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NAT'L. CONVENTION TOMORROW

Call to establish democratic rlghts

of people with disabilities

DU CORRESPONDENT

A national convention on Demo-
cratic rights of people with dis-
abilities' will be held in the city
tomorrow with a view to establish-
ing democratic rights for the
physically challenged people in
the country.

Action on Disability and
Development (ADD), a UK-based
international organisation that
works for the people with disabili-
ties, National Council of Disabled
woman (NCDW) and National
Grassroots Disability Organisation

(NGDO) will jointly organise the
4th national convention at the
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre.

ADD Country Director
Mosharaf Hossain at a press
conference in the city yester-
day said President lajuddin
Ahmed is expected to be pres-
ent at the inaugural session of
the convention as the chief
guest, while Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) ATM
Shamsul Huda will address the
concluding session.

The convention aims at making
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sure of setting up polling centres
with entry facility for the penple
with disabilities, ensuring privacy
during their voting and managing
transport facilities for them in the
next general elections.

"We hope political parties
would include the vital issues of the
people with disabilities in their
election manifestos and express
their solidarity with them to pre-
serve their democratic rights,”
Hossain added.

He said money and use of mus-
cle power in the politics create
obstruction on the way of partici-
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pation and representation of the
people with disabilities in the
politics, which is like a threat to the
democratic practice and the free
and fairelection.

ADD Human Rights Officer
Fazlul Azim said, "We want to
ensure representatinn and
increase participation of people
with disabilities in the next
elections through the conven
tion".

NCDW President Umme
Kulsum Ranjana and Coordinator
Feroza Akhter Sima also took part
in the conference.

GOVT-POLITICAL PARTIES DIALOGUE

PHOTO: PID
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed holds talks with the leaders of Islami Oikya Jote at his office in the city yesterday as
part of ongoing dialogue with the political parties.

10] proposes polls in October

UNB, Dhaka

Islami Oikya Jote (10)) yesterday called
on the caretaker government to hold
the general election in October, notin
December, so that Hajis can cast their
votes.

The holy ha) will take place on
December 7 and Eid-ul-Azha on
December 9, the Jote leaders said
during its dialogue with the caretaker
government

The 10] took a strong stand agamst
the palincs of militancy and called for

‘jtselimination. -

~ The 10] leaders. said ,all ‘parties
"should come forward casting off
arrogance and with an attitude of
giving concession 1o restore peace and
democratic poliicsinthecountry.”

The government side assured the
10] that haj pilgrims hopefully would
be able to cast their vote after perform-
ing haj.

The government also reaffirmed
that the general election would be held
asper the announced tmeframe.

The caretaker government is opu-
mistic about successful conclusion of
the ongoing dialogue between the
government and political parties with
the participation of all parties as they
believe major political parties are
responsible partiesand have interestin
transition to democratic politics
through peaceful and democraticway.

Education Adviser Hossain Zillur
Rahman and 10] Chamrman Muft
Fazlul Hugq Aminee expressed the
views at a post-dialogue joint press
briefing held at the Chief Adwviser's
Office to disseminate the outcome of
thedialogue.

Aminee, a former lawmaker of the
BNP-led coalition, led an 11-member
delegation to the dialogue that contin-
ued for around two hours from

10:00am. He put forward a 21-point
demandinwntng.

The demands include holding
general elections before the local
government polls, release of political
leaders and workers, including BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia, who are
detained in 'harassment’ cases, stop-
ping politics of atheists and murtad
(heretics) and declarning them ineligi-
ble forelection, cancelling the initiative
to amend the constitution and formu-
late national charter, scrapping anti-
Quran and anti-Sunnah sectionsofthe
National Women Development Policy,
decentralisation of power to grassroots
level of administration and stopping
false reporting by a section of newspa-
pers branding Islamic institutions and
Madrasas asplacesof militancy.

Other demands are immediate
lifting of state of emergency and
restrictions on indoor politics, iInviting
observers for monitoring the general
election, removing doubt over holding
theelectonindue imeandnddingthe
nation of a sense of doubt over any
initiative being taken.

Replying to a quesuon as to
whether Sheikh Hasina'sreleaseis part
of reported 'minus-two’ policy,
Education Adviser HossainZillur saidit
is the responsibility of you (media) to
analyse it. “We only will disseminate
informationavailable.”

Regarding the doubts over the
general election, the adviser said the
government 1s advancing towards its
goal through specific steps and follow-
ing the electoral roadmap to hold the
pollsinafairand peaceful atmosphere.

