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Prof. Nirmolindu Das and Prof.
Pinaki Borua , two visiting profes-
sors from Santiniketan, came to
Dhaka on an invitation from the
Institute of Fine Arts and Bengal
Foundation. Taking some time off
from his work with his students,
Dr. Das said,” The Department of
Print making in the Institute of
Fine Arts, DU, has a good working
atmosphere. I'm impressed with
the set up and the teaching meth-
odology that they follow: This I say
from my empirical experience.
Throughout the world print mak-
ing is facing problems in terms of
getting materials. Digital printing
is taking over. Zinc plates are not
available, while linoleum block
making has stopped.” The zinc
plates used in the intaglio printing
is not at all suitable he said. The
printers can switch on to wood,

aluminium and copper, he sug-

gested.

Asked to compare the Print
Making Dept. in Santiniketan with
the one in Dhaka, Dr. Das said that
the one where he works is not only
one of the best in India but one of
the finest the world over. "We have,
obviously much more equipments
and facilities and consequently the
artists are more confident. Even in
Baroda, the print making set up is
notparticularly good.”

Talking about whether it Is
difficult to sell prints, Dr. Dassaid,”
In terms of sale it has a low de-
mand. As far as aesthetics 1s con-
.cerned, it has a different kind of
atmosphere altogether. However,
very recently, particularly in India
and UK print making is stepping
up. There is a drive to collect com-
plete fohos.”

Touching on the history of print
making, Dr Das said,” Mechanical
printing in the west began in 1454
through the genius of Gutenberg of
West Germany. Earlier there was
printing but it was done manually.
Renowned artists of Europe like

B R N
e -
2 L

i, % b
- 0

I iy e, s, e s s T e
My . 2 -
R S T :
o o - el B y S
™ L} ! P .'- .I ..'. vl i - ] -
L & - -t Yy s ~ i
g o = T # - b 4 i
. N 5 o g =
3 - i - ..
Y 1 Lo il ke LEFY. - .
- W 4 B, - F
- T Coipals - == [ g
. ¥ . '- b
= - i "

Painting

Exhibition

Artist: Abdul Aziz
Venue: Galeria Zoom,
Alliance Francaise, 26
Mirpur Rd, Dhanmondi
Date: June 19-July 2
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Professor Nirmolindu Das (left) and Professor Pinaki Borua

Rembrandt, Durer, Goya, Lutrec,
and Picasso adapted it for litho-
graph, intaglioand woodcut.”

Dr Das said that he himself went
into print-making as it was most
suitable for him. "The surface of
painting does not suit my mind,
aesthetics, and language” he
confided. Where he comes from
there are many renowned print
makers, he says, like Ranjit Singh,
Ajit Sil, Shalil Shahani, and they all
work with a team spirit. Print-
making, all over the world, has'a
health hazard, said Dr Das, as the
nitric acid and benzene that is
used is injurious to human health.

As a consequence, in Santiniketan,

they are turning to non-toxic
materials. Again, he said, working
in the open air rather than in
rooms, is safer.

Commenting on the fine arts
scenario in Bangladesh Dr Das
said,” There are legendary artists
like Zainul Abedin, Safiuddin
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Ahmed and younger ones like
Monirul Islam , Shahid Kabir and
Shahabuddin. Even ones like
Ranjit Das have a good sale When
they go out for workshop overseas,
this broadens their horizons.
Giving his impression of Ban-
gladesh in general, Dr Das said,”
My wife's home is in Bikrampur.
The people here are warmer here
than in West Bengal. We tend to be
taken up with formalities back
home. Again I feel that the people
of ' Bangladesh ‘have preserved
their mother tongué much better
than they haveinWest Bengal.”
Prof. Pinaki Borua, from
Santiniketan, commenting on the
Print-making Department of IFA
scenario , said, "I think the ar-
rangement for the students Is
satisfactory. Another element is
that they help each other. In print-
making, working by oneself is
difficult. While one applies the
colour, another holds the paper

16th Young
Artists' Art

Exhibition 2008

Venue: National Art
Gallery, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy
Date: May 18-June 6
Time: 11am-7pm (3pm-

2007

Venue: Shaheed Zia
Auditorium, National
Museum

Date: June 02
Time: 5.00 pm

Exchanging views with print-makers from Santiniketan
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and a third turns the wheel of the
press. Ourteachers like Sanath Kar,
Somnath Hor, Lalu Proshad Shau
brought in the woodcut tradition
so thatwe, in Santinekatan, did not
have to depend on the zinc plate.”
Asked what was the standard of
work of the students, Borua said
that it was difficult to say as stu-
dents of different level worked
together. He said that some were
able to handle the medium better
than the others. With the guidance

of the'seniors; the students will be

mature in time, he believed. With
the dividing and sharing ofrespon-

sibilities, he said, the atmosphere
in the department gets to be con-
ducive.

