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Reopen Chilahati-Holdibari
route to ease communication

with West Bengal

Nilphamari people demand

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

As Chilahati land customs check-

point in Bhogdaburi union of
Domar upazila under the district
has remained inoperative for six

years, thousands of people requuir-
ing travel to and from India are

facing problem to cross a long way

to Burimari checkpoint in
Lalmonirhatdistrict

The situation arose due to the
Indian authorities decision to close
Holdibari land customs checkpoint
in Kunchbihar district of West
Bengalon June 28 in 2002

The people of Nilphamari and
adjoining areas have demanded
reopening of the route immediately
through bilateral talks of high offi-
cials of both the countries,

Chilahati-Holdibari transit
route had been in use since parti-
ton ofthe sub-continentin 1947,

A large number of Bangladeshi
citizens from the area go to India for
treatment, business, meeting their
relatives and others purposes.

Besides, about one lakh Urdu
speaking people, mostly
descendents of the refugees who
had come to the then East Pakistan
from Bihar in India, who are now
living'in Saidpur town, constitute a
large number of travellers who visit
India to meettheirrelatves.

Rangpur Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
President Mostafa Azad
Chowdhury said business commu-
nity of Jalpaiguri in West Bengal
have urged him to peérsuade
Bangladesh government to negoti-
ate with their Indian counterpart
for opening Chilahati-Holdibari

-

Inoperative Chilahatiland customs checkpostin Nilphamari district.

transitroute.

At present, five land customs
staff are posted at Chilahati check-
point. They include a customs
inspector, a female MLSS, two
guards and a peon employed on
master role basis.

Peon Farid, who is a resident of
the area, told this correspondent
that now his duty is to hoist the
national flag of Bangladesh daily
while the other staff stay at Saidpur
and Nilphamari as they have prac-

tically no work.

After closure of Holdibari
checkpoint by India, the people
of Nilphamari requiring travel to
India have to cover a long dis-
tance to Burimari checkpoint in
Lalmonirhat district, from where
they go to Chengrabandha
checkpoint in India, said
Nilphamari town resident Pijush
Sarkar, whose son studies 1In
India.

Many Bangladeshi travellers in

PHOTO: STAR

this route have also alleged harass-
ment by Indian hoodlums on the
otherside of the border.

Re-opening of the transit route
will help a large number of people
of Panchagarh, Thakurgaon,
Dinajpur and Nilphamari dis-
tricts, who have to travel to and
from India for various purposes,
said Murad Ali Pramanik, chair-
man of Bhogdaburiunion,

Indian travellers will also get
benefitfromit, he said.

Outlaw murdered
in Pabna

An operative of outlawed Sarbahara

"‘Bahini was shot and hacked to |

death at Mongolgram village in
Faridpur upazila under the district
onTuesday night

Police yesterday recovered the
body of the deceased, Abu Sayed,
18, of Mongolgram village 1n
Faridpur upazila, near a field in the
same village and sent it to Pabna
General Hospital morgue for
autopsy.

Sayed was accused in several |

cases including ones for murder,
police said, adding that party rivals
may have killed him following
internal feud.

'Initiate medical test in upazilas

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

| Speakers at a workshop here

stretched the need to setup well-
equipped medical laboratories at
upazila level to conduct medical test
of rape victims to identify the rapists.
“If rape victims are not tested
within 12 hours, the evidence will
be damaged. In absence of testing
facilities at the upazila level, most

. victims come to the district level

hospital after the timeframe and
rapists go unpunished due to lack
of evidence,” they said at the work-
shop on Medical Examination of
RapeVictims at Upazila Level

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabma ! tO identiﬁf rapiStS'

Non-government organisation
Rangpur-Dinajpur Rural Service
(RDRS), in cooperation with Royal
Netherlands Embassy arranged the
daylong workshop at Dinajpur
Press Club auditorium on Tuesday.

Speakers urged the government
to introduce the process of con-
ducting medical tests of rape vic-
tims at the upazilalevel.

They also emphasised DNA test
of rape victims at the district level
to help law enforcers easily identify
the rapists and prevent filing false
rape cases againsthonestpeople.

NGOs active role alongside
government initiatives is needed to

make people aware of the situation,
they said.

Dinajpur Civil Surgeon Dr AGM
Md Mizanur Rahman attended the
workshop as chief guest while Md
Akhter Hossain, assistant police
superintendent of Dinajpur, Al
Muntasir, programme coordinator
of RDRS Bangladesh were present
as special guests. RDRS Program
Manager Monjusree Saha read out
the keynote atthe workshop.

