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US to allow
Fulbright
scholars to
leave Gaza

AFP, Jerusalem
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Hillary takes Puerto Rico,
continues fight to win
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Israel to allow seven Fulbright Hillary Clinton said in comments tosecure hernomination. theirminds,” she told The Post. nominee for the Democratic Party

scholars from the besieged Gaza
Strip to travel to Jerusalem for visa
interviews, an Israeli official said
on Monday.

“There is still no change in
policy. There has been a request
resubmitted by the US and they are
currently planning to allow them to
go to the (US) consulate for the
meetings,” Major Peter Lerner, a
spokesman for the Israeli military’s
Gaza coordination office, told AFP

In aletter sent to the Gaza schol-
ars whose grants were withdrawn
last weck because of Israeli restric-
tions on the isolated territory, the
consulate said it was working on
allowing the students to leave
Gaza.

“The US Department of State is
working to secure exit permits for
you to travel to Jerusalem for your
visa interview and for final travel to
the United States in order to partic-
ipate in the Fulbright programme
this year,” the letter said, according
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Pakistani policemen remove a body following a suicide attack outside the Denmark embassy in Islamabad yester-
day. A suicide bomber in a car was responsible for a blast outside the Danish embassy in the Pakistani capital in

published Monday that she may
challenge a decision by
Democratic Party leaders on con-
vention delegates, threatening to
prolong her nomination fight
against Barack Obama.

The comments to The
Washington Post, indicated Hillary
is not ready to throw in the towel,
even though Obama is widely seen
as having gained the upper hand.

"We reserve the right to do it
But I haven't made a decision yet,”
Hillary told the newspaper.

On Saturday, a Democratic
National Committee panel
restored the states of Michigan and
Florida to its presidential conven-
tion, but with only half of their
voting power.

Democrats in the two states had
been initially denied the right to
send convention delegates
because they broke party rules by
holding their primary votes in
January,

Hillary gained a net 24 delegates

But even as momentum and the
delegate count favoured Obama,
she vowed in the interview to con-
tinue her political fight.

"I am focused on winning the
nomination,” she said. "So I'm
going to stay focused on what is the
business at hand, which is making
my case to the delegates, and
there'll be time, oh, way in the
future to consider the campalgn,
because it's still very much alive
and ongoing.”

With Democratic voters essen-
tially split and the primary contest
approaching its final stage on
Tuesday, Clinton made clear she
was determined now to focus on
influencing superdelegates, the
top Democratic Party officials, who
in effect will decide the nomination
this year,

While the superdelegates have
been moving toward Obama in
recent weeks, the New York senator
made clear she believed the trend
canbe reversed.

The former first lady triumphed
in Sunday's Puerto Rico primary by
amarginof two to one.

Hillary pressed her claim to
undecided party grandees that she
leads in the national popular vote,
and would be a far more potent
candidate to take on Republican
JohnMcCainin November.

"I am in this race because |
believe I am that candidate, and |
will be that president,” she said in
her Puerto Rico victory speech.

Addressing a cheering crowd in
south Dakota Sunday, Obama
praised his rival as an "outstanding
public servant” who would be a
"great asset” for the Democrats
come November's election.

"And whatever differences,
whatever differences Senator
Hillary and I may have, look, those
differences pale in comparison to
the other side,” he said, as the final
primaries beckoned Tuesday in
Montana and South Dakota.

Obama spokesman Robert

and then we can get to the need to
bring change to this country.”

“Ifit's not Tuesday, I think it will
be fairly soon,” he told Fox News
Sunday, noting ahead of the Puerto
Rico vote that Obama needed just
66 more delegates to reach the
revised winning line of 2,118,

Obama was set to address thou-
sands of supporters on Tuesday
night in the same conference hall
in St. Paul, Minneapolis where the
Republican convention will be held
in September.

His aides, loath to alienate
Clinton, stressed it was not a vic-
tory rally. But both the venue and
the timing, on the night that the
five-month primary campaign
comes to an end, were freighted
with political symbolism.

Meanwhile, Democratic
National Committee chairman
Howard Dean said the time for
healing had begun with the week-
end's compromise to reinstate

which eight people were killed, a security official said.

Florida and Michigan.

to a copy obtained by AFP.

Lerner said however that Israel
has agreed only to allow the stu-
dents to attend the meetings in
Jerusalem, adding that it would

Iran orders

Macedonia poll fails| Australia's Howard

consider granting permission for
them to travel to the United States
after the interview process.

52 dead in
Mongolia

snowstorm
AFP, Beijing

At least 52 people have been killed
in Mongolia by a severe snowstorm
that has also frozen to death more
than 200,000 livestock, Chinese
state-run Xinhua news agency
reported on Monday.

Fourteen children were among
those killed by the storm, which
has raked various parts of the

country with strong winds and |

heavy snow, it said in a report from

the landlocked nation’s capital of |
| Albanian areas made it impossi-

As well as the 200,000 livestock |
dead, another 200,000 were miss-* |

Ulan Bator

ing in the storm, it said, citing the
Mongolian General Authority for
Emergency Management.

It did not specify what sorts of
livestock were Included in those
totals but much of Mongolia's
population of roughly three million
people rely on subsistence herding
of cattle, goats and sheep.

The snowstorm has also caused
some damage to power supplies
and communication systems 1n
affected areas.

Such storms this late in the
Spring are not uncommon in
Mongolia, which lies just south of
Sibernia.

