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Toll paying commuters suffer
as Natore-Sirajganj road
rundown in five years

ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi

Five years into opening, the coun-
try's first and longest ‘toll road
connecting Natore and Sirajgan) on
Rajshahi-Dhaka Highway has
become risky for thousands of
commuters due to substandard
construction and poor mainte-
nance.

Pitch and carpeting on the 55-
km road started to be dislocated
and large craters appeared within
one year of its inauguration in May

2003, locals and Roads and
Highways Department (RHD)
officials said, adding that some
27km of the highway is now hard
for vehicles to ply.

In five years, the road authori-
ties earned over Tk 12.70 crore as
toll with around Tk 71,000 daily
average collection from movement
of 2000 vehicles. But the road with
large potholes, craters and ditches
is now causing one-hour sufferings
to passengers from and to the
Capital.
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In the rainy seasons, the situa-
tion turns worse as rainwater
remains stagnant on the holes for
days together.

Drivers have to struggle to avoid
large potholes. At times, they use
the adjoining lanes meant for use
by rickshaws and vans.

The road also causes transport
owners count additonal money for
repairing vehicles damaged due to
plying the bad-shaped road.

"Panic grips me when | cross the
road. The coaches may slip any
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A truck opts for the adjoining lane to avert the jerks on the main road of Dhaka-Rajshahi Highway in Tarar union in

Sirajganj district.

time as they often move from one
side to another to avoid ditches,”
sald Habibur Rahman, a regular
commuter on the road.

It is difficult to tolerate such
risks and sufferings after paying
toll, said Abdur Razzak, the driver of
acoachon Dhaka-Rajshahiroad.

The road from Bonpara in
Natore to Nalka-Hatikumrul of
Sirajganj district is the first among
two toll roads in the country, the
other being the Ashulia road that
provides a link with the western
approach of Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge.

Constructed at the cost of over
Tk 337 crore in four years, the road
Running through the Chalan Beel
reduced distance between the
capital and Rajshahi by 75 kilo-
metres,

Two local construction firms
Mir Akhter Group and Monem Ltd
and two Chinese farms -- China Road
and Bridge Company (CRBC) and
China Harbour constructed the 55-
kilometre road, sourcesin RHD said.

About 27 kilometres of the road,
constructed by the Chinese firms,
developed cracks and potholes
while about nine kilometres have
become totally unfit for vehicular
movement, RHD officials said.

The officials attributed substan-
dard work done by the four firms
and poor maintenance for fund
shortage for dilapidated condition
of theroad.

Two tenders have been floated
for repairing the 27km road, they
said, earlier occasional repair work
failed to make any lasting solution
ofthe problem.

Police to be more active,
people friendly

Additional IGP says in Khagrachhari

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

-Additional Inspector General of
Police Naba Bikrom Kishor Tripura
yesterday said a three-year reform
strategy has been designed to make

One arrested for
offering bribe to

Patkelghata OC

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Police yesterday arrested a quack
for offering Tk 3,000 bribe to the
officer in charge (OC) of
Patkelghata police station (PS),
police said.

The arrestee is Dr Ashok Kumar
Dey, 45, of Kumira village in Tala
upazila, theysaid.

Ashok went to Patkelghata
police station to request OC
Pradeep Majumdar to stop con-
struction of an office being built
near Kumira bus stand by Kumira
Betel Leaf Association at about 10
am. As soon as he offered bribe, the
OC arrested him.

On contact, Satkhira superin-
tendent of police (SP) Mirza
Abdullahel Baki confirmed the
incident.

police more active, honest and
people friendly.

Police is now serving people
without any pressure from politi-
cal or other influences, the
Additional IGP said in his speech
as the chief guest at the inaugural
function of newly made Dighinala
Police Station complex under
Dighinala upazila in hill district
Khagrachhari.

The newly set up In-Service
Training Center at Pankhaiyapara
under Khagrachhari Sadar
upazila can provide training to at
least 50 police personnel ata time
and there is plan to extend it, he
said, adding that the government
has will construct six more Model
Police Stations in the country.

As the police force with only 1
lakh 30 thousand members some-
times failed to provide expected
service to our large population,
community policing has been
revived to maintain peaceful envi-
ronment in the communities, he
said.

Better relation between police
and public is needed to ensure
better service for people from all
walks of life, he said at the function
where police and army officials
spoke.

Janajudhdha dockets seized

from Dada Tapan's house

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Members of Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) yesterday seized
leaflet, posters, letters, books
and other documents of the
outlawed Janajuddho faction of
Purbo Banglar Communist Party
(PBCP) in Ishwardi upazila, Rab
said.

