

Talking to reporters after the
meeting at the ministry, he said, “We
also want to make sure that the
fertiliser is supplied to the farmers on
time.”

During his recent visit to Italy,
Agriculture Adviser Dr CS Karim
discussed import of fertiliser with
Morocco, Ukraine and Uzbekistan,
the finance adviseradded.

According to an industries
ministry proposal placed before
yesterday's meeting, the price of
TSP is $1030 to $1050 per metric
tonne (MT) in June, whereas it was
only $350 to $385 per MT last July.

Per MT DAP price now stands
between $1150 to $1190, which was
$815t0$835last July. '

Meanwhile, each MT MOP price
is now $500 to $900, which was $190
to$230lastyear, the proposal noted.

For 2008-09 fiscal year, the gov-
ernment has set the demand of TSP
at 5lakh metric tonnes, DAP at 2 lakh
metric tonnes and MOP at 4 lakh
metric tonnes, according to agricul-
ture ministry.

Of the 5 lakh metric tonnes TSP,
only 50,000 metric tonnes are pro-
duced locally by Bangladesh
Chemical Industries Corporation
(BCIC) and of 2 lakh metric tonnes of
DAP, BCIC can produce only 1 lakh
metric tonne.

The entire demand of MOP is met
through importing from the interna-
tional markets.

The government would also
discuss importing non-urea fertiliser
with Russia and Tunisia, sources
said.

Belarus has already committed to
export 2.55 lakh MT MOP and it may
increase the amount, they added.

Special anti-crime
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against them, around 300 were

arrested in connection with cases
filed under the Arms Act and
Explosive Substances Act while
about 16,000 were arrested on vari-
ous other charges including murder.
Inspector General of Police Nur
Mohammad, during a news briefing
held at the police headquarters
recently, 'said the special drive was
launched following a number of
sensational murders in the capital
and robbing of police firearms in
Rajshahiand Gazipurin May:

Chowdhury Alam
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and concealingwealth information

from the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC).

Judge Kiron Shankar Halder of
the First Joint Sessions Judge's
Court handed down the sentence
In presence of the convict at a
packed courtroom yesterday.

The court fined Alam Tk 2 lakh,
in default of which he has to suffer
two more years of RI. The court
sentenced Rahamat Ali to five years
RI for committing the same
offences.

One of Alam's accomplices, Haji
Jamal Uddin, was acquitted, as his
involvementwith the extortion was
not proved.

Earlier, the prosecution and
defence completed their argu-
ments and the court recorded
statements of 61 prosecution
witnesses.

According to the prosecution,
Alam, also president of Bangabazar
Complex, and his accomplices
stopped the 2370 shop owners
from depositing their trade licence
fees and rents to the authorities. He
demanded Tk 1.01 lakh from each
shop.

The shop owners paid a total of
Tk 23.93 crore to Alam on different
dates between 2003 and 2005.

After the caretaker government
came to power, Mohammad
Shahjahan, another president of
Bangabazar complex, filed the case
against Alam and others with
Shahbagh Police Station on May 1
last year.

The investigation officer
pressed charges against Alam and
two otherson July 11 the same year.

Alam, an accused in a dozen
other criminal cases, was sent to
jail after he surrendered before the
court on February 22 last year in
connection with a criminal case
filed with Paltan Police Station.

IG Shahidullah
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the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban pre-
mises also fined Shahidullah Tk 10
lakh in default of which he will have
to spend one more year in jail.

Masuda was fined Tk 5 lakh in
default of which she has to suffer
sixmore months in prison.

The court also ordered the
authorities concerned to confis-
cate Shahidullah's ill-gotten
wealthworth Tk 1.24 crore.

Since the couple is on the run,
their sentences will come into
effect the day of their arrest or
surrender.

ACC Assistant Director Towfiqul
Islam filed the case with Tejgaon
Police Station against the couple
on October 24 last year for amass-
ing Tk 5,766,450 illegally and con-
cealing information about their
wealth worth Tk 6,721,500 in the
wealth statements submitted to
the commission.
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Euro glory for Spain
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start, made himself known to the
German defence in the 20th minute
with a looping header which went
high.
On 23 minutes Sergio Ramos cut

in from the right and crossed to the

back post where Liverpool striker
Torres climbed above the consider-

ably taller Per Mertersacker; his

downward header beat Lehmann

but unfortunately for Spain not the

base ofthe post.

