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Light trouble
in Lanka

STAR SPORT DESK

The fifth SAFF
faces a hard time answering the
questions of how well they are pre-
pared to host one of the biggest
football events of the region, accord-
ing toa Maldives website.

This is the first time in tourna-
ment's 11-year history that two
nations, Sri Lanka and Maldives, are
hosting the biennialmeet.

Early in the tournament Sri
Lanka. one of the top nagons in
world cricket, received a major blow
when the first game of Group B
between Bangladesh and Bhutan
was stopped for more than fifteen
minutes due to no lights at the
Sugathadasa Stadium.

The Sri Lankan Football
Federation did not switch on the
lighting system even when players of
both sides were having hard nmes to
play in the dark. Then the referee had
to signal to stop the game after dis-
cussion with his assistants and both
Bangladesh and Bhutan players were
forced to rest their legs for more than
fifteen minutes.

Officials from both bench showed
frustration and the match resumed
with the floodlights believed to be at
the minimum standard even to hold
anAFClicensed course.

There are also reports of poor
advertising of the tournament in
Colombo and surrounding areas.

The opening ceremony of this
year's SAFF championship was held
in Male, Maldives onTuesdayand the
final is slated for Colombo. But with
the type of lights provided in the Sn
Lankan capital on Wednesday, it is
obvious the finalists would not be
very happytoriskthe game.

There was no comment from the
tournament organiser, World Sports

Group, about the condition In
Colombo. But some believed they
must review the situation well
before the final match.

Slow-going
lands fine
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West Indies have been fined for |
slow over-rate for the second con- ‘
secutive game after being penal-
ised in the drawn second Test |
against Australia in Antigua, the
International Cricket Council (ICC)
sald onWednesday.

West Indies captain Ramnaresh
Sarwan was fined 10 per cent of his
match fee and other players five
per cent each for falling one over
short in the stipulated period in the
match which ended on Tuesday, an
ICCrelease said.

The captains of both teams were
fined half their match fees and the
players 25 per cent each for slow
over rates in the first Test In
Kingston, Jamaica.

KP holds Eng
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But the England captain, who
struck three boundaries in four |
balls, fell for 16 when he was
bowled attempting a drive by first

change [ain O'Brien.

New Zealand gave a Test debut |
to Gareth Hopkins after Brendon |
McCullum was declared unfit to
keep wicket shortly before play
because ofaback problem.

However, McCullum included
as a batsman after struggling No 3
James Marshall was dropped in the
only personnel change to New
Zealand'ssecondTestside.

England, for the first time since
1885, named an unchanged team
for the fifth successive Test.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at tea on the first day of
the third and final Test between
England and New Zealand at Trent
Bridge onThursday:

ENGLAND: Firstinnings

Strauss c Taylor b Mills 37
Cook b Mills 6
Vaughan b O'Brien 16
Pietersennotout 71
Bell Ibwb O'Brien 0

Collingwood cTaylor b Mills 0

Ambrose not out 36
Extras: (b-4,1b-6,nb-4) 14
Total: (For5wktsin59overs) 180

Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-44, 3-84, 4-
85,5-86

To bat: Broad, Sidebottom,
Panesar, Anderson

Bowler O M R W
Martin 10 1 49 0
Mills 14 < SR L
O'Brien 10 Jallh s 3R o
Oram 1 i TR . G |
Vettori 13037 0

NEW ZEALAND: How, Redmond,
McCullum, Taylor, Flynn, Hopkins,
Oram, Vettori, Mills, O'Brien,
Martin.
Toss: New Zealand
Umpires: Steve
Darrell Hair.

Mirpur gets
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final touches in the galleries and
the massive task of setting up
wooden seating was in progress in
the gallery. The clubhouse area will
also get a facelift while the stylish
corporate boxes are ready for the
spectators. Almost every area of the
stadium was accessible but secu-
rity officers were on overdrive to
make sure no stone is unturned in
and around the home of cricket.
But all this could be rendered
worthless if the Tigers again fail to
deliver the goods in their home
conditions.

