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Janajuddha founder

FROM PAGE 1
since it establishment in 1999 and

unleashed a reign of terror in some
10 southwestern and five northern
districts.

The Rab personnel were track-
ing him and have recently learned
that he was hiding somewhere in
Kushtia.

Khulna judge's court premises on
January 26, 2002, Tapan could not
be held since then.

Allegations are rife that his
escape from the court premises
was a "set-up” and that the then
ruling party needed him to estab-
lish political supremacy in the
region.

23 top cops

FROM PAGE 16 _
SP of Jamalpur while SP of

Jamalpur Aminul Islam was made
AIG at the police headquarters. SP
of Narsingdi Shahabuddin Khan
was transferred as SP of Rajshahi,
Chowdhury Manzurul Kabir as SP
of Natore, DC of Chittagong
Metropolitan Police (CMP)
Mohammad Ali Mian as SP of
Narsingdi, Rajshahi SP Didar

Graft increases
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diary respectively, Tk 2,605 had to

be paid in bribe for a police clear-
ance, Tk 1,703 for expediting sub-
mission of a charge-sheet, and Tk
5,120 for other services, the report
said estimating the total amount of
bribe in the sector during the sur-
vey period to be Tk 879 crore.
"While taking services from

at special courts, and Tk 2,333 for
otherjudicial services.

During the surveyed period,
bribe of Tk 107 crore went into the
health sector, the report said add-
ing that 44.1 percent households
became victims of corruption in
the sector.

Most of the corruption in the
health sector took‘place at upazila

Bridge built
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barrister Aminul Haque laid the
foundation stone, Aminul is now
on the run following conviction in a
militancy abetting case.

The construction work
remained suspended for a year
after the firm pleaded for more
money following price hike of
construction materials.
Construction stopped again on
June 11 last due to arrival of the

Power plant case

FROM PAGE 1 A
next hearing on July 1." All the docu-

ments of the case are now at the HC
division as the petition for quashing
the case is awaiting judgement of the
HC, headded.

In the meantime, a High Court
bench yesterday fixed June 30 for
delivering its judgement on the
petition filed by Hasina for guashing
the case.

suggested that she has irregular
heartbeat and anaemia, Dr Fahmi's
clinic referred her to Yale University
School of Medicine under renowned
cardiologist Sandeep Mukherjee, an
associate professor at the medical
school,

After she was taken to Yale, SRE-
cialist doctors there examined her
thoroughly and prescribed a few
medicines for the irregularity in her

*We had information Tapan and He defected from PBCP-MLand | 51,004 a5 DC of DMR Natore SP | ocal governments, 53.4 percent health centres, where 47.9 percent | monsoon. The project is to be The HC bench of Justice |aartheat. They also advised her to
his brother Akash In}so known as  Jaunched Janajuddha faction In | 4\ Saleh Mohammad Golam huuseﬁolds had to face different ofthevictimshad to paybribes. c{:rﬂpletud by2009. | ﬂ%izmﬁlnqiﬁi?;:leng:ﬂzu?h ;23 take complete rest and drink plenty
Kaitta Akash] were hiding in sepa-  june 2003. Tapan himself became Mahmood as SP of Thakurgaon | types of corruption,” said the Of the total bribe in the sector, lanore upazila LGED engineer syl following the conclu- ofliquids.

rate houses at Udibari and Baradi
near the outskirts of Kushtia town,”
Lt Col Neftaur Rahman, director of
Rab-6 who led the drive, told

the general secretary and made
Mao Tse-tung, leader of Chinese

revolution, the president.
The faction distnbuted 25,000

and Barisal RRF Commandant

Sheikh Md Mizanur Rahman was

transferred as SPofSherpur.
Moteover, Additional SP of

report. .

On an average for having a
house construction plan approved
Tk 5,005 in bribe was required, a

36.5 percent went to doctors, 32
percent to nurses, 13.9 percent to
employees, 9 percent to ward boys,
and4.7 percentto middlemen.

Mostak Hossain Joarder said,
"“There is no problem in construct-
ing the approach road after the
bridge is done... Many things can-

sionofhearingon the petition.

At the special court, advocate
Sahara Khatun represented the AL
chief who had been exempted from

Hasina's son Sajeeb Wazed Joy
told The Daily Star yesterday that Dr
Philip Silverstone, an eye surgeon at
Yale, conducted examination on his
mother's eyes and detected persis-
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and Tapan several times but
neverdoubted theiridentities.
THEWOMAN
Mystery shrouds the identity of
Rikta alias Maksuda, who is said to
be the first woman cadre of the
‘womenwing' of Janajuddha.

