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Swiss superstarworld number one Roger Federer stretches to make a return against Marc Gicquel of France during their third round match of the Wimbledon
Championships atthe All England Club in London yesterday.

Inter-services
football title
Army's

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Army lifted the Inter-
services football dtle with a 2-1
extra-time victory against
Bangladesh Air Force in the final at

the BAF Base Matiur Rahman in |

Jessore on Thursday.

The regulation period ended in
al-1draw.

SM Shamsuddin Babu was
adjudged the player of the tree-
team meetL

Jessore Area Commander
Rafiqul Islam distributed trophies
after the final as chief guest.

New tie-breaker

FROM PAGE 17
Dubai on Sunday, the chief execu-
tives' committee will discuss the
possibility of replacing the bowl-
out with a one-over eliminator in
the case of atied game.

Under the rules for the new tie-
breaker, each team will nominate

three batsmen and one bowler. |

Each side bats one over, with the
innings being declared closed if it
loses two wickets. If the teams
finish tied on runs scored in that
one over, the side with the higher
number of sixes in its full innings
and in the one-over eliminator will
be declared the winner. If the teams
are still tied, the one with the higher
number of fours in both innings
willwin

This tie-breaker has already

been introduced in the ongoing |

Asia Cup in Pakistan, and will
come into play if the final of the
tournament ends in a tie. If
approved, it will also be applicable
in the semi-finals and final of the
Champions Trophy later this year
and the World Twenty20 in
England next year.

Spanish fans

FROM PAGE 17
the papersaid in aninside page.

"Spain blows away Europe” said
Spain's newspaper of record, El
Pais.

[t noted that Spain has reached
the final of the European champi-
onship for a third time, after beat-
ing Russia in Madrid in 1964 and
losing to France in Paris in 1984.

"Just one step from glory,” said
the centre-right daily El Mundo.

"If on Sunday against the tough
Germans, they can repeat some
parts of the symphony they per-
formed in Vienna against Russia,”
they will be European champions
again, itsaid.

The Catalan daily LaVanguardia
hailed "marvellous Spain" which
"crushed Russia with great foot-
ball.”

Beyond the hyperbole, some
papers advised caution.

“La Roja (the reds) are indisput-
ably the best, but be careful,
because we haven't won yet,”
warned Marca.

Did U Know?

The country that has provided the most
singles tile winners in the Wimbledon
Championships is the United States (with
33 men's and 50 women'’s titles)

What is Malik's role?

ﬁ] Cricket

OSMAN SAMIUDDIN

When Imran Khan pontficates,
people still listen. He's not wrong
as often as his critics claim or right
as often as his supporters do, but
take note they all do. So when he
writes a column, part of which
robustly questions Shoaib Malik's
credentials as player and captain,
ripples areinevitable.

"A captain can only earn respect
if he is doing his bit as a player,”
Imran wrote in Wednesday's
Hindustan Times. "Shoaib (Malik)
is a good cricketer and seems to

| have a sensible head. However, the

question is, does he automatically

| select himself as a batsman?

|

J

Unfortunately, the answer is no,
and till he changes that he cannot
lead with authority.”

[t is unlikely Malik read the
column before he wentout to open
on Thursday against India. But as
the beginnings of a response, his
wasn't half bad. Malik as a top-
order batsman is a different beast
altogether to Malik anywhere else.
Indeed, part of the problem
through his career, why people
never think him a certain starter, is
thathe has never made one spothis
own. Instead he has batted here,
there and everywhere.

Why this is so is unclear. The 58

ODIs in his career where he has
batted in the top four, he averages
nearly 44 from. All his centuries
and nearly half his fifties have
come from here. More than all
these stats, he looks more authori-
tative up there, able to run the
singles and take advantage of
fielding restrictions, as he did here.

His sixth hundred was a fine
hand, controlled and always up-
tempo. It gave Pakistan just the base
they wanted, though it ended just
when it shouldn't have. Yet as cap-
tain, in 28 matches, he has batted in
the top four only four imes. Younis
Khan and Mohammad Yousuf at
three and four are accomplishgd
batsmen, but not immoveable from
their spots: if Malik is not going to
impose himself as captain, when
will he? "We always look for the right
combination in our batting," Malik
said later. "It's not that every time
youopenyouscore a hundred.”

