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'Chhobir Haat', across the streét
from Institute of Fine Arts (IFA),
Dhaka University, is an open-air
gallery. In 2003, a group of IFA
students started exhibiting and
selling their artworks at the venue.
[he area is also widely known as
‘Mollah’ -- after a tea-stall owned
by someone called Mollah.
Chhobir Haat is akin to arural haat,
where traders in makeshift stalls or
under the open sky offer their
goods. The venue is open to all on
Fridays -- from moming tll eve-
ning.

"We often come here and
discuss, share views with one
another. Not just artists but
also journalists, musicians,
theatre activists and others
related to the cultural scene
often come and join our adda.
The concept of Chhobir Haat
emerged from these addas,”
said Shadhin, an IFA student,
who initiated the haar along
with fellow students Tuhin,
Saleh and others

[nitially Tk 10-20 was levied as a
toll from each artist. Now the sum
hasbeen reduced toTk5.

Since its inception, the haar has
made some achievements, Accord-
ing to Shadhin, "It takes an
upcoming artist nearly three to
four years to have an exhibition ata
reputed gallery in the city. More-
over, organisers are not very help-

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Beyond the Dream
Photographer: Srabon
Reza

Venue. La Galene,
Alliance Francaise, 26
Mirpur Rd, Dhanmondi
Date: June 6-19
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Exhibition

Chhobir Haat is open to all on Fridays, from morning till evening

upcoming artists. In this context,
students can use the Chhobir Haat
as a platform to showcase their
latestworks."

[here have been several
improvements over the years. For
example, the muddy, unpaved
round has been upgraded to a
neat concrete pavement; the venue
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The annual kite festival, organ-
ised over the last four years in Saint
Martin's island, is another success-
ful outcome. "The kite festival is a
good source of recreation for all.

Every kite is an artwork,” added
Shadhin.
Though open to all, the haat

occasionally had to turn down
artists from institutions other than
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Art and Craft

Artiste: Pintu Deb
Venue: Zainul Gallery,
Institute of Fine Arts, DU
Date; June 10-16
Time: 10:00 am -

08:00 pm
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[FA, whose intentions were rather

self-centric.

Lutfar Rahman Nirjhar, a regu-
lar at the haat, found some posi-
tive aspects.

critics,”
PHRECISHI %

"I like that fact that
here I can view paintings in natu-
ral light. Besides, I can share my
views with other art lovers and
said Nirjhar, an engineer

Ornaments
Exhibition

Tite: Aadi

Artist: Amman Rashid
Venue: Words 'n Pages, 125
Guishan Averue, Guishen 2
Date: June 14- June 21

8pm)

Inauguration: on June 14 al Spen
Time: 10am-Bpm (June 14: Spm-

Armed robbers steal
Picasso prints in Brazil

AP, Sao Paulo
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Three armed robbers stole two
Pablo Picasso prints from a Sao
Paulo art museum on Thursday in
a rapid strike in which the thieves
bypassed more valuable works to
grab the stolen pieces, police said.
" The bandits also took two oil
paintings by well-known Brazilian
artists Emiliano Di Cavalcanti and
Lasar Segall, said Carla Regina, a
spokeswoman for the Pinacoteca
do Estado museum. It was the
Brazilian city's second high-
profile art theftinless than a year.

The Picasso prints stolen were
"The Painter and the Model" from
1963 and "Minotaur, Drinker and
Women" from 1933, accordingto a
statement from the Sao Paulo
Secretary of State for Culture,
which oversees the museum.

The prints and paintings have a
combined value of 1 million Bra-
zilian reals ($612,000), the state-
mentand a museum official said.

About noon, three armed men
paid the 4 Brazilian real entrance
fec ($2.45) and immediately went
to the second-floor gallery where
the works were being exhibited,

bypassing more valuable pieces,
authorities said.

"This indicates to us that they
probably received an order” to
take those specific works, Youssef
Abou Chain, head of Sao Paulo's
organised crime unit, told report-
ersatanewsconference

The assailants overpowered
three unarmed museum guards
and grabbed the works, officials
said. The robbery took just 10
minutes and the museum was
nearlyemptyatthe time.

