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Pakistani policemen scuffle with government employees during a protest rally in Lahore yesterday to denounce
soaring price hikes in the country. Pakistan raised interest rates on May 22 in a bid to curb soaring inflation.

N epaliP Maoists make
offer to end deadlock
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Nepal's Maoists said yesterday they
were prepared to give up their
claim to the first presidency of the
newly republican country in order
to resolve a post-monarchy politi-
cal deadlock

The former rebels, however,
said they did not want their main
political rivals to have the job

We have decided to give up the
claim for the presidential post to
end the ongoing deadlock but we
won't accept presidential candida-
cies from any other IH-|LI!L',1] par-
tes,” senior Maoist official Barsha
Man Pun told AFFP.

"The ceremonial president
should be chosen from civil soci-

ety,” Punsaid

Nepal took a historic step last
week when a Maoist-dominated
consttutional assembly ofhicially

ended the world's last Hindu mon-

archy, but the parties are stul wran-
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gling over how they should fill the
political void

[he ultra-leftists -- who signed a
landmark peace deal in 2006 -- had
said their election victory in April
polls meant they deserved the
prime ministerial and presidental
posiaonsinanew goy ernment

But rival parties had said the
Maoists should not be allowed to
hold both positions as it would
give the ex-guerrillas too much
power

Nepal's peace minister rejected
the latest Maoist proposal and
accused the ex-rebels ol trying to
establish adictatorship.

[t is not for the Maoists to
decide on the critena for a presi-
dent,” peace minister Ram
Chandra Poudel, a senior member
of the Nepali Congress party, told
AFP

We have acknowledged the
Maoists as the biggest party but the
way they
want to form a toralitarian govern-
ment,” said Poudel, referring to the
fact that the presidency would be a
ceremonialrole

are behaving shows they |

Bandh cripples
life in Left-ruled
states

PTI, New Delhi

Normal life came to a grinding halt
in Left-ruled West Bengal, Kerala
and Tripura yesterday as the ruling
fronts in these states enforced a
dawn-to-dusk bandh i1n protest
against the steep hike in petroleum
products

Major roads in Kolkata and
Agartala wore a deserted look as
vehicles, both private and public,
went oft the roads in response to
the bandh called by the Lelt parties
LN pOWer.

However, two-wheelers and
private vehicles were seen plying in
Thiruvanathapuram, where buses
and autorickshaws went off the
roads

I'he Left Fronts in all the three
states had yesterday given call for a
12-hour bandh to protest against
the increase in prices of petrol by Rs
five a litre, diesel by Rs 3 and LPG
cylinders by Rs 50.
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Activists of India’s opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) shout anti-government slogans during protest against a
government hike in fuel prices in Mumbai yesterday. India's government faced angry protests nationwide after it
hiked fuel prices, with general strikes organised by its communist allies paralysing three states.

EU nations
okay new rules
on expelling
illegal
Immigrants

AFP, Luxembourg

European Union nations
approved yesterday tough new
rules on expelling visa-
overstayers, which could see them
banned for five years if they resist,
the EU's Slovenian presidency
announced,

The agreement was sealed
by the 27 EU Interior ministers
at a meeting in Luxembourg,
the presidency said, and is
expected to be passed by the
European Parliament at its
session in Strasbourg between
June 16 and 19.

The new measures will oblige
authorities in EU nations to choose
between issuing residency or other
permits to illegal immigrants from
outside the bloc or returning them
to their countries of origin.
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Secret plan to keep Iraq

under US control

Bush‘wants 50 military bases, control of Iraqi airspace and
legal immunity for all American soldiers and contractors

THE INDEPENDENT, Undated

A secret deal being negotiated in
Baghdad would perpetuate the
American military occupation of
Iraq indehinitely, regardless of the
outcome ol the US presidential
electionin November,
Thetermsoftheimpending deal,
details of which have been leaked to
The Independent, are likely to have
an explosive political effect in Iraq.
Iragi officials fear that the accord,
under which US troops would
occupy permanent bases, conduct
military operations, arrest Iraqis
and enjoy immunity from Iraqi law,

will destabilise Iraq's position in the
Middle East and lay the basis for
unending conflictin their country.

But the accord also threatens 1o
provoke a political crisis in the US,
President Bush wants to push it
through by the end of next month
s0 he can declare a military victory
and claim his 2003 invasion has
been vindicated. But by perpetuat-
ing the US presence in Irag, the
long-term settlement would
undercut pledges by the
Democratic presidential nominee,
Barack Obama, 1o withdraw US
troops if he is elected president in
November,

[llinois scandal threatens
US presidential race

AP, Chicago

A day after Barack Obama sealed the
Democratic nomination for presi-
dent,acorruption scandal involving
a fundraiser who once bankrolled
his campaign resurfaced to slightly
dampen the fesuvities.

