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Mohibul Islam: An expatriate artist with a
soul rooted in home

Freedom Fighter (top), an artwork by
Mohammad Mohibul Islam; the artist
showing his paintings to a visitor (right)
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AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh
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[tis natural for an artist to have an affinity
to his country and its history. Mohammad
Mohibul Islam, an artist now living in
Canada, is no exception. Though he is far
-‘from home, he is firmly rooted to Bangla-
desh.

Islam's forte is historical movements,
ranging from Tebhagha to Liberation War.
Alongside he has expressed his thoughts
through his paintings in his over two
decade-long career.

Mohibul Islam, son of late Nurul Islam
and late Kohinoor Begum, was born in
Mymensingh town in 1967. He studied at

the local Mrityunjay School and passed his by the National Book Centre, Dhaka. He has won several na_tmnal and interna- | ouer sought recognition,” Mohibul
SSC in 1984. He obtained his pre-degree also attended workshops on printmaking tional awards including a Japan Award in 4404
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10th Calligraphy

Organisers: Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy and

(BFA) from Institute of Fine Arts (IFA),
University of Dhaka in 1987 and did his
BFA degree in printmaking from the same
institution in 1990. He went on to obtain
his MFA degree in printmaking from Visva-
Bharati University in India in 1995 under a
government scholarship. _In 2002, he
moved toGanada. ,

Now faunder and director. of Nandonik

L. et "'

Fine Arts Institute in Dhaka, Islam works
in different mediums, including pencil
sketch, painting, acrylic and printmaking,.

The artist has participated in several
workshops to hone his artistic skills. He
participated in a cartoon workshop iIn
1991 and a workshop on book designing
and illustration in 1992 -- both organised

Family Game Show: Ononya
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Solo Art
Exhibition

Title; Form of Nature

Artist: Asit-Uz-Zaman

Venue: Dots Contemporary Arl
Centre, 191/A, Haque Tower
(2nd floor), Tejgaon-Gulshan
Link Road, Tejgaon VA

Date: June 20-27

Time: 11am-8pm

organised by Bangladesh Shilpakala Acad
emy in 1993 and a workshop on puppetry
in 1998.

[slam had his first solo exhibition In
Mymensingh in 1984 when he was a stu-
dent. Later he held another solo exhibition
at Uppsala in Sweden in 1986. Pleased with
the response; he arrapnged twa other solo
exhibitions in Sweden in 1987 and 1990.

He had his fifth solo exhibition in Kolkata,
West Bengal, in 1995. Bangladesh National
Museum and Alliance Francaise De Dacca
also organised his solo exhibitions in 1996
in 2002 respectively.

The artist has so far visited India, Paki-
stan, Russia, Denmark and Singapore.

His talents have not gone unnoticed. He

Title: The Limitless
Luminosity of Lines

(old), Dhanmondl
Date: June 23-July 13

Time: 12pm-Bpm

1982; Worldwide Art Award (England) in
1984; Seoul Art Award in 1983; Shahtab
Award (Mymensingh) in 1977; Indian
Young Artist Poster Contest Award in 1995;
Presidential Scholarship Award, Georgia,
USA in 1997 and Japanese Municipal Gov-
ernment Award in 2000,

Islam's paintings have been collected
by many prestigious offices and organisa-
tions like The White House in Washington,
Writer's Building in Kolkata, Law and
Foreign Affairs Ministries in Dhaka,
Embassy of the Republic of Korea in
Dhaka, Bangladesh National Museum,
Bangladesh Agricultural University, Ban-
gladesh Shishu Academy, Alliance
Francaise De Dacca and more.

Talking to this correspondent, Islam
asserted that that many of his paintings
have been bought by amateur collectors of
Bangladesh, England, Japan, Sweden,
Korea, Denmark, Finland, Pakistan, India,
Germany, Canada, USA, Russia, Norway,
Netherlands and Thailand.

A visiting artist in America and in Singa-
pore in 1997 and 2001, Islam continues to
be inspired by the Bangladeshilandscape.

Islam, also the founder Craft Centre in
Toronto, becomes nostalgic as he remem-
bers his teachers and guides in Bangladesh
and West Bengal: Qayyum Chowdhury,
Mohammed Kibria, Safiuddin Ahmed,
Mostafa Monwar, Hamiduzzaman Khan,
Abul Barq Alvi, Rafiqunnabi, Sanat Kar,

Lald Shah, Dharma 'Narayan i Da8'Gdpta 'V

and Nirmalendu Das. He also reminisces
the days gone by when his mother was his
primary painting teacher. "My mother
inspired me to draw pictures and [ wish to
set up a Public Arts Institution in
Mymensingh in her memory. As a staff of
Mymensingh Medical College Hospital,
my mother rendered services to the
wounded freedom fighters in 1971 but

Solo Exhibition

Artist: Safiuddin Ahmed
Venue: Bengal Gallery of
Fine Arts, H 275/F, Rd 27

Lifetime Achievement Award
for Lata Mangeshkar, Dilip
Kumar and Tapan Sinha

& Entertdinment
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Lata Mangeshkar

Four top film personalities will
be conferred with the 'One
Time Award for Life Time

of the Indian Independence
Day. These include noted
playback singer Lata
Mangeshkar, thespian Dilip
Kumar, filmmaker Tapan Sinha
and Kannada film actress
Saroja Devi.

Since Tapan Sinha is not in
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02:00 Prem-ey Pran Gaaney
03:30 Drama Serial: Moyur Bahon
04:00 Nongor

04:30  Stop n Rock

05:15 Young Craze

06:00 Saa Bela

06:30 Top News

07:00 Rong Berong

08:15 Drama Sernal: Moyur Bahon
09:00 Mon Ban

09:30 Bioscope

11:00  One Glamour
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10:05 Documentary Programme: Ekti
bangladesh

10:30  Tagore Song

12:05 Drama: Mon Harabar Din

01:05 Musical Programme: Prio Shilpi
Shera Gean o

04:00 Drama: Polatok

05:00 Cartoon 2\

06:00 Chitro Geeli

07:30  Selected Programme

08:00 Drama Seral; Kaanch Ghar

09:00 Drama Seral: Phera Holo Na

10:30 BSB Cambrian Challenge

HBO

09:30  Hollywood Spotiight : Edward
Norton

10:00 The Perfect Storm

12;30  Big Daddy

02:30 Philadelphia

Achieyement’ o the occasion

the best of health, the Gover-
nor of West Bengal would
confer the award to him at his
residence in_Kolkata

with mnnaﬁm "B?l'ﬂ :
casting Minister Priya Ranjan
Dasmunshi. President ofIndia,
Pratibha Patil would be hon-
ouring the remaining three
personalities at a later date.
While Lata Mangeshkar and

introduction, filmmaker
Tapan Sinha is mostly known
for his films like Kabulivala,

. Uphaar and Safed Haatht: On "

the other hand, Saroja Deviisa 1
popular actress down South '=
having acted in quite a few

Tamil, Malayalam, and Telugu

filmsin the "50sand '60s.
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