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Maize farming on Teesta shoals

brings joy to monga-hit people

NAT

in Nilphamari, Lalmonirhat
37,000 hectares to produce 2, 60,000 tonnes this year

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Once quiet and lifeless Teesta
shoals are now buzzing with activi-
ties.

Introduction of maize cultiva-
tion by Agriculture Extension
Department (AED) under its crop
diversification programme ahs
changed the socio-economic sce-
nario on several thousand hectares
of land on Teesta shoals in
Nilphamari and Lalmonirhat dis-
tricts.

Five years ago, AED tested the
soil in shoal areas that had been left
barren and unproductive for
decades and found the soil suitable
for this crop.

Next, year maize was cultivated
on an experimental basis which
achieved an unexpected success.
From then maize is being culti-
vated there and increasing (re-
mendously.

Last year, maize was cultivated
on about 23,270 hectares of land in
Nilphamari and Lalmonirhat
districts. But this year maize was
cultivated on 37,000 hectares of
land to produce 2,59,000 tonnes of
maize.

Now thousands of landless
farmers in Teesta shoals including
Char Kharibari, Purbo Kharibari,
Fakrater Char, Vendabari,
Jharsingheswar, Gopaljhaar,
Bhasanir Char, Tapur Char
Baishpukur and others areas of
Nilphaman district.

The Teesta shoals in
Lalmonirhat district where maize is
being cultivated are Saniajan,
Bhotmari, kishorganj Char,
Dauabari Char, Holdibari Char
Dhubuni Char, Sindurmmar Char,
Guddimari Char and others.

People are vibrant with hopes
that monga (a pre-harvest lean
period between September and late
November when there is no farm
work) will not affect them this year.
The maize cultivation has created
job opportunity for a number of
unemployed people in theregion

“We are hopeful that we can go a
leng way' to. combat‘monga ‘with
maize cultivation,” said Eunus Alj,
the deputy director of AED,
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Farmers sorting out maize that has grown abundantly in once unproductive sandy lands onin Teesta shoal.

Nilphamari.

Sandy and sand-alluvial soil in
the Teesta shoals is very suitable for
maize cultivation, he said, adding
that several thousand women and
men have been provided short
training under AED's North West
Crops Diversification Project
(NCDP) to cultivate maize and
other crops.

AED sources said the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) pro-
vided fund for giving loans to farm-
ers in Rajshahi region under
NCDP's Rajshahi Division zone. A
few NGOs are cooperating in this
project while some commercial
banks are providing soft loans to
DOOI farmers in the shoals of
Teesta.

AED block supervisors of and
some NGO workers are providing
technical support.

The shoal lands where silt is

deposited during yearly floods, are
suitable for maize cultivation,
Lalmonirhat AED Deputy Director
Md Abtabuddin said. However, it is
very difficult to grow other crops in
the sandy and barren shoals, he
added.

Farmer Motaleb of Char Purbo
Kharibari said about 500 acres of
land in his shoal was covered with
to 2-3 feet layer of sand due to
flooding of the area after a Water
Development Board embankment
burstin 2000.

One thousand families became
virtually beggars and there was
none to buy the sand-covered
lands even at Tk 200 per decimal,
he said.

Motaleb got a new life when
maize cultivation began in this
shoallastyear. w.-q pyirg jlaveT |

"This sandy landis myasset,"” he
said.

“I culuvated hybrid maize on

two acres of land and got 140 |

maunds worth Tk 56,000. Presently
a maund (around 40 kg) of maize is
selling at an average rate of Tk 400.
But last year it was Tk 500. Despite
the lower price, maize brought us
profit as production is higher,”
Farmer Hatem Ali of Char Saniajan
said.

Maize farmers Yunus Ali, Abul
Hasem, Zulhas, Wasuddin and
other farmers of the char areas also
echoed the same.

Abdul Latif, chairman of Purbo
Chhanai union in Dimla upazila,
an area worst affected by monga
said maize has changed the
socio-economic condition of his
area.

“People who would queue for
relief in front of the union parishad
office earlier are not seen now;” he
said.

MAULANA BHASANI DEGREE COLLEGE

Five teachers get 'illegal' promotion,

three eligible ones deprived

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sirajgan)

— — —

Five teachers of Maulana Bhasani
Degree College in Sirajgan) town
allegedly got promotion to the post
of assistant professor from lecturer
through irregular means while
three teachers who were eligible for
promotion did not getit.

The teacher who got promotion
as assistant professor are -- Rikta
Rani Sarker, K M Abdur Razzaque,

Akmal Hossain, Ulfat Banu and Md
Mizanur Rahman.