"It is the lack of adequate mate-
rial that hampers the students and
proves to be a great pitfall,” said
Borua. "It's by relying on woodcuts
that they can go ahead by leaps
and bounds.' At present, he said,
one cannot blame the students for
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the limitations of materials. In
future, he said, the lack of materi-
als may notbe so overwhelming.
Talking about whether the
students knew enough about the
basis of fine arts and its history,
Borua said,” Without knowing the
theory and the history of fine arts,
they could not have progressed so
far. Itis essential that artists should
have a firm basis of their subject. It
is not enough that they have the
_drive and imagination.”
Touching on how he feltduring
his five-day stay in Dhaka, Borua
said that he had been here once
before. Yet he was full of curiosity
about his stay and the people and
their ways around him. "If our
hosts in the Institute of Fine Arts
had not guided us, and seen to all
our needs, we would nothave been
so much at home or enjoyed our
staysomuch,” said Borua.
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Film Screening

Venue: Russian centre of
Science and Culture, H
510, Rd 7, Dhanmondi
Date: June 15
"Greenhouse Effect” (by
Valery Akhadoy) at 3pm
and "I Don't Feel Pain® (by

AZIBOR RAHMAN, back from Narail
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“During my 20-year stay with S.M. Sultan, I came to
know him as a generous and conscientious man. He
had a great love for animals and children. In fact, he
tamed vultures, mongoose, snakes and birds. His
artworks speak of the downtrodden in the society. He
loved children and pondered over how to ameliorate
their lives. Among his initiatives for them were an
engine-driven boat, an art institute called "Shishu
Shorgo" and amuseum.

"Over this long course of time, I have never sought
after comforts. I sacrificed my life to his well-being. In

return, he bestowed on me the gifts of affection and
paternal love,"” said a nostalgic Nihar Bala Saha, the
artist's foster-daughter.

S.M. Sultan was born at Masimdia village, on the
outskirts of Narail town, on August 10, 1924, His father
was Meser Ali (a mason) and his mother was Maju
Bibi.

In 1950, as arepresentative of Pakistan, he took part
in an international conference of artists in America.
At that time his artworks were exhibited in New York,
Boston, Chicago and several other cities. Remarkably,
his works were displayed side by side with those of
Pablo Picasso, Salvador Dali and other legendary
arusts.

Nihar Bala said,

time to hiswork.

"] started looking after Sultan in

Nihar Bala Saha

1974, after my husband had died and | returned to my
father's house with my two dau
someone to look after him so he could devote more
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In conversation with artist Sultan's
foster-daughter Nihar Bala
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ghters. Sultan needed

"Sultan used to tell me that to love humankind is to
love Allah. If asked about marriage, he said thathe had
no time for that.”

The woman who had devoted 20 years of her life to
taking care of a legendary artist who is considered a
'national treasure’ now gets a meagre allowance of Tk
1500 every month.

"Now | am 82 years old. As the prices of essentials
have shotup, I request the government to increase my
allowance,” concludes Nihar Bala. .

Haasan's latest film

For the first time, Sony BMG is
entering the regional music indus-
try in India, and the company has
chosen Tamil as its launching pad,
The film the company has signed
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is one of the most anticipated
projects of 2008, Kamal Haasan's
Dasavatharam.

Dasavatharam sees Kamal Haasan
in ten different roles, and Asin, his
heroine in a double role. Mallika
Sherawatactsin the film asa CIA agent
while Kamal's heroine of yesteryears,
Jayapradha, now a Samajwadi Party
MP playsamajorrole.

The music album was launched

Kamal Haasan in Dasavatharam

at Chennai's Nehru Stadium. The
stadium, which is supposed to
accommodate 20,000 people, was
full to almost twice its capacity. An
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Sony BMG acquires rights to Kamal

ever-smiling Jackie Chan
launched the album.
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