Bucknor and

KC A Tennis

AFP, Paris
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Top seed Roger Federer powered
into the French Open semifinals on
Thursday, but he was given a scare
early on by Chile's Fernando
Gonzalez before winning through
2-6,6-2,6-3,6-4.

Federer will play Gael Monfils of
France on Friday for a place in
Sunday's final.

"I needed to get off to a good
start in the second set because I
wasn't playing that great and
Fernando was playing well," he
said.

"Getting broke three times (in
the same set) 1S going to get you
rattled, butl goton arolland domi-
nated him at times.

"He plays particularly -- dinks
the backhand and rifles the fore-
hand. He is quite unpredictable, a
dangerous player who has the
game to upsetthe big guys.”

True to form, the 27-year-old
Gonzalez came out with all guns
blazing and broke Federer's serve
in the opening game.

Gonzalez won four games in a
row to take the first set in just 24
minutes through a mixture of his
own explosive shot-making and
Federer's uncustomary mistakes.

Having dropped his serve three
times in four tries in the first set,
almost unheard of for the world
No.1, Federerlooked shakyagain as
he was taken to deuce at the start of
the second set.

He warded off the danger
though with a backhand winner
down the line and a smash at the
net on the back of a powerful first
serve.

Federer was 0-40 up on
Gonzalez' following service game
but failed to convert any of his
three break points and the Chilean
dulylevelledat1-1.

[t was an identical scenario two
games later and this time Federer
nailed the break at the first time of
asking tolead 3-1.

The Federer machine was
cranking up and the Swiss maestro
broke the South American's serve
to love again four games later to
taketheset6-2.

[t was more of the same in the
third set with Federer dominating

PHOTO: AFP
Swiss world number one Roger Federer makes a backhand return against Chilean player Fernando Gonzalez during
their French Open quarterfinal at Roland Garros in Paris on Wednesday.

Federer finds top gear

the exchanges and jumping out
into a 3-0 lead having won eight of
the previous nine games.

That one break of serve was all
he needed to go two sets to one up
with Gonzalez being made to work
extra hard by Federer just to stay in
the rallies.

The Chilean, unbeaten in 16
claycourt matches this year,
needed massage treatment to his
right shoulder at the changeover.
He was near breaking point and it
was almost with a sense of inevita-
bility when Federer broke his serve
again to love in the third game of
the fourth set.

The top seed stepped on the
accelerator and powered away into
thelastfour.

Federer's win put him into a
record 16th straight Grand Slam
semifinal appearance and left him
just one match away from playing
Rafael Nadal in the French Open
final for the third consecutive year,
havinglostthe last two.

He needs the claycourt title to
complete his sweep of all four
Grand Slam tournaments having
won a total of 12 atWimbledon and
the US and Australian Opens.

Throwing it away

@Ericket_

CRICINFO, undated

As quickly as Mohammad Asif has
risen, so is he determined to fall.
Eclipsing the bewilderment at this
latest scrape, the frustration and
disbelief, is the incredible sadness.
Few matters in life are as deflating
as the squandering, wilful or other-
wise, of genuine talent.

For even if this is all some terri-
ble, disastrous misunderstanding -
- and the evidence supporting that
theory is not great so far -- the
stigma for one so bright, so young,
so earlyin his careeris too glaring.

And this is yet another taint in a
career that has so far been loaded
with one other drug scandal, a fight
with a teammate, and an unproven
slur of ball tampering. Men of all
kinds have faltered early in life and
career only to reform, and made
great tales out of it too. If Asif is
going to do it, he had better start
soon because Pakistan knows -- or
should know -- only too well what
happens when fast bowlers waste
theirunique gifts.

Let's not pretend that cricketers
have not meddled in drugs before,
especially recreational ones. Asif's
own countrymen have not been
averse. In England a number of
county cricketers have had prob-
lems big and small. One legend
enjoyed the green and it didn’t
prevent him from having a knight-
hood conferred upon him. New
Zealand and South Africa have also
dealt with cricketers who, unlike
Bill Clinton, inhaled. The former
even made one of them captain, in
fact their best and one of the best

from the modern age.

