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Use human, water, land resources
efficiently for sustainable dev

Prof Muzaffer tells seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent educationist Prof

Muzaffer Ahmad yesterday called
for efficient use of human, water
and land resources to achieve
sustainable development.

“We are using our water and land
in an unplanned way for many
vears. As a result, the country is now
facing a famine-like situation,” he
said ata semunarin the city.

This century would be Asian
century, he said, adding that India
and China are already showing that

sign. "We will also have to cope
with the pace and make our way to
development.”

Private University Student
Welfare Foundation (PUSWEF)
organised the seminar titled "The
21st century is Asian: Including
Bangladesh?” at the Russian
Cultural Centre in the city.

Speaking as the chief guest, Prof
Muzaffer said education should be
linked to the practical aspects of
life, otherwise the country would
notachieve the desired progress.

“Unless welinkoureducation to

METROPOLITA

our everyday life, the country will
not be ahle to prosper the way we
dream ol it," he said.

Prof Muzaffer urged the
policymakers to develop the pri-
mary education system,

He said some people can afford
to pay the high costof education in
the private universities, while some
others cannot afford to buy books
or go to school. Such gaps should
be closed, he added.

Prof Muzaffer urged the stu-
dents to be politically conscious,
but not to be used by unscrupulous

political leaders who use student
politics for their own interest.

"Student politics itself is not a
problem, but problem arises when
it is used for evil purposes or as a
pawn by the political parties,” he
added.

Mark Bickerton, director,
Student Recruitment and
International Development,
London Metropolitan University,
delivered the keynote speech at the
seminar chaired by Asaduzzaman
Rano, secretary general of the
welfare foundation.

Call to reduce
dependence on
carbon-based
energy

BSS, Dhaka

Special Assistant to Chief Adwiser
on Environment and Forest Raja
Debashish Roy called on all to
make efforts to reduce dependence
on carbon-based energy, saying
that their economical use would
largely help reducing level of car-
bon in the air, the main cause of
greenhouse affect.

Inaugurating the programmes of
the World Environment Day at the

Osmani Memorial Hall in the city |

yesterday, he said, “Wherever it 1S
possible, we should use and pro-
mote wind, hydro and solar power
instead of fossil fuel to keep our
atmosphere clean and carbon-free.

Pointing out this year's theme of
the day 'Kick the habit! Towards A
Low Carbon Economy’, Raja
Debasish said the theme puts great
emphasis on the urgent need of
lessening our dependence on fossil
fuel acrossthe globe.

Referring to the scientific indica-
tions on earth's climate, he said
about 30 percent biodiversifyon the
planet would be atnisk, temperarture
of the earth increases double from
one and a half degree along with
creating great danger for four billion
peopleoftropicalcountries of Asia.

Later, he inangurated a two-day
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Envirdhment and Forest
Secretary AHM Rezaul Kabir pre-
sided over the function.

Bangladesh Centre for
Advanced Studies (BCAS)
Executive Director Prof Abdullah
Abu Sayed, UNEP's 'Champion of
the Earth 2008" award recipient Dr
Atig A Rahman and Grameen
Shakti Managing Director Bhupal
Barua were given awards for their
contribution to environment
study, research and technology
development.
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Special Assistant to Chief Adviser on Environment and Forest Raja Debashish Roy inaugurates a colourful proces-
sionatShahbagh in the city yesterday on the occasion of the World Environment Day.

AL for social movement to
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Leaders of Awami League (AL)
yesterday called for a social move-
ment [0 create awareness among
the people of all walks of life in an
effort to resolve environmental
problems the country is facing
severely.

They also underscored the need
for taking long-term planning and
planned forestry to preserve the
country and its environment from

protect environment

natural calamities.

“We will have to launch a social
movement and to go for planned
forestry to protect the country and
its environment,” said AL presid-
ium member Abdur Razzak at a
roundtable on 'Environmental
hazards in Bangladesh and our
responsibilities’ at Engineers’
[nstitute auditorium in the city.

AL's sub-committee on envi-
ronment organised the roundtable
on the occasion of the World
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Environment Day.

Dr Subrata Kumar Saha of
Geology Department at Dhaka
University presented a keynote
paper at the programme which was
moderated by forest and environ-
ment affairs secretary to the AL
central working committee Dr
Hasan Mahmud.

AL presidium member Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury, leaders Abdul
Mannan, Shubid Ali Bhuiyan,
advocate Rahmat Ali, Nurul Islam
Nahid and Dr Dipu Moni spoke at
the roundtable with AL advisory
council member MA Mannan in
the chair.

Addressing the discussion, the
AL leaders called on the govern-
ment to make the Buriganga rive
pollution-free immediately to save
the city. They also demanded the
government to cancel its agree-
ment with US oil company
Chevron on seismic survey at the
Lawachhara reserve forest in
Moulvibazar.

The government should take
quick decision as the eco-sensitive
Lawachhara forest has already
been harmed badly by the three-
dimensional seismic survey of the
company, they observed.

“Now itis up to the government
to decide whether it will let
Chevron destroy the forest or stop
it,” said Sajeda Chowdhury, a for-
mer forest and environment mims-
ter. Ecological balance has been
destroyed in the Chittagong due to
cuttingofhills, she added.

She observed that the port city
would wash away into the Bay of
Bengal after 30 years if the situation
continues.

Abdur Razzak further said the
government should be more care-
ful in protecting the country's
environment. He also urged the
government to protect the coun-
try's sole mangrove forest the
Sundarbans, otherwise, what he
said, three crores of people of

Khulna region would be homeless
in near future.

' ness on the causes
 climate change in the country.

