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Don't miss the rhythm of life

Bring home the theatre experience

FREE

*Buy Philips LCD TV and get
§ Philips Home Theatre System or
‘ Split Unit Air-Con FREE!

§ TRANSCOM

ELECTROMICS

[vanovic French
Openchamp

;’Lp " Paris

T'his time Ana Ivanovic was ready

for the French Open final

Showing no sign of the nerves

that afflicted her a year ago,
lvanovic won her first Grand Slam
title Saturday by beating Dinara

Safinab-4,6-3
By reaching the final, Ivanovic
had already assured hersell of
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Extortionists
blast crackers,
2 injured

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

[wo employees of an electronics
shop at Maulana Bhasani Hockey
Stadium in the city were injured in
homemade bomb attacks by extor-
tionists yesterday
Witnesses said four thugs threw
two crude bombs at the employees
of Farid Electronics at around
5:00pm, injuring Osman and Sabu).
hey received first aid at a local
clinic
One of the bombs wentoffinside
the shop while the other one hit a
wall © officer-in-charge of Paltan
Police Station told The Daily Star
Police said an unidenufied man
demanded protection money irom
the shop owner over the phone a
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Pakistan asks
UN to probe
Benazir killing

.'\.FP, Unired Natons

Pakistan's new government has
officially asked the United Natuons
to investigate the assassination of
Benazir Bhutto last December, UN
spokeswoman Michele Montas
said Fniday
She said the l't_“l‘.!‘l.it_‘*;f was con-
tained in a letter from Pakistani
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi delivered to UN chief Ban
Ki-moon by the Pakistani ambas-
urja'-:ixt*wl:ru.da'_.
"The Secretary General has not
taken a decision on it yet. He has
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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| Azan | Jamaat |
| Fajr | 405 | 440
| Zohr | 12-45 1-15
Asr 500 | 515
| Maghrib | 645 | 6-50
| Esha | 815 8-45

| Source: Islamic Foundation
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[he government is going to create a
separate cadre service lor primary
education in a bid to improve
educational standard by recruiting
more meritorious individuals as
officials and teathers

[he primary and mass educa-
tion ministry has already sent for
approval a proposal to the Chiel
Adviser's Office to create the new
cadre titled "Bangladesh Civil
Service (BCS)-Primary Educatnon
| under Public Service Commuission
(PSC)

'he proposal is likely to be

——— - Cr——

approved at the next meeting of the
Council of Advisers, ministry
SOuUrcessay.

Officials concerned say the
cadre service is most likely to come
into effect through the next circular
for BCS examinatons. The officials
and teachers already working
under the primary and mass edu
cation ministry will have to sit for
special PSC examinations to
upgrade their job.

[he government has 29 cadre
services for eight lakh officials. But
no separate cadre service has been
created for about 1.7 lakh primary
teachers, who are working at

New cadre service for
primary education
on cards

around 38,000 government institu-
tions across the country, say
Banbeis records.

Primary and Mass Education
Adviser Rasheda K Chowdhury said
the ministry has been run by offi-
cers from other cadre services for
long which hinders the dedicated
improvement in primary educa-
ton.

“Initiatives were taken to launch
a separate cadre group a few years
ago and the process is now at the
final stage. It is expected that the
decision would be approved soon.
Personally, 1 hope it will improve

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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difficult for motorists to see the lights. Dhaka City Corporation's sweepers use the signpost to keep their
brooms tied with, worsening the situation.

:
l
|
|

I l - " ] w = ®
| Apedestrian-crossing signpost is placed in front of traffic lights at Palashi intersection in the capital, making it
|

FOOD ADULTERATION
Mobile court

fines 6 shops,
restaurant

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A mobile court accompanied by
Rab personnel yesterday fined six
food shops, a restaurant and a
mineral water company Tk 3.9 lakh
in an anti-adulteration drive in the
capital's Uttara.

Rab officials said the mobile
court fined a fast food shop, two
bakeries and a restaurant for pre-
paring food items in unhygienic
condition. It also fined a mineral
water company for selling
unpurified water and three fruit
shopslor cheating customers.

The mobile court fined Asha
Food Tk 1 lakh, Samrat Bread and
Biscuit Tk 60,000, Habib Bread and
Biscuit Tk 50,000, Khajana
Restaurant Tk 1 lakh, and Rainbow
MineralWater Tk 50,000.

Besides, three fruit stores -- Milon
Fruit Shop, Muzibur Fruit Shop and
Alibaba Falghar were fined Tk 10,000
each, saidaRab pressrelease. .

