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Parties closer to consensus
on Nepal power-sharing

THE KATHMANDU POST/ ANN,
Karthmandu

Nepal's three big partes in the
constituent assembly have come
closer to aconsensus onmostoftheir
differences including amendment of
the constitution following parleys at
bilateral meetngs Saturday.

[hey have agreed to a meeting
Sunday morning at Maoist
Chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal’s
residence, during which they will set
up two tripartite panels--one to
prepare a draft of the amendment to
the constituton and the other to
prepare a package for taking the
OnNgoing peace process o a logical
end

We have agreed to set up the
panels and reach a consensus by
day after tomorrow,” said Dahal,
coming out of a meeting with
Nepali Congress leaders at
Singhdurbar,

He said the new agreement will

cover ways to take the ongoing
peace process to a logical end,
amend the constutution and pre-
pare a power-sharing deal among
the parties,

"We still have pending issues
concerning integration of the
armies, they (other parties) have
called for change in the YCL'S
working style, return of land and
relief to the conflict victims, which
is still an unresolved issue and a
commission for disappearances
and others are vet to be formed,”
said Dahal, adding, "We have to
address all these.”

[he second issue to be
addressed immediately 1s amend-
ing the constitution, he added.
"There is debate over two-third
majority and simple majority for
forming the government, the con-
stitution has mentioned the names
of the seven parties and attached a
list of legislators--which are all
irrelevant in the present context,”

sald Dahal. He said another issue
was related to power-sharing.
“Discussion on the issues has been
quite positive,” he said.

The parties have put constitu-
tional amendment, the peace
process and power-sharing in that
order of priority, according to NC
general secretary Bimalendra
Nidhi. He said there was an under-
standing in principle to address
theissues in a package and make a
strong commitment to refrain
from getting involved in the petty
game of frequent change of gov-
ernment at least for a lew years or
until the new constitution is pro-
mulgated.

"We are not against the simple
majority system for formation and
ouster of the government but what
we wanted is that there should not
be space for the pertty game of
frequent change of government,”
said Maoist Chairman Dahal.

UML leader Bhim Rawal said

the parties would come up with a
commitment to a common mini-
mum programme to stop such
unhealthy practices in future. "The
progress made during today's
parleys 1s agreement to immedi-
ately end the YCL's paramulitary
structure and change its modus
operandi, and an agreement (o
prepare a draft constitutional
amendment.”

During his meeting with Maoist
Chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Saturday, Sitaula said he was
surprised the Maoists did not
propose Koirala's name, recognis-
ing the octogenarian leader’s
contribution to leading the coun-
tryto the presentstage.

"During my talks, I told them in
context that they (Maoists) should
have offered the post to Koirala
because of his role from thrashing
out the 12-point understanding to
successful holding of the constitu-
entassembly polls,” said Sitaula.

fellow citizens to participate inthe upcoming June 10 march announced by lawyers to press for resignation of Musharraf.

PHOTO AFP
Pakistani protesters set fire to an effigy of Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf and his US counterpart George W

Bush in Multan yesterday in support of anti-Musharraf lawyers. The protesters gathered in the city in a bid to persuade

China, Taiwan
look to build
trust at talks

AFP, Beijing

China and Taiwan will this week
hold historic talks aimed at build-
ing trust following decades of angry
rhetoric and military tensions that
made their relationship one of the
world's potential flashpoints.

The four days of meetings in
Beijing starting on Wednesday will
be the first direct dialogue between
the rivals in over a decade and have
come about thanks to a dramatic
rapprochement between the long-
tnmerivals in recent months.

Establishing permanent direct
flights between China and Taiwan
and allowing more mainland
Chinese tourists to visit the island
will be the main topics on the
agenda.

However analysts from China
and Taiwan agreed that, with
mutual distrust and suspicion so
entrenched, this week's events
were only the first step in a very
long march towards a permanent
thaw in ties.

US First leidy in Afghanistan
to highlight progress

AP, AFP, Bamiyvan/ Kabul

First lady Laura Bush, on a mission
to highlight signs of rebirth in war-
weary Afghanistan, ventured out-
side of Kabul on Sunday to an area
that symbolises both the destruc-
tion of war and Afghanistans
attemptatrebirth.

Mrs. Bush, on her third unan-
nounced visit to the country, flew
into the Afghan capital then imme-
diately boarded a helicopter for a
50-minute flight to Bamiyan

Province, the farthest she has
travelled from Kabul,

Her chopper touched down in
a dusty field at a provincial
reconstruction team compound
operated by New Zealand. From
there she could see the empty
niches in a cliffside where two
giant Buddha statues once
stood.,

[hey were carved into the sand-
stone cliffs more than 2,000 years
ago, but were demolished by the
Taliban, which considered them

idolatrous and anti-Muslim, In
March 2001. Destruction of the
historical and cultural treasures
prompted an outcry from the
international community.

[he first lady's visit comes
ahead of a donors conference in
Paris, where the US hopes billions
of dollars in international aid will
be pledged to help the embattled
nation. Afghanistan was ruled by
the repressive Taliban until US
forces invaded following the Sept.
11,2001, terroristattacks.