On upazila elections, he said there
is an obligation as per court verdicts to
holdtheupazila polls.

He said the caretaker governmentis
determined to hold local elections and

. the general election according to the

roadmap.

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed,
Communications Adviser Maj Gen
(Retd) Ghulam Quader, LawAdviserAF
Hassan Ariff and Foreign Adviser
Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury were
presentatthedialogue.

Islami Oikya Jote delegation mem-
bers included its Secretary General M
Abdul Latif Nezami, Mohiuddin Khan,
Md Abdur Rakib, Pirjada Moeenuddin
Ahmad Jubair Mia, Jasimuddin, Muft
Md Wakkas, Md Zonaid Al Habib,
Abdullah '\.ld .Hannan and Mufu Md
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Tax free T
sector up to
2011 sought

BSS, Dhaka

Noted economist M Shoeb
Chowdhury yesterday called for keep-
ing software and information and
communication technology (ICT)
sector free from tax in the proposed
budgetfor fiscal2008-09upto2011.

Shoeb Chowdhury, who is secre-
tary general of International
[nstitutes of Business Analysis
(IIBA), said the tax-free ICT sector
would bring a revolutionary change
in the country.

The IIBA secretary general,
representing the Canada-based
organisation IIBA, also said reduc-
ing duty on computer hardware by
two percent is a good sign for quick
growth of the ICT sector.

The economist urged the gov-
ernment to increase the allocation
of Tk300 crore in the revised budget,
instead of Tk 100 crore proposed in
the new budget.
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span of a decade, approx.

Email career@hsbc.com.bd

Join the World's Local Bank

HSBC is one of the largest financial services organizations in the world
and one of the few banks with a truly global presence with around
312,000 employees in 83 countries and territories.

HSBC Trade and Supply Chain Department
Being the leading most trade and supply chain bank in the world, we
continuously challenge ourselves in ensuring seamless local service

excellence delivered through our wide global platform. Within the short

8% of country’s trade volume (including
both export and import) was routed through HSBC Bangladesh in 2007.

a senior management position reporting locally to Corporate Banking
Head and functionally to Head of Trade and Supply Chain Asia Pacific

(ex-Greater China) based in Hong Kong

The ideal candidate should possess the following:
® Extensive knowledge and insights on domestic and international trade
® Versatility in innovating, designing and delivering seamless solutions

to the corporate customers
® Proven leadership quality and team management skills

If you have what it takes to embark on the challenge, please visit
www.hsbe.com.bd for detail job description and submission deadline,

HSBC <X

The world’s local bank

We are looking for
To further build on our existing trade leadership in the local market, we

are looking for an experienced industry professional to lead one of
the finest trade and supply chain teams in the banking industry. This is

OFFSHORE OIL, GAS
EXPLORATION

Verdictin writ
petition against
tender process
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Courtwill deliver its order
today in a writ petition challenging
the legality of the government
action of inviting tender from
international oil companies for oil
and gas exploration in the Bay of
Bengal.

An HC bench of Justice Md
Imman Ali and Justice Md Emdadul
Huq fixed the date after a hearing
on the petition yesterday.

Petrobangla floated the tender
on February 15 for exploration of
oil and gas in 28 blocks in the Bay of
Bengal.

Barrister Munshi Ahsan Kabir, a
Supreme Court lawyer, and Shah
Abdul Hannan, former energy
secretary, jointly filed the writ
petition with the HC on May 4.

In the petition, they stated that
as per article 58(D) of the constitu-
tion, the caretaker government
could not take any decision for
exploration of natural resources
like oil and gas. The petitioners also
prayed to the court to direct the
government to stop the tender

- process.

" The energy secretary,Jaw secre-
tary .and -Petrobangla. chairman
were made respondents in the writ
pettion.

Barrister Abdur Razzak, the
counsel for the petitioners, submit-
ted before the court that the care-
taker government is an unelected
interim government, which has no
jurisdiction to take any policy
decisions like exploration of the
mineral resources.

As per the provisions of the
constitution, only the elected
governments can take such policy
decisions, headded.

He also said thatifoil and gas are
exported, not only the current
generation, but also the future
generation would be affected.

Additional Attorney General
Salauddin Ahmed opposed the writ
petition and told the court that oil
and gas should be explored in order
to increase the production of elec-
tricity and fertliser.

“Gas is the only raw material
for energy and power produc-
tion. There 1S an acute shortage
of electricity supplyin the coun-
try. Oil and gas should be
explored for the interest of the
nation,” he said.