Chicago businessman Antoin
“Tony" Rezko, 52, was convicted
Wednesday of fraud, money laun-
dering and aiding and abetung
bribery in a plot to squeeze illegal
payofis out of firms hoping to do
business with the state.,

Republicans are already capital-
1sing on Rezko's ties to Obama, even
though the presumptive
Democratic presidential nomineeis
accused of no wrongdoing and his
name was barelymentioned at trial.

"Today's verdict and Obama's
friendship with Rezko raises serious
questions about whether he has.the
judgment to serve as president,”
Robert M. "Mike" Duncan, chair-
man of the Republican Natonal
Committee, said in astatement.

Rezko's $8 million bond was

revoked and he was taken into
federal custody after the verdict in
the nine-week trial that exposed a
corrupt culture of payoffs and
campaign finance abuses plaguing
[llinois politics.

US Attorney Patrick J. Fitzgerald
said the verdict represented "an
antidote to the poison of corrup-
tion” that trial testimony alleged
included the hxing of state boards
that controlled a $40 billion pen-
sion fund and made major deci-
sions about million-dollar hospital
construction.

The trial included explosive
testimony about all-night drug
parties involving the government's
star witness and allegations that
Gov. Rod Blagojevich personally
discussed a state job for a cam-
paign contributor.

Rezko has known Obama since
he entered politics, raised money
for his Illinois campaigns and was
involved in a 2005 real estate deal
with him. Obama has donated
$150,000 in Rezko-related contri-
butions to charity.

US puts India, China
on watch list over
human trafficking

PTI, New York

The United States has placed India
and China on watch list for not
doing enough to fight human
trafficking and claimed that part of
the enormous economic growth in
the developing countries is being
fuelled by bonded labour.

The Indian government does
not fully comply with the mini-
mum standards for elimination of
trafficking, it said but conceded
that New Delhi is making "signifi-
cant efforts" to fight bonded
labour.

A new report released by the
State Department showed yester-
day that the most dismal record is
of the US' Persian Gulf friends
including Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Kuwait and Oman who complete
with Iran, North Korea and
Myanmar for failure to stop human

trafficking or take action against
traffickers.

Equally dismal was the record of
Sudan, Syria, Myanmar, Cuba, Fiji,
Moldovagand Papua New Guinea,
according to grading done by the
annual report.

Pakistan and Sri Lanka were
somewhat better off as they were
placed countries that do take steps
to fight it -- Tier 2, second of the
three categories in which the coun-
tries have been divided.

In India, the report said, cloth-
ing and brick making are two major
booming industries in which
forced labour, debt bondage and

hazard conditions are common. |
Bracketed with India in clothing |

sector are Bangladesh, Jordan and
Malaysia. Similar conditions exist
in shrimp industry in Thailand, it
says. For brick making, India and
Chinawere bracketed.

Palestinian factions eye
deal after yr-long split

AFP, Gaza City

Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas and Hamas yesterday
appeared headed toward reconcilia-
ton talks one year after the Islamists
seized power in Gaza causing a
political and temtorial split.

The US-backed Abbas on
Wednesday unexpectedly called
for talks with Hamas, which ousted
his Fatah party from power in the
Gaza Strip in June 2007 after deadly
facuonal fighting,

Hamas, which both Israel and
the United States consider a terror-
ist organisation, welcomed the call.
The head of the Islamist govern-
ment in Gaza, Ismail Haniya, was to
respond formally in a televised
speech lateronThursday.

Abbas wants the talks to be
based on a Yemeni-brokered rec-
onciliation deal which Hamas and
Fatah reached in March but failed
to implement amid disagreements
over its conditions.

Abbas had insisted the talks
could only start after areturn to the
political status quo that existed
before Hamas seized Gaza -- a
condition the Islamists rejected.

The Palestinian president made
no mention of this condition in a
speech on Wednesday and tactiully
refrained from referring to the
Hamas takeover as a “coup,” refer-
ring instead to “divisions.”

“The appeal by president Abbas
differs from those he had made
previously which contained condi-

tions that prevented any dialogue,”
Hamas spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri
said.

He noted that the Abbas pro-
posal came at a ume when peace
talks between the Palestinians and
[srael -- which Hamas opposes --
have made no progress despite
both sides' stated intention of
reachingadeal this year.

