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indigenous people's rights
Speakers tell workshop

*STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A study of Bangladesh Society for
" the Enforcement of Human Rights
. (BSEHR) yesterday revealed that
- some 61.44 percent of indigenous
« people still face discrimination,
_ 41.86 percentare victims of corrup-
‘dons, and 18.67 percent evicted
« from theirancestors' land.

. The study titled 'Legal and
human rights of ethnic minorities
in Bangladesh' was conducted on
332 indigenous people of Jessore,
Mymensingh, Chapainawabganj,
Gaibandha, Jamalpur, Pabna,
Rangamati and Sylhet districts
from April 2007 to March 2008.

According to the study, 50 per-
cent of these people are not getung
fair price of their agricultural prod-
ucts while 4939 percent com-
plained that they are not getung
treatment in public hospitals.

Presenting the findings at a

workshop at the Cirdap auditorium
in the city, Prof Nazrul Islam of
Dhaka University said as around
1.2 million indigenous people of
the country are yet to be recognised
as special or indigenous communi-
ties constitutionally, they are
deprived of enjoying their rights
and facing discrimination.

He said some 30.12 percent of
indigenous people are not getting
educational facilities while 22.89
percent of them are facing threats
and violence.

He called for strengthening
security of life and property of the
minority communities in the coun-
try and upholding the basic human
rights of all citizens as enshrined in
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

Prof Nazrul also called for halt-
ing land grabbing and forced evic-
tion of the indigenous communi-
tes ensuring full implementation

of the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
Peace Treaty, and monitoring the
activities of law enforcement agen-
cies in the CHT by an independent
body.

“Laws in the CHT should be
revised to meet international
human rights standard and a
National Human Rights
Commission should be formed as a
matter of priority to address the
human rights situation in the
CHT," he added.

As 1t 1s very expensive to ensure
Human Rights (HR) through the
High Court, itis a must to establish
an independent National HR
Commission immediately, said
Prof Mesbah Kamal of Dhaka
University, adding that the repre-
sentation of indigenous people in
the HR Commission must be
ensured.

He said by providing voter 1D
cards, a process is going on to

legalise the setters including those
who went to CHT areas even two to
three months ago.

“The problems regarding ethnic
minorities will remain until the
plurality is recognised in the coun-
try,” said Prof Kamal, highlighting
the grabbing of lands ofindigenous
peopleindifferent areas.

Demanding institutional recog-
nition, Sanjeeb Drong, general
secretary of Bangladesh Adivashi
Forum, urged the government to
enact national laws in the light of
ILO Convention, Conventional
Biological Diversity and Child
Rights Convention (CRC) that have
been ratified by the government,

He also called for recognising
the human rights of indigenous
people.

Presided over by Dr Mizanur
Rahman Shelly, the workshop was
moderated by Advocate Alena
Khan, executive director of BSEHR.

India&d‘est'roy Pakistan
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removed as was the prolific

Mohammad Yousuf. Akmal slammed
two sixes and four boundaries but he
tried one too many shots and capitu-
lated at the hands of debutant Yusuf
Pathan to give Praveen his fourth
wicket. The Meerut-borm swing bowiler,
who relies on his vanation, took his
third four-wicket haul in only his sixth
ODI

Pakistan skipper Shoaib Malik
made a 67-ball 53 but by then, the game
was well and truly over as Misbahul Haq
and Shahid Afridi were gone by that
time although their run-rate was above

Abducted girl
rescued

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The police yesterday rescued a 12-
year-old girl, who was abducted on
June 7, in front of the Eastern Plaza
MarketatHatirpoolin the city.

The police earlier arrested two
kidnappers -- Sara, 20, and Minrtu, 22.

The girl, a student of Ideal School
and College, was abducted in front of
hersehool, the policesaid.

Motijheel police first arrested Sara
in Dhaka after a case was filed. And
Mintu was arrested from Gurudaspur
in Natore on Mondaynight.

The victim's father received a call
yesterday from an unknown person
saying that the girl is now waiting In
front ofthe Eastern Plaza.