But circumstances here are
particularly disturbing, for if there
is substance in the charges, then
not just Asif's career but his life
may be blotted. Penalties for such
offences in Dubai, where he has
been detained, are especially
severe.

If true, no one factor can explain
the stupidity of his actions. Lack of
education, grooming and small-
town upbringing will be trotted
out, but with how much convic-
tion? Cricket in much of the sub-
continent is moving to smaller
towns and villages. The Indian
team has cricketers who are not
particularly educated, and most of
the Pakistan team is no different.
Yet none of them are in the strife
Asif finds himselfin.

Now in danger of being over-
looked and forgotten is his won-
derful skill. He is a confident young
man -- enough for it to be often
taken as arrogance and cockiness.
He is also a fresh breath of air in
Pakistan's pace tradition, for he has
defied the modern fashion of bowl-
ing as fast as possible. His lineage
can be traced to Fazal Mahmood
and Sarfraz Nawaz more than the
two Ws. If his bowlingis anythingto
go by, he has an alert cricketing
brain and Pakistan can ill afford to
lose that. To write, think and talk of
drugs, fights and bans and not
Asif's line, length, bounce and
seam movementis debilitating.

There have been enough maver-
icks, oddballs, colourfully defiant
and derailed people in the past
here; Pakistan has had enough
scandals, fights, factionalism and
more. "In any drama that has hap-
pened in my playing time, the

common denominator in it all is
Pakistan," said Allan Border backin
1988. He wasn't farwrong.

But throughitall Pakistan teams
kept pulling off magnificent, barely
believable successes on the field.
They won the World Cup, they
bruised West Indies, they were
undefeated at home, they won
abroad. Right or wrong, winning
while trying to defeat themselves
enhanced their worth. This team,
sadly, is not that team. It doesn't
look like winning much. It is suspi-
ciously and unnaturally bland,
mediocre even. Scandal, therefore,
doesn'tfititwell.

Tough days lie in wait for
Pakistan and young men are
required: men as willing as the
young and earnest Umar Gul, or
with the punch of Salman Butt.
Pakistan needs the unflappability
of Sohail Tanvir, the tirelessness of
Danish Kaneria, Pakistan also
needs the gifts of Asif, for no one
can afford tolose them,

If he is lucky and somehow
escapes punishment in Dubai
despite charges being proved
against him, he will come out of
this with just a ban imposed on
him by the board. If so, it would
partly, not entirely, make up for
their grand folly in helping to
ensure that he got away
untouched after he admitted to
using steroids two years ago. What
the PCB sows, it will, like the rest of
the world, reap.

If he doesn't come back from
this, then of all the talent that has
been wasted by the self as much
as by inadequate administration
in this country, Asif's 1§ among
those that will be mourned the
longest.

Uthappa eyes
permanent
India slot

PTI1, Kochi

After floating in the top and middle
orders for quite a while, Robin
Uthappa is now desperate for a
permanentslotin India's ODI line-
up, which, he believes, would
facilitate hisTestinclusion as well.

Uthappa said although he has
earned his stripes as an attacking
batsman, ;he had the requisite
patience and technique to break into
the Test team as well and he was
aiming tomake the cut by next season.

“In one-day matches 1 was
batting up and down the order. I
did not get a regular spot and if |
could get aregular spot, hopefully I
will perform well and get into the
longer version of the game,"
Uthappatold PTIL.

"I am hoping by the end of this
year or probably the next season,"
he said.

Uthappa agrees Test cricket poses
altogether a new challenge but
believes he would need only minor
adjustmentstofitinto the format.

"Testcricketisadifferentball game
and the only thing is that you have to
make some minor adjustments in
yourshotselection," he said.

“If one is able to chose his shot
selection, nothing prevents him
from performing in Test cricket,”
added the batsman who played for
the Mumbai Indians in the Indian
Premier League.

