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Religious ministry's advice

Take necessary steps for
women's empowerment

Speakers tell seminar on PRSP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar yesterday
called on the government to
include necessary measures in the
upcoming Poverty Reduction
Strategy Paper (PRSP) to ensure
empowerment of women in every
sphere of society,

They also said overall long-
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At the seminar on 'PRSP analy-
sis from the gender perspectve’,
the speakers recommended that
inclusion of 33 percent women in

the decision-making level of politi-
cal parties should be made com-
pulsory as proposed by the
Election Commission,

They also called for steps to
ensure that women make up 33
percent of the members In the
decision-making level of the
administration, judiciary, non-
government organisations and

Environment Development (IED)
organised the seminar at Cirdap
auditorium.

Presenting the keynote paper,
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Women's League of Burma stages a demonstration in front of the High Court in
the city yesterday demanding release of Myanmar’s pro-democracy leader Aung
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| attended the seminar moderated

Rokeya Kabir of Nar Pragati
Sangha said the status of women in
the lm al government should be
strengthened through capacity
building.

She also recommended increas-
ing political pmmnn of the minis-
try of Women and Children Affairs
with provision of required
[eSOUrCes.

ommendation was made specili
cally for increased political status,
capacity and effectiveness of the
ministry of Women and Children
Allairs.

At the same time, general and
traditional recommendations were
made for eliminating violence against
women, enhancing social status,
inclusion of women's perspecnve in
the service, agriculture and tounsm
sectors and their role in environment
management, they said.

[he first PRSP, which expires
this month, addressed the needs of
women but did not help realise
their dreams, economist Dr Atiur
Rahman said.

Stressing the need for linkage
among the issues of gender gap,
gender parity, gender focus and
gender sensitivity in the PRSE he
urged the political parties to raise
their voice on PRSP,

The 2nd PRSP would come into
effect from July this year.

'The new PRSP should iden-
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Visiting UK Development Minister for South Asia Shahid Malik pays a courtesy call on Chief of Army Staff General
Moeen UAhmed at Army Headquarters at Dhaka Cantonment n the city yesterday.
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The High Court (HC) yesterday
issued a rule upon the govern-
ment to explain within four weeks
as to why it should not be directed
to take necessary steps to ensure
the availability of actual share of
the Ganges water at Farakka point
as per the Ganges Water Shanng
Treaty between Bangladesh and
India.

An HC bench of Justice
Nazmun Ara Sultana and Justice
Rezaul Haque also asked the

GANGES WATER SHARING TREATY

HC issues rule on govt

asked to reply therule.

The ruling came upon a writ
petition filed by two Supreme
Court lawyers MK Muraduzaman
and Faruk Hossain.

They filed the petition as public
interest litigaton (PIL) on June 8
last stating that Bangladesh has
not been getting actual share of
Ganges water at Farakka as per
different treaties and memoran-
dums of understanding (MOU)
with India.

The petitioners

sald due to

Indian ship
with 2,237 MTs
of rice arrives
in Chittagong

An Indian commercial vessel carry-
ing about 2,237 metric tons (MT5)
of rice arnived at Chittagong Port
on June 18, says a press release of
Indian High Commission

This consignment is a part of
Indian assistance of 40,000 metric
tons of rice, including 10,000 MTs
of wheat and 1,000 MTs of
skimmed milk powder, announced
in July in 2007 for relief and rehabil-
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National Women's Development
Policy, CEDAW and Beijing
Platform of Action,” said
President of Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad Ayesha Khanam.

Dr Kaniz Siddiquu, international
adviser of finance ministry,
pointed out the obstacles to mean-
ingful planning. These obstacles
include poor monitoring system,
absence of proper data and infor-
martion gap.

[ED Executive Director Noman
Ahmed, Gender Programme
Coordinator of Oxfam Bangladesh
MB Akhter and representatives ol
organisations

by Prof Mahmuda Islam of Women

according to the provisions of the
international laws and conven-
tons and to make alternative
arrangement for the storage of
water by building the Padma
barrage.
Secretaries to the presidentand
the cabinet division and the
Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Water
Resources, Forest and
Environment, Relief and Disaster
Management Affairs have been

grove forestin the world, are going
to die.

The court heard submissions
from the counsels of both sides of
the petition on June 17 and 18 last
and fixed June 19 (yesterday) for
the order.

Advocate Tajul Islam appeared
for the petitioners, while Deputy
Attorney General Idris Khan stood
forthe government.

Doctor sent to jail for
torturing wite for dowry

India has supplied to Bangladesh
18,288 MTs ofriceand 1,000 MTs of
skimmed milk powder under this
assistance unfil June.

to haj pilgrims

UNB, Dhaka

[he government asked the haj pil-
grims not to deal any financial trans
action with any agencies outside the
publishedlistofhajagencies

The Religious Affairs Ministry
came to know that a number of
unauthorised haj agencies are col-
lectingmoney from haj pilgrims, said
ahandout.