Sources say Tapan recently
formed the 'women wing' for his
outfit and made Rikta its com-
mander. She was his close aide and
always travelled and lived with him
wherever he went in the last three
years. ;
Police say Rikta, daughter of
Shariful Islam, hailed from
BepariparainJhenidah town.

Rab personnel suspect she
received training on underground

killed in ‘crossfire’ during shoot-
outs with law enforcers, or by rivals
since June 2004.

The authorities have beefed
security measures in all 10 districts
in Khulna and five districts in
Rajshahi in fear of backlash from
the outlaws. All the police stations,
outposts and camps in the divi-
sions have been putonalert.

The ongoing combing opera-
tion by joint forces started on May
28 has been intensified to track
town Janajuddha operatives and
others outlaws.

Lift emergency

FROM PAGE1

And the parliamentary polls will
be held in the third week of
December.

Major political parties have
been opposing the EC plan for
holding local government polls
before the parliamentary elections.
STRINGENT RULES ON POLLS
CAMPAIGNS
The election rules and code of
conduct promulgated by the EC on
Tuesday slapped strict restrictions
on polls campaigns. Rallies and
processions will be allowed only
within a specified period despite
relaxation of the EPR.

Candidates might have three
weeks time for polls campaigns
after finalisation of their candida-

pervasive in the country with two-
thirds of the surveyed households
experiencing varying forms of
corruption for different public and
private sector services, according
to the report which added that42.1
percent of the households had to
pay bribe of Tk 4,134 on an average.

According to the report, 47.7
percent households became vic-
tims of corruption while taking
services from the judiciary.

On an average Tk 5,124 was
required for bribe at magistrate
courts, Tk 5,516 at judge's courts,
Tk 2,167 at the High Court, Tk 5,840

Gen Moeen

foreign and law advisers, and special
assistants to the chief adviser, the
cabinet secretary and the chief
adviser's press secretary were pres-
entatthemeetng.

The government had formed the
eight-member committee headed
by Joint Secretary of the information
ministry Kamal Uddin Ahmed to
draftthelaw.

The committee analysed the right
to information laws of India,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka in addition to
the drafts prepared by the Law
Commission and Manusher Jonno
Foundation,alocal NGO.

After formulating the draft, the
information ministry made it open
for public to receive suggestions on
it.

University student
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The driver later told reporters that

they were wounded when an object
fell on the car windshield and
exploded.

"l drove to my employer's resi-
dence following the incident and
later came to the hospital for treat-
ment,” he said.

Police were examining the car to
figure outwhatactually happened.

Shyama's father Mirza Ali, a
high official at the Pubali Bank Ltd,
said they did not have any enmity
with any people.

India may lift ban

FROM PAGE 1

boycotting the polls. AL sources said
AL President Sheikh Hasina, who 1s
now in the US for medical treatment,
also gave "green signal” for taking
part in the local government elec-
nons.

The Election Commission has
decided to announce on Friday the
schedules for holding polls in four
city corporatons and nine munici-
palities by the end of July. It willbe the
first election under the state of emer-
gency.

"Awami League will participatein
the local government elections along
with the components of the 14-party
combine and all other pro-
Liberation War forces,” AL Publicity
Secretary Asaduzzaman Noor told

Khulna City Corporation mayor,
detained Sylhet Mayor Badaruddin
Ahmed Kamran for the same city
corporation, and Fazle Hossain
Badsha of Workers' Party of
Bangladesh and former ALlawmaker
Khairuzzaman Liton for Rajshahi
CityCorporation.

But the party will be cautious In
choosing candidates for Barisal City
Corporation as previous candidates
have been inactive forthe last several
years, sources said.

Commenting on the party's
stance on the local government polls,
AL acting General Secretary Syed

Ashraful Islam said they would
decide on the matter soon in consul-
tation with party leaders.

He, however, said they would

, : et : : Responding to citizens' request, The Daily Starlastnight. resist any move by the caretaker
POlTics. Jicl, grways cartied Pt 'Obsen'a_t_qmrjqﬁxplo‘f' e M]'Ss"m‘n B e e o ";?)m:]:;?lf Itshe occasion, the e 515 O?T“““E“ ministry fﬂt?“dEd Capbadhalci it T i s dog vikones AT R L rganhh?;ﬂ%ﬁemr gorermngnl to delay the next parlia--
arms. ohe also took partin different of théEurdpeanUnion (EUJ. referring to the draft schedules for ' the time for sending opinion on the As per the latest advance estimate, | Mahmudur Rahman Manna said bt 2 g

operationsled byTapan, they add.