On receiving informaton, the
investigation officer rushed to the
scene and rescued the girl.
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Seminar

Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum
(BSAF) organises a seminar on "Elimi-
nation of worst form of child labour: Role
of the government and the cvil society’.
Venue: Meghna Hall, Biam. Time:
10:00am

Festival

Dhakabashi organises a seasonal fruit
festival beginning from today. Venue:
Bangladesh Shishu Academy pre-
mises. Time: 4:45pm.

Conference

Bangladesh Enterpnse Institute (BEI)
organises the Second National Confer-
ence on Trends in militancy in Bangla-
desh and possible responses’ and will
launch the book 'Countenng terronsm in
Bangladesh’. Venue: BEl conference
room. Time: 9:00am.

Seminar

Bangladesh Astronomical Society and
Bangladesh Open Source Network
organmise a seminar on zero gravity
experience. Venue: FREPD auditonum,
Nilkhel. Time: 5:00pm.

Discussion

Community Participation and Develop-
ment will hold a discussion titted The
role of media in eliminating child labour’,
Venue: Social Welfare Direclorate.
Time: 10:30am.

View exchange meeting

National Forum of Organisations
Working with the Disabled (NFOWD)
organises a view exchange meeting on
The right to employment of persons
with disabilities’. Venue: LGED Bhaban.
Time: 10:00am

Seminar

Imagine a New South Asia (INSA) and
Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad
organise a seminar titled 'Food secu-
rity and waler issues in South Asia’.
Venue: Cirdap auditorium. Time:
10:00am.

Discussion

Scholars Debate organises a discus-
sion on ways fo get rid of criminalisation,
Venue: National Press Club. Time:
10:00am.

View exchange meeting

Acid Survivors Network and
Poriprekkhit will organise a view
exchange meeting on a documentary
made by acid survivors. Venue: Dhaka
Reporters' Unity. Time: 3.00pm.
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five runs an over.

Piyush Chawla weaved his leg-spin
around the Pakistan middle and lower
order, taking four wickets for 40 runs
and completed the rout with the wicket
ofWahab Riaz in the 36th over.

But it was man-of-the-match
Sehwag's initial explosion that
destroyed Pakistan's morale. On a
belter of a wicket, Sehwag cut and drove
his way to nine boundaries and
smashed a six over long-on as he
reached 89 in no time. But it ended
when he tried to play a cute late-cut off
left-armer Wahab but it went as far as
Akmal's gloves. His partmership with
Gambhir yielded 155 runs in just 21.3
overs with the left-hander hiting a run-
a-ball 62 with sixboundaries.

Yuvraj Singh's half-century com-
plemented the Delhi pair's opening
act as India looked on course for a 300-
plus score.

Not only through their poor bowl-
ing, the Pakistanis helped out in the
field by dropping two chances offered
by Gambhir and Sehwag, on 43, edged
to Akmal but when he almost reached
the dressing room, he was sent back by
his teammates after replays suggested
that the ball fell short of the Pakistani
wicketkeeper. Third umpired ruled and
given arepreve.

left-hander also stroked three bound-
aries in his 54-ball 55 before Umar Gul
terminated his innings.

[ndiawobbled for a while after Rohit
Sharma fell but Yuvraj's 38-run stand
with skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni
provided the innings its final push
towards a huge score. Dhoni pulled,
slashed and hacked Wahab for three
boundaries in the 42nd over but the
Indian captan's knock was cut short
when he fell leg-before to a Sohail
Tanveer full-toss for 25 off 24 balls.

None of the Pakistani bowlers made
any impact on the match and it got
worse when Wahab Riaz was given the
marching orders before he could finish
his ten-over spell for bowling two
beamers in the 24th and 46th over. He
gave away 86 from 9.2 overs to cap off a
patheticday.

While the Pakistanis pondered who
will bowl the four balls that remained,
captain Shoaib Malik was seen pointing
to his shoulders when Younis Khan
suggested he bowl.

[n the middle of all that mess, Suresh
Raina slammed two huge sixes in his
22-ball 26.

Gul finished with three wickets and
there were two each for Afridi and
Wahab while Tanveer tookone.

