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TRANSBOUNDARY RIVER WATER

Political consensus needed to

resolve problems

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Strong political consensus Is
needed to resolve transboundary
river water problems, experts at a
seminar said yesterday.

They also urged the government
to immediately ratify the 'Conven-
tion of Law of Non-navigational Uses
of International Water Course'
adopted by the United Nation and
create pressure on India for properly
sharing the transboundary river
water.

The issue should be dealt with at

jonal and international level
instead of bilaterally or unilaterally,
theyadded.

Bangladesh Water Partnership

(BWP) organised the seminar on
"Transboundary Water Issues iIn
South Asia' at Agargaon LGED
Bhaban in the city, with Chiefl
Election Commissioner Dr ATM
Shamsul Huda, a renowned water
expert, as the chief guest.

Dr Shamsul Huda said the
transboundary river water issue
should be dealt with politically and
thatall palitical parties should reach
a political consensus to this end.

"Lack of political consensus is
the main obstacle to resolving the
transboundary river water problem.
[t seems that all treaties signed with
the neighbour countries, particu-
larly India, are neglected after the
change of government,” he said.

He also said that the Awami
League government signed a
treaty with India in 1996 for resolv-
ing the issue, but the BNP govern-
ment after coming to power in
2001 did not take the treaty into
consideration, which is a main
problem,

Presenting the keynote paper,
Tauhidul Anwar Khan, secretary
general of BWP said India is plan-
ning to implement a mega project
to link its rivers in order to transfer
water from the north to south.

"Therewillbe 30 links and about
9000 kilometres of canals to con-
nect 37 rivers at a cost of 5,60,000
crore Indian Rupees. Bangladesh
will face acute water crisis if the

mega project is implemented. The
country will have to deal with the
issue at the regional and interna-
tional levels and for this reason a
strong political consensus is
needed,” he added.

Former water resources minis-
ters Anisul Islam Mahmud, Abdur
Razzak and LK Siddiqgi, BWP vice-
presidents Prof M Maniruzzaman
Miah and Mahammad Zamir,
columnists Farhad Mazhar and
Sadeque Khan and Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers
Association (Bela) Director Syeda
Rizwana Hasan also spoke at the
seminar presided over by BWP
Chairperson Quamrul Islam
Siddique,
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Army Chief General Moeen U Ahmed calls on Presidentlajuddin Ahmed at Bangabhaban yesterday.

Army chiet
calls on
president

' DELIMITATION OF CONSTITUENCIES

Reconsider decision

Workers Party urges EC

New Building
Construction
Rules to be

published today

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed hold talks with Gono Forum leaders as
cal parties at his office in the city yesterday.
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part of the ongoing dialogue with the politi-
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The Dhaka University (DU) author-
ities have declared a building of
Rokeya Hall unsafe after identifying
itvulnerable to earthquake damage.

On Sunday night, the hall
authorities asked 130 female stu-

DU ROKEYA HALL
A building declared unsafe,
students asked to evacuate

allocated few rooms at Chameli
Building for the residents of the
‘Honours Building'.

But the students alleged that the
hall authorities have asked them to
leave the building without arrang-
ing proper accommodation facili-

arranging proper accommodation
facilities for them.

They would also meet Provost
Prof Laila Nur today in this regard,
she added,

Earlier, a five-member committee
comprising two experts -- Prof Istiak

New political
party Jago
Bangladesh
floated

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jago Bangladesh, the latest political
party in a series since declaration of
the state of emergency, was
launched yesterday.

Golam Muhammad Sarowar,
chairman of the new party,
announced the name of the party
from a press conference at the
National Press Club.

The new party comprises of 21
executive committee members and
101 central committee members.

But the Jago Bangladesh chair-
man could not tell names more
than two members of the executive
committee.

The organiser at the press con-
ference said they have launched the
party touphold the spiritof1/11.

They however denied getting
any blessings from any quarter to
launch the party.

"The ideology of the pany is
democracy, welfare economy,
religious freedom and fundamental
human rights,” Golam Sarowar said.

