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DISMISSAL OF HAROON HABIB

Supreme Court
rejects BSS
appeal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The appellate division of the
Supreme Court on Monday
upheld a High Court verdict

declaring illegal the Bangladesh |

Sangbad Sangstha (BSS) authori-
tes' action of dismissing MD
Haroon Habib as its managing
director.

A full bench of the appellate |

division headed by Justice
Mohammad Fazlul Karim passed
the verdict rejecting an appeal
filed by BSS, the state-run news
agency, againstthe HC judgment.
The BSS authoritnes dismissed

Haroon Habib as its managing |

director on October 31, 2001.
Later, he filed a writ petition with
the High Court challenging the
legality of the dismissal order.

On August 20 in 2007, the High
Court delivered its verdict declar-
ing illegal the dismissal of Haroon
Habib.

The court also directed BSS to
reinstate Haroon within 30 days
and pay him all salary arrears and
benefits within 60 days.

On December 31, 2007, the
appellate division of the Supreme
Court stayed the HC verdict fol-
lowing an application filed by the
BSS authorities.

The Supreme Court also asked
BSS to file a regular leave to appeal
against the HC judgment.

After the hearing of the case,
the appellate division yesterday
rejected the BSS authorities’
appeal.

Barrister M Amir-Ul Islam and
\Barmter Tania Amir appeared for
Haroon Habib while advocate M
Asaduzzaman moved for the BSS.

PSP urges govt
to stop mass
arrests

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Peshajibi Samannoy Parishad
(PSP), a platform for profession-
als, has urged the government to
stop mass arrests, lift emergency,
release detained former prime
minister Hasina and send her
abroad for treatment.

! The PSP made the demands at

an emergency meeting of«its |

central convening committee at
the Narional Press Club in the city
on Sunday night.

The PSP leaders said people
are facing harassments due to
mass arrests which are a clear
violation of human rights.

It will also undermine the
efforts for creating a congenial
environment for the upcoming
election, they added.

The speakers urged the gov-
ernment to release the innocent
people arrested under the mass
arrestdnve.

Presided over by Committee
Convener Chowdhury
Khalekuzzaman, the meeting was
also attended by Prof AAMS
Arefin Siddique of Dhaka
University, journalist Igbal
Sobhan Chowdhury, agriculturist
Mohammad Abdur Razzak Miah,
and member-secretary Dr
Kamrul Hasan Khan.

Get-together of
Dhaka College
'63-65 batch
July 5

A get-together of the students of |

1963-1965 batch of Dhaka College
willbeheld on July5in the city.
Former students of the batch
are requested to get registered by
contacting any of Mesbah Uddin
Ahmed (01711-564857), Col (retd)
Khaled (01711-675792), Waliul
Islam (8614415), Saifur Rahman
Dulal (01731-019855) and Dr
ShafiqurRahman (01711-526084).
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A winner of a poster competition organised by UNFPA receives her prize from actress Mousumi at a prize giving
ceremony in the city recently. UNFPA Representative Arthur Erken and Prof Mostafizul Haq were also present.

Declare local govt polls schedule
before national election

Bangladesh Upazila Chairman Association demands

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Members of Bangladesh Upazila
Chairman Association have
demanded declaration of the local
government election schedule
before the national election.

At a press conference at the
National Press Club in the city on
Monday, they hailed the caretaker
government for its initiatuve to hold

the local government polls.

The speakers expressed their
apprehension that the upcoming
elected government also will not
hold the local government election
as the last three elected govern-
ments failed to hold the polls.

They denounced the leaders of
three main political parties to
oppose the local government
election.

COMMUNITY CLINICS
Steps underway to outsource

management

Health experts protest move

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A programme is underway to
outsource the management of 342
community clinics and 130 union
health and family welfare centres
and hospitals to the private sector,
Finance Adviser ABM Mirza Azizul
Islam said on Monday.

[t is part of the government's
efforts to encourage the increased
involvement of private organisa-
tions in the health sector, he said in
the budgetspeech.

But the health experts sharply
reacted to this government's deci-
sion, terming it a process of com-
mercialisation of the health sector.

Around 11,000 community
clinics were set up to provide pri-
mary healthcare service to the
people free of cost during the ten-
ure of Awami League government,

but the BNP-led four party alliance
government stopped the activity of
the clinics.

Members of the National Health
Rights Movement on Monday said
the government should take care of
the primary healthcare service for

the poor.

Prof Dr Rashid E Mahbub, for-
mer president of Bangladesh
Medical Association (BMA), said
the community people even
donated their land for these com-
munity clinics in the hope that they
would receive free treatment. As
the government is now transferring
the clinics to the private sector, the
people would now have to pay for
their treatment, he added.

Rather, the clinics should be
given to the local government after
strengthening 1t and ensuring its
accountability, the experts said.

They said although they tried
several times during the party
governments in last 16 years for
holding the local government polls
but the leaders discouraged them
in different ways.

