W
K72

DHAKA THURSDAY JUNE 19, 2008

India warns
Kashmir
violence
may rise

AFP, Srinagar

India's defence minister said yes-
terday he feared an upsurge ol
rebel attacks in disputed Kashmir
inthe run-up to state elections

The' warning came days aftel
militants killed five people, includ-
ing four soldiers, and hurt 15 civil
jans in three separate attacks.

Ihere have also been several
clashes in recent weeks along the
Line of Control separating Indian
and Pakistani-controlled Kashmir

AK Antony, on a two-day visitto
the region, made a thinly veiled
reference to Pakistan saying there
were forces “in and outside the
country thatdid not want peaceful
freeand fairelections” in Kashmir.

"These forces could try to dis-
rupt peace and create problems.
We have to be more vigilant,” the
defence minister said in a state
ment.

State elections are due to be
held before November 15. During
the last elections in 2002, some 850
people, mostly pro-India political
workers, were killed during cam-
paigning

he minister said Indian troops
were "ready to meet any eventual-
ity,” including renewed "attempts
of infiltration™ by militants from
across the highly militarised bor-
der with nuclear-armed rival
Pakistan.

Blast kills 4
British troops
in Afghanistan

AFP, London

Four British soldiers have been
killed in an explosion in southern
Afghanistan, the defence ministry
in London said yesterday.

The four, including one from the
Intelligence Corps, died when their
vehicle was caughtin ablastduring
what the ministry called "a deliber-
ate operation” east of Laskhar Gah
at around 3:40 pm time
Tuesday

I'hree were killed in the explo
unded. One of the
injured died later at Bn
"base at Camp Baston, in Helmand
Province the ministm
statement

['he other soldier was receiving
treatment In a
condiuon

None of the soldiers
was released but their families had
beeninformed
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Indian Hindu devotees leave Chandanwari, 115=km southeast of Srinagar, during
the annual Hindu pilgrimage towards the holy cave shrine of Amarnath yesterday.
Athree-tier security arrangement with the deployment of more than 6,000 Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel has been putin place for the pilgrimage.
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Gaza truce a key step toward
Palestinian unity: Arab League

AFP, Cairo

The Arab League yesterday wel-
comed an Egyptian-mediated
truce between Israel and the
Palestinians as a key step towards a
reconciliation between Palestinian
lactions.

"The calming Is an important
step which can pave the way for a
development of the political situa-
tion on the Palestinian front,"
Hisham Yussel, chiefof staffofArab
League secretary general Amr
Mussa, told reporters.”

He said "Palestinian unirty was
the only real guarantee ... for the
creation of an independent
Palestinian state” and hoped that
“Israel would implement what was
agreed upon.”

Reaching agreement on a pris-
oner exchange and the opening of
the Rafah border crossing were key
elements, he said, referring to
terms laid down by the Palestinian
Islamist movement Hamas ahead
of the Gaza Strip truce.

Israel and Hamas were poised
on Thursday to begin a six-month

ceaselire following Egyptian medi-
ation to halt the bloodshed in and
around the impoverished and
blockaded territory.

Hamas seized control of the
Gaza Strip from its Fatah rivals of
Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas in a week ol deadly street
fightingin June 2007.

Meanwhile, the White House
gave a cautious welcome yesterday
to the truce between lIsrael and
Hamas, saying the United States
hoped that meant Hamas would
"give up rerrorism. "

"Anything thatreduces violence
is a good thing," said Gordon
Johndroe, White House national
security spokesman.

"We hope this means no more
rockets will be fired by Hamas at
innocent Israelis as well as lead to a
better atmosphere for talks
between Israel and the Palestinian
Authority," Johndroe added.

"We appreciate Egypt's efforts
and hope they are ultimately suc-
cessful, but for that to happen,
Hamas has to choose to become a
legitimate political party and give

up terrorism. They can't continue
todoboth,” hesaid,

Israel and the Palestinian
Islamist movement Hamas were
poised on Thursday to begin a six-
month truce following Egyptian
mediation to halt the bloodshed in
and around the Gaza Strip.

Syria said Wednesday it sup-
ported a truce between Hamas and
Israel, calling on the Jewish state to
liftits blockade of the Gaza Strip.

Another report says: Israel
yesterday called for direct peace
negouations with Lebanon, saying
It was ready to discuss all conten-
tiousissues,

"We favour direct, bilateral
negotiations in which all issues
of dispute are up for discus-
sion,” Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert's spokesman Mark
Regevtold AFP.

The Lebanese government had
rejeted the suggestion last week
alter Israeli Minister Ehud Olmert
hinted Israel would be interested in
direct talks with Beirut.

On Monday, US Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice made a

surprise visit to Beirut where she
called for UN action on the dis-
puted Shebaa Farms, an area Israel
captured from Syria in 1967, and
which is now claimed by Lebanon.

A UN resolution that ended a
devastating 34-day war between
Israel and the Lebanon's Hezbollah
militia in 2006 called for the UN
secretary general to propose a
border demarcation for the Shebaa
Farms.