Sources say Janajuddha had to
form the 'women wing' as most of
its men have been identified and
many are dead. They add these
women operatives wear veils and
easily hide arms under it without
raisingsuspicion.
RISE OF TAPAN
Hailing from Bishaykhli wvillage in
Jhenidah sadar, Tapan, son of
Ibadat Ali, received madrasa edu-
cation and passed Dakhil [equiva-
lent to SSC) before joining the NGO
Gono Sahajya Sangstha in
Digholia, Khulnain 1981.

The NGO fired him as part of a
disciplinary action following which

3 .‘e came in contact with criminals

in 1982-83. He was arrested by
police for criminal offences, but
the days behind bars led him the
way to becoming a more severe
criminal.

Once out of jail, he committed
the first murder by killing Imran
Gazi of Dumuria, Khulna. Sources
say he along with his accomplices
went to Imran for talks in Sholgatia
and gunned him down on the spot.

He joined PBCP-ML in 1983,
used to accompany one of the top
brass Abdur Rashid Tapu and
became an important member of
the outfit through his dynamic
activities.

The outfit made him the chief of
its military wing and during this
period he was involved in a large
number of crimes including mur-

ders. Hewason akillingspreeashis .

involvement was suspected in
most of the murders in the region
during this time.

The joint force arrested him in
Meherpur in 2001. However, his
associates ‘rescued’ him from the

The meeting held at Delwar's
Nam flatin the capital lasted about
one hour and 45 minutes.

The mission arrived here on
June 15 on a week-long wisit to
assess whether to send EU Election
Observation Mission (EOM) to
Bangladesh.

Emerging from the meeting,
head of the EU delegation to
Bangladesh Stefan Frowein told
reporters that they are collecting
opinions of political parties as
the EU headquarters will con-
sider sending a team to observe
the parliamentary polls here on
the basis of report of the visiting
team.

In reply to a question, Delwar
said, "The governmentis showinga
discriminatory attitude towards
BNP. It has even taken a strategy of
keeping BNP outside the election
process.”

The meeting was attended by
BNP standing committee mem-
bers RA Gani and Chowdhury
Tanveer Ahmed Siddique, vice
President Sarwari Rahman, Joint
Secretary General Nazrul Islam
Khan and acting office secretary
RizviAhmed

Earlier, the EU team went to
Jamaat-e-Islami office and had
talks with party leaders including
Secretary General Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojaheed. The
Jamaat leaders said the national
election must be held with the
participation of all parties.

Ex-state minister
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Dhaka Chief Metropolitan

Magistrate's Court showing 23

people as prosecution witnesses.
The 10 prayed for issuing arrest

polls.

No intending contestants can
bring out procession or stage show-
downs during filing of nomina-
tions, according to the new rules.

And candidates will have to seek
permission from law enforcement
agencies at least 24 hours before
rallies and processions.

The new rules also prohibit
indiscriminate pasting of posters
and scrawling of graffition walls.

Under the new rules, the EC can
cancel candidature for violation of
the code of conduct and other
irregularities during the polls.

The rules also empower person-
nel of the defence forces and police
on election duty to arrest anybody
withoutwarrant for violating those.

EU adopts
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issuing residency or other permits
to people coming in illegally from
outside the bloc or returning them
to their countries of origin.

Those denied residency have
two options: “return” home or face
“removal.”

Should he or she -- the rules also
involve children -- decline to go
voluntarily, the individual would be
forced to leave and face being
banned from EU territory for five
years.

As far as forced expulsions are
concerned, authorities could
decide to keep individuals in cus-
tody for up to six months -- 18
months under exceptional circum-
stances -- particularly if they are
deemed aflightrisk.

This could also happen if their
home countries are slow to provide
personal documents and informa-
tion.

UN High Commissioner for

President's Parade was held at the
academy. The army chief reviewed
the parade and took salute.

Gen Moeen said many friendly
countries send cadets to this acad-
emy for training. “It's indeed a
matter of pride and joy for us. He
paid tribute to the soldiers mar-
tyred during theWar of Liberation.

Referring to the country's for-
eign policy motto--'friendship to
all, malice to none'--the army chief
said: “Upholding this theme, we
have taken initiative to enhance
friendly relations with neighbour-
ing countries.”

In this regard, he mentioned
Army Training and Doctrine
Command (ARTDOCT) and pro-
duction of modern “BD-08" rifle in
Bangladesh with the assistance of
China.