[he Association members
urged the government to arrange
the local government election as
early as possible because it will
help revive and strengthen democ-
racy atgrassrootslevel.

hey said upazila parishad
administration system was intro-
duced during an autocratic gov-
ernment in 1985 but it was later
dissolved by a partisan govern-
mentin 1991.

Besides reducing people's
tendency for rushing to cities and
bureaucratic tussle, a lot of new
roads, bridges, culverts and
employments were created under
that local government system, said
Association Convener and
Chairman of Srinagar upazila of
Munshigan) district Azizul Haque
Lebu Kazi in a paper at the press
conference

' The. speakers.said.as .the High
Court has prdered the governunent
to arrange the local government
election, it cannot disobey 1ts
verdict.

Besides, nowhere in the consti-
tution it has been mentioned that
the caretaker government cannot
hold the local government elec-
tion, theyadded.

Joint Convener and Association
President Afzal Hossain Kaisar,
Firo) Kabir from Savar, Mohammad
Shamsul Karim from Bandar
upazila and Mohammad Jasim
from Gajaria upazila also
addressed the press conference.

Australian High Commissioner Douglas Foskett and IOM Regional Representative for South Asia Rabab Fatima sign
an agreementona project in the city yesterday.
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migration

Australian High Commission
yesterday signed an agreement
with International Organisation
for Migration (IOM) for South
Asla to continue an extended
phase of the project titled 'En-
hancing Capacity of the
Immigration Officials to Combat
Irregular Migration in
Bangladesh', says a press release.

Under the deal, IOM will
receive an amountof AUD 95,213
(around Tk 61 lakh) under the
south Asia Governance Fund
2007-08 of the Australian govern-
menttoimplement the project.

LG BB R High
Commissioner Douglas Foskett
and IOM Regional Representative
for South Asia Rabab Fatima
signed the agreement on behalf
of their respective organisations
in the city yesterday.

The agreement was timely in
light of the comments in the

latest "Trafficking in Persons
Report-2008" that the govern-

Agreement to fight irregular

ment has yet to comply with the
minimum global standards of
human trafficking prevention,
the release added.

[OM will assist the Bangladesh
government through the project
to combat irregular migration,
including people smuggling and
trafficking in persons, and berter
migration by effective border
management,

IOM will provide technical,
professional and specialised
inputs and also will be the man-
agerofthe project.

High Commissioner Douglas
Foskett said Australia recognises
Bangladesh's continued commit-
ment to be a part of the interna-
tional effort to address the prob-
lem ofirregular migration.

Australia is pleased to be able
to contribute to Bangladesh's
efforts in this regard. The
Australian government puts high
priority on the issue of irregular
migration, he added,
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in rural areas: Adviser

municipalities, city corporations,
district councils, upazilla parishads
and union parishads have also been

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul Islam
on Monday said the supply cover
age of safe drinking water in rural
areas has*widened to 87 percent
from 83 percent while such cover-
age in the urban areas has
increased to 60 percent in the
current fiscal.

"Steps are also being taken to
supply safe drinking water through
pipelines in 300 villages of arsenic
prone areas and to establish
sources of arsenic-free sale drink
ing water in 200 wvillages and 5
municipalities,” the adviser said in
his budgetspeech.

The government has also
achieved 85 percent sanitation
coverage in urban areas and 8l
percent in rural areas against the
goal of providing 100 percent sani
tation coverage by 2010, he added

A comprehensive plan of the
Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) is being
implemented to construct growth
centres, union complexes, markets
exclusively for women, roads,
bridges and culverts at upazila and
unionlevels, he said.

About the local government
institutions, the adviser said a
number of bold steps have been
taken to make them more dynamic
and strong on the basis of a report
of a committee formed to formu
late recommendations for this
purpose.

Ordinances relating to local
government institutions such as

Common HR
vision for I'T
industry

IT industry leaders proposed a
common vision of human
resources (HR) for the industry at a
meeting of a forum for human
resources, saysapressrelease

The meeting of the forum was
organised at a city restaurant on
June 5. JOBS-ICT Private Limited
organised the meeting.

‘The forum acts as a platform for
industry-wide discussion of com-
mon challenges and opportunities
in securing qualified, skilled
human resources.

Habibullah N Karim, president
of Bangladesh Association ol
Software and Information Services
(BASIS) attended the meeting as
the chief guest.

Syed Mamnum Quader, senior
vice president of BASIS and direc
tor, -JOBS-ICT, hosted 4hv
programme :
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approved, he added
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“These ordinances will consoli-
date the local government institu-
tions financially, administratively

and legally which in turn will trans-

congrats to AKH

We congratulate AKH Knitting & Dyeing Ltd., a sister concern of AKH Group
for being certified by the FLO-Cert GmbH, Germany to produce FAIRTRADE '

Standard Garments in Bangladesh

We feel proud to be the Logistic Partner of AKH Group.