Uthappa dismissed suggestion
that he was too attacking for Test
cricket and cited the example of
hard-hitting Australian duo of
Adam Gilchrist and Matthew
Hayden, who have done equally
wellin the longer version.

Dhaka Bank
to sponsor
hockey team

UNB, Dhaka

Dhaka Bank has come forward to
sponsor the national hockey team
for its Singapore tour to take part in
the 3rd Men's AHF Cup Hockey
Championship to be held from
June 14.

Bangladesh are expected to
leave Dhaka for Singapore on June
12 to compete in the qualifying
round of the nine-nation Asia Cup.

Dhaka Bank chairman Altaf
Hossain Sarkar on Wednesday
verbally confirmed to Hockey
Federation general secretary Sajed
Adel that they are ready to provide
Tk 20 lakh to sponsor the national
team's trip.

The Dhaka Bank also expressed
their interest to be associated with
Bangladesh hockey for one year as
"partnerin progress”.

Bangladesh Hockey Federation
officials had a meeting with Dhaka
Bank yesterday to prepare the
papers for an agreement to be
signed soon.

Dhaka Bank director and media
and marketing committee chair-
man Khandakar Jamiluddin
Ahmed, Dhaka Bank AVP Azam
Khan and Sajed AA Adel were pres-
entin the day's meeting.

Officials for
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Karachi (ODI) Tony Hill and Brian
Jerling June 25 Bangladesh v Sri
Lanka, Lahore (ODI) Simon Taufel,
[an Gould; India v Hong Kong,
Karachi (ODI) Tony Hill and Brian
Jerling June 26 Sri Lanka v UAE,
Lahore (ODI) Simon Taufel , Ian
Gould; Pakistan v India, Karachi
(ODI) Tony Hill and Brian Jerling.

Pakistan want
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Bangladesh, where Pakistan are
expected to face India in the clash
forthe title.

"Asif's ouster is certainly a set-
back for us," chief selector
Salahuddin Ahmed told The News, a
Pakistan based daily. "But we still
have some very talented fast bowl-
ers and hope that somebody like
Umar Gul will step forward and
shoulder the responsibility of spear-
headingour pace attackin Dhaka.”

Asif was dropped from the 16-
man Pakistan squad following his
detention in Dubai. Sohail Khan, 24,
who made his international debut
at home against Zimbabwe earlier
this year, was included in his place.

Pakistan's pace attack is also
without their fastest bowler Shoaib
Akhtar, who is currently trying to
overturn a five-year ban. Mohammad
Sami was also not considered after his

involvement with the unofficial

Indian Cricket League.

Now Gul, 24, heads the pace
battery that includes Sohail Tanvir,
Rao Iftikhar Anjum and youngsters
Wahab Riaz and Sohail, "Gul has
time and again proved himself to
be a wicket-taking bowler and I'm
sure he will respond to the chal-
lenge," said Salahuddin.

He is also expecting a lot from
Sohail Tanvir, who was recently
crowned as the most successful
player of the inaugural Indian
Premier League (IPL). "Sohail
showed he can be really destructive
and we hope that he would retain
his formin Bangladesh.”

Pakistan's Dhaka-bound squad
will assemble in Karachi today to
have a practice session before

flying out to Dhaka on Friday.

@he Daily Star

Arrest worries Lawson

ﬁ] Cricket

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan cricket coach Geoff
Lawson said Thursday that the
detention of Mohammad Asif in
Dubai for the alleged possession of
an illegal substance would disrupt
the paceman's progress.

The 25-year-old fast bowler was
held at Dubai airport on Sunday
while returning home from a
domestic tournament in India and
appeared before a prosecutor on
Thursday.

"It's unfortunate and would be
disruptive for Asif," said former
Australia Test bowler Lawson,
dealing with the latest in a series of
controversies to hit the troubled
Pakistaniteam.

"Personally I don't know the
facts, wé feel for him, we hope it
turns out well for him. We have
been thinking about him," said
Lawson.

"He has been missing quite
often due to injury but was making
a successful comeback from injury
and played against Bangladesh in

April and the tri-series would have

been one more step on his way
backto full form."