Tomorrow, Bangladesh gake son

Yuvraj smiashed “Afridi over-mid-** India‘in the final league mately of the

for his third six over long-off. The stylish

| wicket twice @iid Slarmuned Rao Iftekhar! ¢ gompetition at, the,'Shere/Bangla

National Stadium.

Budget aims at 8 objectives

FROM PAGE 1

Salehuddin Ahmed, National Board
of Revenue Chairman Abdul Mazid
and secretaries of the planning,
finance and economic relations
divisions were present at the press
conference.

Mirza Aziz said the budgethas been
announced with eight major objec-
tives including creating employments,
maintaining prices of essentials at a
tolerable level, ensuring food security
and extending social safetynet.

In the budget Tk 16,932 crore was
proposed for social safety net and Tk
58,255 crore (58.3 percent) for poverty
reduction. Implementation of the
budget will not be difficult because the
local government bodies, which will be
elected soon, and the administration
willimplementit, he said.

The size of the budget, its deficit
and bank borrowing--none of these
are that big and unrealistic compared
tothe GDP headded.

Asked if the size of Annual

Development Programme (ADP) is
small this year, Mirza Aziz said the
ADP should not be so large that it

cannot be implemented. "We have
prepared an ADP, which is realistic
and can be implemented,” he said.

[n response to economists’ criti-
cism that too much bank borrowing
will increase expenditures, he said a
major portion of the interest to be paid
by the government would be injected
domestically, which will have a positive
impacton the country’s economy.

He said the expenditure for paying
interests has been fixed at Tk 12,565
crore, of which Tk 11,274 crore will be
paid domestically and Tk 1,291 crore

as interests of foreign loans.

The government borrowing will

neither create any liquidity problem
for the private sector, nor will it
increase interest rates, the adviser
said, noting that the private sector
creditgrowthisalready20-21 percent.

Bangladesh Bank Governor
Salehuddin Ahmed echoed the view,
saying borrowing is nota major jump.
"Yet, if the public expenditure is
qualitative, it will boost the private
sector,” he said.

Asked ifallowing of whiteningblack
money is right at a tme when the
government is going aggressive against
corruption, Mirza Aziz said the chance
has been given for legal money from
undisclosed income sources.

Asked if the government-projected
inflation rate's coming down to 9
percentis not high, e said the govern-
ment has not unnecessarily projected
a small rate. "We will take steps so that
such inflation does not affect the poor
people,” headded.

The government has decided to
sell 8.5 lakh tonnes of rice at lower
prices through open market sales, and
distribute 12 lakh tonnes of rice
through programmes like food for
work, Vulnerable Group Feeding and
Vulnerable Group Development.

The budget has been prepared
considering the price adjustment
issues of fertiliser and petroleum,
Mirza Azz said although he did not
specify the time and amount of prices
to be adjusted.

The government proposed Tk
4,285 crore for agriculture, Tk 3,688
crore for fertiliser, Tk 57 crore for
electricity, Tk 540 crore for diesel, Tk
6,106 crore for fuel, Tk 834 crore for
gas and power, Tk 1,318 crore for
food, Tk 1,050 crore for export and
Tk 55 crore for others.

Rain likely

UNB, Dhaka
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temperature over the country.

Lomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty or squally wind is likely at many places over Barisal,
Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and at a few places over Rajshahi,
Dhaka and Khulna divisions in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Moderately heavy to heavy rainfalls are also expected at places
during the period, Met Office said, predicting nearly unchanged day

Highest temperature 34.7 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
dayatSylhetand lowest 23.7 degrees Celsius also at Sylhet.
The sun sets in the capital at 6:46pm today and rises at 5:10am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidityin
Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 30.0 25.7 B8 76
Chittagong 30.8 25.5 77 83
Rajshahi 31.6 24.4 88 72
Khulna 31.0 25.0 95 85
Barisal 29.5 25.5 100 88
Sylhet 34.7 23.7 81 74
Cox's Bazar 31.4 24.2 88 77

“

56 Bangladeshis
return home
after serving
in Indian jail

A CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

A total of 56 Bangladeshi citizens,
who served two years in Indian jail,
were handed over yesterday to the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) personnel
and immigration police by the
Border Security Force (BSF).

