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Most AL leaders
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The Daily Star last night that the
government took both the requests
*positively” and assured that those
would be considered.

Around 20 ALCWC members
spoke at yesterday's three-hour
long meeting held at AL President
Sheikh Hasina's political office at
Dhanmondi. AL acting President
Zillur Rahman chaired the meet-
ing.

gAt the meeting a small number
of ALCWC members, however,
termed the local government polls
"stage-managed drama" and
suggested not participating in any
election under the present care-
taker government.

Sources said all the AL leaders
opined that the caretaker govern-
ment must not hold the upazila
parishad elections before holding
the parliamentary polls.

The meeting was adjourned
until 4:00pm today and the AL will
make a formal decision at today's
meeung.

According to party leaders, at
the dialogue the AL will ask the
government to create a congenial
atmosphere for holding the city
corporation and parliamentary
electuons.

They said the prime conditions
for creating such an environment
would be complete withdrawal of
the state of emergency and uncon-
ditional and permanent release of
the AL chiefwho is nowin Canada.

AL Commerce and Industry
Affairs Secretary Col (retd) Faruk

Khan said, "For the elections the
government must create a conge-
nial atmosphere by withdrawing
the state of emergency and releas-
ing our party chief permanently
and unconditonally.”

The AL will also ask the govern-
ment to hold the parliamentary
polls first.

Talking to The Daily Star, a
number of AL leaders said they
would not take any decision to
boycott or resist the local govern-
ment elections even it their
demand is not settled at the dia-
logue because the grassroots level
leaders in the four city corpora-
tions and nine municipalities have
already made preparations for the
polls. It would also be tough to
prevent them from contesting the
elections, theysaid.

"Those who will take part in the
polls would rather be given green
signal,” an AL leader told The Daily
Star after the ALCWC meeting.

Another AL organising secre-
tary, Abdul Mannan, said they
should join the election to see if the
government holds the polls in a
free and fair manner and also to see
the government's intention regard-
ing holding the parliamentary
polls.

AL Publicity Secretary
Asaduzzaman Noor said not con-
testing the polls would harm the
party, but he suggested not saying
"yes or no" about it before the
dialogue so that the party can force
the government to reach a consen-
sus over their demands.

Ideal, VN,
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~ Other leading GPA-5 achievers in
the country include Motijheel
Model High School (549),
Collegiate School in Chittagong
(326), Comilla Zilla School (310),
Rajuk Uttara Model School and
College (297), Uttara High School
(278), AK High School in Dhaka
(270), Dhaka Residential Model
College (269), Motijheel
Government Boy's High School
(264), Dr Khastagir Government
Girls’ High School in Chittagong
(230) and Dhanmondi
Government Boy's High School
(213).

With 97.69 percent of its appli-
cants having got GPA-5, Rajuk
Uttara Model School and College
stands first in the category, fol-
lowed by Barisal Cadet College with
- 91.83 pércent and Ideal School and
College with 90.44 percent.

Considering GPA-5, the best
three schools under Chittagong
Education Board this year are
Collegiate School (326), Dr
Khastagir Government Girls' High
School (230) and Bangladesh
Mahila Samity Girls’ High School
and College (165).

In terms of the pass percent-
ages, the best three schools in the
board are Dr Khastagir
Government High School,
Bangladesh Mahila Samity Girls'
High School and College and St
Scholastica Girls' High School.

In Comilla Board, Comilla Zilla
School, Comilla Modern High
School and Nawab Faizunnesa
Government Girls' High School
secured the first three places in
terms of GPA-5 while Chandpur
Hasan Ali Government School,
Ispahani Public School and College
and Our Lady of Fatema Girls' High

GPA-5
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Board, 4,316 in Chittagong Board,
1,659 in Barisal Board and 592 in
Sylhet Board.

The number of GPA-5 holders
increased in all education boards
except Sylhet Board.

The number of GPA-5 achievers
rose by 61.36 per cent in Barisal
Board, 50.15 per cent in Dhaka
Board, 20.17 per cent in Rajshahi
Board, 35.11 per cent in Comilla
Board, 42.90 per cent in Jessore
Board and 23.23 per cent in
Chittagong Board. But the number
of GPA-5 holders fell by 16.97 per
centin Sylhet board.