[tsaid government would not take

responsibility if anyone transacts
money with any agencies outside the
publishedlistofhajagencies.

Haj pilgrims have been advised to
contact with respective DC offices,
head and regional offices of Islamic
Foundation, haj office, Uttara, Dhaka
and Islamic Foundation Agargaon
office in the capital to verily the
published list of agencies before
depositing money for haj. The last
dateforapplicationofhajisJuly6.
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4 LAND WANTED

> » Want to buy 350 -500 Bigha land for industrial purpose

A Dhaka court yesterday sent a
doctor of Samarita Hospital to jail
rejecting his bail petition in con-
nection with a case filed for tortur-
ing his wife for dowry.

his lawyers appeared before the
courtand soughtbail.

Moving the bail petition, his
lawyers Khondker Abdul Mannan
and Abdur Rahman Howlader told
the court that their client had

» Preferably High land and proximity to Gas line (within 2km) Judge AKM Ishtiaque Hussainof ~ appeared before the High Court K’ 11) P 31 ;j’ff 74 ,—w nch -Im, o f’* =
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D Original land owners and Group of Companies are preferred. Do ding Ghaladbi Hitratadsthe R

Please call :01739498258, 01739498259
emaill-projectsite2008@vahoo.com
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KNOW
BANGLADESH

Take a ride around Bangladesh, eXplore
your country and discover your people.

be a Bangladeshi citizen of any age.

To register, type bangladesh and send to 3030 within 20-30 June UB and
show the reply SMS to'the“Know Bénﬁéﬂesh' wing of Bishshoshahitto Kendro.
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SHINE PUKUR SCAM
Proceedings

against
Mahmudur
stayed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday stayed for
three months the proceedings
against former managing director of
Shine Pukur Holdings Ltd
MahmudurRahmaninaTk118crore
embezzlement case.

An HC bench of Justice Sharif
Uddin Chaklader and Justice -Md
Emdadul Haque Azad also issued a
rule upon the government to show
cause within four weeks why the
proceedings of the case against him
shouldnotbequashed.

Therulecamefollowingapetition

Assistant Director of the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC)
Muhammad Mahbubul Alam filed
the case with Motijheel Police Station
on September 30 last year against
Mahmudur Rahman, Shinepukur
Holdings Chairman Sohel F
Rahman, Vice Chairman Salman F
Rahmanand several others.

On June 16, the ACC sent the
sancuon letter for submission of the
charge sheet to the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's (CMM)
Courtof Dhaka.

The other accused in the case are
former director of Shine Pukur
Holdings Ltd Iqbal Ahmed, former
general manager of Sonali Bank
Sheikh Amin Uddin Ahmed, the
bank's Deputy General Managers
Abu Taher and Abu Saleh
Mohammad Nurul Haque. Abu
Saleh's name was later included in
the charge sheet as his involvement
with corruption was discovered
during theinvestigation.

The case said the accused embez-
zled Tk 108 crore in capital and inter-
est from the Dhaka local office of
Sonali Bank through a consortium,
Shine Pukur Holdings Ltd, using fake
documents. '

The case also mentioned that
principal accused Mahmudui
Rahman drew Tk 60 crore of the loan
sometime between August 13, 1998
and February 16, 1999.

During the investigation, ACC
Assistant Director Amirul Islam, also
the investigation officer (10), found
the involvement of the accused in
' embezzling Tk 118 crore and submit-

ted the probe report to the authori-
| tlesconcerned forapproval.

petitioner to surrender before the
District and Sessions Judge's Court
within three weeks.

In the meantime, the law
enforcing agencies are directed not
to harass or arrest the petitioner.
The HC also in its order said the
Sessions Court might consider the
bail petition. Following the HC
order, their client appeared before
the court and sought bail, lawyers
added.

On the other hand, the prosecu-
tion opposed it and said the pen-
tioner, the prime accused in the
case, had tortured the vicum for
dowry. So, the bail petition should
be rejected and sent him to jail,
prosecution added.

According to the prosecution,
complainant Maksuda Khanam, a
banker, in the case filed with
Khilgaon Police Station on May 1
said her husband tortured her for
dowry on April 15. Her husband'’s

But they got bail from the court
of the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate on May 25.
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MASTERS IN

4 semesters program

Student Privileges:

| Admission

* Conditions apply

: Who are qualified to be admitted:

> Graduates of any Discipline of Health Sciences

> Graduates of any Discipline with work experience in health care organizations
> Possess MBBS, BDS, MD or 3-4 year Bachelor Degree or its equivalent from

accredited academic institution within and outside the country

Fall Semester, Academic Year 2008-2009
Admission Exam:July 12,2008

ladesh. Fax: 880-2
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> Tuition fee Discount for New Enrollees*

American International University-Bangladesh
~ House 83/8, Road 4, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka 1213
Phone: 8815387, 9894229, 8811749 Ext: 100, 200

faculty of arts and social sciences a I u b

Web: www.aiub.edu, Email: info@aiub.edu
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