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US aid ships
to leave
Myanmar

AP, Yangon

The U.S. military ordered navy
ships loaded with relief aid off
Myanmar's coast to leave the area
today after the ruling junta refused
to give them permission to help
survivors of last month's devastat-
ing cyclone

Adm. Timothy Keating, the top
commander in the Pacific, ordered
the USS Essex and accompanying
vessels to depart the Myanmar area
after what he said were 15 separate
attempts in recent weeks to get the
junta’s authorisation to help with
relief efforts.

Myanmar's state media has said
it feared a US invasion aimed at
seizing the country's oil deposits.

The ruling generals also have
forbidden the use of military heli
copters from friendly neighboring
nations, which are vital in rushing
supplies to isolated survivors in the
[rrawaddydelta. This has forced aid
agencies to scour for civilian air-
craft around the world and bring
them in at dramatically increasing
COSLS.

Bomb blast
kills 3 in
Peshawar

AP, Peshawar

i

Abomb explosionripped througha
video shop in a business center of
northwest Pakistan on yesterday,
killing three people and wounding
three, police said.

The blast came as investigators
probed who was behind a car
bomb that exploded just outside
the Danish embassy earlier this
week It could add to concern that
Pakistan's efforts to strike peace
deals with militants are failing to
end violence

Local police chief Abdul Rauf
said the latest attack happened In
the town of Kohat, about 45 miles
south of Peshawar, the capital of
North West Frontier Province
bordering Afghanistan. He said the
dead and injured were taken to a
hospital.

The blast also damaged other
video and CD stores nearby.

There was no immediate claim
of responsibility, but preyious
bombings in this volaule region

“have been blamed on pro-Taliban
militants who consider music and

movies un-Islamic. Just weeks ago, |
suspected militants sent letters to

shop owners in Kohat and else-

where in the region, warning them |

to close their businesses.

US, Pakistan
military chiefs
hold talks

AFP, Islamabad

US military chief Admiral Mike |

Mullen held a second day of coun-
ter-terrorism talks with Pakistani
army top brass yesterday, two days
after a suicide
people in the capital, officials said.

Mullen held a second meeting |
with Pakistan army chief General |
Ashfaq Kayani following his arrival |

Tuesday on a two-day wvisit, his

third trip to the nuclear-armed |

nation since parliamentary polls in
February.

The elections saw
President Pervez Musharraf, a key
US ally on Washington's "war on
terror”, routed, and Washington
has expressed concerns over the
new government's peace talks with
Taliban militants.

Mullen is not scheduled to meet
Musharraf or the new political
leadership, said US embassy
spokeswoman Elizabeth Colton.

“There is no plan for that The |

emphasis of the visit is military-to-
military cooperation,” Colton told
AFP

S Korea offers
food aid to
hungry North

AFP, Seoul

South Korea yesterday offered to
provide 50,000 tonnes of corn in
humanitarian aid to famine-hit
North Korea despite strained rela-
tions with the communist state.

Unification Minister Kim Ha-
Joong said he had proposed that
both Koreas should discuss the
food aid three weeks ago, but
Pyongyang has yettorespond.

“The government makes it clear
that it has a willingness to discuss
and provide the aid,” Minister Kim
told abriefing,

"I hope North Korea will
respond positively to this.”

Kim's proposal was the first
humanitarian aid offer to North
Korea by the conservative govern-
ment of President Lee Myung-Bak,
who took office in February.

North Korea has cut ties with
Lee's administration in protest at
its firmer line of linking aid to
progress on nuclear disarmament,
after 10 years of relatively amicable
relations with previous liberal

_governments in Seoul.
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Democratic presidential hopeful Sen. Barack Obama (L) and his wife Michelle Obama wave to supporters during a
rally atthe Xcel Energy Center on Tuesday nightin St. Paul, Minnesota. Obama clinched the Democratic presiden-

tial nomination following Tuesday's primaries in South Dakota and Montana.

Afghan war could last

for another decade

AFP, Sydney

The war in Afghanistan is likely to
last at least another decade and
10,000 more foreign troops are
needed there now, Australian
military and political leaders said
yesterday

"I would say it's an endeavour
that will last at least 10 years,” the
head of the defence force, Air Chief
Marshal Angus Houston told a
parliamentary committee.

Taliban rebels still control large
parts of the southern Uruzgan
province where most of Australia’s
1,000 troops are deployed,
Houston said, despite some suc-

| cesses by Special Forces units.

Defence Minister Joel

Fitzgibbon, meanwhile, said at
least 10,000 more troops were
needed to Light the rebellion but
they were unlikely to be provided
by European nations.