Ultimately, after this loss and the
nature of it, Imran's questions still
hang in the air, awkwardly unan-
swered. So Malik was handicapped
from the off by the earlyloss of Umar
Gul, as acknowledged by Mahendra
Singh Dhoni. Defending 300 with
two seamers and one spinner on
what Dhoni said was one of the
flattest tracks in the world was never
goingto be easy.

Though cramps and time off the
field meant he couldn't bowl, his
lack of bowling is also problematic.

Board officials and Malik himself
insist that he is in the team as an
allrounder. Yet against the teams
that matter -- South Africa, India
and Sri Lanka -- Malik has bowled
just 49 overs in 16 matches, If three
overs per match is the criteria, then
Virender Sehwag is a bona fide
allrounder, When asked about
Pakistan's recent performances
and whether morale is down, he
replied bizarrely, "Are you sitting in
my heart? The Pakistan team is
famous for comebacks. My form if
itwasn't good, at least I am still the
bestallrounder as farasI know.”

Perhaps on an evening lit up by
Suresh Raina and Sehwag, none of
itmight have mattered anyway. But
how many can deny that Pakistan
under Malik, Kitply Cup or not,
have been, not just uninspiring,
butunsure 6fthemselves?

Little wonder, when the captain
is not only unsure of where to bat,
but also apparently unwilling to
fulfill his all-round role. He has to
decide on one spot in the order, he
hastosticktoitand perform. Either
he is an allrounder or he isn't. A
surly press conference later, where
he inadvertently re-lit a simmering
selectorial debate, wasn't the ideal
way to finish off a demanding
night. More results like this and this
time Imran Khan may well be
proven correct.

(Osman Samiuddin is Pakistan
editorof Cricinfo).

CHAMPIONS TROPHY

South Korea stun

(ﬂ Hockey

AFP, Rotterdam

Australia moved atop the table of
the men's field hockey Champions
Trophy alongside Spain and
Argentina after notching up a 3-1
win over Germany here on
Thursday.

In the day's other game, South
Korea scored a shock 4-3 win over

| the Netherlands.

Australia effectively shut
Germany out of their match with a
moving press which stymied most
counter-attacks.

Australian Jamie Dwyer was in
top form, scoring his side's first
early in the opening period by
deflecting a quickly taken free hit
outside the circle into the goal.

Germany's Florian Keller
became the tournament's leading
scorer with six goals by converting
his side's third penalty corner.

The Germans were unable to
capitalise on the separate yellow-
cardings of Australian duo Luke
Doerner and Eddie Ockenden.

Dwyer then had a goal disallowed
by the video umpire but Australia
responded with breaks through
midfield to rip apart Germany's
defence and create four chances with

onlythe goalkeeperto beat.

Fergus Kavanagh and
Ockenden scored from two of the
chances set up by Mark Knowles
and Dwyer while Travis Brooks
fluffed his chance, failing to get a
shoton goal.

Australia coach Barry Dancer
saw three positives in Australia’s
performance: "Our defence, our
pressing and our counter-attacks
were good for us but we need to
improve our finishing when we
have only the goalkeeper to beat.

"Although we had one player in
suspension for 15 minutes we
responded well as a team in terms
of the collective effort and I was
pleased with our structure and
organisation during that time,"
Dancer said.

Dancer's German counterpart
Markus Weise said his team lost
because they had not followed his
tactical plan.

“The first half was really bad for
us as the players did not stick to the
tactical plan and we did not play
well against Australia's moving
press,”" Weise said.

"“The second half was a little
better but we did not have the
mental ability to react to Australia
or to capitalise on the suspensions
theyincurred. The score could have
been 5-2 against us with all the

Holland

chances Australiahad.”

South Korea's first win of the
tournament was based on a fast-
moving second half that wore the
Dutch down.

Teun de Nooijer deflected in
Netherlands first goal and Korea
replied with a penalty corner by
Jong Hyun Jang late in the first half,
followed within minutes by a field
goal to Korea captain Jong Ho Seo.

Roderick Weusthof's penalty
corner conversion got the Dutch
back in the match and Ronald
Brouwer's field goal off a pass from
his cousin Matthijs had the hosts 3-
2 up earlyin the second half.

But Korea exploited the tiring
Dutchmen by putting on an extra
striker, forced a penalty stroke,
converted with alooping scoop into
the top of the netbyWoon KonYeo.

Korea forced a penalty corner in
the last minutes and Jang con-
verted for the winner.

