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STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Proper planningand al!ncation
in budget needed to improve
the living conditions ‘of the
ethnic communities, a
national seminar was told
yesterday.

“The government needs to
allocate more in the upcoming
budget for the improvement of
the livelihood of the ethnic
communities of the country
and make them capable of
contributing to the national
economy,” said Meghna Guho
Thakurta, executive director of
Research Initiative 1In
Bangladesh (RIB).

She was addressing a
national seminar on the
“Needs of the Most Neglected
Communities in Bangladesh”,
arranged by RIB, a national
NGO.

“Most of the neglected eth-
nic communities are now living
in poor conditions and don't
getaccess to most of the funda-
mental rights,” said added.

Eminent economist Atiur
Rahman, who also spoke at the

seminar, said the government
should have a proper direction
In its policy and ensure access
to land, education, employ-
ment and treatment in the
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~ Budgetary allocation for ethnic
communities demanded

upcoming budget.

“They are also citizens of our
country, so they should have
the same access like the major-
ity people of the country,” he
added.

Representatives from differ-
ent neglected ethnic commu-
nities including Harijan,
Hrishi, Munda, Kewra shared
their experiences and prob-
lems at the seminar.

Nando Kumar Bashfore, a
representative from Harijan
(cleaner) community, said, a
few of the schools allow their
children studentship, but most
of the time they are not treated
equally.

“Even, 1n some cases,
Harijan children are not
allowed to sit with other chil-
dren,” headded.

The speakers at the seminar

STAR
Participants are seen at a seminar on government policy and budget, organised by the Research
Initiative in Bangladesh at the National Press Club in Dhaka yesterday.

urged to eliminate these social
discriminations. They also
stressed on ensuring the secu-
rity and access to justice to the
neglected and disadvantaged
ethnic groups.

Professor Abul Barkat, gen-
eral secretary of Bangladesh
Economic Association and Dr.
Hamida Hossain, humanrights
activist were also present at the
seminar.

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Sugar and Food
Industries Corporation
(BSFIC) has proposed to the
government a huge increase
in duties on imported sugar
_in the upcoming budget to
cut down on the losses
incurred by the sugar mills of
the country.

BSFIC Chairman Mokhles
Ur Rahman told a group of
reporters at his office Tuesday
that his corporation has
already sent the proposal to the

Industries Ministry seeking the
increase in specific duties both
for raw sugar and imported
sugar.

The BSFIC has proposed
increase of the specific duty on
raw sugar from existing Tk
4,000 to Tk 9,500 and on
imported sugar from Tk 5,000

to 15,000.

“There will have to be a tariff
adjustment for a balanced
competition. The sugar indus-
try needs all the government
support. If the market price is
balanced, the industry will

: Hetty duty on imported
sought to save industry

survive,” the BSFIC chairman
said.

He said the marketing of
local sugaris under threat amid
existing “uneven competition.”

He said that at present the
production cost of one kilo-
gram of sugar in the mills is Tk
38, while the selling price is Tk
31.“If the production cost does
not go down, the amount of
losswill increase.”

Mokhles said the 15 state-
owned mills in the country
could produce 1.6-1.67 lakh
metric tons of sugar against the

sugar

demand of 12-13 lakh metric
tons.

Emphasizing on govern-
ment support, he said some
15,000 labourers and
500,000 farmers are directly
involved with the industry.
“It is said that about 5 mil-
lion (50 lakh) people are
indirectly involved with the
industry.”

Replying to a question, the
BSFIC chairman said the total
dues of the sugarcane cultiva-
tors, which was Tk 32.45 crore,
has alreadybeen paid.

Promotional
online fares

to 3 Singapore
Airlines
destinations

Singapore Airlines launched
promotional fares to 3 popular
regional destinations, says a
pressrelease.

The fares are valid for econ-
omy class tickets booked
online, via the airline's website,
singaporeair.com/bd.

Fares to 3 cities, inclusive of
all taxes and surcharges (sub-
ject to currency fluctuations),
are Bangkok $686, Ho Chi Minh
City $735 and Maldives $1081.

Tickets are on sale from 23
May to 07 June 2008, and valid
trayel from 01 June to 30 July
2008.

Cheang Kok Ming, general
manager Bangladesh, says,
“Customers can book and
purchase their tickets online, at
their convenience and in the
comfortof their home. By book-
ing online, customers have a
choice of popular destinations
like Bangkok and exotic desti-
nations like Ho Chi Minh Ciy
and Maldives at promotional
fares.”

New MD of
Shilpa Bank

)

Bangladesh Shilpa Bank (BSB) |

appointed Md Mizanur

Rahamn as its new managing |

director on Sunday, says a press
release.

Prior to his joining the BSB,
he was the deputy managing
director ofJanata Bank Ltd.

Rahamn joined Sonali Bank
in 1978. He was also the chief
executive officer (CEO) of the
Kolkata branch of the bank.

Bangladesh Gas Fields Co. Ltd.

