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to appear in
court by Jun 10

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday directed |

the authorities concerned to putan
advertisement in two national
Bangla dailies asking former Desa
chairman Towhidul Islam and 13
others to appear before it by June
101in the Desco share scam case.
Meantime, the hearing of argu-
ments in an extortion case against
detained former communications
minister Barrister Nazmul Huda |
and his wife Advocate Sigma Huda

wounldbeneldonjuneg: "1

Judge  Mohammad Azizul
Haque of the Senior Special Judge's

Court ordered the publication of
the advertisement after receiving |
SEE PAGE 15COL 4 |

RMG UNREST
3,000 sued for

i

BNP dissolved

Delwar dubs move to protect 'party interest’; |

| Orchard Plaza 1n

Teformists’ term it unfortunate

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In a major development in BNP
politics, pro-Khaleda BNP
Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossain yesterday dis-
solved the party's one of the most
important units, Dhaka City
Committee, which used to be
headed by city Mayor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka and Abdus Salam.
"Being directed, party Secretary
General Khandaker Delwar
Hossain dissolved the party's
Dhaka City Committee to protect
the party's interest and to reinvigo-
rate organisational activities," said
a BNP news release yesterday,
signed by pro-Khaleda Acting
Office Secretary Rizvi Ahmed, but it
did not specify from where the

became inactive. A few office bear-
ers including the president and the
secretary of the committee have
been engaged in anti-party activi-
ties making the party's dedicated
leaders and workers confused.”
When asked about the decision
taken by the detained BNP chair-
person appointed secretary gen-
eral of the party, Mayor Khoka,
president of the now dissolved
Dhaka City Committee told The
Daily Star, "It would be better if the
decision came from the party

chairperson herself, as a commuit-

tee cannot run for an indefinite
period of ime."

Khoka, who is known as a sup-
porter of pro-Saifur faction in the
party, termed
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the allegations | sought expert help from different

against the committee officials |
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€ 3 13 others asked of hotel Orchard

Plaza blast dies

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A room-service attendant of Hotel
the city's
Nayapaltan neighbourhood suc-
cumbed to his injunies yesterday,
three days after mysterious explo-
sions rocked the hotel Sundaynight.
Mir Hossain, 25, died at the
Burn Unit of Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) in the
morning. Earlier on Monday, hotel
executive Ali Azam died at
Mohammadpur's City Hospital.
The condition of the other
injured, including two foreign
nationals, was stated to be critical. .
Meantime, a three-member
probe committee formed by the
police headquarters quizzed 12
hotel staffers who were also injured
in the blasts
Assistant Inspector General of
Police (AIG) Humayun Kabir, who
is on the probe committee, told The
Daily Star, "We'll question more
people concerned: we ve already

; e o ' igencies
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3 vailing political situation, the Asked about Delwar's decision Apart from the police probe

Police yesterday filed a case against
over 3,000 people, including a

RISKY RIDE... A man puts a child on the carrier of his bike tying the vehicle's chain lock around the child's neck. The photo was taken at Bahaddar Hat in |

Chittagong yesterday.

Dhaka city unit of BNP, tenure of
which had been expired earlier,

committee, Maj
SEE PAGE 15 COL B

to dissolve the

intelligence agencies are also
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journalist of a private TV channel,
on charges of vandalising vehicles
and private properties at Ashulia
onTuesday.

Meanwhile, the authorities of
seven garment factories filed seven
general dianes in connection with
the violentincidents.

Sub-inspector Obaidul Huq of
Ashulia Police Station filed the case
yesterday afternoon mentioning
that soon after two garment work-

Obama wins historic
nomination

AFP, StPaul, Minnesota

Govt eyes consensus

on constitution review
BSD asks govt to withdraw

Poor people's income dips
36pc in 15 months '

CPD study identifies food price hike,

Barack Obama made history

erswere injured in aroad mishap in

TARIQUE'S GRAFT CASE

. Chief Justice MM Ruhul Amin, also

SEE PAGE 15COL 1

SC hearing
adjourned
for a month

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court (SC) yesterday
adjourned for one month hearing of
the Anti-Corruption Commission's
(ACC) appeal against the High Court
(HC) order that stayed proceedings
of a graft case against detained BNP
Senior Joint Secretary General
Tarique Rahman.

The six-member full bench of
the Appellate Division, headed by

asked both the defence and prose-
cution counsels to take steps for
disposing of the rule earlier issued
bythe HCwithin the period.

Following a writ petition filed by
Tarique, the High Court on October
1 last year stayed proceedings of
the case and issued a rule upon the
ACC to show cause why the case
proceedings should not be
quashed. The ACC recently filed an
appeal with the SC to vacate the
stayorder.

~ Earlier on May 28 last, the SC
dismissed a similar appeal filed by
the ACC and upheld the HC order
staying proceedings against
Tarique's wife Dr Zubaida Rahman
inthe same case.

Zahirul Huda, a deputy director
at the ACC, filed the case with
Kafrul Police Station on September
26 last year against Tarique, his wife
Zubaida and her mother Igbal
Mand Banu for amassing wealth
through illegal means and for
concealing information in their
wealth statements submitted 1o

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Tuesday, capturing the Democratic
White House nomination as the
first black candidate atop a major-
party ticket, after a giant-slaying
win over Hillary Clinton.