"I'm not pleased with the per-
formance of the team,” fumed
Dutch coach Roelant Oltmans. "We
will have to play better if we are not
to beleft playing offforlastplace.

Korea coach Myung Jun Cho
was delighted to have a win in the
tournament: “We tried to show the
Dutch public that we can beat
Netherlands and we are thrilled to
have done that.”

AZIAN SHAH HOCKEY

Coach denies fixing claims

AFP, New Delhi

India's field hockey coach Ajay
Bansal on Thursday played down
reports that Malaysia deliberately
lost a recent international, saying
his team had won fair and square.

Malaysian police are investigat-
ing allegations that India's 2-1 win
during the Azlan Shah tournament
in Ipoh in May was fixed following
online betting by some members of
the Malaysianteam.

The Malay Mail newspaper said
earlier this week that up to six

Malaysian players wagered
between 1,000 ringgit (313 dollars)
and 10,000 ringgit on the outcome
of match.

Bansal, whose young Indian
team went on to play the final, said
he was surprised at the allegations
and refused to believe hockey
matches could be fixed.

“When we played Malaysia, they
had already lost three games and it
was expected weé would win the
match," Bansal told local media.

"It was a well-contested match
and I never felt then that some of

their players were underperforming,
[ don't think anybody would play to
lose a hockey match for the sake of
money,” he added.

Indian field hockey official
Aslam Sher Khan said he had not
been contacted by either the
International Hockey Federation
(FIH) or the Malaysian authorities
inregard to the allegations.

"We have got nothing to do with
it," said Khan. "It is quite clear that
India or Indian players are (in) no
way involved with whatever the
allegations are.

Ponting plays
300th ODI

CRICINFO, undated

Australian captain Ricky Ponting
played his 300th one-day interna-
tional on Friday, joining the great
Steve Waugh as the second
Australian to have reached the
mark.

Ponting made centuries in his
50th, 150th and 250th ODIs, as well
as a half-century in his 100th one-
day international and a pair of
hundreds in his 100th Test.

Although Ponting claims not to
remember his mammoth efforts in
milestone games, they have been
so frequent that itis hard to believe
they are coincidences. His highest
ODI score of 164 came in his 250th
match, the Johannesburg game
that will mostly be remembered for
Australia scoring a world-record
434 then having it chased down by
South Africa. Until that point his
best one-day score was 145, posted
against Zimbabwe in his 50th ODI.

In his 100th he managed 50
against Pakistan, he scored 119
against England in his 150th game,
and in his 100th Test he starred with
120 and 143 at the SCG against
South Africa. On this Caribbean
tour he has already passed 10,000
Test runs but it was one of his least
remarkable landmark perfor-
mances that Ponting remembers
most, when he made 10 in Harare
in his200th ODI.

At 33, Ponting has plenty of time
ahead of him to build on his memo-
rable - or for him, forgettable -
milestone achievements. For now,
he just wants to end a slight dip in
ODI form that has resulted in single-
figure scores in his past four innings,
while West Indies are hoping that
history does not repeat when he
joined the300-club on Friday.

A captaincy
dream
realised

REUTERS, London

Kevin Pietersen will fulfil a dream
when he takes over as England
captain from the suspended Paul
Collingwood in Saturday's fifth and
final one-dayer against New
Zealand atLord's.

Collingwood was handed a
four-match ban for his team's slow
over-rate in their one-wicket defeat
by the Kiwis at the Oval on
Wednesday.

"I'm humbled to have been
handed the captaincy,” Pietersen
said in a news release on Thursday.
"Captaining England has been a
dream of mine but I also under-
stand I'm assuming the role in
Paul's absence as he is the captain
and leader of the one-day side.

"To be asked to captain your
country is the ultimate honour in
sport and I feel privileged and
proud to have been asked to lead
the side on Saturday.”

England go into the game trail-
ing 2-1, with the second match in
the series having been abandoned
asano result.

"I am very much looking for-
ward to leading the team against
New Zealand and am excited by the
challenge of captaining such a
young and talented side,” added
Pietersen.

"We can't win this series but|, like
the rest of the dressing room, expect
an outstanding England perfor-
mance to finish theseriesonahigh.”

Andrew Strauss has been called
into the squad as batting cover for
the suspended Collingwood.

Tigers keep

FROM PAGE 17

win over Pakistan, which gave the
Indians two carry-forward points,
was just the kind of morale booster
needed ahead of the super-four
stage.