On information, a Rab team
raided a house at Mushuriapara

| village in the upazila. The house

was owned by slain Janajuddho
leader Abdur Rashid Malitha
alias Dada Topon who was killed
in ‘crossfire’ recently, Rab said.
This, housg .was used, as, the
regional office of Janajuddho,
they said.

During the raid, Rab recovered
the documents of the outlawed
party. Rab also recovered comrade
bootand beltfrom the house.

After the raid, the house was
sealed off, Rab said.
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Documents of outlawed Janajuddha, which Rab seized from the Ishwardi
house of the outfit's killed leader Dada Tapan yesterday.

4 get life for
murder

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

——

Additional district and sessions
judge of Nilphamari Sharif Md
Lutlfar Rahman has sentenced four
persons to life term rigorous
imprisonment (RI) in Dulal mem-
bermurder case.

The convicts are Ainul
Haque,30, Taslimuddin,45, Abdur
Rashid,55, and Chhoto Dulal, 38, all
hailed from Kachukata village. Of
the convicts, Taslimuddin is
absconding.

The judge also fined each of
them Tk 10,000, in default, to suffer
six months more RI.

The prosecution story, in brief,
is that criminals killed Dulal, a
member of Kachukata Union
Parisad (UP) in Sadar upazila at a
shoal of the Charalkata river at
dead might on August 7, 2002.
Dulal was also known as a notori-
ous criminal.

Plaintiff punished
for giving false
statement

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Satkhira Women and Children
Repression Preventive Court yes-
terday sentenced a plaintiff of a
case to suffer 15 days' simple
imprisonment for giving false
statement before court to save the
culprits.

The convict, Nur Islam of
Kukhrali in the town, filed a case
with Sadar Police Station against
three people for abducting his
niece, court sources said.

Earlier, the court fixed yesterday
the date for recording statement of
prosecution witnesses (PWs).
While giving statement before
court, the plaintiff gave false state-
ment concealing facts.

5 Jubok staff
sued for

cheating client

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

A case was filed with additional
chief judicial magistrate’s court
here yesterday against five staff of
Jubok, an NGO, for cheating
client, courtsourcessaid. - + . "

The accused are Shyamnagar
upazila coordinator of Jubok
Chandana Rani and other staff
named Masudur Rahman, Biswa
Ranjan, Majeda Begum,
Kamrunnahar Luci and Talukdar
Ali Aslam.

Masuk Hossain of Biralaxmi
village in Shyamnagar upazila filed
the case. In his allegation, he said
the accused took Tk 6, 72,000 from
him on different occasions since
2002. They took money in name of
depositing it under an scheme of
Shapla multipurpose cooperative
society of the NGO and allotment
of a plotat Khulna Model town. But
they cheated him, he alleged. He
further alleged that the accused did
not return the money after expiry
of term.

After hearing, judge Md Zakaria
of additional chief judicial magis-
trate court issued summons
against the accused asking them to
appear before court within 15 days
of its receipt, court sources said.

This correspondent tried to
contact the accused for their com-
ments on several occasions, but
failed toreach them.
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IBRAHIM CARDIAC HOSPITAL & RESEARCH INSTITUTE
122 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Shahbag, Dhaka.

INVITATION FOR TENDER

01. | Nomenclature of Tender

Institute (ICHRI).

: | Supply, installation, testing & commissioning of Qne
X-Ray Machine (Group-A) & One Ultrasound Machine
(Group-B) for Ibrahim Cardiac Hospital & Research

02. | Invitation Ref. & Date

[CHRI-PUR/June/2008-10 dated 18 June 2008,

03. | Procurement Method

Open Tendering Method

04. | Source of Fund

[brahim Cardiac Hospital & Research Institute

05. | Tender Packagc Number

Group - “A” & "B”

06. | Tender Clmmg Date

21 July 2008 at 12.00 Noon

07. | Tender Opening Date

21 July 2008 at 12.30 (In presence of the tenderers or
their authorized agent, if there be any)

Tender Documents

08. | Name & Address of the Office Selling

L

Shahbag, Dhaka.

Cash Counter (3rd Floor), Ibrahim Cardiac Hospital &
Research Institute, 122 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue,

Inviting Tender

Name, Designation & Address of Official -

Prof M.A. Rashid

CEO, Ibrahim Cardiac Hospital & Research Institute

10. | Eligibility of tender: (i) The tenderers should be manufacturer or their authorized supplier/distributor or
dealer of the brand. (ii) Tenderers shall have a minimum three years of specific experience in the supply of
similar equipment in Bangladesh or in any country of Asia. (iii) Tenderers shall submit price quotation either
for individual group or both and prices quoted shall be for 100% of the items and quantitics specified for
each group. (iv) The tenderers shall have valid trade license, TIN, VAT & Income Tax Certificate (v) Other
conditions are mentioned in the Tender documents.

