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- Arrests after
Swiss-Turkey

match

AFP, Geneva

Swiss police made around 80

- arrests late Wednesday following
. violent incidents between support-
. ers after the Switzerland v Turkey

match at the European
Championships.

The co-hosts of Euro 2008 with
Austria, Switzerland's tournament
campaign was virtually ended by a
2-1 defeatto Turkey.

According to police sources on
Thursday arrests were made in
-~ in
Aarau, Berne and Basel, the latter
the hostvenue for the match.

In Aarau in the north of the
country around 200 Swiss pro-
voked scuffles with a group of
nearly 400 Turkish fans who had
been celebrating their team's win.

Over 200 police officers moved
inand made 14 arrests.

In Berne, around 20 people were

- arrested after incidents between

fans of both Turkey and
Switzerland. Members of a right-
wing extremist group also threw

bottles at police, who responded by |

finng rubber bullets.

In Basel 25 fans of both teams
were arrested after violent inci-
dents erupted.

Benzema surprise
for Van der Sar

INTERNET, undared

® Dutch goalkeeper Edwin van der

Sar was surprised to learn on
Thursday that he was a boyhood
idol of France striker Karim
Benzema. Told that Benzema liked
to play in goal as a youngster and
pretend to be van der Sar, the vet-
eran keeper admitted it was a
question he hadn tseen coming.
“When I was a young boy I pre-

"tended to be Marco van Basten and

I ended up being a goalkeeper,” he
said sitting next to the Dutch coach
atanews conferencein Lausanne.

"He (Benzema) did it the other
way round. He is quick and strong
and we will have to keep an eye on
him," van der Sar said, describing
the 20-year-old Lyon forward as a
"quality striker.”

1s19VBenzema played until the 78th
Umiivate’ in the 0-0 draw against

Romania and may face the Dutch in
their Group C game in Berne on

Friday.

With the French striker being

" courted by Manchester United,
" there's a chance he could even be

playing alongside the 37-year-old
Dutch keeper at Old Trafford next
season.

The Dutch captain was also put
on the spot when asked to compare
relative coaching newcomer van
Basten with his experienced club
manager Sir Alex Ferguson.

The keeper diplomatically
steered around the question
explaining all the pros and cons of
club coaching, before adding:
"What Ferguson has done with
United is great. Van Basten has had
three or four years as manager and
will now be going to Ajax, and I
think in a couple of years you can
make the comparison better than
now.”

Having got out of that ught pre-
dicament, van der Sar was on more
solid ground when outllning his
thoughtson the current Dutch side.

The keeper was in the Dutch
goal at the 1996, 2000 and 2004
Euro tournaments, and against
Italy set a Dutch record of 14
European Championship matches.

Robben fit
for today

AFP, Lausanne

Holland received a boost here
Thursday when Arjen Robben
received a clean bill of health ahead
of Friday's Euro 2008 clash with
France.

The Real Madrid wideman
suffered a groin strain on Sunday
on the eve of the Dutch’'s 3-0 demo-
lition of world champions Italy.

But after Robben had trained
with the rest of the squad coach
Marco van Basten reported: “I'm
very happy he's recovered sooner
than expected. He trained this
momming and is fit."

Van Basten, however, stressed
that it was by no means certain
Robben would figure against
France in Berne.

With Robin van Persie, who has
recovered from his thigh problem,
also available van Basten smiled:
“It's not easy bringing them back
into a winning team but it's a lux-
uryproblem to have."

Two Dutch players who will not
be available for selection Friday
appear to be striker Klas-Jan
Huntelaar, who is a calf
problem, and defender Mario
Melchiot after the duo trained
apart from the main group.

Holland are top of Group C after
beating the Italians and a win
against France would see the 1988
champions through to the quarter
finals.

AFP, Basel

Arda Turan ended Switzerland's
interestin Euro 2008 in heartbreak-
ing fashion by capping a man-of-
the-match display with the stop-
page time strike that gave Turkey a
2.1 win here on Wednesday.

Just as it seemed the co-hosts
had done enough to stay alive in
the competition, Arda broke clear
on the left, cut inside and beat
goalkeeper Diego Benaglio from
the edge of the area with the help of
a cruel deflection off the boot of
centreback Patrick Muller.