The assailants took the pieces -
frames and all -- out of the
museum in two bags. The institu-
tion has no metal detectors.

Last December, Picasso's "Por-
trait of Suzanne Bloch” and "O
Lavrador de Cafe" by Candido
Portinari, an influential Brazilian
artist, were stolen from the Sao
Paulo Museum of Art by three men
who used a crowbar and car jack to
force open one of the museum's
steel doors.

The framed paintings were
found January 8, covered in plastic
and leaning against a wall in a
house on the outskirts of Sao Paulo,
South America's largestcity.
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Film Screening
Titfe: Pler Packo Pasofin!

Vanue: Flim
Centre, 110-112, Aziz Co-
operative Super Market,
Shahbag

Date: June 1217

June 14
“Accatione” at 4pm and "La
Ricotta” at 6pm
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Rawshan Jamil (right) with co-actor in the play
CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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On the occasion of renowned
actress Rawshan Jamil's 6th death
anniversary, BTV will air Duar --
the last play in which she per-
formed --todayat9pm.

In Duar, Rawshan Jamil plays
the character of an elderly rural

"Duar'": Rawshan Jamil's
last performance to be
aired on BW tonlght
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woman, Farida Banu, who faces
several problems during her visit

to Dhaka.

During the shooting of the play,
the actress became ill. She passed
awayon June 14, 2002.

BTV is airing the play after six
years. Duaris written and directed
byMahiuddin Chhora.

A national award finally comes Soumitra's way

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi
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"Debi”,

"Mahanagar”,
"Sakha Prosakha”.

"Ghare Baire” and
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He has beenin cinema for halfa century. He has
been master director Satyajit Ray'S favourite
hero in his films. Butitwas for the first time that
the 73-year-old thespian won the Indian
National Award for bestactor. Yes, we are talking
about veteran Bengali film actor Soumitra
Chatterjee. Surprisingitmayseem, butitis true.

Chatterjee was adjudged the best actor for
the year 2006 for portraying the "agonies and
elations of an elderly person trying to keep pace
with changing times" in Suman Ghosh-directed
Bengalifeature film "Podokkhep”.

Since making his debut in Ray's "Apur
Sansar”, the second part of his famous Apu
trilogy, Chatterjee has acted with aplomb in
both commercial and meaningful films by
Bengali directors. You think of Ray's detective
Felu-da (Pradosh Mitter) and the face that
immediately comes to mind is that of

None would have grudged Chatterjee getting
the National Award for best actor much earlier.
However, better late than never, even though.it
is rather unfortunate consider an actor of his
calibre.

There was a tinge of discontent when
Chatterjee reacted to the announcement made
on June 10, saying that, “it has finally come to
me after such along ime.” However, he said he
is accepting the award "because I love my audi-
ence”.

The National Film Awards for 2006, announced
by Chairman of the jury and eminent director
Buddhadeb Dasgputa, saw two more Bengali film
personalities Goutam Ghosh and Konkona Sen
Sharma bagging the awards for best cinematogra-
pherand bestsupportingactress.

Ghosh, essentially a director, received his

award as a cameraman for "Yatra“. Konkona,
who had won the National Award for best
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Kingfisher Taroka Alap

Pran-er Manush Achhey Praney
Musical Programme: R- Music
Dhallywood Beats

Bangla Feature Film

Protidin
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Shurey Path Chola
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Nogorey Nagorik
On Banglavision at 08:25 pm
Drama Serial

Cast: Tomalika, Sharmin Shila
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Ajker Shokaal
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Swapno Jaal

Close-up 1 2008
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Charterjee who played the role in "Joy Baba 4 | acuress a few years back, got the 2.{}01::: recogni-
Felunath" and "Sonar Kella", Besides, he is also ] -l tion for herr:;-lem the Bollywood flick"Omkara
the protagonist in several other Ray movies like Soumitra Chatterjee directed byVishal Bhardwaj. »
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