In Madrasa Board, 10,526 stu-
dents secured GPA-5 this year
while in Technical Education Board
only 57 students got GPA-5. Last
year, 6,889 madrasa students
obtained GPA-5 while only 25
students under the Technical
Education Board attained GPA-5.

Malik powers
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driving with authority.

Malik reached his sixth century,
third against India, in one-day
internationals off 104 balls. His last
one-day century came against
India at Lahore two years ago.

The Indians were scrappy in the
field as they let off Malik twice in
one over from Yusuf Pathan, first
when Chawla grassed one with the
batsman on 116 and then Gautam
Gambhir five runs later.

Malik finally retired hurt after
suffering cramp in his leg. He hit 16
boundaries and a six during his
119-ball knock.

Younis followed him in the next
over when he holed out off Yusuf in
the deep. He hit five boundaries
during his 60-ball knock.

Both Pakistan and India
:l;shed Hong Kong in their earlier

tches 1o qualify for the Super
League stages. F

Monipur

School had the highest pass per-
centages respecuvely.

In Rajshahi Board, Cantonment
Public School and College of Bogra,
Cantonment Public School and
College of Rangpur and Bogra
Government Girls' High School got
the highest GPA-5s respectively.

Bogra Government Girls" High
School, Pabna Zilla School and
Cantonment Public School and
College of Rangpur had the best
pass percentages in the board.

In Jessore Board, Khulna Zilla
School, Kushta Zilla School and
Government Coronation
Secondary Girls' School secured
the top three places in terms of
GPA-S5.

\] Government Secondary
School of Chuadanga, Satkhira

. Government Girls' High School

and Government Laboratory High
School had the best pass percent-
ages.

Based on GPA-5, Barisal
Government Girls' High School,
Barisal Zilla School and Barisal
CadetCollege secured the top three
places under Barisal Board.

Considering pass percentages,
Jhalakathi Government Boys'
Secondary School, Bhola
Government Secondary School
and Banisal Cadet College had the
bestsuccessrates.

In Sylhet Board, Blue Bird High
School topped the chart in both
categories, followed by Jalalabad
Cantonment Public School and
College and Jalalbad Cantonment
Board High School in pass percent-
ages and by Svlhet Government
Pilot High School and Government
Agragami Girls' High School in
GPA-5.

Mayor Minu
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irregularities.

He said the audit reports on
mismanagement and financial
irregularities in the educational
nstitutions have been gathered
from the auditdepartment. “Docu-
ments are being collected from the
institutions concerned.”

Hanif, also the ACC spokesper-
son, said the special team has so far
contacted or planned to contact
Vigarunnisa Noon School and
College, Motijheel Ideal School and
College, Lalmatia Women's
College, Titumir College and
Borhan Uddin College for looking
into financial irregularities, mis-
management, appointment of
principals, teachers and employ-
ees and irregularities in student
admission.

Meanwhile, the ACC is going to
file a case against detained
Rajshahi City Corporation (RCC)
Mayor Mizanur Rahman Minu for
his alleged irregularities in allocat-
ing land for construction of shops
and markets,

The ACC director general told
the press briefing that the commis-
sion has approved the filing of the
case against Minu, also a former
BNPlawmaker.

RCC chief executive officer M
Shahjahan will also be accused in
the case that will be filed under
section 5(2) of the Prevention of
CorruptionAct, 1947.

Responding to queries about
recent remarks of the home adviser
and chairman of the National
Coordination Committee (NCC)
on serious crimes and corruption,
Haniftold the briefing that the NCC
has been created through a govern-
ment circular on March 8 last year
and its legality has been stated in
thecircular.

He said as per the Anti-
Corruption Commission Act, 2004
and Anti-Corruption Commission
Rules, 2007, the ACC could seek
assistance fromanyorganisation.

. Board (BTEB), Lol . g

Chy Alam
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6 months more in jail.

They are on the run now.

The court also ordered the

authorities concerned to confis-
cate Alam's illegal wealth, :
The court acquitted four of his

family members as charges against
them were not proved, but said that

the ACC, which had filed the corrup-
tion case, can send notice to them

asking for their wealth statements.

The acquitted are Alam's wife
Hasina Chowdhury, daughters
Mahmuda Akhter Monica and
Mahfuza Akhter Mukta and son-in-
law Salim Miah.