(A Company of Petrobangla)

Head Office, Birashar
Brahmanbaria-3400
Bangladesh

International Re-Tender Notice
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1. Ministry/Division

Ministry of Power, Energy & Mineral Resources/Energy &
Mineral Resources Division.

2. Agency Petrobangla.

3. | Procuring entity Bangladesh Gas Fields Company Limited (BGFCL).

4 Procuring entity district Brahmanbaria.

5. | Invitation Ref No. Tender No. BGFCL/MATS(FP)/096(R-1), Dated May 29, 2008.

6. Invitation for Procurement of Pipe & Pipe Fittings, Plug Valve, Control Valve.
Angle Valve & Needle Valves.

/.| Procurement method Open tendering.

8. | Budget & source of fund Own resources of BGFCL

9. | Tender selling schedule

a) Dateé&time

b) Place

¢) Price of tender document

04, 2008 to July 06, 2008.
Banani, Dhaka-1213.

(non-refundable).

Tender documents will be available between 0900 hrs & 1500
hrs (BST) on all working days (Sunday to Thursday) from June

BGFCL's Liaison Office at Road # 6, House # 75, Old DOHS,

Tender documents will be sold on payment of BTk 5,000.00

10. | Bid receiving and opening

Banani, Dhaka-1213.

same place.

a) Date & time Bi_ds will be received up to 1100 hrs (BST) on July 07, 2008 and
will be opened on the same day at 1130 hrs (BST) in presence
of the bidders' representatives if any.

D) Place BGFCL's Liaison Office at Road # 6, House & 75, Old DOHS,

If it is not possible to receive/open the tender on the scheduled
date_ for any unavoidable circumstances the same will be
received/opened on the next working day at the same time and

11. Elig'bility of bidder

Reputed firms, Imanufatlurers and suppliers from all countries
except Israel with interational experience in supplying similar

= =4 | matenals are eligible to participate in the bidding.
- | _Description of materials Bid security amount Delivery time
Gr-A: Pipe & pipe fittings BTk. 3,0000000 or USD | 120 days after opening of
4,600.00 (Gr-A) LUC
Gr-B: Plug Valve, Control Valve, Angle | BTk, 1,30,00000 or _USD
Valve & Needle Valves 2,000.00 (Gr-B)
13. | Name of official inviting tender M Nurul Absar,

14. | Designation of official inviting tender

General Manager (Technical Services).

15. | Address of official inviting tender

Head Office

Bangladesh

Fax: 0851-58758

Bangladesh Gas Fields Co Ltd
 Birashar, Brahmanbaria-3400,

Telephone No. 0851-58603

16. | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders.

PRS-09/08/36(FP)
GD-2639
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M Nurul Absar

General Manager (Technical Services)

AFP, Beijing

China could be forced to
become a major grain
importer to feed its increas-
ingly wealthy population at a
time of record global food
prices, a leading environ-
mentalist said Wednesday.

As one of the world's top
grain producers, China
imports little wheat or corn,
but may soon have to buy
from abroad as citizens
change their eating habits,
said Lester Brown, presi-
dent of the Earth Policy
Institute.

Brown, an influential envi-
ronmental scholar, said four
billion people worldwide are
seeking to switch from grain-
based diets to meat-based
diets, which demand more
farm resources.

‘I don't anticipate much
Iincrease in China's grain
production and I expect
China to move into the inter-
national market," Brown told
reporters in Beijing.

'If China imports only 10
percent of its grain needs, it
will become the world's larg-
estimporter of grain,"

Dwindling water
resources in China, and a fall
in crop yields brought on by
global warming, will also
force the world's most popu-
lous nation to tap foreign
grain markets, he said.

China's 1.76 trillion dol-
lars in foreign reserves will
bolster its capacity to import
more grain, he added.

"China's consumption of
more meat, milk and eggs as
it moves up the food chain is
resulting in a two-million-
tonne increase of grain con-
sumption per year," Brown
said.

According to the World
Bank, global food prices have
nearly doubled in three
years, with experts blaming
factors such as rising oil
prices and the growing use of
biofuels.

'China to import grain

Sky-rocketing commodity |

prices in the past year have
battered developing coun-
tries, where food takes the
lion's share of household
Income.

Rising food prices have
sparked deadly unrest and
rising malnutrition, and a
number of countries have

put limits on exports to try to |

feed their own populations.

"We are in the midst of the
most serious food-price |

inflation ever witnessed."
said Brown.

BUSINESS MEET

FBCCI team

leaves for China

UNB, Dhaka
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A 32-member business delegation
of the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) left here
Wednesday for Kunming, China to

attend the 3rd China-South Asia

Business Forum.

The three-day forum was
scheduled to begin today, said a
FBCCI pressrelease.

The Forum, which has the
support of business leaders of
regional and apex chambers of the
South Asian countries, will tackle a
number of regional and interna-
tional economic issues from the
perspective of private sectors' role
in economic and social develop-
ment.