Another 53 people were handed
over a day before by the BSE With
this, a total of 109 Bangladeshi
citizens were handed over to the
Bangladesh authorities.

Police said these people went to
India two years ago searching for
better jobs and were caught by
[Indian police and sent to Damdam
Jailin Kolkata.

Of them, 54 workers were from
Satkhira, one from Sylhet and the
other from Dianjpur districts.

Bangladesh Mahila Ainjibi
Samity brought them back by
contacting the jail authorities.

BMAS Officer advocate Sadeka
Khatun and Programme Officer
Lavilu Mia received the workers
from the Benapole land port police.

Human chain
to save N'ganj
Kumudini

sports ground

DU CORRESPONDENT

Sportsmen, sports organisers and
leaders of different local organisa-
tions yesterday formed a human
chain in front of the district press
club demanding steps to save
Kumudini sports ground in
Narayanganj, saysapressrelease.

Leaders of different local sports
organisations participated in the
programme

They caﬂ}.rd on the authorities of

Kumudini Welfare Trust (KWT) to
hold view exchange meetings with
local sports organisers and leaders of
other organisations before selling the
sports ground.

Later, three separate memoranda
were submitted to the deputy com-
missioner, police super and KWT
authorities in order to save the
ground. They will observe a token
hunger strike in front of the press club
on June 13. Narayanganj District
Sports Association General Secretary
AZ7M Ismail Babu and Vice President
KutubuddinAfsaritook part.

Prof Rahman Math
Society president

Prof M Shamsur
Rahman, a
mathematician
and fellow of
the World

Foundation,
has been
elected presi-
dent of the Bangladesh

Mathematical Society for the year

2008-09, says a press release.
Prof Rahman taught at Dhaka,

Rajshahi and Jahangirnagar
University in Bangladesh and

Islamabad University in Pakistan.

A good number of papers and
features of Prof Rahman were
published in recognised journals at
| home and abroad.

PK Roy made
council chair
of Lions Clubs
[International

apressrelease.

He became member of Lions
Club in 1988 through Lions Club of

Dhaka Shahbag.

Innovation

Ln PK Roy was
elected council
chairperson of
Lions Clubs
International,
Multiple
District 315 for
2008-2009, says

METROPOLITAN/NEWS .-

Form nat'l commission to ensure

—

Create alternative fofée to

overcome present crisis
Leaders of small parties call at dialogue

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of different small political
parties yesterday called for unity
among themselves to create an
alternative force to help overcome
the present crisis.

The call was made at a national
political dialogue titled 'Remedies
of present crisis' at the National
Press Club in the capital,

Leaders of around 33 small
political parties attended the dia-
logue organised by Krishak Sramik
Janata League (KSJL) President
Kader Siddique Bir Uttam.

The leaders said the only way 10
come out of the crisis is to hold the
national election and form a demo-
cratic government,

Kader Siddique said they would
formulate a guideline soon for
forming unity with other political
parties.

“The country got its independ-
ence under a single leadership,
then was run forlong under a single
leadership in many forms, but now
people do not want single leader-
ship any more,” he added.

Kader Siddique said only collec-
tive leadership can ensure the
fruits ofindependence forall.

He blamed the political leaders
for irresponsibility that caused the
changed in January 2007,

Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh
(BDB) Secretary General Maj (retd)
Abdul Mannan said owing to weak

leadership the country lags behind
inmany respects,

He said the political parties
should get united to bring out the
country from the crisis.

Maj Mannan said handing over
power to an elected government is
the only way to end the crisis.

“If the caretaker government
fails to hold the election by
December then the people would
have no other option but to go for
movement,” he added.

Najim Uddin al Azad, president
of Bangladesh Liberal Democratic
Party (BLDP), said unity among the

political parties is the need of the
hour,

He said some try to divide the
parties terming small and big ones,
but the fact is that the big one
cannot go to power without the
help of small parties.