About 70,000 roops provided b}'

the United States and NATO coun- "
' ddn'thdve the capacity.”

tries ‘are’ Helpirg' Afghan forées

against the Taliban, who were
ousted ina US-led invasionin2001.

"I am of the view that we need at
the very least an additional 10,000
troops in Afghanistan and to be
frank [ don't see any Europeans
who look likely to put up substan-
tial numbers any time soon,”
Fitzgibbon told the national AAP
news agencyinaninterview.

“Ifearitwill falltothe UStodoa
lot on the military front and I sense
a willingness on their part to do so.
But, of course, they have enormous
concurrency issues. They are over-
stretched.”

Fitzgibbon ruled out Australia
committing more troops to
Afghanistan.

"We are the largest non-NATO
contributor. We are the 10th largest
contributor overall and we are just

not prepared to do more while ever
we are of the view that there are

others that could be doing more,"

hesaid.
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Asta mulls over possible

AP, Jakarta

Indonesians celebrated the news
yesterday thata man who spent his
childhood in their nation has
locked up the US. Democratic
nomination, while others across
Asia considered how a Barack
Obama presidency could improve
long-strained forelgn relations.

"I never imagined he would
become a great man," said
Widianto Hendro Cahyono, 48,
who sat next to Obama at SDN
Menteng elementary school in
Jakarta, the Indonesian capital.

Japan was hoping for a moder-
ate shift in Washington following
years of militarism, scholars said,
and China was eager to see "a new
face after the disputed Bush
administration.”

In beating out Hillary Rodham
Clinton, the 46-year-old [llinois
senator entered a five-month
campaign against Republican Sen.
John McCain of Arizona, the 71-

year-old Vietnam prisoner of war
and staunch supporter of the U S.-
led campalgnin Iraq,

Obama opposed the Invasion
and has called for an early troop
withdrawal. He also has shown
willingness to engage in dialogue
with Iran, North Korea, Cuba,
nations long isolated by the poli-
cies of President Bush.

Indonesians were rooting for
the man they consider to be a
hometown hero. Obama lived in
the predominantly Muslim nation
from age 6 to 10 with his mother
and Indonesian stepfather. Former
teachers and classmates fondly
remember him.

"He was an average student, but
very active,” said Cahyono, who
was in the same 3rd grade class
with Obama in Jakarta.

The school's principal,
Kuwadiyanto, was equally proud,
saying he hoped one day Obama
would come back to visit, while
Indonesian Foreign Relations
Committee member Djoko Susilo, said

Obama presidency

Obama could boost bilateral relations.

A Chinese scholar said that
while he did not expect major
changes in U.S. foreign policy, he
thought the overall tone could shift
if Obamawere in the White House,

"He will bring new energy into
America’'s domestic politics and
foreign policies,” said Zhu Feng,
deputy director for the Center of
International and Strategic Studies
at Peking University in Beijing. “It's
agood choice for the Democrats.”

As for the possibility that
Obama could become America's
first black president, Zhu said
Obama's ethnic background
meant little to the Chinese.

"He's displayed compassion,
inspiration, wisdom, and intelli-
gence,” Zhu said. "He's a fantastic
speaker.”

Obama has made himself
unpopular in Pakistan by saying
the US should act alone on infor-
mation about terrorist targets
within its national borders, leading
some to believe he will not be any

different from President Bush.

"Obama has threatened attacks
against us even before becoming

the president, and he will be more

dangerous compared to Bush,®
said 34-year-old Ibrar Ahmad, a
lecturer at the Government College
in Multan.

In Vietnam, where the Clintons
are pralsed for restoring ties after
the war, real-estate salesman Ngo
Van Hung, 33, said he switched
allegiance to Obama after watch-
ing him campaign.

"At first, 1 supported Hillary
Clinton, but the more I read about
him, the more | liked Obama,” he
said. "He would have a better
understanding of how to treat
peopleofdifferent nationalities.”

Although Obama has not spo-
ken about Washington's relation-
ship with the new Asian economic
power India, analyst C. Uday
Bhaskar at the New Delhi-based
Institute for Defense Studies said
his half-Muslim heritage has won
him support.

UN fears more food

shortages in Myanmar

AFP, Bangkok

Cyclone Nargis has prevented
many farmers in Myanmar's rice-
growing region from planting their
new crop, raising fears of food
shortages this year, UN agriculture
officials said yesterday.

Rice stocks and paddies were
pummelled when the deadly storm
hit, and the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
had stressed that the new planting
season must begin in early June to
stave off further tragedy:.

