US committed
to Indo-US
nuclear deal

P11, IANS, Washingron/New Delhi

Maintaining thar it is committed
to the Indo-US nuclear deal, the
US on Thursday sought to push
the ball into India’s court saying it
was for the country's leadership to
decide on the pact.

However, the US expressed confi-
dence that the deal could be con-
cluded in the near furure in realisa
tion of the Congressional tme lines.

I'his administration has been
firm in its support for this -- this
deal. It continues to be so. Rightnow
we reatasituation where thisiswith
the Indian government and literally
with the Indian people. This i1s a
martter for them to decide and then
follow through with,  acting
Spokesman Gonzolo Gallegos
replied when asked if the Inlnatve is
close to dead

We consistently stated that we
stand behind this, that we continue
and that we would
ferms ol

10 support It
like to move apace In
proceeding withit,” he added
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in aid for Afghanistan

AFP, Paris

e United States put up 10 billion
dollars to rebuild Afghanistan yester-
day as world donors responded to a
funding appeal from President
Hamid Karzai butwarmned more must
be done to fightcorruption
Karzai sought support to finance
part of a 50-billion-dollar develop-
ment plan over the next five years to
counter widespread poverty and a
lalibaninsurgency
"What brings us together today 1S
a concem for the destiny of a nation
that has emerged from a dark past,”
Karzai told donors from more than
80 countries and international insti-
tunonsin Pans
Announcing a 10.2 billion dollar
contributon, US First Lady Laura
Bush said "Afghanistan has reached
a decisive moment for its future. We
must not turn our backs on this

opportunity.”

President Nicolas Sarkozy
announced French financial aid
would be "maore than doubled” with
priority given to agriculture and
health, bringing assistance up to 107
million euros (165 million dollars)
over the next two years.

Japan doubled its aid to reach 550
million dollars while Germany put
up 420 million euros over the next
(WO years.

US officials said they expected 15
billion dollars (9.7 billion euros) to be
raised, but European and UN diplo-
mats stressed the conference must
also tackle the more sensitive issue of
howthe fundsarespent.

‘I hope this conference will first of
all provide an opportunity to reflect
onourstrategy,” Sarkozysaid,

Karzai is facing questions over his
apparent inability to deal wath cor-
ruption and opium production, seen

as prolonging the Taliban insur-
gency.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki
moon called for "actuve measures” to
be taken to fight corruption, guarantee
transparency and ensure that financial
aid reaches those whoneedit.

‘It 1s only by combating corrup-
ton and strengthening the rule ol
law that our commitment will be
efficient,” said German Foreign
Minister Frank Walter Steinmeler.

More than six years after US-led
forces ousted the Talhiban,
Afghanistan remains mired in pov-
erty and its people lack many basics
while the extremist militia has
pushed on with its insurgency in the
south

Some 47,000 troops from a Nato-
led force are highting the Taliban
alongside 20,000 US troops. The
violence has left 8,000 people dead in
2007 alone including 1,500 civilians,

———— -

PHOTO: AFP
Co-chairman of the Pakistan People's Party, Asif Ali Zardari (C) arrives for a press conference in Karachi yesterday.
Thousands of Pakistani lawyers and activists began a "long march” from Lahore to Islamabad, calling for the rein-
statement of judges sacked by President Pervez Musharraf.

Stimulating Household Improvements Resulting in
Economic Empowerment
House: 5, Road: 10, Baridhara, Dhaka 1212,
e-mail: contact@shiree.org, info@shiree.org

The Economic Empowerment of the
Poorest DFID Challenge Fund
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Date: 13 June 2008
Harewelle International (www.harewelle.org) has been awarded a

contract by the UK Department for International Development
(DFID) to manage the £65.0 million (USD$130 million) "Economic
Empowerment of the Poorest (EEP) Challenge Fund®. The fund
aims to assist Bangladeshi and International NGOs in scaling up
their activities to assist in the 'graduation' of over one million of the
absolute and extreme poorest people from poverty by 2015.

The EEP is now commonly referred to as SHIREE: the Bangla word
for steps. The acronym resonates DFID's approach: stimulating
household improvements resulting in economic empowerment.
SHIREE is committed to working with those NGOs who are able to
demonstrate their ability to target the economic bottom 10% of
Bangladeshi households and show their experience in graduating
them from poverty.

SHIREE will provide funding to NGOs via two grants:

* The scale fund: large-scale projects designed to bring rapid benefits to
large numbers of poor people;

* The innovation fund: smaller projects designed-to develop innovative
approaches to reduce extreme poverty.

SHIREE now invites Expressions of Interest (EOI) from eligible
NGOs for their scale fund activities. The NGOs applying for the
fund should be formally constituted and registered with the office of
the Director General, NGO Affairs Bureau and have an annual
turnover (revenue) of at least 10 crore Taka in Bangladesh,
excluding micro credit/finance activities. At this pre-qualification
stage, only information about the NGOs and their current activities
is required. If selected, NGOs will be asked for details about their
proposed ideas related to the use of the scale fund at a later date.