Chowdhury Alam was handed
down 10 years' rigorous imprison-
ment (RI) for accumulating wealth
illegally and three years' simple
imprisonment for concealing
information about his actual
wealth in the wealth statement
submitted to the ACC. The sen-
tences will run consecutively.

ACC Assistant Director Abdul
Latf filed the case with Khilgaon
Police Station on June 13 last year,
stating that the ward commis-
sioner made a fortune of over Tk
6.94 crore beyond his known
sources of income and concealed
information about his property
worth aboutTk93.29 lakh.

Alam's name was on the first list
of corruption suspects published

by the ACC.
On August 29 last year, a Dhaka

court sentenced Alam to 10 years'
RI for extorting Tk 20 lakh from a

market owner in August, 2003.

Biman
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Bangladesh Biman, MA Momen

said the deal with Boeing is a mile-
stonein the historyof Biman.

The ceremony was attended by
a good number of business people
from the US and Bangladesh,
congressional aides, high officials
from the departments of State,
Commerce, Transportation and
Federal Aviation Administration,
US Trade and Development
Agency, and a cross-section of
Bangladeshi expatriates.

Biman on April 22 signed a deal
with Boeing to procure eight new
aircraft--four 777-300ERs and four
787-8s--at a cost of Tk 8,728 crore
($1.26 billion). The deal included an
option on purchasing four more
planes--two 777-300ERs and two
787-8s.

The same day the national flag
carrier also signed amemorandum
of understanding (MoU) with
Boeing on buying two 737-800s.
The MoU also had the option on
purchasing two more 737-800s.

2,272 schools
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Bangladesh Technical Education

The number of schools and
madrasas having cent per cent
success was 1,429 in 2006 and 537
in 2005, statistics of Education
Board Computer Centre show.

Besides, the number of least-
performing institutions in SSC,
Dakhil and SSC (Vocational) exams
has also come down to 91 from
previous year's 248.

Six schools from Dhaka, eight
from Rajshahi, four from Jessore,
two from Chittagong, 11 from
Barisal, three from Sylhet, 17 under
the BTEB and 40 under Madrasa
Board failed to have any successful
candidate this year.

In the Comilla Board, the num-
ber of educational institutions
having no successisnil.

The number ofleast performing
schools and madrasas was 193 in
2006, 424 in 2005, 548 in 2004 and
9791n 2003.

The number of expelled
examinees has also been falling
sharply for thelast five years.

A total of 707 students were
expelled this year, while the num-
ber was 985 last year, 1,291 in 2006,
1,746 1n 2005, 3,381 in 2004, and
13,2171n2003.

Paddling
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school and in the village is nothing
but admiration for Emdad and his
son.

Sabir used to walk the seven
kilometres to the high school
everyday from his home in the
village of Gobindopur until a gen-
erous neighbour donated him a
bicycle.

His poor father could not afford
to buy him textbooks but Sabir
scavenged through the local old
paper recycle shops and bought
the sheets of books salvaged from
there. His teachers donated him
others.

Today Sabir is very grateful for
all the help and encouragement he
received to continue his studies.

His mother, Morzina Begum
told The Daily Star that her hus-
band was often out of wok with hip
pains and Sabir was forced to go
out on his fathers van to earn for
the family.

Abdul Mazed, acting headmas-
ter of his school, is proud of Sabir
whose talent, Mazed says, is God
gifted. The school exempted his
tuition fees and helped out in other
ways.

His teachers say he has been a
polite and hard working boy all
along.

Sabir wishes to be a doctor in
future but for now he wants to
study in Notredame College in
Dhaka. However he is not sure if
poverty will prevent him from
doingso.

Despite all odds Sabir has come
out with flying colours in the
exams, but he is wary ofhis dreams,
as heis not sure ifits only tears that

await him in his pursue of higher
studies.

Govt wants
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Referring to the achievements of

the BNP-Jamaat-led alliance gov-
ernment, Khaleda said, "Now the
economy has seen a slide and the
GDP has come down to 5 percent
from7 percent.”

Coming back to local govern-
ment polls, she said BNP wants
other elections too but those will
have to be held after the parliament
elections.

Demanding overseas treatment
of her detained sons and all other
detained ailing politicians includ-
ing Awami League leader
Mohammad Nasim, the BNP chief
said, "All citizens of the country are
equal to me and all the detained

politicians who received overseas

treatment earlier and seek treat-
ment now should besentabroad.”
COURTPROCEEDINGS

As the court sat at 10:10am yester-
day, the prosecution said they
wanted to open the case since the
day was fixed for charge framing.