National Peoples Party
Chairman Sheikh Shawkat Hossain
Nilu, Jatiya Gonotantrik Party
President Shafiul Alam Pradhan,
National Awami Party (Bhashani)
President Sheikh Anwarul Haque,
and Chairman of a faction of Islami
Oikya Jote (10]) Misbahur Rahman
were presentatthe dialogue,

Krishak Sramik Janata League President Kader Siddique speaks at a politi-
cal dialogue atthe National Press Club in the city yesterday. On his right is
Maj (Retd) Abdul Mannan and on his left are Shafiul Alam Prodhan, Shawkat
Hossain Niluand AB Khandaker Golam Mortuza,
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BNP factions wait

FROM PAGE 1

Rahman and vice-presidents
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf and
Osman Farruk--yesterday held a
closed-door meeting at Farruk's
Gulshan home to discuss the latest
situation.

"We are observing the situation and
[ think a lot more would happen in the
coming days,” Mahbubur Rahman
told The Daily Star last night when
asked about their meeting.

He also said they want to bring
unity in the party to make the party
stronger before sitting for dialogue
with the interim government There is
no alternative to bringing qualitative
changes through the implementation
ofreformsinthe party, headded.

Meanwhile, BNP chairperson-
appointed Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain yesterday

( held'a'meeting with party leaders at

his Nam flat in the capital. A number
of former lawmakers and front
organisation leaders were present in
the meeting.

They discussed the directives of
their detained party Chairperson
Khaleda Zia to make the party strong
for a movement to realise their
demands, which include the release
ofKhaleda.

Party leaders said the chairperson
asked the secretary general to hold a
meeting with the party’s senior leaders
and decide on issues considering the
situation. They also said Khaleda Zia
had already asked all BNP leaders to
cooperate with the secretary general in
running partyactivities.

According to the leaders, the
chairperson's lawyers conveyed the

message in this connection to
Hannan Shah.

Delwar, yesterday in a discussion
organised by Jatiyatabadi Tanti Dal,
categorically said unconditional
release of Khaleda Zia is a must for
holding a meaningful dialogue and
acceptableelection.

Blaming the government for "dou-
ble standards” in enforcing laws on the
two top leaders--Hasina and Khaleda,
hesaid the people will notacceptit.

"By dint of executive order you [the
government] grant bail to one leaderand
detain another, such double-standard
policycannotbe accepted,” hesaid

The meeting was organised to
mark the death anniversary of late
president Ziaur Rahman at the Jatiya
Press Club.

Blasting the interim administra-
tion, Delwar said, "You [the govern-
ment] set up courts at whim at any
place, anytime and grant bail to
Sheikh Hasina. If so, why deny bail to
Tarique and Koko?”

Doa mahfil for

early recovery
of Reazuddin

BSS, Dhaka

Former president of Jatiya Press
Club and Editor of The News Today
Reazuddin Ahmed underwent a
bypass surgery at Mount Elizabeth
Hospital in Singapore on Monday.
Jatiya Press Club yesterday held a
doamabhfil for his early recovery.

Workshop on
acid violence,
rape ends

STAFF CORRESPONDENT *

A three-day training workshop on
resisting acid violence ,and rape
ended in the city yesterday.

Odhikar in collaboration with
ActionAid organised the workshop
for human rights (HR) activists of
six districts.

The workshop was designed to
impart knowledge about the meth-
ods of working with the victims,
raise awareness in the society and
coordinate with the administration
to challenge the threats.

An action plan was also chalked
out in the workshop held at the
Karitas DevelopmentInstitute.

Chief Reporter of the New Age

Shahiduzzaman, Deputy Director
(law) of Blast Farida Yeasmin and

Farhana Ferdous of Bangladesh
Shishu Adhikar Forum were the
resource persons of the workshop.
They said the workshop could
create a link between the victims
and the legal and social support

providers and to involve the media

reporters to work on these issues.
Odhikar President Dr Abrar,

Secretary Adilur Rahman Khan,

acting director ASM Nasir Uddin Elan,

executive member Mohammad

Ruhul Amin Bhuiyan, Naima Imam
Chowdhury of ActionAid and Samia

Ahmed spoke at the concluding

session of theworkshop.