"Thereisno doubtthe appeal by
president Abbas is linked to the
failure of the negotiations and the
fact that national (Palestinian)
unity is essential in order to con-
frontlsrael,” Abu Zuhrisaid.

Al-Quds, the main Palestinian
newspaper, agreed.

"The appeal for national dialogue
by president Abbas is no coincidence
in these hard times for the
Palestinian cause,” Al-Quds said,
citing an increase in Jewish settle-
ment activity in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank and the lack of tangible
Progressin peace negotiations.

In Wednesday's address mark-
ing the 41st anniversary of the 1967
war that ended with the occupa-
tion of Palestinian territories,

. including east Jerusalem, Abbas

had harsh words for Israel.

"Peace and security.., cannot be
attained through swords of occu-
pation or bulldozers of serttle-
ments. The Israeli decisions to
annex Jerusalem and build settle-
ments in the city and in the West
Bank, along with the separation
Apartheid wall, are void and null,”
he said.

Five 9/11
defendants
appear at
hearing

AFP, Us Naval Base Al
Guantanamo Bay

Five alleged co-conspirators in the
September 11, 2001 attacks
appeared before a US military
tribunal here yesterday, some of
them being seen publicly for the
firsttime In years.

All dressed in white, the hve,
including the alleged mastermind
of the arttacks, Khaled Sheikh
Mohammed, were seated at a table
with their militarydefence team.

The hearing was due to start at
9:00 am (1300 GMT) with the hive to
be read the charges against them, but
the military prosecutors said there
wasadelaytothe proceedings.

Khaled Sheikh Mohammed,
considered the brains of the
attacks, Ramzi Binalshibh, Ali Abd
al-Aziz Ali, Wallid bin Attash and
Mustapha al-Hawsawi face the
death penalty if convicted by the
military commission on the US
baseon Cuba.

Charges against them include
conspiracy, murder, artacking
civilians, intentionally causing
serious bodily injury, destruction
of property, terrorism, and mate-
rial supportfor terrorism.

A village of tents has been set up
on an old landing strip to accom-
modate the journalists and other
visitors who have travelled to Cuba
for the hearing, partofa 12-million
dollar investment to turn this into
"Camp Jusuce.”

US backs talks with

some Afghan rebels
10 more Taliban killed in fighting

AFP, AP, Kabul

The US ambassador in Kabul said
yesterday that Washington backed
the Afghan government's efforts to
reconcile with Taliban and other
rebels without power-sharing or
ceding control of certain areas.

Attacks by coalition and Afghan
forces have killed more than 10
Taliban in Afghanistan,

Faridullah Khan, deputy provin-
cial police chief of the southern
province of Zabul, says nine
Taliban were killed in airstrikes
after militants launched an early
morningattackonanarmy convoy.

Khan says two Afghan army
vehicles were damaged in the
Thursday morning fight and that
six Taliban motorbikes and several
rocket-propelled grenades were
discovered after the battle.

Elsewhere, the US-led coalition
said in a statement that "several
militants” were killed and five
detained on Wednesday during an
operation in Helmand province
that targeted a Taliban leader asso-
ciated with the murder of govern-
mentoflicials.

There is mounting debate in
Afghan political circles and media
about peace talks with militants,
notably former prime minister
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, leader of

the radical Hezb-i-Islamifaction.

The United States supported
Kabul's peace talks with rebels who
were not guilty of the "most serious
crimes” and willing to accept the
government and rule of law,
ambassador William Wood told
reporters.

However, he added: "We don't |

believe and I don't think the gov-
ernment itself has any interest in

allowing anybody to shoot his way |
into preferred status, either (for) a |
share of power or control (of) a

locality or anythinglike that.”

He would not comment on
reports that Hekmatyar, who has a
multi-million-dollar US bounty on
his head, was already in talks with
government and opposition ofhi-
clals.

"But with the exception of al-

Qaeda and those closely associated
with al-Qaeda, we think this 1s
completely an issue for
Afghanistan,” hesaid.

The ambassador said there were
"signs” of fracturing within the
Taliban, including rapid changesin
their chain of command and dis
tancing between factions.

"I think that there are large
segments Of the Taliban who are
genuinely unhappy with the turn
toward terrorism of the larger
organisation,” he said.