In order to facilitate the application procedure SHIREE will only
accept EOIls (in English) online. Interested NGOs are requested to
apply online at www.shiree.org using the drop down menu under
apply to us. Applications will be accepted from 12th June onwards.
The final application form should be completed electronically and
submitted online no later than 3rd July 2008 by 1800 hours, Dhaka

time.

For detailed information on application procedures and priorities, all
applicants are encouraged to visit www.shiree.org. Eligible NGOs
may obtain further information from the website or from the SHIREE
office during 0900 to 1700 hours on all working days. Visually or
otherwise impaired persons may contact the office to make other
arrangements for submission of EOIs. SHIREE will not be
responsible for any costs or expenses incurred in connection with
the preparation or delivery of the EOl whatsoever.
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according to UN figures,

Listing progress in bullding roads
and clinics, fighting opium produc-
tion and setting up a functioning
government, Karzai nevertheless
acknowledged: “There is a long way
still ahead ofus.”

With a development plan on the
table, Afghanistan needs "adequate,
long term and predictable support,”
sald Karzal.

Secunty remains Alghanistan's
biggest challenge, he said, arguing
that his government was fighting
“international terrorists® funded
from abroad, a reference to neigh-
bouring Pakistan.

Karzal's ambitious blueprint
focuses first on infrastructure, with
plans to build roads, dams and
power plants, but building up the
army and security forces is also a
prionty along with developing agri-
culture.

JORLD

World donors offer billions

@he Daily Star

PHOTO AFP
French President Nicolas Sarkozy (first row, R), gestures as he poses with (L to R) US Secretary of State Condoleeza
Rice, US First Lady Laura Bushand and his Afghan counterpart Hamid Karzal during a family photo of participants in
the international donors conference to raise billions of dollars in aid for Afghanistan. Sarkozy inaugurated the one-
day conference attended by delegates from more than 65 countries and 15 international organisations.

Lankan army poised to
capture Prabhakaran

M"p.. AP, Caolombo

Sri Lanka's military is poised to
capture the leader of the Tamil Tigers
and is surging towards his jungle
hideout, the defence ministry said
yesterday.

Government forces were just 21
kilometres (13 miles) away from
achieving their "final goal” of captur-
ing rebel leader Velupillal
Prabhakaran, the ministry said,
quoting army chief Lieutenant
General Sarath Fonseka.

He said secunty forces were
attacking Mullaitivu, the northeast-
ern coastal district where the 53-
vear-old Tamil separatist leader was
believed to based, from several
fronts.

“The security forces are attacking
Mullaiivu, Prabhakaran’'s hideout,
from several directions,” Fonseka
said. "The army's aim is to capture
Prabhakaran -- who is holed up in a
bunker--alive.”

He said four divisions of the army

would "surge” towards the hideout of
Prabhakaran who is wanted in Sri
Lanka as well as neighbouring India
for the 1991 slaying of former Indian
premier RajivGandhi.

“They (troops) have to march
forward another 21 kilometres to
achieve the final goals,” the army
chief said adding that security forces
had already captured "several hun-
dred square kilometres” from the
guerrillas.

It 1S not the first ime in the
decades-old conflict that the Sri
Lankan authorities have said they
were on the verge of capturing or
killing Prabhakaran.

I'heleaderofthe Liberation ligers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) has also been
reported dead or injured on numer-
Ous occasions.

In fresh fighting government

‘forces destroyed two Tamil Tiger

rebel bunkersin Sri Lanka's embat-
tled north while infantry clashes
killed 13 rebels and two soldiers,
the military said Thursday.

Israel in new Egypt
talks on Gaza truce

AFP, Cairol Gaza City

Israel joined a new round of
Egyptian-brokered negotiations on

' a proposed truce in and around

Defence

Gaza on Thursday after deciding to
give the talks one last go while pre-
paring for military actioniftheyfail.

Amos Gilad, a top aide ol
Minister Ehud Barak,
arrived in Cairo for a meeting
with Egyptian intelligence chief
Omar Suleiman, who has been
mediating between Israel and
Palestinian militant groups,
officials said.

"Egyptian officials will hear

| from Mr Gilad the Israeli position

on bringing about the perniod of
calm," an Egyptian source told the
official MENA news agency.

He "expressed hope that the
truce between Israel and the

. Palestinins would come soon in

order to lift the blockade imposed on

Blast kills three Palestinians

the Palesunian people,” MENA said.

In Israel, Barak told reporters his |
country "must assess the possibili- |

ties of reaching a calm” butthat "our

dutyis to ensure securityaround the |

Gaza Strip and we shall do so.

"Our military is strong and we
are ready. As soon as the order is
given, we will act," he added,
stressing that Israel must first "try
to reach the same results without
turning to the armed forces."

Three people were killed and 32
wounded, including a four-month-

old baby, in an explosionin a house |

in the north of the Islamist-run
Gaza Strip on Thursday, Palestinian
medics said.