- i:‘—"’-l-l
ﬁ
..'l'

T T R

1)

. i \‘ LY
e R q_“h g S

-".:HTHH‘; :h?"ih ;

Rs
43
it

PHOTO: AFF

US First Lady Laura Bush (C) greets women business entrepreneurs as they sell their wares at a bazaar in the Bamiyan

Province in Afghanistan yesterday. US First Lady Laura :
President Hamid Karzai and visit development projects in an affirmation of support for the troubled nation.

Bush flew into Afghanistan on an unannounced visit to meet
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Hundreds of
students still
stranded

1in Gaza

AP, Gaza City

They squander their days watching
TV and surfing the Web instead of
studying, but it's not for lack of
discipline: Gazastudents accepted at
foreign universities are stuck athome
because Israel and Egypt won't let
them leave the blockaded territory.

The students' plight made
headlines last week when Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice inter-
ceded with Israel on behalf of seven
students with prestigious Fulbright
scholarships awarded by the US
government. But hundreds with-
out such powerful allies will likely
lose their shot at a good education,
given Gaza's sparse offerings.

The blockade, imposed after
Hamas' violent takeover of Gaza a
year ago, is meant to bring down
the Islamic militants and inspire
Gazans to opt for a more moderate
leadership.

But critics say the closure, backed
by the international community, 1S
accomplishingthe opposite.

Hamas has become more
entrenched and Gazans are grow-
ing more angry at the West as isola-
tion worsens the strip's poverty, say
critics, who include both
[sraelis and Palestinians. They add
that Gaza is also being robbed of
future leaders the trapped stu-
dents because they can't get the
necessary training.

Myanmar dead may
never be identified

Says Red Cross

AP, Yangon

Tens of thousands of people killed

in last month's cyclone may never
be identified because their bodies
have decomposed so badly and
many ended up far from home, an
aid organisation said Sunday.

The task of burying an esti-
mated 78,000 bodies has been
overshadowed by efforts to assist
Cyclone Nargis' 2.4 million survi-
vors, many of whom are still with-
out adequate food, water and
shelter, the International
Committee of the Red Cross said.

As a result, bloated bodies still
litter the hard-hit Irrawaddy delta
more than five weeks after the
storm, while other bodies have
been dumped 1n canals or
unmarked mass graves.

"Many now are in advanced
stages of decay and the informa-
tion we have been able to gather is
that many of the boclies that were
effected. by the tidal surges were
stripped of clothingand any identi-
fying items,” said Craig Strathern, a
Red Crossspokesman in Myanmnar

[he Red Cross has received
reports that some bodies ended
more than four miles from their
place of origin, he said.

The organisation last week
began distributing kits to volun-
teers that include body bags, forms
to list where a body is buried and
any details identifying it, Strathern
said. But he said he doubted there
would be any large-scale effort to
identify victims, mostly because
Myanmar law allows families to
declare someone dead after three
weeks,

"We're certainly not aware of
any initiatives that try to achieve
positive 1dentification of bodies,”
Strathern said. "J don't know what
thereasonwouldbe. If there isnota
demand from the families or legal
imperative in the system, it's not
going to achieve toomuch.”

Survivors in the delta said they
tried to identify bodies but were
overwhelmed by the numbers of
dead clogging rivers and washing
up on beaches.

"Initially, the bodies were 1den-
nfied by relatives and we cremated
them after holding religious
rights,” said Myint Thuang; a survi-
vor from the delta town of Bogalay
'However, after more bodies
washed up on the shore and with
no one to identify them we buried
them inmass graves.”

28 rebels killed in
[Lanka clashes

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka’s delence ministry said
yesterday its forces had killed at
least 28 Tamil Tiger rebels in the
latest clashes across the north of
theisland.

The fighting on Saturday in the
Mannar, Vavuniya, Weli Oya and
Jafina areas saw one soldier killed,
the ministry said. It also said 25
rebels and 34 soldiers were injured.

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), however, said that
they had killed four soldiers in the
Vavuniya area alone. The rebels did
notreporton their own losses.

Casualty figures in Sri Lanka
cannot be independently verified,
as the defence ministry bars jour-
nalists from reporting from
frontline areas or travelling into the
rebel-held north.

On Saturday security forces
killed at least 13 guerrillas in sepa-
rate attacks in the north and
bombed a rebel base, the military
said Saturday:. :

Air force fighter jets pounded a
rebel base in Pooneryn late on
Friday, hours after the guerrillas set
off bombs in the southern suburb
of Colombo and central district of
Kandy, the defence ministry said.

The latest defence ministry
figures bring to 4,122 the number

of rebels killed since the start of the
year, when the government pulled
out of a Norwegian-brokered truce
with the rebels.

The ministry saysit haslostonly
340 soldiers during the same
period.

The Tigers are fighting to carve
out an independent homeland for
minority Tamils in the island’s
north and east. Tens of thousands
of people have died on both sides
in more than 35 years of conflict.

Earlier Sri Lankan police
detained more than 50 people for
questioning following twin bomb
attacks blamed on Tamil Tiger
rebels that killed 23 civilians, the
defence ministry said on Saturday.

The suspects were rounded up
near the town of Moraruwa, south
of Colombo, where a crowded
passenger bus.hit a roadside mine
during morning rush-hour on
Friday, killing 21 civilians, malitary
spokesman Udaya Nanayakkara
said,, G
"Fifty-one people have been
picked up for questioning” in
connection with the Moratuwa
blast, Nanayakkara told AFP.

Some of those detamed were
rounded up on Friday night, while
the rest were picked up on
Saturday, he said.
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