“The country can not afford to go
back to the pre-January 11 period.
The party will be formed compris-
ing of cross section of people includ-
ing artists, journalists, teachers,

ask ties for them. Ahmed of Bangladesh University of | lawyersand workers,” headded.
STAFF CORRESPONDENT dents staying in 38 rooms of the "Most of us are honours final Engineering and Technology (Buet) He said that the aim of the party
two-storied ‘Honours Building’ to  year and master's students and stay ~ and Prof Aftab Alam Khan of geology | isto fight against corruption, injus-
The Building Construction Rules 2008 | evacuate by June 10 and move to  in a single bed. And our exams are  department of DU -- was formed to | ticeand establishing democracy.
is to be published today facilitating the | Chameli Building of the hall. going on. S0, itis not possible forus  examinethebuilding. The constitution of the party will
highest 67.5 percent ground coverage The hall authorities have also toleave the buildingrightnow," said The committee has recently | beformedlater, hetold reporters.

while constructing a building.

Under the new rules, which are
amendments to the Building
Construction Rules 2007, owners of
up to two kathas of land will get the
highest 67.5 percent ground coverage
for constructing a building, said Kazi
Golam Nasir, deputy chief architect of
the architectdepartment.

Besides, an owner of two-katha

Expat robbed
of Tk 1.57 lakh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Muggers snatched Tk 1.57 lakh
from an expatriate Bangladeshi

Hasi, aresidentofthe building.

Besides, most of the resident
students have now gone to their
village homes during this summer
vacation of the university, which
beganonJune 1,shesaid.

"The syndicate declared the
building unsafe on May 26 while we
were informed on June 1, when
most of us are out of the campus,”

submitted a report to the university
authorities, saying the building is
vuinerable to earthquake damage
and cannotberepaired.

The committee also recom-
mended demolishing the building
and constructing anewone.

Prof Laila Nur said, "We have
taken the decision to evacuate the
students from the building as it has

A number of new political par-
ties, including National People's
Party of Sheikh Shawkat Hossain
Nilu, Progressive Democratic Party
of Firdaus Ahmad Quarishi,
Bangladesh Guardian Party of ATM
Shafiuddin and Bangladesh
Welfare Party of Maj Gen (retd)
Syed Muhammad Ibrahim have
been launched since declaration of

slot will now have toleave 0.8 metre of ; N : the state ofem _
l[and on both sides instead of one | €ngineer at Kakrail in the city after Hasi said. been declared unsafe, We will also il gheat 4
metre, he added. rubbing ointmentinto his eyes. She also said the students would arrange proper accommodation -

The changes have been made as The engineer was identified as launch a movement if the hall facilities for them at the Chameli HaSIHa

small land owners had been express-
ing their dissatisfaction since the
formulation of the Building
Construction Rules 2007, said an
official of Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha (Rajuk).

Under the new rules, a landowner
of two to three kathas will get 65 per-
cent ground coverage, an owner of
three to five kathas will get 62.5 per-
cent, an owner of five to 9 kathas will
get 60 percent, an owner of nine to 12
kathas will get 57.5 percent, an gwner
of 12 to 14 kathas will get 55 percent,

Mohammad Ullah Hawlader, 50.
Police took him to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH), from in
front of Jagannath Hall of Dhaka
University.

Mohammad Ullah told report-
ers at the DMCH that a gang of
three muggers got into the CNG-
run three wheeler at Kakrail while
he was returning to his Tejkunipara
residence from Paltan.

He said the gang members got
into the autorickshawsforcibly as

authorities try to evict them without

building.”

DHAKA-KOLKATA TRAIN SERVICE

HC rejects petition

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday’
rejected-awrit petition challenging
the ldga@iﬁ(uf_ﬁrhaka—!(nlkarg_ 1i

petition, said the present caretaker
government cannot take such a
policy decision to sign the agree-

mentas perthe constitution.
He prayed to the H€ 1o stay the

FROM PAGE 16

Hasina's counsel barrister
Shafique Ahmed yesterday told
The Daily Star that an HC bench
comprising Justice Khademul
Islam Chowdhury and Justice
Mashuque Hosain Ahmed might
hearthe casetoday.