7-day photography
exhibition begins
at Drik Gallery

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A seven-day photography exhibi-
tion on climate change began at the
Drik Galleryin the city yesterday.

Organised by Fredskorpset
Bangladesh Network, the exhibi-
tion was inaugurated by Prof
Muzaffer Ahmad, environment
activist and chairman of
Transparency International
Bangladesh.

The exhibition featured 46
photographs by 32 photographers,
Ofthem, Saiful Chowdhury, Khaled
Hasan and Saiful Haq won the first,
second and third prizes respec-
tively.

Prof Muzaffer handed over
awards to the three best photogra-
phers,

The photographs depicted
different forms of climate change
and lives of distressed people
caused by the climate,

The 46 photographs were
selected from 604 ones through a
nationwide competition to
observe the World Environment
Day.

The exhibition is organised to
mark the day and to create aware-
and effects of

Former adviser Sultana Kamal
and Fredskorpset Asia representa-
tive Sacha Jotisalikorn were pres-
ent as the special guests at the
programme.

The exhibition will remain open
for all from 3:00pm to 8:00pm
everydayuntil June 11.

Prof Muzaffer said countries like
Bangladesh are facing difficulties
as aresult of the impacts of climate
change for which the developed

| countriesare mostyresponsible.

'Allocate budget for
implementation of
women dev policy’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of Sammilita Sangskritik
Jote at a roundtable yesterday
called on the government 'to
announce its stand on the National
Women Development Policy and
allocate adequate budget for its
implementation.

This policy has been changed
three times in the last 11 years, they
said, adding that even the newly
formulated National Women
Development Policy lacks specific
guldehnes on the issues of
wormen's participation it polites,
their constitutional rights, nght to
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inheritance and*women from '

minority communities.

It also does not tell anything
about Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) or Poverty
Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP),
though it is not possible to achieve
the goals without the establish-
mentof gender equality, theysaid.

"Yet, a vested quarter has been
opposing the policy vehemently

and pressing the government to |
cancel the policy in the name of §
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Prof Muzaffer Ahmad, extreme right, admires a photograph at an exhibition on climate change at Drik Gallery in the
city yesterday. On his right is former adviser to the caretaker government Sultana Kamal.

'Govt wants to
hold blueprint
elections'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of Ganotantrik Bam Morcha
(GBM) yesterday said the government
wants to hold a blueprint election
aiming to form a rubber stamp parlia-
ment but the countrymen will not
acceptit.

he government is continuing the
state of emergency only to protect
itself from the public wrath,” they said
this at a press conference at the office
of Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal
(BSD).

The formal dialogue will not bring
any solution to the existing cnises if the
emergencycontinues, theyadded.

GBM Coordinator Moshrefa Mishu
read out a written speech at the
programme

The leaders said handing over
power to the elected representatives
through holding an election is the
most important matter though the
government is interested in its own
agendainstead ofholdingelection.

Condemning the mass arrest drive
across the country, they said such
arrests are making the situation more
complicated. “In fact, the government
has failed in all fronts. That is why, it
wants to make itself safe to passon the
blametoothers.”

Comrade Khalequzzaman, Tipu
Biswas, Saiful Haque and Zonayucd
Sakiwere present

religion,” said Prof Sadeka Halim of £
sociology department, Dhaka Pia
University.

Bowing to the pressure of the
fanatics,
formed a committee to review the
policy in March, which is insulting
not only for women but also for the
entire nation, she said in her key-
note paper.

President of Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad Ayesha Khanam
women demanded that the
National Women Development
Policy 0f 1997 be restored, but it did
nothappen.

the government also §

said |

She also questioned the role of |

those who are opposing the
National Women Development
Policy for the last 50 years and said
that they have been using the
policyasapolitical tool.

Formulation of the review
committee is totally unethical, said
otherspeakers.

On the one hand, the govern-
ment has announced the National
Women Development Policy 2008
and on the other hand, a group in
the governmenthasbeen opposing
the policy, which is totally a contra-
dictory act and should be stopped
immediately, they said.

Cultural personality Ramendu
Majumder, Workers Party leader
Hazera Sultana, Barrister Shirin
Sharmin, Mita Haque, Tahera
Begum Jolly and Shuvash Singha
Roy also spoke.

, Sammilita Sangskritik Jote
President’ Nasiruddin Yusuff pre-
sided over the roundtable moder-
ated by its General Secretary
Golam Kuddus.
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A.P, MDLLER SINGAPDRE PTE. LTD.

For our rapidly expanding, young & modern fleet
we invite applications from qualified
Merchant Navy Officers for the following

ntamei All Officer Ranks

Tanker All Officer Ranks

All Officer Ranks including Gas Engg.
Junlur Engg .-' Gas Engg.

. Excellent remuneration and onalty benefits.
* Revised wages wef 01st May 2008.
®* Very young and technologically advanced diverse fleet
* Long term continuous employment with round the
year wages.
e Senior Officers 4 months on & 2 months off
®* Flexible contract option of:
®* 4 months on & 3 months off
® 3 months on & 3 months off,
®* Junior officers 5 months on & 2.5 months off.
* On board family carriage.
* Medical & life coverage
®* Family medical allowance
®* Study scholarship for competency exams
* |n house specialized training for career progression.
‘ Onbnard persnnal f:tness & wellness program

For a stralghtforward application process
please email us at
sishipjob@maersk.com
For onllne appllcatlon visit us at

www.apms S Ing Yapore.com.sg
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For enquiries call +55 &0
On!y Shortlisted Appllcants will be notifled

A P MOLLER SINGAPDRE PTE LTD
3, Harbourfront Place
# 13-01, Harbourfront Tower 2,
Singapore - 099254

« Long lasting
* High temperature proof
* Environment-friendly
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