But opposing the prosecution,
the defence attorneys said they
would move to the High Court (HC)
against the special court's rejection
of the defence petition for adjourn-
mentofthe Niko graft case.

Judge Kamal Uz-zaman asked
the defence to let the court move
with the case as the case is excep-
tional.

But the defence lawyers sought
adjournment again, saying the
hearing on charge framing would
be infructuous (ineffective) if the
HC stays the trial proceeding.

The defence lawyers told the
court that they yesterday received
the HC order saying the petition
would be dealt with when the HC
resumes on June 29 after the sum-
mer vacaton.

The prosecution said the
defence can surely go to the higher
court but there was no obstacle to
opening the case yesterday. They

Govt to beef
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Chambers of Commerce and

Industry (FBCCI) and other trade
bodies, Palli Karma Sahayak
Foundation (PKSF), Bangladesh
[nstitute of Development Studies
(BIDS), Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD), Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and
importers and suppliers of essential
commodites.

Noting that coordinated market
monitoring can bring down prices of
essenfial commodites to a great
extent, the adviser said, "We're going
to lurther strengthen the market
_rﬁonimrin SO we could glean market
|
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keep themarketstable," hesaid.

Pointing to rice-price differences
between the local market and the
internanonal market, he said, "Rice
prices on the international market
are very high; butin Bangladesh they
arenotso steep.”

On food safety, Zillur said the
government has 9 lakh tonnes of rice
In 1ts warehouses across the country;,
adding that 3 lakh tonnes more
would be imported from India by the
endofnextmonth.

"So, food reserves are enough to
deal with any situation on the local
market,"” hesaid.

The adviser said the government
will prioritise the upcoming Aman
cultivation like the Boro crop in order
to ensure abumper harvest.

Pointing to arecent IMF reporton
wheat prices, he said prices of the
corn would go down soon as the
prices were increased on specula-
tion.

SSC exams result
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56,042 students came out successful
with pass percentage of 73.00 and
3,679 GPA-5.

[n Jessore Board, 75,209 students
or 71.43 percent were successful with
4,079 GPA-5 achievers. Chittagong
Board has seen 39,944 examinees
passed with success rate of 72.62
percentand 4,316 GPA-5.

In Bansal Board, 33,458 students
became successful with pass per-
centage 68.77, while number of GPA-
5 achievers is 1,659. Under Sylhet
Board 17,100 students came out
successful with the pass percentage
0f53.88and 592 GPA-5.

The madrasa board produced
tremendous good results among the
nine boards with a pass rate of 82.06
percent. About 1.48 lakh students
came out successful and of them,
5.83 percent or 10,526 students
obtained GPA-5,

The vocational board scored a
pass rate of 62.88 percent. Some
51,801 students passed the exam,
while 57 students or 0.7 percent got
GPA-5,

Science students have marked a
significant progress with 84.32 per-
cent pass rate, while the rate in
humanities group is 59.85 percent
and 75.82 percent in business studies
and commerce group.

Like the previous years, schools in
urban areas, especially in metropoli-
tan cities, dominated the GPA-5
category and hundred percent pass
record.
~ Among the top ten GPA-5 secur-
Ing schools, ten are in the capital,
eight in Rangpur, Bogra, and Pabna
under Rajshahi Board, six in Comilla,
Feni and Noakhali under Comilla,
nine in Khulna, Kushtia, Jessore and
satkhira under Jessore, six in
Chittagong Sadar and Double
Mooring under Chittagong, ten in
Barisal, Patuakhali, Bhola, Jhalakathi
and Pirojpur under Barisal, and nine
in Sylhet, Habiganj, Sunamganj and
Sreemangalunder Sylhet Board.

Ideal School and College pro-
duced highest 767 GPA-5 achievers
followed by Vigarunnisa Noon
School with 678 and Monipur High
Schoolwith 652,

said they have been stuck at the
point from where they started.
They appealed to the court for
openingthe case.

When the court asked the prose-
cution to open the case the defence
said, "If you [the judge| open the
case in this way, it might seem to us
that we will not get justice from
you.,"

After about 30 minutes of
heated exchanges, the court
adjourned the hearing on charge
framing and fixed July 7 as the next
date forit.