[t is learnt from a letter sent by
Benjir Ahmed, Assistant Director of
Secondary and Higher Education
Department, that due to 'illegal
promotion of the five persons,
three other teachers ABM
Asaduzzaman Chowdhury,
Shabana Parveen and Md Al-Amin
Mian were deprived of their due
promotion.

KM Abdur Razzaque, Akmal
Hossain and Mizanur Rahman are
'Rokon-member’ of Sirajganj
district Jamaat-e-Islami while the
two others are activists of BNP and
they got the posts in 2005 through
the interference of a then influen-
tial minister, who was also presi-
dentofthe college governing body.

[he letter from Secondary and
Higher Education Department
mentioned that ABM

Bangladesh Paribesh Banchao Andolon forms a human chain in front of Khalishpur Bazaar Nil Kuthi in Moheshpur
upazilain Jhenidah demanding preservation of the site.
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Asaduzzaman Chowdhury,
Shabana Parveen and Md Al-Amin
Mian got MPO a year before the five
promotees and so the former three
persons are senior to them.

Following an investigation into
the irregularities, the concerned
department of the education min-
istry sent a letter to the college
principal on January 28 this year
recommending correction of the
salary scale of the five promoted
teachers and giving promotion to
the three persons, who are eligible
forthe postas perrule.

Asthe college authorities did not
take necessary steps in this regard,
the concerned department sent
letters again on February 25 and
March 30 strongly recommending
immediate correction of the pay
scale ofthe five persons, but no step
effectso far.

Several college teachers seeking
anonymity held dilly-dallying of
the present acting principal
responsible forit. :

When contacted, Nabin
Chandra Karmakar, acting prin-
cipal of the college, said the
irregularities occurred during
the previous BNP-led govern-
ment, when another person was
principal.

Necessary steps will be taken in
this regard within a short time
when the college governing body
meet, he said.
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Two Jamaat
activists held
on murder
charge

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Iwo Jamaat activists have been
arrested at Boyra here on charge of
committing murder, harbouring
outlaws and other crimes.

Khulna Metropolitan Paolice
(KMP) arrested Advocate Zakirul
[slam and his brother Zamirul
Islam on Thursday after being
confirmed that they had shel-
tered slain Janajuddho founder
Dada Tapan's second wife Purtul
at their houses and let her flee
after her husband's death in
crossfire in Kushtia town,

The arrestees were sent to jail
yesterday, KMP said.

However, their two other broth-
ers Zafirul Islam and Zahidul Islam
escaped arrest.

The four had close link with
Janajuddho faction of the out-
lawed Purbo Banglar Communist
Party (PBCP), said KMP assistant
police commissioner (DB) Md
Abu Sayem. They grabbed hun-
dreds of bighas of land in
Batiaghata and Dumuria upazilas
during four-party alliance rule, he
said.

Earlier, they sheltered Dada
Tapan on several occasions in last
five years, police said.

They are listed criminals as they
face nine criminal cases including
murder, police said adding, atleast,
54 general diaries (GD) were
lodged against them with
Khalishpur Police Station only
since 2002.

Struggling Nikhil
‘gets GPA=5> /0 |

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Nikhil Kantd Pal, pursuing study
through hardship from the very
beginning, has achieved GPA-5 in
this year's SSC examination from
Khagrachhari Government High
School.

Nikhil lost his father when he
was two and a half-year-old and his
younger brother was only six-
month-old. ‘

“I forget all my sorrows after
hearing my son's glorious result,”
said his mother Josna Rani Pal,
struggling to maintain two chil-
dren's family with work of a
domestic help.

Her younger son Rasel Pal is
works atarickshaw garage.

“Sometimes 1 managed to pro-
vide Nikhil panta rice as breakfast.
Sometimes Nikhilwould gotoschool
without taking any food. I could not
think of giving him good clothes. But
he never complained,” she said. He
was given free studentship and his
teachers always helped him with
books, notes, papers and pen, school
sourcessaid.

Newspdper agent Ratan Kumar
Dey helped him during crisis
period. Nikhil expressed gratitude
to his teachers for his brilliant result.

“Nikhil is our pride. But what will
happen to his future study without
financial support? Nikhil wants to
be a doctor” Headmistress Srila
Talukdersaid.

FAILURE IN DAKHIL EXAM
Madrasa student

commits suicide

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

A female madrasa student commit-
ted suicide at Bhadra village in
Sadar upazila last night as she could
not come out successful in Dakhil
examinations this year, police said.

The ill-fated girl, Nargis Parvin,
15, daughter of Nurul Haque of the
village, took poison as soon as she
learnt that she had failed in the
examination.
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GPA-5 achievers of Bogra Cantonment School and College rejoice as their institution won the highest number of
GPAs inthis year's SSC examination under Rahshahi education board.