AFP, Skopje

Foreign observers said Monday
that Macedonia parliamentary
polls at the weekend failed to
meet international standards as
they were marred by wiolence
between ethnic Albanian activ-
ISts.

"Key international standards
were not met,” the monitors said
in a statement issued by the
Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE),
the continent's elections watch-
dog.

"Organised attempts to vio-

lently disrupt the electoral pro-
cess In parts of the ethnic

ble for voters ... to freely express
theirwill," itsaid*

The elections = the fifth in
Macedonia since independence
from Yugoslavia in 1991 -- had
been seen as a test of the land-
locked Balkan state's democratic
credentials and its hopes of join-
ing the European Union.

But they were marred by
unrest, with one person dying in
one of several gun battles in eth-
nic Albanian-populated areas
where polling was also tainted by
allegations of intimidation and
ballot fraud.

"Violence and attempts to
manipulate the campaign sadly

int'l standards

cast a shadow over otherwise
well-run elections that gave most
voters a real choice between an
array of political forces," said
OSCE official Pia Christmas-
Moller.

"The violence we noted in
ethnic Albanian areas is an unac-
ceptable breach of peace and
peoples’ democratic rights,"
Christmas-Moller said in the
statement,

Mevlut Cavusoglu, the head of
a delegation of European
Commission observers, said
while “well-organised,” a large
number ol voters were deprived
of the right to take part in the
Macedonian elections.

This, he said, was "due to the
irresponsible, violent and
destrueriVe acrions of activists'of

the Democratic Union for
Integration and the Democratic
Party ofAlbanians.

"Such actions are not condu-
cive to the democratic process
and the integration of this coun-
try in European and transatlantic
structures,” he stressed.

Prime Minister Nikola
Gruevski claimed victory for his
conservative VMRO-DPMNE
party after results showed it had
won twice as many votes as its
nearest rivals, the Social
Democratic Union.

accused of 'war
crime' over Iraq

AFP, Sydney, White House

An alliance of Australian lawyers,
academics and politicians wants
former prime minister John
Howard to be prosecuted for war
crimes over the invasion of Iraq, a
reportsaid Monday.

Alegal briefhad been sent to the
International Criminal Court (ICC)
alleging that Howard committed a
war crime by contributing troops
to the US-led invasion in March
2003, the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation said.

A spokesman for the organisers,
the Melbourne-based ICC Action
group, told the broadcaster that
Howard should be held account-
able for sending soldiers to a war
not, sanctioned by the United
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thestwo major Albanian parties,” | 1

"We have produced a 52-page

| brief of evidence which stiates to

the chief prosecutor of the criminal
court that we allege John Howard's
actions are war crimes under arti-
cle 8 of the Rome Statute,” said
spokesman Glen Floyd.

Senator Lyn Allison of the
Australian Democrats, described
as one of several eminent people
supporting the move, told ABC that
accountability was important.

Howard was ousted in elections
in November by now Prime
Minister Kevin Rudd, who
announced in parliament Monday
that Australia’'s 550 combat troops

had begun withdrawing from Iraq
in line with a pledge made ahead of
the vote.

Meanwhile the White House
Monday rejected Australian Prime

Minister Kevin Rudd's charges of |

twisted pre-war intelligence on
Iraq, saying “the entire world"
agreed on the threat posed by
Saddam Hussein.

"We acted on the intelligence
that we had, and that the entire

world had. No-one else in the |

world, no other government, had
different information and so we
acted based on what was the threat
that was presented to us,” said
spokeswoman Dana Perino

Meanwhile the White House
Monday rejected Australian Prime
Minister Kevin Rudd’'s charges ol
“abuse’ ofipre-war intelligence on
Iraq, saying "the entire world"
agreed on the threat posed by
Saddam Hussein.

"We acted on the intelligence
that we had, and that the entire
world had,” spokeswoman Dana
Perino told reporters after Rudd
alleged "abuse of intelligence infor-
mation” on the regimein Baghdad.

"No-one else in the world, no
other government, had different
information and so we acted based
on what was the threat that was
presented to us. When the intelli-
gence community presents you
with their concerns, you'd better
take them seriously,” said Perino.

PHOTO: AFP

An earthquake survivor cooks in front of her collapsed home in the Hongbai
township of the Shifang county, in China's southwestern province of
Sichuan yesterday. The death toll from China's earthquake has risen to
69,019, with another 18,627 missing, the government said yesterday.

suspension of

news agency

AFP, Tehran

Iran on Monday ordered the Fars
news agency, one of the country's
mMOoSt prominent nNews organisa-
tions and normally considered close
to the government, to close for three
days for publishing "false news".
“We have received a letter from
the commission for surveillance of
non-governmental press agencies
ordering us to halt our operations
for three days,” the agency's editor-

. in-chiefAbbasTavangartold AFP

The official IRNA news agency

| reported that Fars had been "sus-

pended for publishing false news
and disturbing the public order.”
No further details were given

| but Fars had on Sunday published
. a report saying that Iran's central
' bank governor Tahmasb Mazaheri
. was stepping down and being

replaced by Vice President Parviz

| Davoudl. :

[t later issued another report

| denving theston

The conservative news website
Borna said the story about
Mazaheri was the reason for the
temporary closure.

Tavangar said Fars would cease

N | operations for three days with
1 | immediate effect. The last story on

1ts news wire was at 11:30 am (0700
GMT) Monday.

Fars, which is known for its
security contacts and regularly
publishes interviews with top
military commanders, is normally
considered supportive of

Ahmadinejad's government.
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