Up the other end Spain's slightly
suspect defence was struggling to
cope with the direct running of
Bastian Schweinsteiger and Lukas
Podolski but Germany created little
despite captain Michael Ballack's
volley being blocked by Sergio
Ramos.

Then in the 33rd minute Torres
put Spain ahead with a moment of
sublime quality. He latched onto a
piercing through ball from Xavi,
outpaced Philipp Lahm and
chipped the ball over the advancing
Lehmann with a flicked shot that
could have threaded the eye of a
needle.

[t was his 17th international goal
in53 appearances for Spain.

Spain were suddenly rampant
and Iniesta crossed to the back post
where the unmarked David Silva
had a rush of blood to the head and
lashed avolleywildlyover.

Spain seemed brimming with
confidence at the start of the second
period and both Xavi and Silva went
close with long range efforts before
Torres again outpaced the German
defence but could not quite reach
the ball before Lehmann came out
tosmother.

Germany coach Joachim Loew
responded by sending on a second
forward in Kevin Kuranyi to replace
midfielder Hitzlsperger.

That immediately shifted the
momentum of the game and on the
hour a mistake from Puyol was
almost punished as Ballack fired
just wide; moments later Casillas
came storming out of goal to take a
cross from Ballack off Kuranyi's
head.

Spain remained dangerous and
Sergio Ramos forced Lehmann into
a fine block with a powerful header
from a Xawvi freekick before Torsten
Frings cleared ashot from Iniesta off
theline.

Brazil-born Marcos Senna came
within inches of settling the game in
the final 10 minutes but he could
not quite stretch his leg out far
enough to meet substitute Daniel
Guiza's downward header with the
goal athis mercy.

Yellow cards: lker Casillas,
Fernando Torres (Spain) and
Michael Ballack, Kevin Kuranyi
(Germany)

TEAMS

SPAIN: Iker Casillas; Sergio Ramos,
Carlos Marchena, Carles Puyol, Joan
Capdevila; Marcos Senna, Andres
Iniesta, Xavi Hernandez, Cesc
Fabregas (Xabi Alonso, 63), David
Silva (Santi Cazorla,66); Fernando
Torres (Daniel Guiza, 78).
GERMANY: Jens Lehmann; Arne
Friedrich, Per Mertesacker,
Christoph Metzelder, Philipp Lahm
(Marcell Jansen, 46); Bastian
Schweinsteiger, Torsten Frings,
Michael Ballack, Thomas
Hitzlsperger (Kevin Kuranyi, 58)
Lukas Podolski; Miroslay Klose
(Mario Gomez, 79 ).

" Referee: Roberto Rosetti (ITA)
 Attendance: 51,428

Local govt polls

FROM PAGE 1
The code of conduct has been in

effect automatically since the
announcement of the poll schedule
onJune 20.

AL, BNP and some other parties
initially rejected outright the official
polls plan. But later, AL central work-
Ing committee on Friday decided to
take partin the August4 local govern-
ment polls.

BNP-Jamaat-led four-party
alliance yesterday from a high level
meeting demanded that the EC
cancels the August 4 schedule for
local government polls and prepare
for the parliamentary poll first,
clearly hinting at the alliance's oppo-
sition to the holding of the Fncal
government polls.

Electoral law expert Dr Shahdeen
Malik said since the newelectoral law
is in force, collective decision of a
political party to participate or not
may run counter to provisions in the
law.

“Secondly, if the political parties
think, this is an undemocratic provi-
sion, they may challenge its validity
in a court. Unless the validity is chal-
lenged, they should abide by it," Dr
Malik told The Daily Staryesterday.

Talking to the media yesterday
Elecion Commissioner Brig Gen
(retd) M Sakhawat Hussain urged
senior leaders of political parties not
to get involved in any campaign for
thelocal governmentelections.

Asked whether the EC will extend
the deadline for submission of appli-
cations for candidacy past July 3, he
said the commission is not thinking
aboutit

He however sought cooperation
from all in holding the polls in a free
and fairmanner.

FROM PAGE 16
telephone fromthe area.

The Greyhound force is a special
unit based in neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh state. It was in the area on a
joint operation with the Special
Operations Group of the Orissa
police to flush out insurgents from
the forests.