The AL chief stated in her appli-
cation that the case against her
concerned what took place 10
years ago, and she was not at all
involved in any corruption,

UNB, Dhaka STAFF CORRESPONDENT would hamper the roadmap of the anownerofl4to lﬂkaﬂm.fswiu get 57-;5 the driver drove it slu_i il front of service agreement. A operatioh ‘of the trafh service ;I‘Id maliaﬁdeijqncgth:i&hinugied to
EC which will have to undergo a geri‘(:::i'_: a”fﬂ;l“ “‘;EE"-‘ 1810 abmg the AB Bank Kakrail 8Branch at Advocate Abdus Sattar, alawyer agreement and declare it illegal U_?-Shs Efgg ual }'Sta?.:;lthe e
Chiefof Army Staff General Moeen | Workers' Party of Bangladesh longlegal processin thisregard. 0 as will get oU percent ground | around 9:30pm. They also beat | ofthe Supreme Court, filed thewrit and unconstitutional. e petton also s

U Ahmed called on President
lajuddin Ahmed at Bangabhaban

(WPB) yesterday demanded of the
Election Commission (EC) to hear

“Now about 3000 complaints
have been filed with the EC and

coverage.
According to the new rules, land
owners who constructed their build-

him. At one stage they took away
the money, rub unguent into his

petition on April 20.
Communications Secretary Dr

After a hearing on the writ, a
High Court bench of Justice Md

can grant her bail in this case as per
a recent judgment of the Supreme
Court.

in the city yesterday. all complaints about the delimita- according to newspaper reports the ingsfollowing theold ruleswillbeable | €Y&S and pushed him out of the | Mahbubur Rahman and Indian Iman Ali and Justice Md Emdadul Barrister Fazle Noor Taposh filed
During the meeting, the army | tionofconstituencies as perlaw. EC would hear only four to five com- to do internal modification keeping; CNG near Jagannath Hall. High Commissioner Pinak Ranjan Hugq passed an order rejecting the the petition on behalf of Hasi

chief apprised the president of In a press statement, the polit-  plaintsanditwillgiveonlytwominu- | jntact the length, width, height and Mohammad Ullahwho came to | Chakravarty signed the Dhaka- petition on the ground that the Earlier on Sunday, the HC

the ongoing development activi- | buro of the party also urged the EC  etsforhearingeach complaint. totalfloorareaofthe buildings. Bangladesh from Libya on May 8, | Kolkata train service agreementon process of resumption of train | rejected a writ petition filed by her

ties undertaken by the
Bangladesh Army.

Iajuddin expressed his satis-
faction at the progress in the
preparation of voter lists by the
Bangladesh Army and in imple-
menting its different develop-
ment works.

Emerging from the meeting,
General Moeen told reporters

that it was a part of his routine to |

inform the president, who also
holds the charge of Defence
ministry, about the ongoing
activities and development works
undertaken by the Bangladesh
Army.

Military Secretary to the
President Major General Mohd
Aminul Karim, Secretary of the
President’'s Office Md Sirajul
[slam and President's Press
Secretary Abdul Awal Howlader
WEIEP]’ESEH[.
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Seminar

Neeli Gobeshona Kendro organises a
seminar on 'Ethnic confiict in Burma
and Rohingya issue’. Venue: National

The inaugural ceremony of the ar
exhibition tiled Two men’s painting
show will be held. Venue: Zainul

exhibition titled 'Ecological interface
will be held. Venue: Russian Cultural
Centre, Time: 4:00pm.

BGMEA discussion

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporier Association (BGMEA)
organises a discussion on penetration
into competitive global market and
sirategies to keep a grip on it Venue;
BGMEA meeting room. Time
11:30am.