Thakurgaon

A CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A mother of three children has
fallen victim of ‘hilla’ marriage at
Kochubari in Thakurgaon Sadar
upazila.

Following an altercation with
his wife Ranjana,40, over a trifle
matter, Babul Islam,45, arickshaw-
van puller uttered 'Talak’' thrice
towards his wife on June 19. But
later they reached at an under-
standingto live together.

As the news was circulated, some
unscrupulous villagers at instiga-
tion of a local influential named Nur
Jamal organised a meeting at
Babul's house on June 22. Citing
Sharialaw, NurJamal declared at the
meeting that the couple got
divorced. He asked Ranjana to agree
to ‘hilla’ marriage with a third per-
son. But the couple disagreed to
acceptthe unjustdecision.

Later, the villagers have boy-
cofted them and their children.

On information, Thakurgaon
Police Station assistant sub-
inspector Osman Goni visited the
spot. But he failed to trace Nur
Jamal as he fled away sensing
police presence.

Shukhanpokhorn Union Parisad
(UP) chairman Abdul Jalil assured
to this correspondent that a meet-
ing would be held soon to resolve

to hilla marriage in

the matter.

On contact, Ranjana said her
husband is eager to live with her
but he has taken shelter elsewhere
in fear of some unscrupulous
villagers,

Tributes to 2
slain Khulna
journalists

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Tributes were paid in memory of
two slain journalists Humayun
Kabir Balu and Rafiquzzaman here
vesterday.

Khulna Press Club, Rafiquzza-
man Smrity Parishad and family
members of Humayun Kabir Balu
chalked out programmes to mark
their fourth death anniversary:.

Press club members placed
wreaths at their memorial plaque
in the momning. This was followed
by a discussion and milad mahfil at
theVIP lounge.

Press club president Wadudur
Rahman Panna presided the dis-
cussion while it was attended by
former president of Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists Igbal
Sobhan Chowdhury as chief guest.

Absconding JCD
cadre arrested

in Sylhet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

An absconding convict and a cadre
of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
was arrested from a house at
Khashdobir here on Thursday.

The arrestee, Kamal Miah alias
Gulli Kamaland, was also an ex-
ward commissioner of former
Sylhet Pourashava.

Kamal had been absconding
since pronouncement of a verdict
by a court here against him several
months ago in a criminal case. He
was sentenced to suffer five years
rigorous imprisonment (RI) and
fined Tk 5,000, in default, to suffer
three months more R1L

Banker suspended
on forgery charge

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A banker was suspended here on
charge of misappropriation of
bank money through forgery of
cheques.

Former manager of the Sylhet
City Corporation branch of Sonali
Bank, Md Nuruzzaman Shahniar
was suspended for misappropriat-
ing Tk 87 lakh by sanctioning loan
to subscribers through cheques.
But actually he had deposited Tk 7
lakh only, officials said

and equal rights of male and female.
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Palli Sree forms a human chain in front of Dinajpur Press Club yesterday demanding stoppage of domestic violence

“

AL CIEERIREAMEIR

JEI1 |

210e ATe 7A |

fEfe-avvo

o S cergaR 9 e I gufare? e I | |
v QI Topr S erea e fire 2@ 93 Rt a1Te 203 | &pd
#1fq @ ©a& AR SUNTS LA |
o WO GY TN IS TP | Q&= T &, fou Fe oy i @ @3r
ANAIBONE (TS (78 @S YA | GEPRY o 994 (FITSIia, (4TS 7l

(©% 936 SI3AM G | fST T (CAHEA GG IRF | 92 T FTACE (TF R |

ofest st farea @R FIweTy | @2 i ffa 5 |

o QT (ooa/ARa v U3 HHID-FIHIT TS AF FAHGAY AGTIR SR
o o | I ST RITARITS W32 Sl AfS I A |

v TIYA Q@ AR AN FHSEE @F 9 91 ¢ (4175) s @b = =1
AT, CIMTSP &%) Q1A |

s SRS AISa SRR, i v e o, sfvers e & o1, At
@ATSe/ITI, AR (@164, fiere fE, Biea cF Tonfrs ¢ (4v) frea @
@ A T 1 AE G T 91 |

COAG R A TH IR

s oA (AR SIeE 218 I ) |
o TR TR, ST PR I, O 1A, ST ¢ [ i (ReEss

crFvts 1at), - ST |
X ﬁmmﬁ%mmﬁw |

o VAR ((QEERT) CIGE SEFE T @IS SRy Qe e

sy it fRaEees o e s S
Fie! eres

feffi/faemafe/83/009-2000

oIt e Saeiaw