Eight other accused in the case
including former law minister
barrister Moudud Ahmed and
former state minister AKM
Mosharraf Hossain were also pro-
duced before the court yesterday.

On December 9 last year, the
Anti-Corruption Commission filed
the case with Tejgaon Police Station
against Khaleda and 10 others for
abusing power in awarding a gas
exploration and extraction deal to
Canadian company Niko.

Rohingya

FROM PAGE 16

The visit was tentatively scheduled
to take place last year but, for
unavoidable circumstances, was
postponed, according to an offi-
cial.

The ambassador said General
Maung Aye 1s likely to visit
Bangladesh by the end of this year.

The CA said Bangladesh is
interested in early conclusion of
farming agreement with Myanmar
for using its arable land for cooper-
ationin the field ofagriculture.

He also stressed the need for
cooperation between the two
countries for direct banking
arrangement and enriching ship-
pinglinkto promote trade.

On road link, the CA said
Bangladesh is keen to open the
trans-border land route through
Myanmar to China, which will help
the peopleintheregion.

The envoy said road link will
facilitate trade and people-to-
people contact as well. He said
Myanmar has indicated China
about the tripartite road link.

The CA said annual consulta-
tion between Bangladesh and
Myanmar will be held regularly for
further strengthening the bilateral
relations.

The envoy thanked the chief

adviser for sending relief materials
to Myanmar soon after the power-
ful cyclone ‘Nargis™ hit the country
in May.
The CA expressed hearlfcilt
Sympathy for (Hé Pebple 0Of
Myanmar and their government
over deaths, injuries and wide-
spread loss of property in the
cyclone. “Bangladesh, as a next-
door neighbour, will stand beside
Myanmar in its challenging time,”
he said.

He also expressed his gratitude
as Myanmar had sent rice to
Bangladesh after cyclone 'Sidr,
according to CA's Press Secretary
Syed Fahim Munaim

Jagannath Hall
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Some 500 students of the hall's
rundown East Building, which was
identified as too frail to weather an
earthquake and declared unsafe
for living in 2006, would be shifted
tothe newone.

Felling of the trees for the pro-
posed structure however has
drawn ire from many a campus
resident and green activists. They
believe the building could be built
without having to hack down the
old trees lining the Udayan School
wall.

"All they [authorities] need is a
good intention to spare the trees
that would not hamper construc-
tion of the proposed building.
Maybe they are cutting those down
for financial gains,” said Ramesh
Chandra, astudentofthe hall.

Hall Provost Prof Ajoy Kumar
Das said the decision to wipe out
the trees was taken by a committee
that comprises experts from the
university's arboriculture and
otherdepartments concerned.

"The committee has decided to
cut down only the trees that must
be felled for the construction. The
project would stop if the students
feel they don't need the building at
the expense of the trees," said Prof
Ajoy, talking to The Daily Star over
phoneyesterday.

"If the trees next to the bound-
ary wall are not felled now, they
might come crashing down on the
new building in future since there
is no alternative to severing their
roots to set up the basement,” he
added.

Students will form a human
chain at the hall compound today
to demand that the authorities
construct the proposed structure
leaving the trees untouched.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Paribesh Andolan (Bapa) yesterday
condemned the cutting down of
trees on Jagannath Hall premises
on the pretext of solving the seat
Crisis.

In a press release, it demanded
rearrangement of the construction
site so the old trees need not be cut
down. Besides, it said, the authori-
ties should take into consideration
the position of the pond.

Dedicated to protecting and
preserving the natural environ-
ment, the organisation also
demanded an eco-friendly master
plan for the development work on
DU campus.

82pc pass Dakhil
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terms of GPA 5 achievers among
nine education boards,

The number of male students
having GPA 5 under the Madrasa
Board stands at 8,003 while 2,523

female students secured GPA 5

“under the board this year.

The pass percentage among
male students under the Madrasa
Board stands at 84.21 per cent
while it is 79.47 per cent among
female students.

Of 98,721 male candidates,
83,129 passed while among 81,864
female examinees 65,057 passed
under the board.

Of the 82,375 students who took
the SSC (vocational) exams, 51,801
passed. Fernale students have
performed better than males only
intheTechnical Education Board.