Officers-in-charge and resident
medical officers of all 13 police
stations and upazila health com-
plexes, advocates and journalists,
spoke at the workshop.
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Serious erosion by Jamuna at Maizbari in Kazipur upazila in Sirajganj district, left, and shifting of a house to a safer place. The photo was taken yesterday.
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5 get life for
killing banker

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura

The District and Sessions Judge
Court here in a verdict pronounced
yesterday sentenced five people to
suffer life term rigorous imprison-
ment (RI) for killing a bank man-
ager.

The convicts are Abdul Jalil,
Liton, Taleb Mian and Khokon
Mian of Hazrapur village in Magura
Sadarupazila.

The court also fined each of
them Tk 10,000, in default, to suffer
oneyear more RI.

District and sessions judge M
Kader Newaz awarded punish-
ment to the five for killing Aunath
Bandhu Bose, manager of Sonali
Bank, Munshiganj branch, also a
resident of Alaipur village in
Magura Sadar upazila.

Prosecution story, in brief, is
that unidentified criminals
stabbed Aunath Bandhu to death
as soon as he got down from a night
coach at Alaipur in the early hours
of April 6, 2005,

A murder case was filed with
Magura Sadar police station accus-
ing the five,

Father gets life
for killing -
daughter

A CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A Panchagarh court yesterday
sentenced two persons including
the father to life term rigorous
imprisonment (RI) for killing a
minor girl.

The convicts are Fazlul
Haque,49, father of the ill-fated girl
and Siddiq Ali,48, both of Bilashi
village in Debigaj upazila,
Panchagarh.

District and Sessions judge Md
Afzal Hossain handed down the
verdict in a crowded courtroom in
presence of the two.

The court also fined each of
them Tk 5,000, in default, to suffer
one year more injail.

According to prosecution,
Shilpi,7, daughter of Fazlul Haque
went missing in the evening on
August 27, 2007. Next day her body
was recovered from a bamboo
cluster nearby her house.

Vicum's mother filéd a murder’

case accusing three persons

including her husband with |

Debiganj police station.

On investigation, police sub-
mitted charge sheet accusing
them.

Examining records and wit-
nesses, the judge handed down the
verdict acquitting Mojnu as the
allegation against him could not be
proved.

BNP leader
Bachchu on
3-day remand

A CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Police yesterday took Natore dis-
trict BNP General Secretary
Sahidul Islam Bachchu on a three-
day remand in connection with an
extortion case.

Following the case filed by
Power Development Board
Resident Engineer Sahidul Islam
on Monday, police arrested
Bachchu who fell ill that day. Police
took him to Natore hospital where
a five-member medical team
examined him and gave a release
order from the hospital yesterday.

After police produced Bachchu
to the Chief Judicial Magistrate’s
Court with a prayer for 10 days
remand, Magistrate Sharif Ahmed
granted three-dayremand.
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Arms, phensidyl, bullet
seized: 4 held in 5 dists

RU CORRESPONDENT

Members of Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) in raids conducted in Natore,
Rajshahi, Joypurhat, Dinajpur and
Chapainawabganj districts yester-
day arrested four persons including
alisted criminal, Rab said.

They also seized firearms, bullet,
Indian Phensidyl and carbide
chemical, they said.

Acting on a tip-off, Rab raided
the house of Nojer Ali at Alipur
village in Natore and recovered a
country- made gun and a bullet.

The same team arrested a listed
criminal named Sohel, 26, from
Motiherareain thecity.

Rab said the arrested, identi-
fying himself a 'source’ of Rab,
used to collect illegal toll from
people,

In another drive conducted at
Harinagar village in Chapai-
nawabganj district, Rab seized 50
kilogram of carbide chemical and
arrested Abul Kashem, 40, at Parkali
village.

Rab said Kashem was engaged
in mixing carbide chemical to ripen
mango.

Rab also seized 250 bottles of
Indian Phensidyl in Joypurhat,

Dinajpur and Chapainawabgan]
districts and arrested two drug
traders.

The arrestees are Rashidul Islam
and Ataur Rahman.

The arrested four and seized
items were hand over to the respec-
tive police stations, Rab said.

Freedom fighter
passes away in
Thakurgaon

A CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A freedom fighter passed away
at his Jagannathpur house in
Thakurgaon town Tuesday
morning.

The dead is Atul Chandra Roy.
He was 63.