The army chief later distributed
prizes to the cadets who demon-
strated excellent performance
during the training.

Battalion Senior Under Officer
SM Ahsan Ullah was adjudged best
all-round cadet in the 58th BMA
Long Course and awarded the
coveted “Sword of Honour".
Besides, Gentlemen cadet M
Mahmudul Hasan received

“Chief of Army Staff (CAS) Gold
Medal” for his outstanding perfor-
mance.

Among others, high civil and
military officials, diplomats of
foreign missions in Bangladesh
and guardians of the cadets wit-
nessed the ceremony.

Rice prices
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polao rice rose by Tk 5-8 per kg in
last four days. He had sold quality
polao rice at Tk 70-80 per kg last
week but the price was hovering

preliminary RTI draft from March 23
uptoApril 3.

The drafting committee had
proposed forming a three-member
information commission, but fol-
lowing demands from different
quarters, it suggested that the com-
mission has five members.

The cabinet, however, last night
decided that it would be a three-
memberbody.

A committee of five members will
recommend appointments to the
commission, naming three persons
against each post. The president will
pickonefrom them.

The chief justice will appoint an
Appellate Division judge to head the
committee, according to the pro-
posal placed before the cabinet.

Individuals aggrieved at not
getting information or being sup-
plied with incorrect information can
first appeal with the heads of the
organisations concerned. If stll not
satisfied, they can go to the proposed
information commission based in
the capital, the proposal said.

Anyone found guilty of refusing to
provide information or giving wrong
information can be fined Tk 25,000
and departmental action can be
taken againstthem.

Following public demand, the
drafting committee also omitted the
clauses on exempton from disclo-
sure for "public interest” and "state
honour”.

"Besides, the instances of exemp-
tion have been specified in the pro-
posed draft to remove vagueness,”
said a source, without detailing
further,

Oil, gas price
FROM PAGE 1
fuel oil at old rates incurring heavy
losses.

He admitted that it's not easy to
raise energy prices overnight
inflicting a shock to the consumers

rice production in Indiais expected
to be 95.68 million tonnes in the
2007-8 crop vear.

The Commerce Secretary's
remarks assume significance as
India's lifting on a ban on non-
basmatirice could help bring down
rice pricesininternational market.

The international rice market
carries around 28 million tones and
India's absence initis estimated to
have taken out around four million
tonnesofnon-basmati variety.

Pillai said India was "quite
comfortable"” on the wheat front as
the government has procured
record quantity of food grains for
buffer stock. India has already
procured 225 tonnes of wheat
whose import has been ruled out,
headded.

India had imported 7.3 million
tonnes of wheat in the last two
years.

The commerce secretary said
wheat harvest has been good and if
the rice harvest i1s also good in
November, "we will be quite com-
fortable bothinriceand wheat",

- Food grains prices have played a
key role in pushing up the inflation
in India which now stands at 8.75
per cent, a seven-year high, putung
the Congress-led coalition govern-
ment under fire from opposition
parties and Left allies which
accused it of failing to contain
soaring prices of essential goods.

Car bomb
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Hundreds ofpeople werekilledin the

clashes that ended after a ceasehre
was ordered by Sadron May 10.

The US military says that its
strategy of deploying extra troops
announced in February last year has
been one of the key reasons for the
respite from violence in Baghdad
andotherregionsoflraq.

they would nominate candidates
solely on recommendations of the
grassrootslevel leaders.

The grassroots level leaders In
their reports submitted at the party’'s
extended meeting on May 26 sug-
gested that nominations for any kind
of election should be given on their
recommendatons.

Prior to her departure for the US
on June 12, Hasina directed the party
high-ups to work as per these recom-
mendations, sources said.

Meanwhile, party sources said a
few party leaders would oppose
participating in the polls since Jatya
Party, which will also take part in the
election, is involved with the govern-
ment's "plans”.

The AL Presidium will sit today at
the Gulshan residence of actung AL
President Zillur Rahman to make
decision over the local government
polls. The ALwill also hold asecretary
level meeting soon to discuss the
matter, party sources said.

"“The process of taking partin the
local government polls will start
tomorrow," said a central AL leader
preferringanonymity.

The AL has potential candidates
for mayoral posts in Khulna,
Rajshahi and Sylhet city corpora-
tions, but it is yet to find a probable
candidate for the Barisal City
Corporation, partyleaders said.

The party has in mind former
state minister Talukder Abdul
Khaleque as the candidate for the

4 US copter
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company to Coaliion Joint Task
Force 101 went missing. The exact
location is not determined yet,
coalition spokesman Christian
Yatterson told AFP.

