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- Nato strikes militants
hiding in Pakistan

4 killed as Pak militants fired rockets into Afghanistan

AP, AFP, Kabul

Nato launched a pair of artillery
strikes across the border into
Pakistan after attackers hiding there
fired a barrage of rockets into
Afghanistan that killed a woman
and three children, officials said
yesterday.

 The cross-border fighting could
heighten diplomatic tension over
Pakistan's inability to stop Islamic
militants from operating from its
territory  and whether forces in
Afghanistan have the right to strike
back.

Some 20 rockets slammed the
area in two separate incidents, with
five of them coming from inside
Pakistan, Nato's International

Security Assistance Force (Isaf) said
Inastatement,

Afghanistan's defence ministry
said in a statement 13 rockets were
fired from across the border on Nato
and Afghan army bases in Khost.

Nato said five rockets were fired
atone ol its bases in Khost province
overnight. Atleastone hita house in
Kunday, a small village that sits
between two military bases, Killing
the woman and three children,
Another hit a Nato base, wounding
anAfghan man, the alliance said.

An Associated Press reporter saw
the bodies of two of the slain chil-
dren before relatives carried the
three caskets, draped in colourful
cloths, to a graveyard for burial
Sundaymorning.

Nato sald its forces responded
"In self-defence” to the attack "with
artillery fire on the launch site
located abour 300 meters (vards)
inside Pakistan.”

In an earlier attack Saturday
alternoon, three rounds of "indirect
fire" which often refers to mortar or
rocket attacks landed near a Nato
outpost in neighbouring Paktika
province, the alliance said. Three
more landed in an Afghan army
compound. No casualties were
reported.

Nato said those rounds also
came from inside Pakistan and
responded with artillery fire.

Pakistan's military was notified
immediately after each of the
attacks, itsaid.

Afghan and US officials blame
surging violence in Afghanistan in
part on efforts by the new Pakistani
government to make peace with
militants on its side of the moun-
tainous frontier.

Last year, more than 8,000 peo-
plewerekilled in insurgency-related
attacks the most since the 2001 US-
led invasion and violence has
claimed more than 1,700 lives so far
this year.

Pakistan's army has pulled back
some forces from its lawless tribal
areas, where al-Qaeda and the
Taliban find refuge, and has largely
held fire during the peace talks a
pause critics say has allowed insur-
gents to intensify strikes into
Afghanistan.
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Indian troops kill 4
cross-border
rebels in

Kashmir

AFP, Srinagar

Indian troops shot dead four mili-
tants on Saturday in revolt-hit
Kashmir after the rebels snuck
across a militarised border from
adjoining Pakistan, police said.

[he rebels were killed in a
‘fierce gunbattle with (Indian)
soldiers after they ignored
repeated orders to surrender,”
police saidinastatement.

The clash occurred in frontier
Kupwara district.

"By killing these four militants,
the security forces have foiled an
infiltration attempt by the mili-
tants to cross the LOC," police said,
referring to the Line of Control that
splits Kashmir between India and
Pakistan,

India accuses Pakistan of arm-
ing and funding militants in
Kashmir, the subject of two of the
three wars between the two uneasy
neighbourssince 1947.

Islamabad denies the charge.
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PHOTO: AFP

Indian troops search the house after an encounter with alleged Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) militants at Burzahama on the
outskirts of Srinagar yesterday. The encounter broke out in the morning when a joint search party of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and local police was fired upon by militants hiding in a house in the locality.

Nepalese students set on fire a motorcycle as they shout anti-government slogans during a students' protest over
the price hike of petroleum products in Kathmandu yesterday. The students were demanding a 50 percent discount

on transportation in public vehicles.

PHOTO. AFP

‘Pak troops infiltrated,
intfluenced by
Taliban militants’

PTI, London

The Pakistani Frontier Corps has
been heavily infiltrated and influ-
enced by Taliban militants, accord-
ing to classified US documents
appeared in adaily here yesterday.
There are "box loads" of reports
of the troops joining militants in
attacks on coalition forces, the
classified US 'after-action’ reports,
compiled following clashes on
Pakistan-Afghan border, said.
"The United States and Nato
have substantial information on
this problem. It's taking place at a
variety of places along the border
with the Frontier Corps giving
direct and indirect assistance,” the

report in The Observer quoted an
unnamed American official as
saying.

‘I'm not saying it is everyone.
There are some parts that have
been quite helpful, But if you have
seen the after-action reports of
their involvement in attacks along
the Afghan border you would
appreciate the problem."