Rotary Dhaka

The regular meeting of Rotary Club of

to reconsider its decision of
delimitating the constituencies to
avoid legal complexities saying that
the law still permits them to do so.
The politburo said they had
been protesting the EC's move 10
delimit the constituencies right
from the beginning seeing that it

This decision of the EC would
not only violate law but also the
constitutional rights of the people
ofthose areas,” the statement said.

The politburo said it is smelling
a conspiracy against the holding of
the election and urged all to be
aware to foil the conspiracy.
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WEATHER

Thundershowers likely

fomorrow.

— —— -

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty or squally wind is likely at a few places over all the six
divisionsin the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Day temperature may fall slightly over the country, it said.

Highest temperature 37.0 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
dayatKhulnaand lowest22.0 degrees Celsius at Sylhet.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:43pm today and rises at 5:11am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:
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Cultural Affairs Adviser Rasheda K Choudhury gives away Nazrul Award 2007
to artiste Ismat Ara and researcher Dr Md Abdul Kalyum, third from right, at a

The new rules also allow the high-
est 67.5 percent ground coverage
while constructinga building in areas
within the Key Point Installaton and
underthe Civil Aviation Authority.

There is also a provision for special
cell in the new rules for giving
approval to special projects replacing
one-window cell of the Building
Construction Rules 2007,

As a result, an owner will have to
take permissions again separately
from different government agencies
to construct any high-nise building,
said an official of Rajuk.

The amendment has been made
inline with the suggestions of the sub-
committee of Urban Development
Committee of Rajuk, formed on
September 26, 2007 to review the
rules, said sources in the commuttee

'Debate effective
instrument to

With a view to orienting students
with the art of public speaking and
techniques of debate, a four-day
debate and public speaking work-
shop began at Dhaka University
(DU) yesterday.

ofthe Netherlandsandthe USA.
Marcin Zaleski, director of train-

ing, IDEA, Associate Professor SM

Shameem Reza, director of CDPC,

young debaters would learn effec-
tive techniques of debate from the
workshop and said debate is a very
effective instrument to promote
democracy.

Shameem Reza said the work-
shop has been arranged with an aim
to promoting debate and public
communication in Bangladesh in
collaboration with various interna-
tional organisations.

The rest of the sessions of the
workshop would be held at Hardco
International School, Manarat
[nternational School and College,
Summerfield International School
and American International

said his cousin Murad gave him the
money at a Paltan restaurant for
goingto Libya.

behalf of their respective govern-
mentsonApril 10.
Advocate Abdus Sattar, in his

service started in 1997 and it is not
a policy matter for this govern-
ment.
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Dhaka University Vice Chancellor Prof SMA Faiz speaks at the inaugural ceremony of a four-day debate and public
speaking workshop at Nabab Nawab Ali Chowdhury Senate Bhaban auditorium of the university yesterday. Centre
for Debate and Public Communication (CDPC) of Bangladesh and International Debate Education Association

(IDEA) of the Netherlands and USA jointly organised the workshop.

challenging legality of continua-
tion of trial proceedings of this case
againsther.

TARIQUE CASE

The HC yesterday directed a
special court to dispose of the
discharge petition Tarique filed
withitrecently.

The case that concermned the
murder of Bashundhara Group
director Humayun Kabir Sabbir is
now pending for charge framing in
the Special Court of Judge Shahed
Noor Uddin on the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban premises.

On May 25 this year, Tarique also
filed a petition with the HC for
quashing the proceedings against
himin the case.

Taking up the quashment peti-
tion, an HC bench comprising
Justice Sharif Uddin Chaklader and
Justice Md Emdadul Haque Azad
yesterday asked the special court to
dispose of his (Tarique) discharge
petition in accordance with law.

The HC bench also adjourned

Corruption Commission (ACC) filed
the bribery case with Ramna Police
Station, accusing eight people. The
ACC on May 6 pressed charges
against Tarique, former state minis-

| Moderately heavy to heavy falls are also likely at places over the p romote hearing of the quashment petition
PEESCOLT AL AN t country. Southwest monsoon has advanced up to Chittagong coast . until disposal of the discharge
T - N — | andltmdy ad‘l.'anc(f:up to central par[DfBang]adt:Sh durll;ng next 1-2 democracy p_enu,unbythespeclalcuun_
D | days, Met Office said. In October last year, the Anti-
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andsixothersin the case.

