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Dashing England batsman Kevin Pietersen is perfectly balanced after executing a straight drive during his fluent innings of 110 in the first one-dayer against New Zealand at the Riverside Ground in

Chester-le-Street yesterday.

Nadal king of Queen's

lf a Tennis

AFP, London

Rafael Nadal was crowned king of
Queen's after beating Novak
Djokovic 7-6 (8/6), 7-5 in Sunday's
final to claim his first grasscourt
title and deliver a timely
Wimbledon warning to Roger
Federer.

Just seven days after winning
the French Open on clay in Paris,
Nadal showed he has learned to
master the unique demands of
grass aswell.

The Spaniard earned 84,500
euros for his efforts in a match of
the highest quality, but it was the
kudos of proving he can win on a
surface regarded as his weakest
that will give him far more satisfac-
tion than any cash bonus.

It was an historic achievement
for Nadal, who is the first player to
win at Roland Garros and Queen's
in the same year since the pre-
Wimbledon warm-up tournament
began 30 years ago, and also the
first Spaniard to win on grass since
Andreas Gimeno in 1972.If he can
keep up this form, Nadal's 17-
match winning streak could be
extended all the way through to
another Wimbledon final, where
Federerislikely to lie in wait.

Federer has beaten Nadal in the
last two finals at the All England
Club but if they meet again the
Swiss will find it hard to avenge his
French Open final thrashing.

‘Icouldn'thave imagined  would
be here at the winner after the French
Open,” Nadal said. "I thought it was
almost impossible. This tournament
was very, very tough, with the best
players of the world.

"When you are tired coming
here sometimesitis tough to be 100

per cent mentally but the people
were very nice to me and that
helped alot.”

Djokovic conceded he enough
opportunities to have taken the
title himself.

"I had a lot of chances. This is
not the first time I have a lot of
chances against him. But again he
managed to come through,” he
said.

"It was partly was my fault and
partly luck as well. I was bit defend-
ing too much. This is wrong tactic
against him." ;

Australian Open champion
Djokovic was in peak form after
destroying Lleyton Hewitt and
David Nalbandian, both former
Wimbledon finalists, en route to
his first Queen's final.

But Nadal had won eight of his
previous 11 meetings with the Serb
and out-classed him in the French
Open semifinals recently.

Djokovic knew he would have to
play an almost perfect match to
win and he started in aggressively.
Delivering a series of power fore-
hands that even a slugger like
Nadal couldn't cope with, Djokovic
earned three break points in the
second game.

Nadal managed to save all three,
but then presented Djokovic with
another and this time the Serb
finished the job with a blistering
forehand.

Djokovic had a golden chance to
take complete control of the set
when he won a break point for 4-0
in the fourth game.

But Nadal was beginning to
match the power and accuracy of
his opponent's hitting. He saved
the break point and Djokovic's
intensity brieflydropped alevel.

That was all it took for Nadal to
muscle his way back into the
match. He sensed the change in

momentum and broke Djokovic in
the next game on his fourth break
point

Nadal was in the groove now
and when another thudding fore-
hand forced Djokovic to net, the
Serb pounded his racket into the
turf in frustration.

Djokovic regained his compo-
sure by the first set tie-break and ™
won an early mini-break. He could-
n't take advantage though as Nadal
finished the point of the maich
with a searing passing shot.

It was fantastic entertainment
and Djokovic had the chance to
serve for the set at 6-5. But, after
trading a series of increasingly
ferocious groundstrokes, he
slipped on the baseline and Nadal
was level again.

This time Nadal was finally able
to make his move as Djokovic
netted aforehand and the Spaniard
served out.

After expending so much energy
in a losing cause Djokovic could
have folded when Nadal broke in
the second game of the second set.

But his spirit was too strong to
simply wave the white flag and he
broke straight back.

Djokovic was back in the match
and looked to have taken charge
when he broke fora 5-4 lead.

He was serving for the set but

. Nadal just redoubled his efforts

and another baseline rally more
suited to a clay court ended when
hebroke back

Nadal scented blood and, after 4
holding serve, he won a match
point when Djokovic sent a volley
long. He wasn't going to let the
opportunity pass and rifled a
smash past Djokovic before sinking
to his knees.

It might not be the last time
Nadal celebrates success on grass
thisyear.
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embassy in Dubai told PTI the
Attorney General went through the
medical reports of Asif and the

report of the public prosecutor on |

the case on Sunday.
"He (the Attorney General) will
first see the evidence and reports

in Antigua in November would
make England players more selfish.

"We were joking when we were
playing touch rugby before
Friday's game about whether we
will be playing touch rugby before
the Antigua game,” the star bats-

a huge, huge business”, the 27-year-
old Hampshire shotmakeradded.
"As we've seen by the tourna-
ment in India and by what is hap-
pening in November and the
(Twenty20) World Cup in England
next year, it is a totally different

the year.

"I think it (Twenty20) will be the
new form of one-day cricket for
sure,” Pietersen said. "I reckon in
the next couple of years 50 overs is
probably going to be something of
the past.”

tional grass-court warm-up for
Wimbledon later this month,
where he will bid to win a sixth
consecutive title.

The top seed from Switzerland
has won here every year since 2003,
apart from last year when he did

conceded 68in 10.

New Zealand captain Daniel
Vettori, who won the toss, did exert
some control with one for 38 in 10
overs of left-arm spin, dismissing
Collingwood when his rival skipper
chopped on to his stumps.

Vettori cAnderson b Collingwood 8
Mills cWrightb Collingwood 7
Southee cBellb Collingwood 6
Mason notout 0
Extras: (1b-12, w-3) 15
Total: (Alloutin42.50vers) 193
Fall of wickets: 1-52, 2-61, 3-72, 4-

Chowdhury
Shafiuddin of Guishan Shooting
Club finished second and third.
National Shooting Federation
president Maj Gen Mohammad
Ahsabuddin distributed prizes at a
function at the National Shooting
Complex in Gulshan later in the
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