Baira clarification

President of Bangladesh
Association of International
Recruiting Agencies (Baira)
Ghulam Mustafa has sent a clarifi-
cation to a report headlined "Man-

' power Export: Bangladesh suffers

from image problems’ published in
TheDailyStaron June 8.

In the report, Baira president
was quoted as saying that many of
the officials of the ministry of expa-
triates’ welfare and overseas
employmentare dishonest.

In the clarification, Ghulam
Mustafa said, "What actually I have
sald 1s that most of the officials of
the ministry are of negative
approach. They suffer from inac-

. tion and take much time in dispos-
l ingof files."
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Alarge number of cars have been imported ahead of the budget 2008-09. The photo was taken in Chittagong Port area yesterday.

Strict laws, teachings of tolerance
can establish disciplined society

Academicians tell discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Academicians at a discussion
yesterday called for framing strin-
gent laws and spreading the teach-
ings of tolerance in the educational
institutions to check anarchy and
establish adisciplined society.

Students played very significant
roles during different turbulent
democratic movements of the
nation, but sometimes their violent
reactions to cases like road acci-
dents and some other incidents
cause greater losses to innocent
people, theyadded.

The Weekly Economic Times
organised the discussion on “Stu-
dents reaction on any incident or
accident” at Institute of Diploma
Engineers in the city with former
vice chancellor (VC) of Dhaka

University Prof Ema;uddzn Ahmt d |

inthe chair. ' AL

Violent reactions by students or |
other groups are observed mainly |
in the developing countries, which |

were once colonies of different
nations. They cannot think that the
government properties like trans-
ports or other structures are actu-
ally owned by the people, said Prof
Emajuddin Ahmed.

“Even today violent reactions
are witnessed in the developing
countries where people are divided
in many groups for different inter-
ests. People even engage them-
selves in violent activities just on
the basis of rumour,” he added.

Prof Emajuddin said, “Unfortu-
nately,
been taken to make people
respectful tolaws. Even the govern-
ment officials and law enforcers
regularly violate laws that encour-
age common people to follow
them.”

4 OCs stand
released
in Chittagong

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Officers-in-charge (OC) of four
police stations under Chittagong
Metropolitan Police (CMP) were
stand released at a time here yes-
terday.

The order was issued by the
police headquarters in Dhaka.
The concerned OCs handed over
their charges immediately after
receiving the order, said CMP
sources.

However, nothing could be
known about the reason behind
the stand release.

The stand-released police
officers were OC Nurul Alam of
Kotwali Police Station (PS), OC
Mujibur Rahman Majumder of
Pahartali PS, OC Kazi Matiul Islam
of Bayezid PS and OC Md Jahangir

1 Alam of Port PS.

no effective measure has |
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Democratic values suggest that
people should have the feeling of
ownership for the public proper-
ties, he said, adding “Rule of law
cannot be established unless these
democratic values are widely
practised.”

South East University VC Dr
Shamsher Ali said highway police
should be introduced to check
overtaking and over speed tenden-

cies of vehicles ply on the streets
and punish those responsible for
any violation of traffic rules.
Violent actions by workers or
students in cases of any accidents
are part of the political culture of
the country, he said, adding that
the authorities concerned that
issue licences to the drivers are also
responsible for accidents because
they often do no check whether the

FPHOTO STAR

CPD Executive Director Mustafizur Rahman speaks at a press conference on

~ budget 2008-09 at Brac Inn Centre in the city yesterday. The Centre for Policy

Dialogue organised the event. (Story on Page-1)

drivers are well-trained.

“The tendency of smashing or
setting fire to vehicles following
death of a student or a worker will
go if authorities can assure that the
peopleresponsible for the accident
will be punished,” Dr Shamsher Ali
added.

Speaking as the guesr of honour,
Home Secretary Abdul Karim said
emotion of young students is-a
common phenomenon, but it
turns into problems when 1t
crosses the limit.

Referring to last year's chaos
that followed a small incident
between students and law enforc-
ers on the Dhaka University cam-
pus, he said that particular inci-

| dent caused serious damages to

thenaton.

Comilla University VC Dr Golam
Maola, in his keynote, said some
quarters misuse students . or some
other groups who sometimes feel
they are deprived of their due
rights.

“We must be aware of ill motives
ofsuchvested quarters.”

Joint Editor of the Prothom Alo
Abdul Qayyum said various dispar-
ities in the society and unemploy-
ment create feelings of resentment
among people which are expressed
In reactionsto accidents.

Dhaka University Prof Dr
Aminul Islam also spoke at the
discussion moderated by Editor of
Weekly Economic Times Shawkat
Mahmud.
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