The pass rate among female
students under the board is 63.37
per cent while it is 62.67 per cent
among male students,

Out of 57,262 male candidates
under the board, 35,888 passed
while among 25,113 female
examinees 15,913 passed.

Of the 57 GPA 5 achievers under
the board, 33 are male and 24 are
female.

ID card errors
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list forr the DCC areas, they

expressed their dissatisfaction with
the errors on their ID cards.
LOCATIONS OF SERVER ROOMS
Server rooms are set up at Science
Laboratory army camp for voters of
ward no - 86, 48 to 52 of
Dhanmondi, Hajaribagh, New
Market and Mohammadpur thana,
at Lalbagh army camp and Lalbagh
Model School and College for ward
no -59 to 67 of Lalbagh thana and
only ward no -58 of Hajaribagh
thana, at Khilgaon army camp and
Mohakhali Community Centre for
ward no-22to 26 of Khilgaon thana,
at Tejgaon army camp (MP Hostel
premises) for ward no- 53 to 55 of
Ramna thana, ward no- 56 and 57
of Shahbag thana, ward no- 38 to 40
of Tejgaon thana, ward no- 20 and
37 of Tejgaon Industrial areas and
ward no- 53 of Motijheel Thana, at
Mirpur ward no -10 community
centre for the voters of ward no- 2
to 15 of Mirpur, Pallabi and Shah Ali
thana, at Mohammadpur city
college for ward no- 41 to 47 of
Mohammadpur and Adabar thana,
at Sutrapur Abdur Rahim commu-
nity centre for the voters of ward
no- 68 to 73 of Kotwali thana and
ward no- 7410 82 of Sutrapur thana,
Jatrabari Panchayet community
centre for ward no- 84 to 86 of
Jatrabari thana, at Sabujbag com-

munity centre for ward n6- 27 to 30

of Sabujbag thana, at Motjheel
AGB colony club for the voters of
ward no- 30 to 35 of Motjheel
thana and ward no- 36 of Paltan
thana, Uttara Haji camp for ward
no- 1 of Airport and Uttara thana,
and ward no- 17 and 21 of Badda
thana, at the Army stadium at
Banani for ward no-15 and
Cantonment Board of Dhaka can-
tonment, and ward no- 17 of
Khilkhet thana, at Senpara Adarsha
Biddalay for ward no- 4, 14, 15 and
16 of Kafrul thana and at Banani
community centre for the regis-
tered voters of ward no- 18 to 20 of
Gulshan thana.

Pintu, Hannan
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Theothers accused in the case who
are now In jail are Mufti Hannan's
brother Mohibullah alias Mofizur
Rahman alias Ovi, Sharif Shahidul
Islam alias Bipul, Maulana Abu
Sayeed alias Dr Abu Zafar, Abul
Kalam Azad alias Bulbul, Jahangir
Alam, Maulana Abu Taher,
Shahadatullah Jewel, Hossain
Ahmed Tamim, Mufti Moinuddin
Sheikh alias Abu Zandal alias
Masum Billah, Arif Hasan Sumon,
Rafiqul Islam Sabuj and
Mohammad Ujjal alias Ratan.

The eight accused who are
absconding are Pintu's brothers
Maulana Tajuddin, Maulana Liton,
Anisul Mursalin and his brother
Mahibul Muttakin, Igbal, Maulana
Abu Bakar alias Selim Howlader,
Jahangir Alam Badar and Khalilur
Rahman.

Assistant superintendent of
police (ASP) of the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID)
Fazlul Kabir, also the investigation
officer (10) of the case, submitted
the charge sheet against the
accusedonjJunell.

Of the arrestees, eight gave their
confessional statements under
section 164 of the Criminal
Procedure Code.

Adayatterthe grenade attackon
the AL rally on August 21, 2004, the
police filed two cases -- one for
murder and another under the
Explosive Substances Act -- with
Motijheel Police Station.

On June 5 last year, Badar Aziz
Uddin of Cox's Bazar filed another
case with the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court, Dhaka charg-
ing former premier Khaleda Zia,
her son Tarique Rahman, Jamaat
Ameer Motiur Rahman Nizami and
25 others with murder.

However, the 10 Fazlul Kabir,
did not find any links between
themand the incident,

The 10 submitted the charge
sheets of the cases filed by the
police, accusing 22 persons in each
case,

The 10 also prayed for discharg-
Ing 34 arrestees including Ju) Miah,
Shafiqul Islam and Abul Kashem
who had given confessional state-
ments admitting their guilt during
the investigation of the cases.