It was harsh on the Swiss, who
were left to count the cost of wast-
ing the chances they had to kill off

the Turks long before the dramatic

denouement.
"It is a wonderful feeling," said

delighted Turkey coach Fatih
Terim. "The players needed this for
their confidence and I congratulate
them on theirincredible effort.”

Turkey can now join Group A
leaders Portugal in the
quarterfinals by beating the Czech
Republic in their final game and
Fatih added: "This win has given us
a lot of confidence for the last
game. Today is the begininng of the
Euro forus.

"It was not easy, the conditions
were difficult and Switzerland are a
very strong team, playing at home.
Sowas animportantwin.”

Hakan Yakin, one of three play-
ers in the Swiss side with family
roots in Turkey, had given Jakob
Kuhn'sside a first-half lead.

But the veteran playmaker also
wasted two glorious chances to
claim a second goal for his side,
who were pegged back when sub-

stitute Semih Senturk headed in an
equaliser just before the hour
mark.

“It is hard to find the words to
say how terribly disappointed we
are,” Hakan said. "The weather
played a role, it was a bit of a lottery
in the first half and in the end the
luckier of the two sides won.”

Swiss boss Jakob Kuhn
described his squad's exit as “pain-
ful.”

“The disappointment is huge of
course but I can't criticise anyone.
The team played as well as they
could and they lost two matches in
a rather unfortunate way. I'm not
saying we were better but we had
the chances to score a second
goal.”

Portugal's victory over the
Czechs earlier in the evening had

simplified matters for .the Swiss,
who kicked off knowing defeat
would mean the end of their tour-
nament.

Injury had taken its toll on both
sides, with the co-hosts deprived of
captain and leading goalscorer
Alexander Frei and his usual strike
partner, Marco Streller, with the
result that Hakan was partnered in
attack by the 19-year-old Eren
Derdiyok.

Turkey were missing regular
captain Emre Belozoglu and key
defender Gokhan Zan for what was
the first meeting between the two
countries since their play-off for a
placeat the lastWorld Cup ended in
amass brawl.

The pre-match suggestions that
that was all water under the bridge
was belied by the ferocity of the
early exchanges but a torrential
downpour drew the sting from the
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encounter.
It was the Swiss who adapted

better to the water-logged surlace,
thanks largely to the marshalling of

Gokhan Inler.
The midfielder was first to test

Volkan Demirel's handling, with a
skidding long-range effort, and it
was his crossfield pass. that gave
Hakan the opportunity to force the
Turkish goalkeeper into a smart
save at his near post.

Volkan also did well to keep out
Tranquillo Barnetta's free-kick
before Arda struck the woodwork
at the other end, although the
Turkish midfielder knew little
about it as Diego Benaglio's
punched clearance from Nihat
Kahveci's free-kick rebounded off
his head and against the post.

With just over halfan hour gone,
the direct Swiss approach paid off.
Philippe Senderos's punt landed in
the Turkish box and with the sod-
den turf stopping the ball,
Derdiyok was able to skip round
the outrushing Volkan and square
across the saturated goalmouth for
Hakan to tap in at the back post.

Three minutes later, Hakan was
guilty of the miss of the tourna-
ment after Valon Behrami's low
cross from. the right found him in
an almost identical position.
Astonishingly, the most technically
gifted player on the pitch contrived
to slice the ball wide from three
yards out.

Such a flagrant miss was always
like to prove costly and Turkey, who
switched to a three-man forward
line with the introduction of Semih
at the break, capitalised on the let-
off 11 minutesinto the second half.

Nihat swung in a cross from the
left and Semih rose unchallenged
to head the ball past Benaglio from
closerange.

With seven minutes left, Hakan
had another clear sight of goal but
side-footed straight at Volkan and,
with the hosts straining for the
winner, it was Turkey who were to
make their superior finishing
countatthedeath.
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Turkish tears for Swiss
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PHOTO AFP

Turkish midfielder Arda Turan celebrates after scoring the winning goal against Switzerland during the Euro 2008

match in Basel on Wednesday,

C'Ron aiming
for glory

AFP, Geneva

Portugual are daring to dream of
Euro 2008 glory after their impressive
3.1 win over the Czech Republic,
team hero Cristiano Ronaldp said

The 23 -year-old winger éhowed
exactly why Manchester United are
fighting.to keep him out of Real
Madrid's clutches by creating two
goals and scoring one against the
Czechs onWednesday.

