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700 Bangladeshis unpaid
_in Kuwait for six months

Fear eviction from employer’s camp

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Around 700 Bangladeshi workers
who have been denied salaries [or
the last sixmonths are passing days
in inhuman conditions with short-
age of food and amid fears of being
evicted from the camp of their
employer at Hasawi in Kuwait.
These workers employed by a’
cleaning company told Arab Times
on Wednesday that residence
permits of most workers had
expired but the company has not
taken anyinitiative to renew them.
The Kuwaiti daily noted that
complaints of non-payment

among Bangladeshi workers in
Kuwait are comunon, especially
those employed with cleaning
companies.

Kuwait stopped hiring
Bangladeshi workers in the last
quarter of 2006, saying
Bangladeshi workers were involved
in criminal activities.

There are over 2 lakh
Bangladeshis working in that
country.

The workers filed a complaint
with the Kuwaiti Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labour regarding non-
payment of their salaries. The
female workers have urged the

Bangladesh Embassy to expedite
their repatriation process.

The workers, around 50 percent
of them women, alleged that the
company has filed false cases
against a few of them, accusing
them of abstaining from work, in an
effort to deport them and sois deny-
ing them their unpaid salaries.

The workers were being paid a
monthly salary of 20 dinars, Arab
Times reported on June 25.

One of the workers expressed
concern that the company may
have them evicted from the camp
rendering them homeless.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Manekshaw
passes away

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw,
who was the chief of Indian army
during the Bangladesh's War of
Independence in 1971, died at a
military hospital in Wellington in
the southern state of Tamil Nadu
late on Thursday night. Hewas 94.
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More power coS
in the pipeline

PDB to be planner, coordinator

SHARIER KHAN

After nearly 20 years of experimen-
tation, the government's vaguely
perceived donor-driven reforms in
the power sector might take a final
shape next year with the creation of
three distribution and several
power generation companies.

The new companies will be
formed by separating parts of the
Power Development Board (PDB),
said a top power ministry source.

The three distribution compa-
nies in formation are South Zone
Power Distribution Company,
Central Zone Power Distribution
Company, and Northwest Zone
Power Company, while the power

generation companies will be
based in each of PDB's power plant
Zones.

“This will be the ultimate reform
measure for PDB as it will redefine
the board's role as the power sec-
tor's main planner, coordinator
and power purchaser,” said a top
ministryofficial.

PDB might become the mother
company of all the companies
originated fromit.

"PDB will then be based in
Dhaka with its manpower restruc-
tured anew. The present PDB man-
power will be absorbed by the new
companies,” the ministry official
added. IR RN
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AL to take part
in Aug 4 polls

PHOTO: STAR

Dhaka Zoo authorities brought 7 animals of different species Including these giraffes from South Africa on
SEe PAGE15-CcOL + | Thursdaynight. There was no giraffe at the zoo since 1998. (Story on back page).

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL) yesterday
decided to take part in the August 4
polls to four city corporations and
nine municipalities.

The crucial decision came at a
two-day meeting of the AL Central
Working Committee (ALCWC), the
party's highest decision-making
body.

“After weighing up the pros and
cons, we have unanimously
decided to participate in the local
polls in the interests of democracy,
peace and stability in the country,”

' sald AL acting president Zillur

Rahman.
He was talking to reporters after
the meeting at party chief Sheikh
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Hasina's political office in
Dhanmond..
Al. also demanded that the

government announce a date for

parliamentary polls immediately.

Besides, it reiterated its call for
complete withdrawal of the state of
emergency.

The ALCWC meeting began
Thursday and with a break contin-
ued till 7:30pm yesterday.

Most of the participants there
suggested taking into consider-
ation pro-election sentiment of the
people and AL rank and file.

In the light of their suggestions,
the meeting decided in favour of
going to the polls, which would be
the first ones under the present

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

LAND DISPUTE AT JATRABARI

20 injured as ‘Bulu’s

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Over 20 people, including traders
and customers of South Jatrabari
wholesale vegetable market,
received bullet wounds when an

. armed cadre opened fire on a

crowd yesterday morning.

The armed cadre fired from his
licensed gun while the labourers of
the market were demolishing the
wall of a filling station, owned by
fugitive former commerce adviser
Barkat Ullah Bulu's wife, son and
two others, for construction of a
road.

Local sources said the attacker,
AKM Mozammel Hug, is a cadre of
Bulu an® one of the owners of
High-tech CNG filling station.

man’ sprays bullets

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab-10)
officials said they arrested
Mozammel, a criminal, along with
his licensed gun, and one of the
demolishers named Tutul.

Mozammel said Barkat Ullah
Bulu's wife Samia Barkat, son
Omar Sharif, RHD's Deputy
Assistant Engineer Abdul Matin's
wife Samia Motin and he himself
took lease of the land from the
Roads and Highways Department
in 2004 to setup a filling station

Sources said there is a dispute
over the land between the above
mentioned four and the market
authorities

Law enforcers have been
deployed at SanmratSabji Market to

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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