Asif was named in the 16-man
Pakistan squad for next week's tri-
series in Bangladesh, which also
features India, but was dropped
and replaced by Sohail Khan on
Wednesday.

Pakistan fly out to0 Dhaka on
Friday but Pakistan Cricket Board
officials say Asif will remain in
detention atleastuntil Sunday.

Lawson said Sohall had shown
promise recently.

“Sohall has come in Asif's place
and has shown promise so one
person’'s misfortune is another's
good fortune,” said Lawson, who
ook over as Pakistan coach in July
lastyear.

Pakistan captain Shoaib Malik
also hoped Asif's absence would
notbe felt.

“There is no doubt that Asif is a
good bowler but we have other
good bowlers who can step up and
take their chances. We have Umar
Gul, Sohail Tanveer, Rao Iftikhar
and Sohail so the attack is in good
hands,"” said Malik.

The Pakistani captain said his

team is capable of putting up a
good showin the tri-series.

"It is a good event and we will
face tough competition from India
who have been doing well. So if we
play the final of the tri-series in
Bangladesh then it would give us a
good boost for the Asia Cup,” said
Malik.

Pakistan open the tri-series
against Bangladesh on Sunday.
They play India two days later,
while India play Bangladesh on
June 12 Thefinal isin June 14.

Pakistan are due to host the
eight-nation Asia Cup from June 24
to July6.

Malik hoped his team would
keep up their run of 11 victories
attained earlier this year. Pakistan
won the last match against India in
their 2-3 defeat in November last

year.

They then blanked Zimbabwe
and Bangladesh 5-0 earlier this
year.

“We have been on a winning
streak so it would be important
to have that going because if a
team makes winning its habit
then no event is difficult for
them," Malik said.

Credit to extra practice

ﬁl Crcket -

AFP, St. John's

Shivnarine Chanderpaul has
revealed that hour upon hour of
extra practice have helped his
capability to bat long periods in
Test cricket.

The 33-year-old Chanderpaul
said that spending excessively long
hours in the nets at the mercy of a
bowling machine was part of the
reason why he has emerged from
the shadow of Brian Lara in the last
18 months to become the leading
WestIndies batsman inrecentyears,

"It's all part of my preparation,”
Chanderpaul told reporters on
Tuesday, after another marathon
innings that helped West Indies
draw the second Test against
Australia on Tuesday at the Vivian
Richards Cricket Ground.

"You never know what will
happen in the middle and what the
bowlers will bowl to you, so you
have to prepare yourself and get
your mind adjusted to being able to

batforlonghours.”

A West Indies team spokesman
indicated that he has seen
Chanderpaul bat for as long as
three hours with a bowling
machine, and then still take deliv-
eries from a net bowler for another
hour ormore.

"A session of Test cricket lasts
two hours -- sometimes two-and-a-
half hours, so you have to prepare
yourself to do this or go longer, and
trying not to make too many mis-
takeswhenbatting,"” he said.

“Sowhenlenter the nets, [donot
really clock the time. I just go into
thenetsandbatforaslongaslcan.”

Chanderpaul is not the typically
flamboyant West Indies batsman,
but he has improved his consis-
tency over the last three years and
maintains a healthy average of
48.591in his 111 Tests.

He earned the man-of-the-
match award in the second Test. He
top-scored with an undefeated 107
-- his 19th Test hundred -- in the
West Indies' first innings total of
352, in response to Australia's 479
forseven declared.

He followed up with his match-
saving knock of 77 not out in the
second innings, and might have
made an assault on scoring a sec-
ond hundred in the Test had West
Indies captain Ramnaresh Sarwan
notbeen dismissed late in the day.

*If 'Sars' was still there and there
was an opportunity for me to score
a hundred, I would have played my
shots,"” he said.

"Obviously, I was worried when
he got out and Dwayne Bravo soon
followed, so | had to buckle down
and get a little tighter again, then
hope that we could survive the
remaining overs.”