In 1982, Israel lJaunched a full-
scale invasion of Lebanon, where
1s forces remained untl 2000,

“Israel wants peace with
Lebanon,” said Regev in a state-
ment that came amid a flurry of
negotiations in the Middle East.

A truce in and around the Gaza
Strip is due to come into effect on
Thursday after months of Egyptan
mediation between Israel and
Hamas, the Palestinian Islamist
movement which controls the
territory.

And Israel resumed peace talks
with Syria -- indirect negotiations
under Turkish mediation -- last
month afteran eight-year freeze.
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[talian police
arrest 33
Tamils on
terror charges

AFP, Rome

——
o ———

[talian police yesterday arrested 33
Sri Lankan Tamils charged with
belonging to the outlawed Tami
Tigers group fighting a separatist
insurgency against the govemr.
ment in Colombo, an official said.

Twenty-eight people were
arrested in a series of raids on the
mainland, suspected of member-
ship of the Liberation Tigers of .
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and of provid-
ing funding for the group, an offj-
cial with the police counter-
terrorism cell in Naples who cogr-
dinated the raids, told AFP

Five other Tamils were detained
by authorities in Palermo, Sicily,
also on suspicion of belonging 10
LITE; in a separate police opera-
tion, the official, Antonio
Sbordone, said.

Some 200 police were involved
in the operation which saw raids
across the country from Naples in
the south to Bologna in the north,
and also on the island of Sicily.

The ITTE is proscribed as a
terrorist organisation by the

European Union.
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South Korea urged Japan yesterday
to start contributing to energy aid
for North Korea to ensure the
momentum in nuclear disarma-
ment talks does not falter

'he North's five negotiating
partners, which includes Japan,
have promised Pyongyang one

million tons of fuel oil or equivalent
aid in return for the disabling of 1ts

| nuclear plants and a declaration ol

ItS atomic programmes

Now is the ume that Japan
should start participating in eco-
nomic and energy assistance so 1l
can be tu-[‘lll','l].t"[l_‘(%"

S ul's HHL’lCﬂl’

said
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| envov Kim Sook

Japan refuses (o contribute 1ts
share pledged 1n a landmark 2007
deal until the North fully accounts
for Japanese abducted by the com-

| munist stateduring the Cold War.

Kim will fly to Tokyo later
Wednesday for talks with his US

Fhis 8 very’

Seoul urges Japan
to deliver energy
aid to North korea

and Japanese counterparts about
preparations for the next round of
six-party negonations. US envoy
Christopher Hill will also visit talks
host China.

['he talks group the two Koreas,
the United States, China, Japan and
Russia.

"I'm concerned that hesitation
at this stage will result in the clo-
sure of the window of opportunity
that we have worked so hard to
open,” Kim said.

Ihough the Japanese aid was
not a precondition for progress in
the talks, it would have an impact
on them, he said

Vel ¥he envoy sald aite sbdparties

"nowsshare a commormnview on the
necessity to hold six-party talks
and move on to the third phase (ofa
denuclearisation pact).”

Disabling of the plutonium-
producing plants was going ahead
but the North is almost six months
late in handing over 11s promised
declaration.

Zimbabwe lifts ban

on aid work, expels
UN rights ofticial

AFP, Harare

Zimbabwe has lifted a ban on
charities operating food and
AIDS programmes, state media
said yesterday, and expelled a UN
rights official ahead of next
week's bitterly fought presiden-
tial run-ott.

With violence mounting before
the June 27 vote, South African
President Thabo Mbeki arrived
here to meet veteran leader Robert
Mugabe, whois facing the toughest
challenge to his nearly three-
decade rule.

Mbeki serves as medjator
between Zimbabwe's ryling party
and the opposition, having been
appointed to the post by the 14-
nation Southern African
Development Community. He
declined to answer reporters
questions after landing.

The announcement of the
lifting of the ban on aid work for
NGOs involved in food distribution
and AIDS treatment followed a top
UN official's meeting with Mugabe

country if the ban remained in
place. '

I'he state-run Herald newspa-
per cited the government's acting
welfare secretary as saying the
recently imposed ban on all ad
work would not prevent AIDS
patients from "accessing drugs and
therapeutic feeding from clinics
and hospitals”.

Food programmes would also
be allowed since they do not "entail
community mobilisation by
NGOs," Sydney Mhishi said.

NGOs provide food and medi-
cine to children and clinics, mostly
I rural areas.

Lhe governmeng . imposed a
blanket suspension on all aid work
earlier this month alter accusing
NGOs of siding with the opposition
ahead of the run-off.

Despite the move to lift the ban,
there were further signs of a pre-
vote crackdown Wednesday when
UN human rights commissioner
Louise Arbour announced the
expulsion of a Geneva-based UN
desk officer.

PHOTO AFP

An Ethiopian soldier mans a position yesterday in Somalia’s embattled capital following a fresh outbreak of violence.
Three days of fighting between Somali forces and Islamist militants in Mogadishu have claimed 10 lives.
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