Govt officials blamed
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in the world do not have guaran-
teed access to water and more than
2.6 billion are without adequate
sanitation.

Due to overuse and pollution,
water-based ecosystems are con-
sidered the world's most degraded
natural resource, it notes, adding
that water scarcity already affects
local regions on every continent,
and by 2025 more than 3 billion
people could be living in water-
stressed countries.

In developing countries, about
80 percent of health problems can
be linked to inadequate water and
sanitation that claim lives of nearly
1.8 million children every year and
lead to loss of an estimated 443
million school days for the kids
suffering from water-related ail-
ments.

Talking about the nature of
corruption in Bangladesh, Prof
Muzalter Ahmad, chairman of TIB
board of trustees, told The Daily
Star, “Laxity of Wasa, Rajuk, Dhaka
City Corporation and other devel-
opment authorities concerned in
dredging rivers and canals, repair-
ing a road, installing sewage pipes
etc remains the key contributor to
corruption.”

Asset-stnpping, which is sec-
ond largest corruption, includes
illegal grabbing of rivers and land
and not using as much boulders or
sand needed fordams, he added.

With abuse of power being the
third biggest corruption, the graft
chart has bribery and fraud (6.1
percent each) and extortion (3
percent) as other contributors.

"Another category of corruption
in urban areas involves encroach-
ment of the lakes and rivers flowing
through cities especially Dhaka,”
the report reads.

[llegal occupation of the shore-
line in Dhaka's Gulshan-Banani-
Baridhara Lake threatens the lake's
vVeryexistence.

In one case of derequisition, 31
acres along the lake were due to be

N Korea
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welcomed the handover but

cautioned that Pyongyang had
much more to do.

Bush said Thursday he will lift
key trade sanctions against North
Korea and remove it from the US
terrorism blacklist, a remarkable
turnaround in policy toward the
communist regime he once
branded as part of an "axis of
evil." -

#w=The United. States..has. no
illusions abourt the regime,"” Bush
said in a statement that he read to
reportersin the Rose Garden.

"There 1s still more work to be
done in order for North Korea to
end its isolation,” spokeswoman
Dana Perino said, adding that the
United States nevertheless would
begin work in 45 days to remove
its blacklisting of North Korea.

‘It must dismantle all of its
nuclear facilities, give up its
separated plutonium, and resolve
outstanding questions on its
highly enriched uranium and
proliferation activities, " she said.

"It must end these activities in
a fully verifiable way.”

reclaimed from grabbers. But
individuals with political links
easily took out court injunctions
against the reclamation, the report
notes,

“With connivance of the gov-
ernment officials, a syndicate of
land grabbers has long been active
in the business of securing prime
sites in the city by filling lakeshore
with earth and building structures
overnight.”

Officials in the Capital
Development Authority (CDA) are
often found to be working in tan-
dem with grabbers and it is the
main failure to demarcate, develop
and conserve water bodies crucial
for Dhaka's environment, water
supply and drainage, the Tl report
said,

Citing lack of coordination in
plans of different government
agencies, Prof Muzaffer said,
“Their planning is not proper.
Urbanisation according to Rajuk's
plan and hill cutting in Chittagong
have destroyed canals and led to
water-logging.”

“See what's going on over the
Begunbari-Hatirjheel canal. The
role that influential BGMEA is
playing there too is a corruption,”
he added.

Inefficiency was responsible for
about 30-50 percent wastage of
fundsin different water projects.

Talking about solutions to water
crisis, he said, “We have to consider
alternatives in terms of ecological
aspects.”

He suggested installation of
plants for waste water recycling,
desalinisation, and rain water
harvesting.

To ensure proper share of water
from the trans-boundary rivers,
Prof Muzaffer suggested signing of
a multinational deal by Nepal,
China, Bhutan, India and
Bangladesh.

Hasina's right ear
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Hasinawentto Orlando in Florida
for further check-up. Dr Michael
B Fosi has asked that the AL chief
to see him in September for fol-
low-up treatment. He will also
examine the AL chief in
September whether there is any
side effect in her ears or not, the
reportsaid.