During the visit, the FBCCI
delegation, under the leadership of
FBCCI Director SM Shafiuzzaman,
will meet the Vice Prime Minister
and Governor of Yunan Province of
China and Chairman of CCPIT.
They will also have meetings with
their counterparts and dignitaries
ofthe province.

The delegation will attend the |
opening ceremony of Kunming |

Import and Export Commodities
Fair where they will interact with

the Chinese entrepreneurs. They |

will also visit Guanzi city during the
Visit.

The business delegation is |
expected to return home on |

Monday.
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Form 'crisis management
cell' to fight energy crisis

Ctg entrepreneurs urge govt

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong
Entrepreneurs here yesterday
urged the government to form
a 'crisis management cell' to
solve the acute energy crisis to
avert the negative impact on
the country's economic
growth.

The businesspeople also
said industries are facing a
serious setback in Chittagong
as the authorities of
Bakharabad Gas System
Limited (BGSL) has stopped
new gas connections for indus-
trial use.

They were addressing a
discussion on 'Energy Crisis",
organised by International
Business Forum of Bangladesh
(IBFB) in collaboration with
Management and Resources
Development Initiative
(MRDI).

[BFB President Mahmudul
[slam Chowdhury said a num-
ber of industrial units in the
region could not go for opera-

tions even after completing all
necessaryinfrastructure.

The manufacturing units are
also incurring huge economic
losses due to the government's
decision to stop giving new gas
connections for industrial
purposes, Chowdhuryadded.

Pointing at the acute crisis in
power generation and severe
load shedding in Chittagong,
the speakers at the discussion
also said businesses are incur-
ring huge losses due to fre-
quent power cuts and voltage
fluctuations.

The government should
urgently take decisions to go
for immediate exploration of
coal and gas to overcome the
energy crisis, the speakers told
the discussion, attended by
businesspeople and journal-
Ists.

The speakers also under-
scored the need for more inter-
action between business com-
munities and journalists for
better coverage of business

problems.

They also suggested the
businesspeople take steps like
developing information cells
so that journalists can collect
required information to make
their reports correct, complete
and objective,

Shakawat Hossain, manag-
ing director of Western Marine
Shipyard Limited, Jahir Uddin,
managing director and chief
executive officer of Mostafa
Group, Shahidullah Shahjahan
of PR Group, and Nur
Mohamad of Khan Jahan Ali
Ltd also addressed the discus-
sion.

Chittagong journalists M
Nasirul Hoque, Jashim
Chowdhury Sabuj, Reaz
Haider, Ali Haider and Saiful
Alam also participated in the
discussion.

MRDI Executive Director
Hasibur Rahman gave wel-
come speech. The Daily Star
News Editor Inam Ahmed
moderated the discussion.

Indian firm to invest $3.41m
in Adamjee EPZ

UNB, Dhaka
An Indian company will set up
a garments accessories manu-
facturing industry in Adamjee
Export Processing Zone (EPZ).
The company, M/s Tex
Zippers (BD) Ltd, will invest
US$ 3.41 million (about Tk 23
crore) for its plant erection and

— e — —— i

will annually produce 25 crore
pieces of different types of
ZIppers.

It will also create employ-
ment opportunity for 152
Bangladeshi and eight foreign
nationals.

An agreement to this effect
was signed between the
Bangladesh Export Processing

soeETeal I TP

Zones Authority (BEPZA) and
the M/s Tex Zippers (BD) Ltd at
BEPZA ComplexTuesday.

Prasanta Bhushan Barua,
member (investment promo-
tion) of BEPZA, and Vijay Toley,
managing director of M/s Text
Zippers (BD) Ltd, signed the
agreement on behalf of their
respective sides.
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.,  TEIrEa/Acg/faen 3 17 @ A9 FEd TN |
. AT 2 @17Sg, @ fFTEY @ IR 2RO (WRRfSHT) |
9. SXIACETA T&H 2 fAfefs. S5ao1, 38 w5 9 |
8. wasitad fauy 2 (a) Supply and Installation of Medical & Surgical Regquirements with
Chemical & Reagent (MSR) and (b) Establishment of Web Based
Disease Survelllance (Software Development, Computer & Accessories,
Connectivity efc).
¢. WVANATEZENRAFAE 3 [ TR/ AT SrE8/009-/¢ 8¢ Tfg: 3-L-ob-32
Y,  FWZ Yafe 2 CAIE HA%E YRS |
9.  Identification of Packages:
S| Name of Items Package No | Tender security/ | Time for completion
No. eamest money
1. | Supply and Installation of Medical & | |EDCR-CDC-1 3,50,000/- | 60 days from the date
Surgical Requirements (MSR) | of contract signing
2. | Establishment of Web Based | IEDCR-CDC-2 2,00,000/- 60 days from the date
Disease Surveillance (Software of contract signing
Development, Computer &
Accessories, Connectivity etc).
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