Having drawn Czech goal
keeper Petr Cech out of position in
the eighth minute, Ronaldo created
enough space for Barcelona's Deco
to flick the ball home and then
followed up with a precision strike
ofhis own on 63 minutes.

He capped a man-of-the-match
performance by setting up
Portuguese substitute Ricardo
Quaresmo to score a third goal in
extra-tume.

With a maximum six points after
two wins, Portugal look set to reach
the Euro 2008 quarterfinals as
Group A winners and Ronaldo
believes his side can go one better
than four years ago when they lost
to Greece in the final

"Can the Portuguese dream? We
can all dream, we are starting to
have the belief to dream high, but
we must take it a step at a time,”
said the Portuguese star, whose
side face Switzerland on Sunday in
their final Group A game.

"The road is long, but we are on
track.”

Ronaldo said he makes no
excuses for his high-risk football
which paid off against the Czech
Republic in such dramatic style,

He said: "I try to always give my
best.

"Sometimes people do not
understand, butit’s the same game
I play for Manchester and that is
how I'will always play.

"I do not know play differently. I
only know risk.

"When things go badly I miss
balls, but when things go well |
score goals or create them.

"In the second-half (against the
Czech Republic) things went better
me, | managed to make a goal, it
was good

"Butthe group isnotover for us, we
still have one more matchto play.’

AFP, Geneva

Czech coach Karel Bruckner said
his side still have everything to play
for ahead of their do-or-die clash
with Turkey on Sunday with a place
in the Euro 2008 quarterfinals up
forgrabs.

The Czech Republic were
soundly beaten 3-1 by Cristiano
Ronaldo-inspired Portugal at the
Stade de Geneve on Wednesday
night, but a win over Turkey back
here on Sunday would stll give
themaplace in thelasteight.

As the Czechs beat co-hosts
Switzerland 1-0 last Saturday and
Turkey also picked up a 2-1 win
over the Swiss on Wednesday,
Sunday’s match means the winner

are set to finish as Group A run-
ners-up to Portugal while the losers
go home.

"We aren't out of it yet and we
still have everything to play for,"
said Bruckner.

"We still have a third match and I
can promise we willbereadyforthat.”

Having started the game with
towering veteran striker Jan Koller
and Hamburg midfielder David
Jarolim on the bench, Bruckner
praised theirreplacements.

He said: "I made two changes to
the team who beat Switzerland and
tooka pragmatic decision.

"We had two new players and I
thought they performed really well.

“Jaroslav Plasil was immense as
was Milan Baros.

"Some players certainly did

Czech's remain confident

better in this match than in the
Swiss game but if we're honest, we
came up against a stronger side.

"I thought in the first half we
proved we are a great team in both
defence and attack.

"We had more chances to score
than we did in the Swiss game and
played some very good football at
times."

But Bruckner had the good grace
to heap praise on an impressive
Portuguese side who are playing
with confidence and are now widely
regarded as one of the tournaments
co-favourites alongside Germany,
Spainand the Netherlands.

"I would like to congratulate
Portugal on their display and their
win - they played verywell.”

ITALY V ROMANIA

Italy coach Roberto Donadoni is
counting on history repeating itself
as his embattled squad fight for
Euro 2008 survival against
Romania here on Friday.

The Italians have a good record
of recovering from sluggish starts
and ensuring they reach a peak
towards the business end of major
tournaments.

Never before have they had to
bounce back for a setback quite as
traumatic as Monday night's 3-0
demolition by Holland. But
Donadoni was quick to remind his
critics that, as a player, he was part
of a squad who suffered a shock
defeat by Ireland in their opening
match at the 1994 World Cup before
ultimately only losing the final on
penalties,

“We got out of that situation in
America in the only way you can --
by working hard, having the desire
to hit back and understanding the
mistakes that you've made," the
former AC Milan midfielder
recalled.

Despite his defiant insistence
that the defeat by the Dutch was
just one of those nights when
everything that could gowrongdid,
Donadoni is expected to take his
selectioner’s scalpel to the Italian
line-up with almost half the side
that started on Monday facing
relegation to the bench.