The other project was awarded
to Kaltimax-GBB under the banner
of Venture Energy Resource. GBB is
an inexperienced local power

as compensation for failing to
bring their plants online on the
scheduled date May 15,

Aggreko's scheduled date was
May 28 subject to the supply of fuel,
which the Power Development
Board (PDB) failed to provide on
ume.

However, none of the power
companies are paying any fine as
the Power Development Board
(PDB) did not even make any
claims. Energy Prima should be
paying $85,000 and Venture Energy
$16,500 a day from May 15 for
failing to meetthe deadline,

Sources said of the five, only the

operational on June 25, 40 days
behind the Commercial Operation
Date (COD), Fenchuganj 50MW
plant on August 7, 82 days behind

Myanmar last month, for failing to
install the Kumargaon plant on
tume.

Representative of GBB at the
meeting claimed that its Bhola
33MW plant may come into opera-
tionsometimein July.

As per the contracts, if a con-
tractor fails to bring the power
plant online 60 days behind the
COD, the contracts will be termi-
nated. The power secretary
reminded the bidders of this rule in
the meeting,

APDB experttold The Daily Star,
“The Kumargaon plant may be
operational in June... the others

Letter of Credit (LC) to import the
turbine for the Bhola 33MW power
plant.

Sources said Petrobangla has

Bhola but did not install it as the
GEBB has not built any solid struc-
ture at the site.

After Energy Prima and GBB
failed to meet their May 15 dead-
line to launch their respective
plants, the PDB served them with
notice of default a week later.
Aggreko was served with a notice of
default too and a notice of contract
termination on May 28 for failing to
meet its deadline.

Aggreko, however, responded
saying that as per the contract the
PDB is supposed to supply the fuel
for the plant 15 days before its COD.
Instead, the PDB supplied the fuel

"The Khulna plant was all set to
begin operation on May 28. But, at
the last moment Aggreko realised
that it did not have any 132KV

The Power Cell floated the rental
power bids in October, drawing 13
offers from five companies in seven
locations. On November 19, the cell
held another tender to draw offer
for the eighth location and received
two more such offers.

On January 15, the PDB signed
six rental power deals totalling
220MW with Energy Prima,
Venture Energy Resources and US
company Alstom and on January
28, signed the deal with Aggreko.
The Alstom deal fell through within
the first two months.

As per the contracts, the rental
plants have to begin operation 120

Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts. Time: B and Anjum Husain, principal of | company that failed to install a the COD and a plant in Bogra on  installed everything required to cable-jointer to connect the plant
5:00pm. e T e Summerfield International School, | rental plantin Bogra in the past. July 15, two months behind the provide gas to Kumargaon, to the nqtu_m_al grid. Aggreku

. ;::-;Enw:a rg;. v f were present as special guests at the Apart from Aggreko, all other . COD. Shahjibazar, Fenchuganj and thought this jointer was available
Seminar | 2 AR inaugural ceremony:. rental power plant contractors are Moazzem blamed cyclone Bogra plants. It has also arranged  locally. Later, it imported a number
A seminar followed by a pholo e, Py ;IFJ# Prof Faiz expressed hope that | supposedtopay$500perMWaday Nargis, which swept through for equipment for gas supply in ofjointers for the purpose.

| . University Bangladesh (ATUB). | | S
Eha;a T".H ¥ ?g.ggld’;n‘.fenue < ek ceremony at the National Museum auditorium in the city yesterday. Prof The | ;3;.1,: Sﬁn is the media part- | SOMW plantin Kumargaon may be  are ur_ﬂikuly”ln come into operation  on May 23. As per the contract, the  days from the day of signing of the
R RafiqulIslam, extreme right, is also seen. Nazrul Institute organised the event. nerof the workshop. operational after June 15--amonth  eveninJuly. COD will be set 15 days after the agreement.

The case is baseless, fabricated.
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