The former prime minister's
ears were badly damaged in a
grisly grenade attack on an
Awami League rally in the capital
on August 21, 2004. At least 24
people were killed and 200 others
were injured in the attack. =

The government freed Hasina
on June 11 to facilitate her treat-
mentabroad. She wentto the USA
the following morning.

Hasina flew to Toronto,
Canada, on Wednesday. She
arrived at Toronto Airport at zero
hour and was received by her
daughter Saima Wazed Putul and
sister Sheikh Rehana. Rehana
arrived in Toronto from London a
few days ago to invite Hasina to
attend her son's marriage cere-
mony in UK.

Hasina might stay with her
daughter for a week and then fly
to London.

Twin bombings
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office of mayor Kamal al-Abdali as he

was huddled in ameeting with mem-
bers of an anti-Qaeda "Awakening”
grouparoundnoon (0900 GMT).

"Abdali was one of those killed in
the attack,"” Ayash said.

A security ofhicial in the defence
ministry confirmed that at least 20
people were killed and 20 more were
woundedin the attack.

The bombing marked the second
attack on a municipal office in Irag
thisweek.

On Tuesday, the office of the
district advisory council of
Baghdad's Shia enclave of Sadr City
was bombed In an attack which
killed four Americans -- two soldiers
and two civilianemployees.

The violence in Garma came just
days before Anbar province, once a
hotbed of Sunni militancy, was due
to be transferred by the US military to
the control of Iraqi security forces.

The country's largest province
was the epicentre of a brutal Sunni
Arab-led fightagainst the US military
after the fall of Saddam Hussein's
regime1n 2003.

In the early vears of the insur-
gency, US forces fought raging battles
in the province, especially in the
capital Ramadiandin Fallujah.

Fallujah became a S}TI'ILOI of the
ultra-violent insurgency before it
was virtually razed to the ground in
November 2004 by a US military
assault launched to seize control of
the city.

The violence Anbar began to ebb
in late 2006 when local Sunni tribes,
weary of al-Qaeda’s extremism and
brutal methods, switched allegiance
and formed acommon front to chase
themout.

The front became known as
Sahwa or "Awakening”. Most of its
members are former Sunni Arab
insurgents who fought US forces
afterthe fall of Saddam.

But since they sided with the US
troops in late 2006, violence has
fallen dramatically in Anbar, making
the province a symbol of stability in
[raq.

A car bomb, meanwhile, ripped
throughnorthern Iraq's restive city of
Mosul, killing 18, Iraqgi and US offi-
cials said.

The US military said initial
reports indicated that 17 Iraqi civil-

1ans and a policeman were killed,
while 71 civilians and nine police-

men were wounded in the car bomb

attack. ,

An Iraqi police officer, who asked
he not to be named, said insurgents
first fired several rockets into the Bab
al-Tob market in the centre of Mosul
ataround 1:00 pm (1000 GMT).

Provincial governor Duraid
Mohammed Kashmula then toured
the market to assess the damage
when a car bomb exploded in the
VICINitY.

Kashmula survived the bombing,
the officeradded. |

US commanders have said that
[raq's third largest city is the coun-
try's last urban bastion of al-Qaeda.
Iraqi troops backed by the US mili-
tary launched a major offensive on
May 14 to chase thejihadistsout.

Nepali PM quits
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joined hundreds of other assembly
members showing their approval
of Koirala's resignation by banging
on the tables in the massive assem-
bly hall.

Nepal's Maoists, who have 220
seats In the assembly, twice as
many as Congress but justless than
a majority, welcomed the veteran
premier's resignation.

"We are glad he finally did it. We
have been demanding his resigna-
tion as it had been a stumbling
block for the leaders trying to reach
consensus,” Maoist spokesman
Krishna Bahadur Mahara told AFP

“The resignation is a step towards
the formation of the government
underourleadership,” he said.

Koirala's party is likely to
remain outside the new govern-
ment that will be led by the former
rebels, Congress officials have said,
and the veteran will not stand for
election as president.

Koirala and Prachanda, whose
name means “the fierce one," are
credited with ending a decade-long
civil war that killed at least 13,000
people until it was ended in a 2006
peace deal,

The rebels launched their "peo-
ple's war” with the aim of to pling
the monarchy and establishing a
communist republic, but since the
2006 peace deal, they have said
they will follow democratic norms
andnotreturn to war.
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