Officials said helicopters have

beensentto the areato search forany

police who may have survived in the
40-metre (130-feet) deep reservoir.

Witmesses, however, said police
had little hope of finding many more
peoplealive.

The remote tribal district, on the
border with the insurgency-hit states
of Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh,
is in the heart of an eastern swathe of
the country where the Maoists are
actve.

Mineral-rich Orissa is also one of
India’s poorest states.

In February, Indian security
forces killed at least 35 guerrillas in
the state in one of the biggest crack-
downs ever after the rebels killed 13
policemen and one civilian in raids
on security posts.

The Maoist insurgency, which
grew out of a peasant uprising in
1967, has hit half of India's 29 states

and is centred in a heavily forested
regionin central Chhattsgarhstate.

Last year, 834 people were killed
in Maoist-related violence nation-
wide.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
haswamned that the shadowy guerril-
las -- known in the country as
"Naxalites” -- were stepping up their
Insurgency in vast areas that had
missed out on India's economic
boom.

He has also described them as the
biggest threat to India's internal
security, although federal and state
authorities have been struggling to
come up with a strategy to battle the
guerrillas.

Some officials have called for a
massive and coordinated securnty
operation of the kind used to battle
insurgents in Indian Kashmir, while
others have said the focusneedstobe
placed on improving living condi-
tions in India's impoverished hinter-
land.

According to official figures, tribal
villagers in the insurgency-hit east
have no more than 35 cents a day to
spend, the lowest in the country and
providing for a fertile rebel recruiting
ground.

India to send troops

FROM PAGE 16
several times by the rebel Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

Sri Lanka has closed its air space
and diverted ar commercial
flights to neighbouring India and the
Maldives when the Tigers flew their
light aircraft on bombing missions in
Colombo and elsewhere.

The Tigers also operate a fleet of
speed boats and have staged attacks
against Sri Lankan ports.

Diplomats said security arrange-
ments for the eight-member South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (Saarc) summit were
discussed nine days ago between
Colombo and New Delhi and an
agreementreached.

There was no formal word from
the Sri Lankan authorities about the
Indian security cover for the summit,
which will gather leaders from
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka.

Many roads in the capital are
closed and access limited to
authorised vehicles amid fears of
attacks by the Tamil Tigers, who are
fighting for an independent home-
land for the island's Tamil minority
concentrated in the northeast.

Security forces are locked in
combatwith theTigersin the north.A
daily death toll is reported from the
area and fighting has escalated since
Colombo pulled out of a Norwegian-
arranged truce in January.

Meanwhile in fresh fighting at
least41 more Tamil Tiger rebels and
two government soldiers have
beenkilled in Sri Lanka's north, the
defence ministry said yesterday.

Military spokesman Bn'ﬁ Udaya
Nanayakkara said the fighting
Saturday occurred along the
Vavuniya, Mannar and Welioya
fronts.

e ———

In the worst clashes, 20 rebels
and a soldier were killed in
Vavuniya, he said. Seven Tigers and
a soldier were killed in Mannar and
14 rebels died in Welioya,
Nanayakkara said.

On Saturday, troops seized
control of Parappakadanthan
village in northern Mannar district.

The ministry said 33 members
of the rebel Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) were also
wounded in Saturday's clashes
with security forces. Two soldiers
were killed and seven more
wounded in the fighting, the minis-
try said.

About 260 guerrillas have been
killed in the past nine days, accord-
ing to the military. It claims to be
steadily moving into rebel territory,
capturning villages and small towns
and causing heavy casualties
among the insurgents.

Troops also captured
Andankulam town in Mannar on
Friday and a key supply base in

Vavuniya district on Thursday that
had been used to replenish the
Tamil Tigers' front-line troops, the
militarysaid.

Rebel spokesman Rasiah
llanthirayan could not be immedi-
ately reached for comment, and it
was not possible to verify the mili-
tary claims because reporters are
barred from the war zone. The two
sides often exaggerate the casual-
ties inflicted upon their enemyand
luw_{glrl-thejrownlusses.

e defence ministry claims
raise the number of rebegymponed
killed by government troops since
the beginning of the year to 4,586,
againsttheloss of418 soldiers.

_ rmment figures cannot be
_m:iepende:ﬂy v;riﬁcd as journal-
ISts are barred from visiti
frontline areas. e

T ————
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