@he Daily Star
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JBIC team arrives
in Ctg today to
conduct study

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

A 14-member team of Japan Bank for
International Cooperation (JBIC)
arrives in Chittagong today to conduct
a special assistance for project forma-
tion study for two projects to develop
road network and flood protection
embankments.

Under the two projects financed
by JBIC, two four-lane roads-cum-
embankments would be developed
along the coast and the river
Karnaphuli to form parts of the Outer
Ring Road of the city at a cost of Tk
10,000 crore.

In the first week of March, JBIC
signed an agreement with the govemn-
ment to carry out the study on these two
projects - Coastal Road Construction
and Embankment Strengthening
Project and New Kamaphuli River Road
Construction Project

According to sources, seven
Japanese experts and engineers led by
Kazuhiro Hasegawa of Nippon
Engineering will arrive here today to
join the 14-member JBICteam.

Nippon Engineering and Japan
Engineering Consultant are the two
Japanese firms appointed as consul-
tants through an intemational tender
held inTokyo onApril 20 for implement -
ing the project, sources said.

UK firm keen
to introduce
WiMax tech
in Bangladesh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Augere, a UK-based broadband infra-

interests to introduce WiMax technol-
ogyin Bangladesh.

of the company, yesterday met the
telecoms regulator chief and expressed
his desire to work with Bangladesh in
settingup satellites inorbit

Augere isanew company headquar-
tered in London and it focuses on
broadband internet infrastructure
development.

According to Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) officials, Ahuga, who is
also chaimman of UK- based Orange
Telecom, showed keen interest to be
involvedin Bangladesh 'stelecomssector”

Ahuja’s new company, Augere, will
undertake processes to acquire license
forWiMax, said BTRCofficals.

WIMAX(is awireless digital commu-
nications system, which can ‘provide

structure developer, has expressed

Sanjiv Ahuja, chief executive officer

EC to seek lifting or relaxing emergency

FROM PAGE 16

The EC, led by Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) ATM
Shamsul Huda, will also hand over
to the chief adviser a copy of the
report on dialogue between the EC
and political parities.

In the report, the EC will seek
government's initiatives in respect of
some crucial issues including trial of
war criminals, formation of a consti-
tution review commission, increas-
ing the number of parliamentary
seats, sourcesin the ECsaid.

On February 4, the EC met chief
adviser and suggested the end of
March as deadline for the govern-
ment to lift restrictions on indoor
politics countrywide so that politi-
cal parties can resume their activi-
ties and get registeredwith the EC.

The caretaker government

finally allowed indoor politics
countrywide on May 13, over one

and a halfmonths later.

The EC also asked the govern-
ment to decide early March
whether the state of emergency
would be lifted or relaxed to create
the environment conducive (0
holding the long overdue polls to
four city corporations and eight
municipalities in April.

Since the EC could not move to
hold the local government polls as
per its plans, due to lack of fresh
laws on the local government
bodies, the government did not
announce its decision on the state

of emergencyissue.

But, this time, the EC is deter-
mined to begin the local government

elections from July and preparations

for it have almost been completed,
except formulation of the election
rules and code of conduct.

The EC in the last week of May
sent the draft election rules and
code of conduct for the candidates
in the city and municipalities polls
to the law ministry for vetting.

The EC is now repeatedly asking
the law ministry to clear the drafts
as soon as possible. Officials in the
EC said they hoped the law minis-
try would complete the task of
vetting in a day or two and send the
draftbackto the EC. _

On receiving the drafts from
the law ministry, the EC will formu-
late the election rules and code of
conductin exercise of the authority
given by the city corporations and
municipalities ordinances.

broadband wireless’ access across 30
miles for fixed phone, and 3 - 10 milesfor
mobile stations.
According to BTRC plans, they will
mtroduce WiMAXand 3G bythisyear
The Bangladesh government recently
announced its plans to send satellites of its
own into earth's orbit to develop the sky
communicationinfrastructure.

'Declare DA
for non-govt
teachers'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Shikkhak Karmachari Oikya Jote
yesterday demanded the govern-
ment declare dearness allowance
for non-government teachers by
June 16, says a press release.

In a statement, its leaders said
non-government teachers and
employees are upset to see that
there is no declaration in the budget

about their dearness allowance.