The timing of the agreement
would also boost the Republican
candidate, John McCain, who has
claimed the United States is on the
verge olvictory in Iraq avictory that
he says Obama would throw away
by a premature military withdrawal,

America currently has 151,000
troops in Iraq and, even after pro-
jected withdrawals next month,
troop levels will stand at more than
142,000 10000 more than when the
military “surge” began in January
2007. Under the terms of the new
treaty, the Americans would retain
the long-term use of more than 50
bases in Iraq. American negotiators

The Baily Star

dre also demanding immunity from
[ragi law for US troops and contrac-
tors, and a free hand to carry out
arrests and conduct military activi-
ties in Iraq without consulting the
Baghdad government.

The precise nature of the
American demands has been kept
secret until now. The leaks are
certain to generate an angry back-
lash in Iraq. "It is a terrible breach
of our soverelgnty,” said one Iraqi
politician, adding that if the secu-
rity deal was signed it would
delegitimise the government in
Baghdad which will be seen as an
American pawrl.
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DETERMINED TO'
'SUCCEED

Pakistani lawyers and political parties activists shout slogans as they march
during an anti-Musharraf protest rally in Lahore yesterday for the reinstate-

FHOTC: AFP

mentof Supreme Court Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry and others
judges. Pakistani lawyers have decided to step up their campaign for the
reinstatement of judges deposed by President Pervez Musharraf lastyear.

Myanmar
exchanging

food for labour
Says Amnesty

AP, Yangon

Myanmar's military regime has
forced cyclone survivors to do
menial labor in exchange for food
and stepped up a campaign 1o evict
displaced citizens from aid shelters,
an international human rights group
said yesterday.

London-based Amnesty
Internanonal also said authorities in
several cyclone-hit areas continue to
divert aid despite the junta's pledge
to crack down on the problem weeks
ago.

“Unless human rights safeguards
are observed, tens of thousands of
people remain atnsk,” Amnesry said
in a report released Thursday. "Re-
spect for human rights mustbe atthe
centreofthereliefefiort.”

More than a month after the
storm, many people in stricken areas
stll have not received anyaid and the
military regime continues to impose
constaints on internatonal rescue
efiorts, human rights eroupssay
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them from poverty.

Stimulating Household Improvements Resulting in

Economic Empowerment

House: 5, Road: 10, Baridhara, Dhaka 1212,
e-mail: contact@shiree.org, info@shiree.org

The Economic Empowerment of the

Poorest DFID Challenge Fund

time.

Harewelle International (www.harewelle.org) has been awarded a
contract by the UK Department for International Development
(DFID) to manage the £65.0 million (USD$130 million) "Economic
Empowerment of the Poorest (EEP) Challenge Fund". The fund
aims to assist Bangladeshi and International NGOs in scaling up
their activities to assist in the 'graduation’ of over one million of the
absolute and extreme poorest people from poverty by 2015.

The EEP is now commonly referred to as SHIREE: the Bangla word
for steps. The acronym resonates DFID's approach: stimulating
household improvements resulting in economic empowerment.
SHIREE is committed to working with those NGOs who are able to
demonstrate their ability to target the economic bottom 10% of
Bangladeshi households and show their experience in graduating

SHIREE will provide funding to NGOs via two grants:
e The scale fund: tested initiatives designed to bring reliable and rapid
benefits to large numbers of poor people;

® The innovation fund: smaller projects designed to develop innovative
approaches to reduce extreme poverty;

SHIREE now invites Expressions of Interest (EOI) from eligible
NGOs for their scale fund activities. The NGOs applying for the
fund should be formally constituted and registered with the office of
the Director General, NGO Affairs Bureau and have an annual
turnover (revenue) of at least 10 crore Taka in Bangladesh,
excluding micro credit/finance activities. At this pre-qualification
stage, only information about the NGOs and their current activities
is required. If selected, NGOs will be asked for details about their
proposed ideas related to the use of the scale fund at a later date.

In order to facilitate the application procedure SHIREE will only
accept EOIls (in English) online. Interested NGOs are requested to
apply online at www.shiree.org using the drop down menu under
apply to us. Applications will be accepted from 12th June onwards.
The final application form should be completed electronically and
submitted online no later than 3rd July 2008 by 1800 hours, Dhaka

SHIREE is organising _a knowledge sharing event (Gyan Mela)

celebrating the launch of its website: www.shiree.org on 12 June

2008 from 11:00 am-3:00 pm at the British Council, Dhaka (5 Fuller

Road). Interested NGOs are encouraged to visit the event and meet

the SHIREE team for further clarification on application procedures

and priorities.

contracted by:

DFID G5

international
Development

Visually or otherwise impaired persons may contact the office to
make other arrangements for submission of EOls. SHIREE will not
be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred in connection
with the preparation or delivery of the EOl whatsoever.