He left behind his wife and three
children including a daughter.

He had been suffering from old
age ailments forlong.

Atul Chandra was cremated
with state honour in presence of
Upazila Nirbahi Officer Sultana
Pervin atJagannathpur crematory
inthe evening.

In 12 years

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Twelve years into the murder of
Satkhira journalist SM Ala Uddin,
the assailants are yet to be pun-
ished while trial of the sensational
case has remained suspended or
stayed by the orders of the High
Court and the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court for several
years.

SM Ala Uddin, editor of the daily
Patradut and an elected member of
the then Provincial Assembly from
Tala-Kalaroa constituency as an
Awami League candidate in 1970,
was shot dead while discharging
his professional duty at his Satkhira
officeon June 19 in 1996.

Police arrested an Awami Jubo
League activist Saiful Islam after
five days of the incident. He dis-
closed the names of otheraccused.

The investigation officer sub-
mitted charge sheet with a magis-
rate’'s court at Satkhira pressing
charges against 10 accused after
over 11 months of investigation on
May5in 1997,

The charge sheeted accused are
Abdus Sabur, Khalilullah Jhharu,
Saifullah Kislu, Momin Ullah
Mohon, Abdur Rouf, Abul Kalam,
Eskendar Mirza, Atiar Rahman,
Saiful Islam and Safiur Rahman.

Trial of journo Ala Uddin
murder not completed

SM Ala Uddin

Saifullah Kislu died while Abdur
Rouf is now detained in jail as he
was convicted in a separate murder
case earlier.

Abdus Sabur, Khalilullah
Jhharu, Abul Kalam, Saiful Islam,
Momin Ullah Mohon and Safiul
Islam were released on bail granted
by the High Court while Matiar
Rahman and Eskendar have been
abscondingsince the murder.

Several organisatons including
Satkhira Press Club have, chalked
Outl separate programmes today to
observe 12th death anniversary of
the slain journalist.

at Ruet

RU CORRESPONDENT

At least four activists of the
Rajshahi University of Engineering
and Technology (Ruet) unit of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
were injured in a clash between
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL)
and JCD at Shaheed Salim Hall last
night.

BCL forced JCD activists out of
the dormitory after the fight.

The injured were identified as
Sohag, a third year student of
Computer Science and Engineering

Department, Sujon, a third year
student of Mechanigal Engineering
Department, Choton and Bappi,
both fourth vear students of

4 JCD activists hurt in
clash with BCL men

Electrical Engineering Department.

All the injured took first aid at a
local private clinic, sources said.

The clash erupted at the hall TV
room at around 11:45pm when
BCL activist Sajib engaged in alter-
cationwith JCD activist Sohag.

Later, activists of both the
organisations chased and counter-
chased each other.

BCL activists led by Asif and
Biplob beatup JCD activists Sohag,
Sujon, Choton and Bappi.

Later, BCL activists beat up a
number of JCD activists and drove
them out of the hall.

Police were deployed in front of
the hall to avert further clash on the
campus.
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Fugitive Sramik
League leader
held in Barisal

OURr CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Members of Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) yesterday arrested
a fugitive Sramik League leader a1
Kashipur in the city, Rab said.

Arrested Aftab Hossian, cop.
vener of Barisal City Sramijk
League and president of Barisal
District Motor Sramik Union was
abscondingsince pronouncement
of verdict of a case filed with
Kotwali police station in 2001, they
said.

Aftab is also an accused in
another case filed with police in
connection with murder of a t
criminal named Kamal alias Police
Kamal, Rab said.

Domestic help
rescued from
torturer master
in Faridpur

A CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Neighbours rescued- a teenage
domestic help from the house of
her cruel master at Kanaipur
here on Monday, police and
locals said.

[ll-fated Sharmin became
pregnant after four months of
physical torture by the 45-year-old
son of the housemaster named
Mukul, they alleged.

and sister Parul, Mukul forced her
abortion at a clinic here recently.
Later she was keptin aroom under
lockand key.

Later, neighbours rescued and
senthertoashelter home here.

Hailing from Daudpur of
Nagarkanda thana, Sharmin
was working at the house
owned by Idris Ali since
February last. She got Tk 100
per month.

A case was filed with
Kotwali police station accus-
ing Mukul, Babul and Parul
on Sunday. Police arrested the
three.

On contact, sub-inspector (SI)

Investigationis going on.

With the help of brother Babul ¥

Fayekuzzaman, inyvestigation =
officer (10) of the case said an
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