The statement added that the
education secretary in a recent
meeting with the government
employees had earlier said that
non-government teachers would

also getdearness allowance.

Prof Ali Imdad
passes away

BSS, Chittagong

Budget investment-friendly

FROM PAGE 1
finance adviser, CPD observed that

the budget is not too large compared
to the current budget's spending
allocation for development inter-
ventions, and increases in pays,
allowances, and subsidies, specially
takinginflation into account.

On expansion of the social
safety net, Prof Mustafiz said the
budget reflects the government's
poverty reduction strategy.

However, he said no target has
been set in the budget regarding
employment generation. He also
questioned its implementation
with the existing poor state of the
local governmentsystem.

"This is public money that
needs to be spent targeting the
right people, no misuse will be
acceptable," ProfMustafizwarned.

He said decreases in import duty
slabs from 5 percent to 3 percent,
from 10 percent to 7 percent, and
from 20 percent to 15 percent will
contribute to the development of
local industries, and help stabilise
price spiral, while increases in
customs duties on some items will
protectlocalindustries,

The CPD executive director also
believe that continuation of tax

holidays will be helpful foremploy-
ment and income generation. He
hailed the government for giving
tax breaks to women and elderly
citizens.

"Recognition in the budget of
growing inequalities is another
distinguishing feature,” he added.

The think-tank also said the gov-
ernment proposed measures for
stabilising soaring prices of essentials,
like withdrawal of duties on edible oil,
lowering of duties on import of food
grains, enactment of consumers’
rights protection law, procurement of
32 lakh tonnes of food grains, reduc-
tion of tariffon agricultural inputs and
machinery, and introduction of a
climate change fund.

Responding to a query, Prof
Mustafiz said there is no reason for
‘prices of essentials to go up follow-
ing the announcement of the
proposed budget.

CPD also thinks the revenue
target of Tk 69,382 crore is achiev-
able considering the growth in the
current fiscal. Provision for legalis-
ing undisclosed money might
again contribute towards the
growth, itobserved.

Prof Mustafiz observed that the
proposed budget aims to widen the

tax net, but he also pointed to the lack
ofdetails on howthatwill be achieved.

Financing the huge delicit
proposed in the budget will be
another major challenge for the
caretaker government, he said.

The deficit has been estimated
at Tk 30,580 crore or 5 percent of
GDP forthe fiscal 2008-'09.

"Attention must be paid so that
private sector financing is not
hampered by the government's
increased borrowing from banks,”
Prof Mustafizadded.

CPD observed that reduction in
the annual development
programme size is not desirable
rather improvement is needed in
its implementation.

"Proposed GDP growth rate of
6.5 percent is quite achievable, but
for that to happen investments
must increase,” Prof Mustafiz said.

He said his organisation in pre-
budget discussions with the care-
taker government had mentioned
nine challenges, which they believe
the government paid attention to
in formulating the budget.

Urtam Kumar Deb, Anisatul
Fatema Yousuf, Fahmida Khatun
and other CPD officials were pres-
entat the briefing.

Former Pro-Vice Chancellor of
Chittagong University Prof Ali Imdad
Khan passed away due to old age
complications on Monday nightathis
residence in Dhakaatthe age of 73.

Prof Khan left behind his three
daughters and one son to mourn his
death. CU Vice Chancellor Prof M
Badiul Alam, in a condolence mes-
sage yesterday, expressed his pro-
found shock athis death.

Death anniversary

Today is the 7th
death anniver-
sary of Dr MM
Hossen, a noted
physician and a
social worker,
says a press
release.

On the occa-
sion, Qurankhwali and milad
mahfil will be held at his son’s
residence at Gulshan in the city.

Delwar Hossain
BSS, Dhaka

Today is the 5th death anniversary
of Delwar Hossain, news editor of
Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha.

On the occasion, a milad mahfil
will be held at his Mirpur Journalists
Housing Society residence while
Qurankhwani at his Kafrul house
Foods will be distributed at Kafrul
orphanage. A milad mahfil will also
be held at his village home at Gazaria
in Munshiganj the same day.
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