The engines went missing before
the 101st Airborne took command of
the coalition in Afghanistan on April
11, Patterson said.

“They were being sent from

"We want the national election
first. [t will not be right for the govern-
ment to engage in any activities that
can delay the parliamentary polls.
Awami League will resist such
moves,” he said after a meeting with
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) leaders
at the JSD central office on
Bangabandhu Avenue.

Ashraf also demanded that the
government lift the state of emer-
gency completely for creating a
congenial atmosphere ahead of the
upcoming election.

Echoing Ashraf's view, JSD
Executive President Mainuddin
Khan Badal said the government
musthold the national election first.

Nato, Afghan
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Force, confirmed that military
helicopters had “"engaged” the
rebels but said no fixed-wing air-
crafthad dropped bombs.

Nato's civiian spokesman In
Kabul, Mark Laity, said the opera-
tion was "proceeding satisfacto-
rily”.

"We still had only minor con-
tacts. We've inflicted casualties on
the insurgents during these
exchanges,” Laity told AFP, adding
that the number of Afghan and
Canadian troops involved was
"substantial”.

A self-styled Taliban com-
mander called Mullah Sayed
Ahmad, claiming to be calling from
Arghandab, told AFP that there had
been "very heavy fighting going on
and the Nato helicopters also fired
machine gunsinto our positions.”

Taliban spokesman Yousuf
Ahmadivowed fierce resistance.

"We will use Arghandab for
specific attacks with motors and
cannons on targets in Kandahar
city. We have also planned a suicide
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in the area. CCC is implementing
the order in cooperation with
Matijharna Samaj Unnayan
Committee, a group formed by
house owners and locals of the
area.
The authorities evicted the
people and had the shanties torn

others are scheduled for today -at

Kushumbag and Lebu Bagan areas

where the major landslides
_Occurred last year.

beyond their known sources of
income and concealing informa-
tion about wealth worth Tk
5,36,00,051 in the statement sub-
mittedtothe ACC.

SHAMIM ESKANDERCASE
Metropolitan Magistrate
Mohammad Waliul Islam recorded

cealing information about their
wealth worth Tk 2,047,820 in the
wealth statement submitted to the
Commission.

ples of the protection of individuals'
rights who are in a very vulnerable
situation” and regretted the "resis-
tance in public opinion" to the idea
that the illegal migrants have the
same rights asothersin society.
Amnesty International said the
measures do not ensure that illegal

others have far shorter custody
tumes than the six months the s0-
called "return directive” will intro-
duce.

28 at Tk 1,200-1,210 and Irri at Tk
1,130-1,140 per maund.

Meantime, fish prices have been
on the rise for last one month.
Prices of ruhi, tilapia, puti, mala
and shing increased by Tk 10-20
per kg in the last four days, market
sources said.

markets has been strained as trad-
ers are exporting hilsha to India

from wholesale markets by the
river.

Chittagong Medical College
Hospital (CMCH).

A murder case and another
explosives case were filed with
Kotwali Police Station.,

JMB kingpin Shayakh Abdur
Rahman, Siddiqul Islam alias
Bangla Bhai, and Ataur Rahman
Sunny were also accused in the

appeal with the Supreme Court
against the HC order granting her
bail. Hearing of the appeal will be
held today.

Sunnimilitantsloyal to al-Qaeda.

Its intelligence indicated that the
bombing was carried out by a rene-
gade Shiite milita cell led by Haydar
Mehdi Khadum Al-Fawadiin a bid to
stop the resettlement of Sunni Arabs
intheneighbourhood.

"We believe the attack was not

extremists, particularly renegade
members of the Mahdi Army milita
of Shiite radical leader Moqtada al-
Sadr.

Black Hawk.

The News, an English-language
daily, said the Taliban had circulated
CDs containing images of the
engines, but did not publish any
pictures.

International forces in land-
locked Afghanistan must transport
much of their military equipment

Days later Afghan President
Hamid Karzai said that Kabul would
be justified in launching attacks on
militants on Pakistani soil, provoking
an angryresponse from Islamabad.

provincial council and a brother of
President Karzai

"] evacuated my family three
days ago and stayed with my
belongings and my animals. But
today the fighting started and there
are groups of 70 to 80 Taliban taking
up positions,” said local resident
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some 40 countries mainly operat-
ing under Nato, an Insurgency
aimed at toppling the US-backed
government in Kabul has gained
pacein the past two years.




