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Rabiul Hossain, poet and architect, speak-
ing at the programme “Dhaka Amar Dhaka",
held on June 17 at Bengal Gallery Café, said,
"Dhaka as a capital city was established in
1610, to protect Bengal from the invading
Portuguese pirates.” He said that our differ-
ent traditional melas could be celebrated
with more fervour in the following two years
as Dhaka turns 400 years old. He added that
our pmblems should be pointed out to the
city's policy makers.

Sagor Lohani said, "Dhaka definitely
needs to be improved. We should take pnd::-
in it as people have done while celebrating
300 years of Kolkata. Local poets and artists
have been drawn to help in this project.’

“The celebrations,” Lohani said, "will begin
in July this year with a carnival that will begin
from Bahadur Shah Park and end at the
Parliament building premises. This waill
include palanquins, horse-drawn carriages
and traditional costumes. There will also be
elephants, bajra (large boats) and a ralway
engine model.”

Lohani said the project hoped to print
books on poems, paintings, photographs
and other aspects of lifestyle pertaining to
Dhaka. They also plan to have painting,
fashion and photographic exhibitions along
with a book fair and food festival. The Asiatic
Society will be helping in this context. The
plan also includes planting of saplings and
cleaning of the neighbourhood
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like gProfesser KabirLhowdhurysRabiul
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tormake theprojeeta success.

Professor Kabir Chowdhury said,"For tv 7o
years we will have functions keeping tie
past, present and future of Dhaka in mind.
We hope to involve school and university
students in various activities. We plan to
have programmes like film festivals, camui-
vals, food fairsetc.”

Speaking to The Daily Star on the occa-
sion, artist Hashem Khan said, "Dhakais not
the city one expected it to grow into. Many
cities have developed around a river as
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Dhaka before and others settling down here
laterare notaware of the Dilld”ﬁ of the lack of
adequate plufmmg Even the rules of the city
;n anners are not being carried out fully. It} 1S
tume [11 atone came to 'hL rescue of Dhaka.
Hashem Khan also pointed out that the
Buriganga water is polluted; the water level for
the city has gone down,; large trees have been
chopped down and there is litde room for

‘“Dhaka Amar Dhaka”: Aiming at
& brighter-future

Another noted artist, Murtaja Baseer said
that he has been in Dhaka since his birth,
like many others, and misses the beauty that
he saw around him in his childhood. “In his
youth,” Baseer said, "Dholaikhal was like
some canal in Venice. Places like Noyabazar
and Bangshal were once places of leisure.
Dhaka, tome,isdying.

Faiz Ahmed, journalist and writer, said,

fessor Rafiqul Islam ahd Professor Zillur Rahman Siddiqui at

Kolkata, London or San Francisco. However,
it has not flourished, as itshould have due to
political reasons, in my belief. There have
been people in the pastlike individuals from
the Dhaka Nawab Bari who have contrib-
uted to its expansion.”

"The British set up some schools and
places of education but little else; after
Partition, the growth in Dhaka was only ata
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Oscar-winning special effects
expert Stan Winston, who cre-
ated the creatures in films
including "Aliens" and "Jurassic
Park", has died at the age of 62.

Winston, who also made the
robots in "Terminator”, died at
home in California surrounded
by family last Sunday:.

The film veteran had been
battling multiple myeloma, a
plasma cell cancer, for seven
years, a representative of the
StanWinston Studio said.

He had worked with Steven
Spielberg, James Cameron and
Tim Burton.

During his 40-year career, he
became a pioneer of merging
real-world effects with com-
puterimaging.

California governor and
former "Terminator” star
Arnold Schwarzenegger said:
“The entertainment industry
has lost a genius, and I lost one
of my best friends.”

“Stan's work and four Oscars
speak for themselves and will
live on forever.

"What will live forever in my
heart is the way that Stan loved
everyone and treated each of his
friends like they were family.”

Winston won Oscars for his
work on "Aliens”, "Terminator
2: Judgment Day” and “Jurassic
Park"”.

He also received Oscar nomi-
nations for "Batman Returns’,
"Edward Scissorhands”, "The
Lost World: Jurassic Park”, "A.L.",
"Predator” and "Heartbeeps”.

Winston had recently worked
on director Jon Favreau's box
office success "Iron Man",
starring Robert Downey Jr and
Gwyneth Paltrow.

enced and helped guide me
while never losing his childlike
enthusiasm.

"He was the king of integrat-
ing practical effects with CGI,
never losing his relevance.in.an

ever-changing indastry:™ |

The director added that he
was proud to have worked with
Winston and had been looking
forward to future collabora-
tions.

Winston's most recent film
projects included "Terminator
Salvation: The Future Begins’,
"G.1. Joe", "Shutter Island” and
the futuristic. "Avatar”, for
which he reunited with "Aliens”
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Special effects pioneer Stan
Winston passes away

Cameron paid tribute, say-

ing: “He ran at full throttle, in
both work and play, and was a°
man of kindness, wisdom and
great humour.

Winston grew up in Virginia,
whare heenjoyed classic horror |
films, drawing and puppetry.

He graduated from the Uni-
versity of Virginia, Charlottes-
ville, in 1968 and tried his hand
as an actor before gravitaung
towards working behind the
scenes.

He completed a three-year
make-up apprenticeship at Walt
Disney Studios in 1972.

-------------------------------------------------

Dhaka has round Buriganga. Those livingin  necessary parks forthe increasing population. "To me Dhaka is more beautiful than provincial level," said FaizAhmed. Favreau said: "He was experi- director James Cameron. Source: BBC
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