But early June has crept around,
and still farmers are languishing
withoutaidsupplies more than one
month after the cyclone hit and left
more than 133,000 people dead or
missing.

"Many areas are still empty and
farmers haven't yet come back
because of the lack of shelter and

"is¥as irnp{;nanﬁ'}'.‘ﬁ’é Simply [Yack of ‘food;* thie FAO's /deputy

regional representative Hiroyuki

Konumatold reporters in Bangkok.

"We have to complete sowing
by the end of July latest otherwise
it will create tremendous damage
to productivity and affect income
and eventually will affect
national security of Myanmar
itself." '

The FAO estimates that 16 per-
cent of the 1.3 million hectares (3.2
million acres) of agricultural land
in the Irrawaddy Delta region have
been seriously damaged after the
cyclone caused flooding, while sea
water has poisoned the soil.

Much of the rice seed which
would have been used for the
monsoon harvest -- which
accounts for 80 percent of
Myanmar's annual rice yield -- was
lost or damaged by the cyclone, UN
officials say.

'It’s likely that the harvest will
not be able to take place for
another year,” said Paul Risley of

bomb killed six |

allies of | |

PHOTO: AFP

A Palestinian boy waits for his travel permit to be released while Palestinian Fulbright scholars Hadeel Abu Kawik
(C), Doa Abu Amsha (L) and Nadel Telbani (R) sit at the Hamsa-Hamsa station on the Palestinian side of the Erez
terminal yesterday, while leaving the Gaza Strip to deposit visa applications for the United States in Jerusalem. The
scholars, who have received US-funded Fulbright grants, may be allowed to leave the besieged Gaza Strip, officials
said on Tuesday, but hundreds of other students remain stranded.

Poor people's income dips 36pcC

FROM PAGE 1
safety-net programmes in the next
fiscal year

[0 achieve this aim, the govern-
ment would have to stockpile 12-15
lakh tonnes of food grains and also
enhance 1ts capabilities 1n
smoothly distributing food grains
among thetarget groups

About the macro-economic
performance, the CPD executive
director said even though the

government has set seven targets
for the budget of this fiscal vear,
there looms some challenges such
assubsidyburden, threatened food
security, acute power and energy
deficit and other issues that may
hinder the government in achiev-
INg itsgoals

He, however, found robust
export performance, higher reve-
nue collecuon, bumper Boro pro-
duction, and a rejuvenated capital
market as some positive develop-
nents of this year's hscal perfor-

idNCe.

On the state of the economy,
the conference was told that the
expenditure on subsidies during
the July-March period of the
current fiscal year posted a rise
f 192 percent creating a huge
hurden on-the government's
ywudget. The rise is substantial

onsidering the percentage ol
the same period In the previous
liscal year.

[he paper said the budget for
the current fiscal year kept around
Tk 6,000 crore as subsidies but it
may go over Tk 16,000 crore due to
fuel, food and fertliser price hike.

As the prices of fuels have
increased significantlyin the global
marker, it suggested that the gov-
ernment re-fixes fuel prices to keep
abalanceinrevenue expenditure.

“The prices of fuels were lastre-
fixed in April 2007 considering the
market situation of that particular
time. After that global fuel prices
have increased a lot and so the
government has to re-fix the
prices soon td cope with the situa-
tion," the CPD executive director
said

[he import prices ol crude
petroleum and diesel have gone up
to $130 and $169 per barrel.
However, these were $67 and $85
per barrel when the current budget
was prepared, the paper men-
tioned.

"The government may have to
increase fuel prices soon, butwhile
doingso, it will have to consider the
purchasing capability of the gen-
eral public as poor people use
kerosene and the farmers use
diesel for jrrigation... The govern-
ment should keep that in mind,”
Mustafizur Rahman said.

He felt that fuel prices should be
adjusted in phases so that it does
not mount too much pressure on

e

the common people all on a sud-
den.

He also cautioned the govern-
mentofhigh deficitofthe budgetof
fiscal year 2008. He said high deficit
sustained for a long period ol ime
may create a vicious circle of bor-
rowing and higher revenue expen-
diture through debt servicing
liabilities.

Citing example of India, he said
the neighbouring country contin-
ued a deficit of over six percent of
GDP through the 1990s and the
early years of this decade resulting
in an expenditure of over 25 per-
cent of the toral budget for interest
payment.

Bangladesh now spends around
13 percent of its expenditure bud-
geton interest payment,

Mustafizur Rahman said the
country's industrial sector 15 not
;u-ri'urh:ing up to its potential due
to the volatile situation in the
power sector and foreign investors
are also uninterested in coming
here due to this problem.

“If we select two most priori-
tised sectors, these are food and
power," headded.