The US documents reportedly
describe the direct involvement of
Frontier Corps troops in attacks on
the Afghan National Army and
coalition forces, and also about
detailed attacks launched so close
to Frontier Corps outposts that
Pakistani co-operation with the
Talibanisassumed.

No compromise on
nuke programme .

Says Musharraf

THE DAWN, Islamabad

Pakistan's nuclear programme will
continue unabated and it will notbe
compromised, according to
President Pervez Musharaf.
Speaking at a meeting with
Director-General of the Strategic
Planning Division Lt-Gen (retd)
Khalid Ahmad Kidwai, who called
on him at the Army House in
Rawalpindi on Saturday, the presi-

dent said there would be no com-
promise over national nuclear
capability and minimum deter-
rencewould be maintained.

Gen Kidwai updated the presi-
dent on Pakistan's strategic
programmes, spokesman for the
president Maj-Gen (retd) Rashid
Qureshisaid.

Referring to reports about
Pakistan's nuclear programme, the
president said the country's indig-
enous nuclear programme was

under strict safeguards.

He urged the western media to
stop its malicious propaganda
campaign against the country's
peaceful nuclear programme.

President Musharraf said that
the natonal missile programme
would be strengthened. Gen Kidwai
briefed the President on strategic
issues, adding that the briefing was
similarto theonegiven to the prime
minister.

'Pakistan to hold talks
with Kashmiri leaders
betore dialogue'

PTI, Islamabad

Pakistan will hold talks with
Kashmiri separatist leaders before
starting the next round of the
Composite Dialogue with India
later this month, Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi
has said.

As Hurriyat Chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq and other separatist
leaders arrived in Pakistan yester-
day, Qureshi noted that he had
invited them to exchange views

his return from Uganda that this
would bea "good omen to promote
the cause of the Kashmiris in a
better and effective way".

Qureshi, who attended a meet-
ing of the Organisation of the
Islamic Conference in the Ugandan
capital Kampala recently, said the
representatives of Kashmiris from
both sides of the Line of Control
(LoC) participated in the meet.

Qureshiwill be accompanied by
a six-member delegation compris-
ing senior officials and recently

No military solution to
Lanka conflict: India

AFP, PTI, Colombo

India has signalled to Sri Lanka that
itwants to seean end to theisland's
military campaign to help solve the
decades-old Tamil separatist con-
flict, diplomats and officials said
yesterday.

In closed-door talks over the
weekend with Sri Lankan
President Mahinda Rajapakse and
top officials, India's National
Security Adviser MK Narayanan
said New Delhi wanted to see
renewed political efforts to bring
peace.

“I'he Indian delegation made it
clear that they did not believe a
military solution was possible,” a
diplomatic source close to the
delegation said. "The delegation
was keen that there should be a
political solution.”

Narayanan, together with

India’s Foreign Secretary

Shivshankar Menon and Defence
Secretary Vijay Singh, also met with

the leader of the Tamil National
Alliance (TNA), seen as a political
wingoftheTamil Tigers.

The delegation also met three
other Tamil leaders separately and
stressed the need for Tamil unity to
negotiate with the Sinhalese-
majority government, one of the
Tamil politicians said.

Dharmalingam Sithadthan, the
head of the Tamil Democratic
People's Liberarion Front, said the
Indian team was concerned that
minority Tamil parties were badly
split, affecting their negotiating
position.

"They came to talk about the
conflict. They are worried that we
are not united,” Sithadthan told
AFP. "India is keen on a political
solution.”

He said the delegation was also
concerned about the hardships of
the minority Tamil community as a
result of tighter security measures
following a spate of Tamil Tiger
bomb attacks.

The Sri Lankan government
believes it has the upper hand after
driving Tigers out of the multi-
ethnic eastern province last year,
and is currently trying to wrest
control over the defacto mini-state
oftherebels in the north.

The government formally with-
drew from a Norwegian-arranged
truce in January and stepped up
attacks against the Tigers.

Since then, 4,339 rebels have
been killed by security forces while
399 security personnel have also
died in combat over the same
period, according to defence min-
istry figures,

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka's military
has launched a campaign to track
down and arrest up to 12,000 army
deserters who failed to take advan-
tage of a government amnesty, a
spokesman said Sunday.

“About 5,000 responded to the
general amnesty we had from May
2 to the 30th,” Brigadier Udaya
Nanayakkarasaid.
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