"America, this is our moment.
This is our time. Our time to turn
the page on the policies of the
past,” Obama said even as Clinton,
on her own quest to be the first
female president, refused to for-
mally concede defeat.

“Tonight, I can stand before you
and say that 1 will be the
Democratic nominee for president
of the United States," Obama said,
in one of the final acts of the lon-
gest, most expensive and spell-
binding nominating epic ever.

The Illinois senator's momen-

tous victory set up an intriguing
general election clash with the 71-

year-old Republican senator, John
McCain.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

inflation as main reasons

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Between January 2007 and March
2008, the gross income of poor
people decreased by 36.7 percent,
mainly due to price hike of food
and inflationary pressure, Centre
for Policy Dialogue (CPD) observed
yesterday.

Due to income erosion, an
additional 8.5 percent people have
fallen below the poverty line during
this 15-month period, putting 25
lakh households below the poverty
line, according to a CPD estimate.

"We took gross national income
(GNI) into the calculation so that

the remittance incomes are
included and we found that the
price hike and the weighted infla-
tionary impact on prices of rice
have brought additional 8.5 per-
cent people below the poverty
level," said CPD Executive Director
Mustafizur Rahman at a press
conference organised for the
release of a paper on "State of the
Bangladesh Economy in Fiscal Year
2008 and Outlook for Fiscal Year
2009".

Mustafizur said the people
below the poverty line spend 45.6
percent of their incomes on rice,
The 66.9 percent hike in rice prices

in the 15 months alone contributes
to 30.5 percent income erosion of
the segmentbelow the poverty line.

Another 6.2 percent income
erosion happened due to inflation,
the paperadded.

Due to this income erosion, the
real income of a garment worker
for example is Tk 1,295, even
though his or her monthly income
s fixed at Tk 2,046, the paper said.

Considering the situation, the
think tank suggested that the gov-
ernment distribute rice and wheat
to the tune of 30 lakh tonnes
through the social sector and social

SEE PAGE 6 COL 2

emergency now

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is trying to build a
political consensus to form a "con-
stitutional review commission”
butwill leave its recommendations
to be implemented by the elected
government, said Commerce
Adviser Hossain Zillur Rahman
yesterday.

The government resumed the
ongoing dialogue with political
parties and held talks with the
leftist Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal (BSD). Both the sides agreed
that the constitution has not been
properly practised.

The partyalso demanded imme-
diate withdrawal of the state of

emergency and establishing the
right to seek bail for all.

The dialogue resumed at a ime
when detained ex-premier and
BNP chief Khaleda Zia termed it a
"staged drama” as the government
itself is working against through
“mass arrests .

The government also left open
the options of holding the dia-
logues through to July to wait for
the Awami League and BNP to take
part. It also plans to hold talks with
women's groups, farmers, people
from media, ethnic and religious
minorities, and upazila and union
level representatives.

Khalequzzaman, convener of

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

Gas-fed generators operate
illegally amid Titas inaction

Chinese generators flood market to meet
high domestic, commercial demand

ERSHAD KAMOL

A large number of domestic and
commercial users of gas operated
alternative power generators are
using the equipment with illegal
gas connections without any per-
mission from Titas Gas
Transmission and Distribution
Company Ltd (Titas Gas).

Because of the rampant illegal
use of natural gas (NG) to run
alternate power generators in
different areas of the country, the
government is being deprived of a
large sum of tariff on the use of the
scarce natural resource.

Thousands of illegal users are

purchasing China made gas oper-
ated power generators marketed
under local labels such as Green
Generator, Anik Power, Power Plus,
Intraco Generator, Buropa
Generator, SS Generator, and Arora
Generator from different markets
like Nawabpur Machinery Market
and Dhaka Stadium Market in the
capitaland in other places.

The generator distributors are
also helping the illegal users to
hook up the equipment with illegal
natural gas supplylines.

The distributors do not even ask
their clients to show or et permis-
sions from Titas Gas. "As gas gener-
ators are in much demand, and

getting permission from Titas Gas
1S time consuming as well as diffi-
cult, many domestic users install
the generators without any permis-
sion. But, to be on the safe side one
can apply”, said an official of
Intraco Energy Ltd.

“Technicians sent by the distrib-
utors don't refuse to connect the
generators with the gas line set up
by Titas Gas for kitchen stoves,"
said a domestic user of such a
generator in Dhanmondi area of
the capital.

The distributors launched
advertisement campaigns with
catchy lines like ‘'no need to think

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Power generators capable of using liquid petroleum gas and natural gas are being sold at a store in Nawabpur in the
capitalyesterday. The government loses revenue when these are plugged into the Titas' gas supply system,

Rajuk knocks
down illegal
structures

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha
(Rajuk) yesterday demolished
illegal sections of four under con-
struction buildings at Banani,
including one belonging to the wife
ofaformer BNP lawmaker.

The sections of the buildings
were constructed violating
approved plans.

A team led by Rajuk Magistrate
Emdadud Dastogir began the drive
around 11:00am and continued till
5:30pm. A total of 30 workers and a
bulldozer took part in the drive
with assistance from police

“"We have demolished parts of
the under construction Rupsha
Towaron Road-11in Banani owned
by Khashnud Asghar, wife of Ali
Asghar Lobi, former BNP law-
maker,” said Dastogir adding that

. SEE PAGE 15 COL 3