Although the left-sided forward
Antonio di Natale was Italy's
brightest performer in the first
hour of Monday's match, their
cutting edge was far sharper once
he had been replaced by
Alessandro del Piero and the other
two substitutes, Antonio Cassano
and Fabio Grosso, also made a
strong case for promotion.

But for the heroics of Edwin van
der Sar, the Italians may well have
turned the contest into a real fight
in the final quarter of an hour and
del Piero, in particular, made a
compelling case for a recall to the
starting XI.

That could mean a tactical
reshuffle as the Juventus forward is
happier playing off main striker
Luca Toni, which would mean Italy
reverting to the traditional 4-4-2
line-up that Donadoni has gener-
ally eschewed, or even a system in
which Cassano and Toni play
ahead of del Piero.

Marco Materazzi's hesitant dis-
play in the slot normally filled by
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Romania captain Cristian Chivu controls the ball during a training session in
St. Gallen on Thursday.

injured captain Fabio Cannavaro
means changes in defence are certain
with Juventus centreback Giorgio
Chiellini expected to come in and
Grossotipped tostartatleft-back.

Romania have been widely
written off as no-hopers in group C
but the reality is that, during their
qualifying campaign, Victor
Piturca's squad took four points out
of a possible sixover the same Dutch
side thattookthe Italians apart.

“If Italy lost to the Netherlands -
- it shows they can be beaten,”
argued Daniel Niculae, the Auxerre
striker who partnered Adrian Mutu
in attack for the Romanians in their
goalless draw with France.

I lead like
Zidane:
Ballack

AFP, Berlin

German star Michael Ballack has
compared his role with Die
Mannschaft with that of former
French maestro Zinedine Zidane,
saying he sees himself as a leader
on the field regardless of his official
status as skipper.

"Even if I am someone who
never asked to take the skipper's
armband thatdoes not mean thatit
is a role I did not want to assume,”
Ballack said in an interview pub-
lished Thursday by Tagesspiegel
newspaper.

"I carry out this role in a calm
manner -- Zinedine Zidane did the
same thing, He was the leader of his
team simply by dint of his class and
his manner of playing,” said
Chelsea star Ballack, who has been
captainsince 2004.

Ballack, 31, hinted he would also
like to coach the Germans one day.

"It's a post linked in with one's
capacity to lead and to take deci-
sions.

"However, this post has rarely

gone to the person who has put
forward his candidature well in
advance," he added, citing the
examples of former skippers Rudi
Voeller and Juergen Klinsmann,
who took the helm of the national
side "without ever having thought
of takingon the job."

Frei facing
surgery

AFP, Feusisberg

Switzerland captain Alexander Frei
faces surgery for the knee ligament
tear which prematurely ended his
involvement in Euro 2008, team
doctor CunoWetzel said Thursday.

The Borussia Dortmund striker
suffered the injury in the opening
Group A match last Saturday, a 1-0
defeat by the Czech Republic.

"He probably faces surgery,”
said Wetzel of Switzerland's star
player, who has scored 35 goals in
60 internationals to be the leading
scorer in Switzerland's history.

"He is doing okay (but) we have
detected a certain instability”
regarding the knee, " Wetzel said.

"We have spoken to his club
doctors and undertaken further
tests with a knee specialist in
Germany,” he added.

"There are several possibilities.
It will probably be necessary to

carryoutalittle surgery.
Frei's loss has been com-

pounded by form and fitness prob-
lems with his regular strike partner,
Marco Streller, who Wetzel said also
potentially faced surgery for a

suspected hernia.
The Swiss bowed out of the Euro

after they went down 2-1 to Turkey
onWednesday in Basel.

Atypical Domenech

AFP, Chatel-Saint-Denis

Raymond Domenech is a man for
whom the expression 'likes to play
his cards close to his chest’ was
made.

A straightforward question will
oftenillicit a reply thatis an answer
in name only.

A typical example was his han-
dling of the inquiry before
Monday's Euro 2008 opener with
Romania concerning the availabil-
ity after a minor injury of star
striker Thierry Henry.

Journalist: "Raymond, will
Thierry play in Zurich?"

Domenech: "He might, or he
mightnot.”