Witnesses and the Hamas move-
ment said the blast that levelled a
house in Beit Lahiya was caused by
an air strike, but the Israeli mili
tary denied any involvement,
saying it could have been an inter-
nal explosion,

Khaleda wants

FROM PAGE 1

participate in the election. And fo1
that, the state of emergency will
have to be withdrawn.”

Criticising the military-backed
administration’s ongoing anti-
crime drive, she said, “Leaders and
workers of the political parties are
being harassed in the name ol
curbing crimes. They cannot stay
in theirhousesdue to thedrive.”

She demanded that the govern-
mentstop the harassment’ immedi-
ately and release all politicalleaders.

“We have no objection to arrests
of criminals, but rounding up
political activists will definitely
hamper the process of creating an
environment conducive to holding
a free and fair election,” she
observed.

About the ongoing dialogue
between the military-backed
government and political parties,
Khaleda said, "First, let there be a
congenial atmosphere for talks gnd
only then will we say whether or
nottojointhe dialogue.”

[he BNP chief said the hike in
fertiliser prices would affect the
farmers badly. She also called for
subsidies in agriculture and mea-
sures to ensure that essentials
including rice and pulses are
within buying capacity of the com-
mon people.

Referring to about 20 percent
dearness allowance proposed in
the budget for the government
employees to cope with the price
spiral, she asked what would hap-
pen to the other people lacing
similar problems.

"How many people are public
servants? What about the rest? Take
immediate steps for them as well,”
shecontinued.

Queried about the government's
concernover herhealth, shereplied,

“If they are that worrned then why
theyare still detaining me?”

Earlier, Judge Khandaker Kamal
Uz-zaman fixed June 18 for passing
order on whether the tnal should
commence when there is already
one going on in a case against
Awami League (AL) President
Sheikh Hasina on similar charges.

The defence said the trial should
not begin before the end of pro-
ceedings of the Niko graft case
against Hasina since both the cases
involve the same story, seizure list
andevidence.

Ihey said the BNP-led four
party alliance government only
followed what had been initiated
during the tenure of the immediate
pastAL government,

The prosecution said the post-
ponement or adjournment of the
trial proceedings is an absurd idea,
They said the plaintiff and accused,
time and place of occurrence in the
cases are separate and that is why
there are no grounds for postpone-
mentoradjournment.

Later, talking to the reporters,
BNP Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossain quoted Khaleda as
saying that the law should be the
same for all and the government
would have to shoulder therespon-
sibility if Tarique Rahman and
Arafat Rahman Koko die for lack of
proper treatment

Eight other accused including
former law minister Moudud
Ahmed were also produced belore
the court yesterday.

On December 9 last year, the
Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) filed the case with lejgaon
Police Station against Khaleda and
10 others on charges of abuse ol
power in awarding a gas explora
tion and extraction deal to
Canadian company Niko.
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Airstrike threatens to worsen
US-Pak ties

AFP, Washington/ Peshawar

The United States defended itself
against charges its forces killed 11
Pakistani troops in an incident
Wednesday that threatened to
worsen already tense ties with its
keywar-on-terror ally.

The US-led coalition in
Afghanistan admitted carrying out
an air strike in Pakistan Wednesday
but said it targeted militants -- not

the Pakistani soldiers -- and that its
response was coordinated with
Pakistan.

Pakistan said a "cowardly”
air strike by US-led forces killed
11 Pakistani troops on
Wednesday near the Afghan
border and warned that it had
harmed cooperation in the war
againstterrorism,

The army accused the US-led
coalition in Afghanistan of launch-

ing an unprovoked attack on a
checkpost in Pakistan's volatile
Mohmand tnibal zone while the
foreign office demanded an inves-
ugation

[he incident, the worst of its
kind since Pakistan joined the “"war
on terror” in 2001, comes amid
growing unease in Washington and
Kabul over Pakistan's efiorts to
negotiate with Taliban militants in
the border region.

CAREER OPPORTUNITY WITH

HIDFC

IIDFC - an active player in the Financial Market is a development finance company promoted
by ten banks both from public and private sector, three insurance companies and Investment
Corporation of Bangladesh (ICB).

To be an integral part of its expansion, [IDFC is looking for individuals for Deposit mobilization,

SME finance and Home Loan with good educational background and impressiwe track récord. |

DEPOSIT ASSOCIATES Candidates will be responsible to promote and market our

various deposit products from individual and corporate bodies.

LOAN ASSOCIATES Candidates will be responsible to identify SME/Home Loan
clients and should be capable to appraise SME/Home Loan

proposals.

The prospective candidates should be BBA / MBA/ Masters in any discipline from a reputed
university. 1 to 2 years job experience preferably in Bank or Financial Institution with basic
focus on product marketing and relationship management will be an added advantage
Compensation package will be based on fixed salary plus commission on target achievement.

Last date for submission of application: June 30, 2008

IIDFC is an equal opportunity organization & Female candidates are encouraged to apply.

Industrial and Infrastructure Chamber Building (6th & 7th Floor)

Development Finance Company Limited Sl i apdiginieis

www.lidfc.com
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