11. | Price of tender documents

12. | Date of Selling tender documents

+ | Taka One Thousand (Tk.1,000.00) only
+ | Tender documents are available from 05 July 2008 to
20 July 2008 on all working days (9.30 am - 12.30 pm)

13. | Tender Security

- -

Officer,
Institute(ICHRI).

2% of quoted amount in favour of Chief Executive
Ibrahim Cardiac

Hospital & Rescarch

14, | Time for completion of the work

Two (02) months from the date of confirmed order,

Prof. M.A.Rashid
Chief Executive Officer

[brahim Cardiac reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.

2 kg cocaine seized in
C'nawabganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, C'nawabganj

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) seized
two kg cocaine worth Tk 2 crore
and 1500 bottles of phensidyl in
Sadar and Shibganj upazilas of
the district on Thursday night.
Acting on a tip, a BDR team
challenged four persons at
Purbokodalkati village under
Alatuli union in Chapai-
nawabganj Sadar upazilaat
around 8:30pm, when they
were returning from India, said
Major Syed Abu Hasan, opera-

tions officer of 39 Rifles
Battalion.

The team seized cocaine hid-
den from a bag while the traffick-
ers managed to flee.

In a separate drive con-
ducted on Thursday night, the
border guards recovered 1500
bottles of abandoned
phensidyl from Kansat and
Masudpur villages of Shibganj
upazila.

BDR recovered 1.8 kg her-
oin from the same upazila on

June 9.
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Indigenous children doing the arduous task of carrying pineapple on the
hilly path of Chimbuk in Bandarban that sees a profuse yield of the fruit.

PHOTO: STAR

*Afith swelling of Jamuna at the onset of the rains, erosion has taken a serious turn at Natua para of Kazipurupazilain
Sirajganjdistrict.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Security forces are on hunt for eight
'top criminals' of Khulna city and
the district. The criminals who
earlier controlled the underworld,
went into hiding following opera-
tons conducted by joint forces and
Rapid Action Battalion.

The most wanted criminals are
Mohammod Hossain Mukta,
Wazed Alam, Mushfequr Rahman
Hirok and Golam Kader Bappi of
the outlawed Janajuddho faction of
Purbo Banglar Communist Party
(PBCP), Haroon Sheikh and Kamal
Sheikh of PBCP M-L faction,
Shailendra Nath Biswas and
Shamim Akhter of outlawed New
Biplobi Communist Party (NBCP).

Hunt for the 'top criminals' is on,
said the Khulna Metropolitan Police
commissioner and the superinten-
dentofpoliceof Khulna

According to police, bandit
Mohammod Hossain Mukta
known as 'Dakat’ Mukta joined
BNP after being expelled from the
Awami League in 2000. He is still
holding the post of Khulna City
Corporation commissioner elected
fromWard No31.

Shailendra Nath Biswas of
Shalua village in Dumuria upazila
iIs wanted in 14 criminal cases
including eight for murders.

Shamim Akhter of Araji village
in Dumuria upazila is wanted in
nine murder cases.

Wazed Alam hailing from West
Baniakhamar in Khulna city is
wanted in 14 criminal cases includ-
ing four murders.

Haroon Sheikh of Mahishaguni
village in Rupsha upazila is wanted
In 16 criminals cases including
three murder cases filed with
RupshaPS from 1997 to 2006.

Hunt on for 8 'top criminals'
of Khulna district

Mohammod Hossain Mukta
known as ‘Dakat Mukta' is wanted
in about thirty criminal cases filed
with different police stations of
Khulna and Bagerhat districts from
1985 to 2005.

Mukta still maintains an organ-
ised gang of pirates in the
Sundarbans. Mushfequr Rahman
Hirok of Fakirhat upazila in
Bagerhat district is a charg
sheeted accused in Jessore
Janakantha journalist Shamsur
Rahman murder case. He is wanted
in 17 criminal cases.

Golam Kader Bappi of Tootpara
in Khulna Sadar police station is
wanted in 30 criminal cases includ-
ing three for murder.

Kamal Sheikh of Bagmara vil-
lage in Rupsha upazila is 2a wanted
criminal in 10 cases including four
murder cases.
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