86 ex-BNP

MPs back
Delwar

UNB, Dhaka

Eighty-six former MPs of BNP
yesterday extended their full sup-
port to party Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain and
expressed indignation at remarks
by certain senior leaders against
him.

In a joint statement, the former
lawmakers said indecorous
remarks and insinuation are being
made against Delwar at a time
when leaders and workers of all
tiers of the party stood united
working with him at the instruction
of detained party Chairperson
Khaleda Zia.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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PHOTO STAR

A woman dries damaged rose petals on a street near Shahbagh in the capital yesterday to sell them to herbal medi-
cine makers. The flowers were damaged while being taken to Shahbagh flower market from across the country.

New rice variety to fight

Monga this season

PORIMOL PALMA

The government plans cultivation
of newly invented rice variety--
BRRI Dhan-33 -- on 40,000 hect-
ares of land in five northern dis-
tricts in the coming Aman season
to fight Monga (near-famine situa-
tion).

The new variety can be har-
vested during the Monga period,
creating job opportunities for farm
workers.

"BRRI Dhan-33 can be har-
vested during October 15
November 15, agricultural labour-
ers will get employment just at a
time they find no jobs locally.

Marginal farmers, who also tradi-
tionally face financial crisis due to
Monga, can from now on have a
harvest at this time,” said Dr MA
Mazid, chief of Bangladesh Rice
Research Institute (BRRI) Regional
Station, Rangpur.

Mazid, who also heads the BRRI
Dhan-33 and Monga mitigation
programme, said, "Our target is
cultivation of the new variety of
rice in 1.07 lakh hectares of not so
high and high land owned by mar-
ginal farmers in the five Monga-hit
districts by 2010."

When rice will be available in
market and farm workers will get
jobs due to early harvest of the new

variety, the curse of Monga will be
over, he said.

Implementation of the
programme is being monitored by
the agriculture ministry.

Monga is an annual phenome-
non in October-November in
Rangpur, Kurigram, Lalmonirhat,
Gaibandha and Nilphamari dis-
tricts with farm workers facing lack
ofjobs and marginal farmers facing
economic crisis. This forces them
either to leave for other districts for
employment or puts them in dire
distress.

The plan to culuvate the new
variety aims at creatng
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Hillary suspends
historic campaign,
endorses Obama

AP, Washington

Hillary Rodham Clinton ended her
historic campaign for the presi-
dency yesterday and told support-

ers to unite behind rival Barack

Obama, closing out a race that was

ing.

The former first lady, who as
recently as Tuesday declared her-
self the strongest candidate, gave
Obama an unqualified endorse-
ment and pivoted from her role as
determined foe to absolute ally.

"The way. to continue our fight
now to accomplish the goals for
which we stand is to take our
energy, our passion, our strength
and do all we can to help elect
Barack Obama, the next president
of the United States, " Hillarysaid in
a speech before cheering support-
ers packed into the ornate National
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Trapped and bound, the squirrel has lost its freedom to a teenager, who now takes pleasure in his new “toy”.

The photo was taken in Rahmatganjin Chittagong yesterday.

Editorial. News & Commercial Offices: 19 Karwan Bazw, Dhaka-1215, Te!.

as gruelling as it was groundbreak-

Building Museum, not far from the
White House she longed to govern
from.

"Today as I suspend my cam-
paign, I congratulate him on the
victory he has won and the extraor-
dinary race he has run. I endorse
him and throw my full support
behind him and I ask of you to join
me in working as hard for Barack
Obama as you have for me,” the
New York senator said in her 28-
minute address.

With thatand 13 othermentions
of his name, Hillary placed herself
solidly behind her Senate col-
league from Illinois, a politcal
sensation and the first black to
securea presidential nomination.

Obama, in a statement,
declared himself “thrilled and
honoured” to have Hillary's sup-
port.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8
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Asian powers, US |

voice concern
over oil spike

AFP, Aomori

The United States and Asia’s four
largest powers voiced “serious
concern” Saturday about a record
spike in oil prices but vowed to
keep scaling back politically sensi-
tive fuel subsidies.

Oil prices, which have soared
five-fold since 2003, posted their

highest ever one-day gain of 10.75
dollars to close at a new record of
138.54 dollars in New York after
hawkish remarks by an Israeli

official on o1l producer Iran.
Senior officials from the United
States, Japan, China, India and
South Korea said in a joint State-
ment after talks in Aomorni, Japan
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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