The drawn Test however, means
Australia retain their hold on the
Frank Worrell Trophy -- symbol of
Test supremacy againstWest Indies
-- and have not lost a Test series in
the Caribbean since 1991.

West Indies trail in the three-
Test series 0-1, after they lost by 95
runs in the opening Test at Sabina
Park in Kingston, Jamaica.

The third and final Test between
the two sides starts on June 12 at
Kensington Ovalin Barbados.

LOCAL SNIPPETS

SPORTS REPORTER

Lalbagh Tarun Sangha beat Dhaka
Mahanagar Jubo Kishore 2-1 in a
West Zone match of the Dhaka City
Corporation Pioneer Football
League at the Outer Stadium
ground yesterday.

Momin and Zahed scored for
the winners while Sauravstruck the
goal forthe losers.

In a Central Zone match at the
Basabo Tarun Sangha Club ground,
Khilgaon Jubo Sangha edged past
Swadhinata Krira Sangha by a
solitary goal scored by Shamim.

BANKER'S CRICKET

Rain threatens the first-ever
Banker's League final between
Eastern Bank Limited and
Standard Chartered Bank today at
the Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.

Chairman of the organising
committee Arman Islam informed
that if rain plays havoc, a reserve
day in place but if that day is also
affected, "the two finalists will
become jointchampions”.

But Arman said that he was
satisfied with the competition and
hopes to include a few more corpo-
rate houses who will bring national
players into the competition. Right
now, only the bank employees are
allowed to take part in the tourna-
ment but Arman hoped that better
grounds next season will attract
more teams.

Bank Asia, Dhaka Bank, Exim
Bank and Trust Bank were the other
teams in the competition with stars
such as Mosharraf Hossain and
TareqAziz appearing for BankAsia.

INTER-DISTRICT
VOLLEYBALL

Chittagong and Comilla moved
into the zonal final of the Inter-
District Volleyball Championship
winning their respective semifinals
at the Chittagong Laldighi ground.

[nrthe first semifinal, Chittagong
beat Chittagong Mahanagar 25-19,
25-14 and 25-18 while Comilla
defeated  Chandpur 25-10, 25-18
and 25-19.

The third place-deciding match
of the zonal championship will be
held todayat the same venue.

GAIBANDHA HANDBALL

Our Correspondent adds:
Gaibandha Samannay Sangha
crushed SRJ Girls High School 12-1
in the Cute women's handball
league atthe local stadium here.

In the other match, Asaduzzaman
Girls High School annihilated Police
Line High School 11-0.

Gaibandha deputy commissioner
Abu Mohammad Yousuf formally
inaugurated theleague earlier.

MANIKGAN] CRICKET

Our Correspondent adds: Biltu
Club and SABIS won their respec-
tive matches in the Sunlife
Insurance Second Division Cricket

League at the Shaheed Miraj-
Tapan Stadium here.

In the first match, Biltu Club
defeated Bandutia Natya Gosthi
(BNG) by 10 runs. Biltu batted first
andwere all outforjust 73 in 19 overs.
Sakhawat and Biplob took three
wickets each. In reply BNG was
bundled out for just 64 runs in 16.2
over. Pavel remained not out on 17
and Iqgbal made 12. Tapu took three
wicketswhile Sumon tooktwo.

In the second match, SABIS
defeated Dawli Udayan Sangha
(DUS) by 28 runs. SABIS batted first
and were all out for 70 runs in 14
overs. Rana made 19 while and
Rony added 18. Samrat snared five
wickets

DUS were bundled out for only 42
in 17.1 over. Lal of SABIS took six
wickets while Liton took two wickets.

DIVISIONALSWIMMING
The BRB Cable first-ever divisional
swimming competition, organised
by Bangladesh Swimming
Federation, will be held tomorrow
in Rajshahi.

Bangladesh Swimming
Federation president and Navy
chief vice admiral Sarwar Zahan
Nizam will be the chief guest at the
prize distribution ceremony of the
daylong competition.

As part of the competition, a
two-day swimming meet was
earlier held at Chandpur in
Chittagong Division on May 25-26.
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