"We are carrying two points
forward with us and that is a very
big advantage foranyside,” he said.

India go into tomorrow's match
still unsure about the fitness of
Irfan Pathan, who has not played in
the last two matches due to a side
strain.

Among the other super-four
qualifiers, Pakistan is likely to be
without top pacer Umar Gul, who
bowled just eight deliveries against
India before limping of with a rib
cageinjury.

Gul ruled

FROM PAGE 17
"We had good work-outs but there

is still hard work ahead. The expec-
tations are high as defending cham-
pions but we are capable of doing
well and realise how important it
will be to win all the matches,” said
Jayawardene.

Sri Lanka play Pakistan in their
first Super League match on
Sunday.

Pakistan and India qualified for
the Super League stages of the
event along with titleholders Sri
Lankaand Bangladesh.

India take on Bangladesh in the
first match of the Super League on
Saturday.

The top two teams qualify for
the July 6 final, to be played in
Karachi.

Socceroos draw Japan

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Australia were
grouped with
Japan Friday in
the final Aslan
qualifying
round for the
2010 World

Y

Cup, but

“avoided fellow heavyweights South

Korea, Iran and Saudi Arabia.

The teams were split into two
groups of five during the draw at
AFC House, with Bahrain,
Uzbekistan and Qatar pitted along-
side the Socceroos and Japan.

Joining South Korea, Iran and
Saudi Arabia are North Korea and
United Arab Emirates.

The top two in each group auto-
matically make the finals in South
Africa, while the two third-placed
teams lock horns in a play-off with
the winner battling the Oceania
representative for a spot at the
global showpiece.

Pim Verbeek's Socceroos,
seeded one due to their FIFA rank-
ing, were always going to avoid the
second-seeded South Korea, who
have qualified for every World Cup
finals since Mexico in 1986.

But three-time World Cup quali-
fiers Japan will be a tough obstacle
for a team that made the knockout
rounds at the last World Cup in
Germany before narrowly losing to
eventual winners Italy.

Australia were in the same
group as Japan at the 2006 finals
and beat them 3-1, but the
Japanese gained revenge at last
year's Asian Cup with a win on
penalties in the quarterfinals,

“IUsaninteresting group and we

~will have to work hard to reach the

finals,” Verbeek said in a
teleconference to Australian
reporters late Friday.

"I believe it will all come down
to our last two home games agamst
Bahrain and Japan next June.”

Verbeek expects to have injured
European aces Tim Cahill and Mark
Viduka back for the final push to
South Africa.

Goalscoring midfielder Cahill
missed Australia's earlier qualifiers
after foot surgery but is aiming to
be back for Everton in August,
while Newcastle United striker
Mark Viduka has struggled with an
Achilles injury.

"I will be looking for a friendly
match as we have 10 days to pre-
pare for our opening game against
Uzbekistan in Tashkent,” Verbeek
said.

“I've been to Uzbekistan before
with the South Korean team and a
lot of their players play in Russian
leagues and are physically strong
and skilful.”

Takeshi Ono, technical director
of the Japan Football Association,
admitted his team had their work
cutout, but was confident of finish-

ing in the top two.

"It will certainly be tough, all
four teams are very strong"” he
said. "The travelling will be hard for
our European-based players but it
willbe okay.

"Of course we have confidence
that we will qualify.”

Bahrain, still haunted by th
memory of falling at the final hur-
dle three years ago when they were
denied a place at Germany follow-
ing a play-off defeat to Trinidad and
Tobago, will be looking to spoil the
party.

In the other group, South Korea,
Iran and Saudi Arabia all qualified
for the last World Cup finals but at
least one of them is either going to
miss out this time or have go
through the play-off match.

On paper Iran are strong but
they struggled through qualifying
But with legendary former skipper
Ali Daei now coach they managed
to book their place.

Daei was careful in not promis-
ing too much.

“I can only say that we have a
chance to qualify for the World Cup
finals,” he said. “I think Group B is
more difficult than GroupA."

The games will be played
between September 6 this year and
June 17 nextyear.

Group A - Australia, Japan, Bahrain,
Uzbekistan, Qatar

Group B - South Korea, Iran, Saudi
Arabia, North Korea, UAE

SA on standby

AFP, New Delhi

o The International
}m Cricket Council
| 1 m’.HY has put South

| P IET AW

.s Africa on standby
as a possible Champions Trophy
venue, but insists that Pakistan
remains its first choice as hosts, an
ICCsource told AFP Friday.