About power, he further told the
conference that a total of 12 power
plants were planned to be setup in
the country during 2008 with a
production capacity of 694 mega-
watts. However, only one plant has
been putinto service so far.

Turkish court
set to rule on
head scarf law

AFP, Ankara

Turkey's top court will consider
Thursday cancelling a law allowing
women to wear Islamic head-
scarves 1n universities, in a case
with possible repercussions for the
survival of the country's ruling
party.

The main opposition party has
asked the Constitutional Court to
abolish the law, which was pushed
through parliament in February by
the ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP) which
has its roots in a banned Islamist
movement.

Opponents say the constitu-
tional amendment allowing the
headscarves poses a threat to
Muslim Turkey's secular princi-
ples.

The case has taken on an added
dimension amid ongoing legal
efforts, also before the
Constitutional Court, to have the

AKP outawed on charges thatitis |

covertly seeking to install an
[slamist regime.
Turkey's chief prosecutor has

cited the headscarf amendment as |
evidence of the AKP's anti-secular |

leanings.

UN urged to
get Sudan to
surrender
Darfur suspects

AFP, Khartoum

Human rights watchdogs urged the |

UN Security Council, whose mem-

bers were holding talks in |
Khartoum yesterday, to press |

Sudan to surrender Darfur war
crimes suspects to the world court.

For more than a year, Sudan has |
ignored arrest warrants from the |
International Criminal Court (ICC)
for Sudan's secretary of state for |
affairs Ahmed |
Haroun and Janjaweed militia |

humanitarian

leader Ali Kosheib.

After its talks in Khartoum, the
UN Security Council missionis due
to visit Darfur on Thursday, the

same day the 1CC chief prosecutor |

is to unveil details of a new case
against senior figures in the war
torn western region.

"The United Nations Security
Council should press Sudan to
surrender war crunes suspects
Ahmed Haroun and Ali Kosheib to
the ICC in The Hague," said Justice
for Darfur -- an international coali-
tion of around 30 rights groups.

PHOTO: AFP
Sri Lankan policemen walk past a stationary train on the outskirts of

Colombo yesterday after a bomb blast. At least 18 people were wounded in
the rush-hour blast on a packed train just outside Sri Lanka's capital after a
bomb, which had been laid on a stretch of track paraliel to where the train
was passing, exploded between Colombo's Wellawatte and Dehiwela areas.

Car bomb
kills 13 in
Baghdad

AP, Baghdad

A car bomb in northeast Baghdad
killed at least 13 people yesterday,
[raqi police and hospital officials
said, while three U.S. soldiers were
shotdead in northern Iraq.

The car bomb went off around
2:30 p.m. near the house of an Iraqgi
police general. The general was not
hurt, but more than 50 people were
wounded, officials said. It was the
largest death toll from a car bomb
in Baghdad since mid-April.

Police and hospital officials
spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorised
to talkto media.

The Americans were killed
when gunmen opened fire on them
in the northern Iraqi village of
Hawija, according to a brief mili-
tary statement.

Taiwan calls
for democracy
in China

AFP, Taipei

Taiwan President Ma Ying-jeou
yesterday called on rival China to
give freedom and democracy to its
people, on the 19th anniversary of
the Tiananmen Square massacre.
“Since the June 4, 1989 incident,
I expressed my thoughts on the
anniversary and attended events
organised to memorise the victims.
What I do care about is whether
people in China can enjoy a life of
freedom and democracy,” Masaid.
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Tender/Re-Tender Notice

E-mail: info@dadp.gov.bd
Web: www.dgdp.gov.bd

1. Sealed tenders are invited in localforeign currency from bonafide manulacturers/ suppliersindentors (enlisted firm) for supply of the following

items for Bangladesh *Army”.

Ser Nomenclature

Date of selling

Tender No

Date of Currency

From To

opening

(1* bme)

BBLAG Sealed Lead Calcium Rechargeable bty (12V 67 AH)
Compalible to HF/VHF Radio set, Qty-500 Nos (Qty-500 Nos)

11-6-2008

29-7-2008

30-7-2008 2142091/P-2

Foreign/
Local

Field Telephona Cable (Qty-5000 KM) (1 time)

11-6-2008

29-7-2008

30-7-2008 | Foreign 21472002/P-2

Tender schedule with detailed specifications/conditions will be available on payment as per VT selling rate (non-refundable) dunng office hour
between 0800 hours to 1300 hours. The tender can be dropped latest by 1000 hrs and opened at 1005 hours on the specified dale of opening

in presence of all tenderers (if present).

ISPR/Misc/08/2376
GD-2649
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