ABX LOGISTICS

www.abxlogistics.com
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Jate into reality the ideals of local
level administration through local
leadership,” said the finance
adviser.
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Our Products & Services that create value for your business

Seafreight
Customs Clearance

Dhaka Office :

Bashati Aristocrats (3™ Floor)
Plot # 6, Block # SW (H)
Gulshan -1, Dhaka 1212

| Tel: +88 02 9898030, 9896729,

| 8855728, 8857109

| Fax: +8802 9885021

Airfreight
Project Logistics

Ir

YOUR LOGISTICS,
OUR PASSION

Chittagong Office:

Nascent Tower (5" Floor)
806/A, Agrabad C. A.
Chittagong 4100

Tel: 880 31 -2522419 - 21
Fax: 880 31 2522073

Contract Logistics
ansportation&Distribution

House # 13, Road # 7
Sector-1,Uttara Model Town
Dhaka-1230

Tel ; 880 2 8952833

Fax: 880 2 8952833
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PANNA ELECTRONICS (PVT,) LTD

Inverter Steam Microwave OQver é

" 27 L Oven Capacity
Steam + Convection + Grill + Microwave)
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Visit Panasonic Microwave counters and meet
Prof. Siddiqua Kabir
at the following dates and places:
*June 13-14. 2008 < Agora. Dhanmonds
* June 20-21 208 - Agora, Moghbazar

«June 27-28 2008 <Agora, Gulshan

*July 04-05, 2008 - Agora, Mirpur
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with every purchase of
above mentioned models
of Panasonic Microwave Oven

ting dealers now! Offer valsd Tl STOCK Last

+ 71/D, B. B. National Stadium Market, Dhaka-1000. Tel. : 9565368, 9568177, 9567010. Fax:

880-2-9563336. E-mail: pannaltd@gmail.com wmK. ELECTRONICS (STADIUM BRANCH): 95, Bangabandhu National Stadium Markel,
0558487 M.K. ELECTRONICS (GULSHAN BRANCH): Harmid Tower, 24 Guishan C/A, Circle-2, Guishan, Dhaka-1212. Tel

Dhaka-1000. Tel. -9554232, 9570409

9863108, 9894225, 9893109. A.B. ELECTRONICS (DHANMONDI BRANCH)

Road No.: 04, House No.-07, Mamlaz Plaza, Dhanmondi, Dhaka Tel. : 9664331, NEW JAPAN ELECTRONICS: Level-1, Block-B, Shop-50, Bashundhara City, Panthapath. Mobile: 01552330270

01715853669 WORLD NATIONAL ELECTRONICS CO . 35/2, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Kawran Bazar. Dhaka. Mobile: 011911203914, Tel
Mobile: 01195062010, AKOTA TRADERS: 397-398-399, New Super Markel, Dhaka. Mobile: 01552401686, Tel.: 8652832. A.H. ENTERPRISE: 123, New Markel.
8615682 SUPREME ELECTRONICS: 1/16 Ground Floor, Plot No.-37, Sector-3 (Shanto Bhander), Uttara. Tel
9556313, 7176796 Mobile: 01552353097. J.B. INTERNATIONAL: Omon Mansion, 349/Ka, Badurtola, Kandirpar, Comifla. Tel
AVILASH ELECTRONICS: 414, Biponi Bitan (3rd Floor), Chittagong. Tel, ; 631989, CHATTALA ELECTRONICS: Admeen Resort, 110 CDA Avenue, Sholashahar, Chittagong. Mobile

Para, Airport Road, Tejgaon. Dhaka
Dhaka-1205. Tel

76. B. B. National Stadium, Dhaka-1000. Tel

8922842 Mobile: 01

9115687 LIFE LINE INTERNATIONAL: 147/A-1, 2 Monpuri

713001353, 01712014940, YEAMIN ELECTRONICS
081.77143, 01817029983

01711021966, Tel

653760, 651330. CHATTALA ENTERPRISE: 24 M. M. Ali Road, Lal Khan Bazar, Chittagong. Tel. : 634179. RAINBO ELECTRONICS: 910, Modhubon Super Marke!l, Bandar Bazar, Sylhet. Tel : 715142
ABC ELECTRONICS: Lauf Center (2nd Floor), Zinda Bazar, Sylhel. Tel ; 0821-711600, Mobile: 01199603301, 01711812290. ELECTRO BAZAR: 403 Latf Center, Zindabazar, Syihet. Tel. :0449-5000456

01711-332543, FUTURE ELECTRONICS: Latif Center (3rd Floor), Zinda Bazar, Sylhet. Mobile: 01711879656, 0181955653, Tel
0631-65086. FATEMA ELECTRONICS. 37, Girza Moholla, Banishal. Tel
ASIAN MARKETING CO.

Alipur Mour, Faridpur. Tel

ENTERPRISE: Puran Bazar Road, Main Road, Jaipurhal
N

0821-2831101, 082

0431-64220, 0431-2173541. SAVE & SAFE: 2

142, AR Plaza (Ground Floor). A Hamid Road

1-716405 PAPRI ELECTRONICS. Shek Mupb Road
0. Edan Market, Khuina. Mobile. 01711461547 TITH)
Pabna Tel 073164667, Mobile: 01812402244
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