The year's biggest one-day
tournament featuring the top eight
Test nations -- Australia, South
Africa, England, India, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, New Zealand and the West
Indies -- is due to be held in
Pakistan from September 11-28.

But touring Pakistan has beén'a

security coricern for several foreign
teams, especially Australia which
postponed its March-April visit this
year after a series of suicide bomb
blasts.

With Sri Lanka, the alternate
venue, in the midst of heavy fight-

ing between government forces
and Tamil Tiger rebels, the ICC has
included South Africa as possible
hosts.

“South Africa could hold the
Champions Trophy in case
Pakistan or Sri Lanka can't,” the
ICC sourcesaid.

"But it must be stressed that
Pakistan remains our first choice
and a lot of work has already been
done to ensure the tournament is
held there.”

The northern venues of
Johannesburg, Centurion and
Potchefstroom will be the venues if
the tournament is moved to South
Africa, thesourceadded.

A final decision on the host
nation will be taken at the ICC's
annual meetings which begin in
Dubaion Sunday.

The ICC said earlier this month
at the launch ceremony of the
biennial event in Lahore that

Pakistan will host the tournament -
- provided there were no safety and
security fears.

"At this point in time we are
comfortable with the decision that
Pakistan has the ability to host the
Champions Trophy, but we will
continue to monitor security as itis
fluid,” ICC official Dave
Richardson said at the launch.

Australia captain Ricky Ponting
has said he does not yet know if his
side will travel to Pakistan and
raised the prospect of individual
withdrawals even if the title-
holdersdo decide tosend a team.

"We don't know if w’e.re going.”

And if wé do go, we duntlmuw if
individuals are going to pull oit,”
Ponting was quoted as saying in
Australiannewspapers.

"It just won't be Australian
players. There will be a few other
teams who will be thinking long
and hardif the tourdoes goahead.”

Moores behind Colly

I: Ej ! Cricket

BBC ONLINE, undated

England coach Peter Moores has
backed Paul Collingwood following
a difficult week for the one-day
captain.

The all-rounder was banned for
four limited-overs internationals
as punishment for England's slow
over-rate against New Zealand at
the Oval.

That followed a decision not to
rescind a run-out appeal against
Grant Elliot after a collision with
Ryan Sidebottom, though
Collingwood later apologised.

"I don't think it's damaged his
captaincy." said Moores.

"I think the fact he was then
prepared to walk into their dressmg
room straight away and say 'listen
fellas, I'm sorry, Idon't think I gotit
right' says something for him.

"It takes quite a big bloke to do
that.

"When someone gets picked for
England, you pick them because

W

they're made of the right stuff and
theyuphold the game.

"Paul has done that. We've
watched him play a lot for England
and we have admired his determi-
nation, his gritand the way he goes
abouthis cricket.

"l back him because things
happen in sport which you don't
plan for and that is one of those
things -- and sometimes one of the
keys is what happens after it hap-
pens.”

The Elliot incident provoked a
furious reaction from the tourists
in a fractious ending to the third
one-dayer, which New Zealand
eventuallywon by one wicket.

Although the decision to with-
draw the appeal ultimately lies
with the captain, other senior
figures could have stepped in to
help Collingwood but Moores
leaped to the defence of the
England team.

"In situations like that it is all
very fraught,” he said. "They have
been at it all day, they have been at
it for three months or whatever, itis
getting very tight and whatever

decision is made out there, the
group think the same.

"Decisions are made in snap
seconds and thenitisdone.

“Afterwards you get a bit of time
to reflect and the key then is do you
thinkyou made the right one or not?

“One thing we want to make
sure is that nobody thinks we want
in any way to devalue the game of
cricketitself.”

Despite the heated finale
Moores insists his team always play
within the spirit of the game and
will continue to do so for the final
one-day match at Lord's on
Saturday, a match England be
desperate to win to level the series
at2-2.

* "Ithink we've played our cricket
fairly all the way through,” Moores
said.

"You should judge somebody by
how they go about theirgame and |
think we have seen the England
team play their cricket within the
spiritofthe game

“We have seen that all the way
along through the seriesand I don't
see anythingdifferentin that.”

PHOTO: INTERNET

BE ON TIME: England's stand-in captain Kevin Pletersen (R) listens to Paul Collingwood, who hls been banned for
four matches, during practice at Lord's in London yesterday.
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