Mmmm, thanks a lot, thatclears
things up nicely.

On Wednesday, however, he
lifted his habitual guard with the
media, even it seems Surprising
himself with his frankness when
divulging that he could make as
many as four changes to the side
that must confront the freescoring

Group C leaders Holland in Berne
on Friday.

"For once, I will be honest and
tell you that I'm hesitating over
four positions.”

That inevitably raised a follow
up inquiry -- namely 'is Patrick
Vieira in your calculations?' but by
then the guard was back in place
and he playfully scolded the jour-
nalist, telling him: "Now you're
goingtoo far!”

Both captain Vieira and Henry
saw out Tuesday s 45 minute game
against a local side without mis-
hap, Henry making four decent
passes and scoring a goal.

A fully fit Barcelona forward
could only be a benefit against the
Dutch after Nicolas Anelka and the
inexperienced Karim Benzema
failed to cut the mustard in the
goalless draw against the
Romanians.

There's been a lot of talk around
the French camp about whether
Domenech will give the in-form
Manchester United defender

Patrice Evra a chance in place of
EricAbidal

Whilst acknowledging that
some of the reserves may be play-

ing better than the first XI he
stressed that he was reluctant to
tinker with a defence line that ha
not leaked a goal in 320 minutes of
play

"It's especially important to
have stability in defence. 1 rarely

make changes there.

"One could consider that in
certain positions we have reserve
players who, individually, are
stronger. But I'll make the decision
[ think will strengthen the team
collectively.”

On Henry and Vieira's fitness he
was far from forthcoming, only
saying: "[t's getting better.” :

His biggest headache though
remains the goaldrought.

He remarked: "It's not enough
just to play well. Efficiency is the
key and we're having difficulty in
this respect.”

NETHERLANDS V FRANCE
Les Blues up against it

REUTERS, Vevey

France need to wake up from a
dismal start to avoid being overrun
by a confident Dutch side in their
second Euro 2008 game on Friday
in Berne.

While Netherlands opened their
Group C campaign with a3-0 demo-
lition of world champions Italy
with a fluency as potent as the total
football they invented in the 1970s,
France had just one shot on target
inadull 0-0 draw with Romania.

The 2006 World Cup runners-
up, who share Italy's tactical,
defensive approach, desperately
need a touch of flair to avoid suffer-
ing the same fate as their Latin
rivals.

“Maybe we must change our
playing style and opt for a quick
passing game (o destabilise our
opponents,” France defender
William Gallas told reporters.

“It's important to defend well
and not to concede any goals but
we must accelerate a bit,” he
added. “"We need points, we need to
win and to do that we need to take
more risks.”

A draw would place France in an
uncomfortable situation before
facing Italy in their final group
game while a defeat would leave
them on the verge of an embarrass-
ing early exit.

The Dutch, by contrast, just
have to repeat their performance
against [taly to make sure of a place
in the quarterfinals.

They realise, however, that they
are nowhere yet.

“Itwas a great result and the fans
may celebrate but we still have
nothing,” Wesley Sneijder, who
scored a splendid goal against Italy,
told reporters. “Our goal still is to
reach and win the final and there-
fore we need to stay calm.”

France are hoping to welcome
back captain Patrick Vieira and
striker Thierry Henry, who missed
the match against Romania with
thigh injuries.

Midfield inspiration Vieira and
Henry, France's all-time top scorer
with 44 goals from 100 internation-
als, played in a training match
against a Swiss regional youth side
on Wednesday and could be in the

starting lineup.

Coach Marco van Basten has no
reason to make any changes to a
side who gave him an almost per-
fect performance against Italy.

. The match with France comes
too early for winger Arjen Robben,
who is recovering [rom a groin
injury, while defender Mario
Melchiot is still struggling with his
fitness.

“My choices will consider the
nextopponents and also the fitness
and form of my players but after the
way we played againstItalyitisalla
very comfortable situation, Van
Basten told reporters.

s
L]

a1
"4 = & - ]
e A |

i o e "_' TR o T ap-:-.' T e 4#5?5;
T e e e
:’: AT Pt - N b

{
|

PHOTO: AFP

Dutch star Rafael van der Vaart laughs as he carries a pair of footballs during

atraining session in Lausanne on Thursday.
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